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More Information About 
These and Other Events in  
Calendar, beginning p. 3:

May 1 - May Day
International Workers Day

May 5 - Cinco de Mayo

May 6-8 Al-Awda Right to 
Return Natl. Conference

May 16 - Poor People’s 
Campaign: City Hall

May 19 - Birthday of  
Malcolm X, Yuri Kochiyama, 

Ho Chi Minh

May 21 - Oppose Censoring 
of  Progressive Media
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“Another Life, 

Another Loss.”

by Mumia Abu-Jamal
https://www.prisonradio.org/commentary/
another-life-another-loss/

     They came to America to escape 
from inter-ethnic wars in the DRC, 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
in Central Africa. Like many 
refugees of war, they thought that 
America was the land of peace.
     The Lyoya family settled in 
Grand Rapids, MI and began living 
their lives as refugees have done for 
generations.
     But something as small as a 
traffic incident revealed the limits 

MAY DAY IS WORKERS' DAY!

Workers & Oppressed people of the world, unite!

of the land of peace. 26-year-old 
Patrick Lyoya faced a car stop when 
he apparently felt unsafe after a cop 
stopped his vehicle. He bursts into 
a sprint with a cop in hot pursuit. 
When the cop pulls a taser, Lyoya 
seems to cover it with his hands, 
thus blocking its effect.

     Someone points a phone cam 
at the altercation which shows a 
cop seemingly on Lyoya’s back, 
pushing his head downwards. A 
shot is heard, and Patrick Lyoya is 
gone, dead from a bullet in the back 
of his head. Once again, driving 
while black is a capital offense.
    For love not phear, this is 
Mumia Abu-Jamal.

These commentaries are recorded 
by Prison Radio.

WRITE TO MUMIA AT: 
 
Smart Communications/PADOC
Mumia Abu-Jamal AM 8335
SCI Mahanoy
PO Box 33028
St Petersburg, FL 33733

Note:

(All correspondence to prisoners in PA 
must be sent to a private company in 
FL that copies it and sends the copy 
to the prison for distribution to the 
prisoners. Under the pretext of controlling 
contraband, this is another way to screen, 
control and censor prisoners’ contact with 
the outside world.)

Patrick Lyoya, shot dead by a cop. Mumia Abu-Jamal

Support the A-G Ethnic 
Studies Requirement at 
University of California

by the UC Ethnic Studies Faculty Council
     Starting in 1968, students at two 
public universities in California–first 
San Francisco State and then UC 
Berkeley–courageously led the way 
for the grassroots formation of ethnic 
studies by going on strike and shutting 
down their campuses despite police 
brutality and military repression. Well 
over half a century later, the University 
of California has at long last proposed 
an ethnic studies requirement that 
centers what has historically been 
marginalized in traditional curricula: 
namely, the lived experiences of 
Native peoples and communities of 
color, their epistemologies, and their 
struggles within and against systems of 
colonialism and racism.
     As national academic organizations, 
academic departments, student centers, 
and community organizations, and as 
individual scholars, teachers, students, 
activists, practitioners, and members of 
the community, we fully support a UC 
ethnic studies requirement. Not only is 
this requirement overdue in a state that 
has been majority minority since 2000, but 
also, it aligns with state law (AB 101) that 
will require the completion of an ethnic 
studies course beginning with the 2029-
30 high school graduating class. The UC 
requirement also works in tandem with the 
California State University (CSU), which 
is in the process of implementing a new 
state-mandated ethnic studies requirement 
(AB 1460) and with which the University 
of California shares an Inter-segmental 
General Education Transfer Curriculum 
(IGETC). 
     Currently in the pipeline of system-wide 
review, the A-G course criteria proposal for a 
UC  ethnic  studies  requirement   was   drafted 

See: “Ethnic Studies,” p. 7

Casualties of War: 
Truth, Journalism and Critical Thought

by Michael Novick, Anti-Racist Action LA
     While forces on the right loudly lament so-called cancel culture, the real 
censorship is coming from the corporate and even so-called progressive 
media and the state. Consider the recent decision by the British to allow the 
extradition of Julian Assange, after years of house arrest and incarceration, 
to stand trial in the US on charges related to his publication of embarrassing 
disclosures of US war crimes. You can learn more about Assange’s case 

and what you can do to free him 
here: https://www.freeassange.net/ 
     Consider the de-platforming 
of Chris Hedges from YouTube 
because his commentary is aired 
on RT (Russia Today) and therefore 
automatically “beyond the pale” of 
allowable critical analysis in the 
US. You can see an interview with 
Hedges on Democracy Now! about 
YouTube’s removal of six years’ 
worth of archived shows of Hedges’ 
“On Contact” program here: https://
www.democracynow.org/2022/4/1/on_contact_

chris_hedges_youtube_russia

     Consider the less notorious 
but harsher imprisonment of 
Basque journalist Pablo Gonzalez 
in Poland. Gonzalez’s mother 
was born in the USSR after her 
mom was sent from the Basque 
country as a child to escape the 
Franco-Hitler-Mussolini fascist 
bombardment of her homeland 
(immortalized in Picasso’s famous 
painting of Guernica). He holds 
dual citizenship in Spain (where he 
has lived since his own childhood) 
and Russia (where he was born). 
When he travelled to Poland to 
cover the war in Ukraine, he was 
taken prisoner on suspicion of being

See: “Casualities of War,” p. 7

Julian Assange

Chris Hedges

Pablo Gonzalez
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IN MEMORY OF

Co-founder & Editor John Johnson,  
b. July 4, 1944 - d. April 13, 2014 

Editorial Staff: Terrie Brady, Donna Buell, Bella De Soto, 
Uncle Don B. Fanning, Greg Foisie, Jeff Hirsch, Ray Jones, 

Michael Novick,  Dean Ruby,  David Troy & others.

Deadline for articles and ads is the 15th, 
deadline for calendar items is the 20th 

of the month before publication. 

Material in Change-Links is licensed under Creative 
Commons, unless copyright by the author, and may be 

used with permission and attribution to Change-Links or the 
original author or source.

Change-Links is a non-profit under the fiscal sponsorship 
of the Alliance for Global Justice (AFGJ). Donations of $250 

and above are tax deductible. Just send a check to 
our  P.O. Box made out to: 
AFGJ/Change-Links. 

This is an independent collective activity. We welcome your 
involvement to keep the paper and website alive. Views 

expressed in Change-Links are those of the authors, and 
not necessarily those of Change-Links, its volunteers, or 

sponsors. Letters of comment are welcome! 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
If you can help sell ads, collect items for the 
monthly calendar, do print layout, handle a 
wordpress website, or do copy editing and 
proof-reading -- Change Links needs you! 
Please email changelinks2@gmail.com to 

volunteer and learn more. We hope you will step 
up if you value the paper! 

On the 2nd or 3rd Wed. or Thurs. each 
month, we have a teleconference call 

to plan the next issue. Email us at 
changelinks2@gmail.com for details. To 

get involved, call or email as below to make 
sure of the date & time.

We have poetry  in each issue; send submissions to:
changelinks2@gmail.com. Please include a bio & 

photo.

Submit articles, preferably in .doc format, to: 
changelinks2@gmail.com.

Calendar items to same address, (Change-Links 
calendar item in subject line); include title of 

event, day, date, time, location, fee if any, a short 
description, contact information for sponsors, and a 
small jpg graphic if you have one. Please spell out all 

words and capitalize street names, etc. 

A $5 donation for calendar listings 
is appreciated.

Payable to AFGJ/Change Links 
at the address below:

Change Links 
P. O. Box 34236 

Los Angeles, CA 90034-0236    
Phone: (951) 638-9259

E-mail: changelinks2@gmail.com 
Web Site: http://www.change-links.org

Change-Links Monthly Poetry Corner
“The End and the Beginning”: 

by Wisława Szymborska, Nobel Prize winning poet
After every war 
someone has to clean up. 
Things won’t 
straighten themselves up, after all. 
 
Someone has to push the rubble 
to the side of the road, 
so the corpse-filled wagons 
can pass. 
 
Someone has to get mired 
in scum and ashes, 
sofa springs, 
splintered glass, 
and bloody rags.

     Well-known in her native Poland, Wisława 
Szymborska (1923–2012) received international 
recognition when she won the Nobel Prize for 
Literature in 1996. In awarding the prize, the 
Academy praised her “poetry that with ironic 
precision allows the historical and biological 
context to come to light in fragments of human 
reality.” Collections of her poems that have 
been translated into English include People on 
a Bridge (1990), View with a Grain of Sand: 
Selected Poems (1995), Miracle Fair (2001), 
and Monologue of a Dog (2005). Readers of 
Szymborska’s poetry have often noted its wit, 

irony, and deceptive simplicity. Her poetry 
examines domestic details and occasions, 
playing these against the backdrop of history.
     Szymborska lived most of her life in 
Krakow; she studied Polish literature and 
society at Jagiellonian University and worked 
as an editor and columnist. A selection of her 
reviews was published in English under the title 
Nonrequired Reading: Prose Pieces (2002). She 
received the Polish PEN Club prize, the Goethe 
Prize, and the Herder Prize.

Los Angeles Youth Head for International Meeting on 
Climate Change and Ocean Plastic Pollution in Havana, Cuba

Mark Friedman, L.A. US Hands Off Cuba 
Coalition
     A delegation of a dozen young people from 
local universities who are environmental activists 
left for a week of educational programs in Cuba 
on April 26.
     “We have an opportunity to be part of an 
international meeting hosted by the National 
Aquarium (Acuario Nacional) to discuss the 
world-wide crisis of ocean plastic pollution and 
global climate change,” said delegation leader 
Johanna Cervantes, a student at El Camino 
College.
     “As environmental activists and educators on 
board the LA Maritime Institute tall sailing ships, 
we have a lot to learn and teach others. For years 
we have been studying ocean plastics on the LA, 
Long Beach, San Pedro beaches and harbors and 
campaigning for tough legislation and leading 
activities in local middle and high schools. Our 
campaigns have been bi-lingual, reaching the 

Spanish speaking community that is most often 
left out of environmental education.”
     “This international effort is exactly what is 
needed to motivate individuals, corporations 
and governments around the world to stop 
talking the “blah, blah, blah” as Greta Thunberg 
says, and start acting to save humanity from 
impending disasters. “
     Cuba is one country that has implemented 
Tarea Vida, to fight climate change impacts on 
the island. They have moved 32,000 from near 
shore homes, and provided free housing for 
them further inland. They have planted massive 
mangroves, and moved agriculture further up 
the mountain into cooler climates,” she added.
     The aquarium program will include 
researchers, marine science majors from the 
University of Havana, representatives from 
fishery organizations and environmental groups. 
An international press conference will share the 
results.

Destination Crenshaw Open Call 
for Murals on Metro

Destination Crenshaw Mini Mural Open Call Round 4 – Deadline is June 5, 2022 
Destination Crenshaw (DC) is hosting open calls for South LA artists to showcase their talent 

and local pride as the DC construction continues. Visit their submissions website for more 
information including the guidelines and contact info. https://destinationcrenshaw.submittable.com/
submit    to have your mural for the “open air museum” the length of Metro’s new Crenshaw line. - p. 2 -
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May 1 - Sun   May Day - 
International Workers’ Day

May Day Migrant Workers’ 
March & Rally, 11a, Olympic 
& Broadway in DTLA. May Day 
Coalition-Essential and United for 
Justice. https://www.facebook.com/
events/5162329530455267

Boyle Heights May Day March & 
Rally, 12n, E. Cesar E. Chavez Ave 
& N. Matthews St., centrocso@gmail.
com, 323-943-2030

Revolutionary Internationalist 
May Day March, Rally, followed by 
Picnic, 2p, Assemble at the corner of 
Wilshire and Alvarado, Near Westlake/
MacArthur Park Metro Red Line 
Station 213-468-3189
contact@therevcoms-press.org

Municipalism Learning Series 
May Day panel online, 5-6p PDT 
via zoom. Speakers will define 
radical municipalism and frame the 
municipalist moment. Speakers 
include: KALI AKUNO, Cooperation 
Jackson,
RUTH WILSON GILMORE, CUNY 
Graduate Center, ANANYA ROY, 
UCLA Luskin, ABDOUMALIQ 
SIMONE, University of Sheffield, 
Facilitated by: ANDREW CURLEY, 
University of Arizona, FRANCISCO 
PEREZ, Center for Popular 
Economics, BLAIR TAYLOR, Institute 
for Social Ecology, YVONNE YEN 
LIU, Los Angeles for All. RSVP at 
https://www.municipalism.org/ Zoom 
link will be sent after registration. 
Local watch party: Los Angeles for All 
is a network of self-organized social 
movements. We launch on May 1, 
2022. We will gather from 5:00 to 
9:00 PM at the Robinson Space in 
Historic Filipinotown. We will have 
live music, DJs, food, and community 
resources.https://www.facebook.com/
events/443811150853067

Committee for Racial Justice 
presents:  Students Talk with 
an Expert About Racial Trauma 
at School,  6:30 - 8:00 pm 
Zoom meeting open to all. Click 
the following link to register in 
order to be sent the link to join 
the meeting: https://us02web.
zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYlf-
hrDsqGdbB9SKU7dddMqAIQy1juhwz
      The Committee For Racial Justice 
will hold a STUDENT FORUM as a 
safe space for students to share some 
of their difficult experiences at school 
and talk with an expert in racial trauma 
and its generational effects.  Chantilly 
Wijayasinha, LCSW, MPH, is the 
Director at Family Service of Santa 
Monica – a division of Vista Del Mar.  
She is committed to using her role to 
dismantle structures of oppression 
through direct impact, such as leading 
Vista Del Mar’s Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion Taskforce.  In her work at 
Vista, Chantilly has developed and 
facilitates workshops on Transracial 
Adoption and LGBTQ+ Youth in 

- p. 3 -

Systems of Care for prospective 
adoptive parents and currently runs 
Racial Justice and Social Oppression 
workgroups for her staff.  Furthermore, 
she provides clinical supervision 
to MSW interns and highly values 
mentoring the next wave of social 
workers in the field. Chantilly is a 
member of the Building Bridges 
Initiative Leaders of Color Workgroup 
and is a Board Member for the Field 
Advisory Board at USC.
     In Santa Monica an Instagram 
account named Dear Samohi caused 
quite a stir years ago when it was 
started to provide a resource for Black 
students to air their issues related 
to racial microaggressions.  Come 
and hear if the students think that 
anything has changed since and what 
challenges they are facing today.  
Chantilly will also talk with them about 
some of the things they need in order 
to do well in school and students will 
share their own ideas. There will be 
Q & A time and all students, parents, 
and anyone who wants to learn more 
about how to deal with trauma and 
help themselves & others achieve 
their maximum potential are welcome 
to attend.  Click on the link above to 
register and then you will be sent the 
zoom link for this May 1st workshop. 
For more information, call Joanne at 
310-422-5431

May 2 - Mon

Santa Monica-Malibu USD “State 
of Our Schools” livestream: 
Emerging Stronger, 5:30p/ bit.ly/
SMMUSDsosEvent050222 with Supt. 
Dr. Ben Drati, school board, teachers, 
parents, students.

Online Film Screening: Barbara 
Lee: Speaking Truth to Power, 
(Abby Ginzberg, 2021, 82 min, USA) 
7p, Co-sponsors: Merrill College, 
UCSC Cultural Arts and Diversity 
Resource Center. Register to reserve 
your free in-person ticket or join 
virtually by Zoom at bit.ly/RW22May2. 
Free on-demand streaming of Barbara 
Lee: Speaking Truth to Power from 
April 27-May 2 at bit.ly/BarbaraLee 
See http://www.reelwork.org/schedule.
htm for the entire “Reel Work” Labor 
May Day film festival continuing 
through the end of May.

May 3 - Tue

Healing: When a Nurse becomes a 

patient”, 11:15a, zoom link at smc.
edu/calendar. Info at SMC Office of 
Public Programs, 310-434-4100

Violence Interrupters: A Key 
Element of Justice Reform, 1-2p 
PDT online from fncl.org Traditionally, 
cities have responded to community-
level violence by increasing the 
presence of a militarized police force. 
This solution has repeatedly failed 
with sometimes fatal consequences; 
compounding trauma and leading to 
more violence. A new solution, one 
that comes from within the community 
itself, offers a new way forward: 
violence interrupters. Join FCNL 
General Secretary Bridget Moix and 
José Woss to learn about the work 
FCNL is doing to promote violence 
interrupters as a way to address 
violence in communities. https://www.fcnl.
org/events/violence-interrupters-key-element-

justice-reform

May 4 - Wed

The 49th Hexagram by Ho tzu 
Nyen (2020) through May 8 at the 
Hammer Museum is a two-channel 
video and sound installation that 
explores the construction of cultural 
memory and political narrative 
surrounding the history of the Korean 
peninsula. Employing the services of 
an animation studio in Pyongyang, 
North Korea, Ho Tzu Nyen’s (b. 1976, 
Singapore) recent work reinterprets 
scenes of political uprising and mass 
demonstration as depicted in South 
Korean narrative film and television. 
The project aims to form a direct 
relationship between South Korea’s 
political history and the tensions that 
still define the country’s relationship 
with its northern counterpart. The 
result is, in the artist’s words, a “game 
of exquisite corpse across geopolitical 
barriers.” The video installation is 
complemented by an experimental 
soundtrack developed in collaboration 
with Korean artists and musicians Bek 
Hyunjin, Park Minhee, and Ryu Hankil. 
Offering two vocal renditions of texts 
from the forty-ninth hexagram of the 
I-Ching, an ancient Chinese divination 
manual, the installation’s soundtrack 
composites historical interpretation 
with translation to speak of revolution 
and renewal. https://hammer.ucla.edu/

exhibitions/2022/hammer-projects-ho-tzu-nyen

May 5 - Thu   Cinco de Mayo

A Revolutionary Moment: The 
Paris Commune, 5p online event 
by American Friends Service Comm 
-Chicago and PO Box Collective: a 
discussion with author of The Paris 
Commune: A Brief History, Carolyn 
J. Eichner. We’ll discuss the 72 
days of the Commune, which stands 
as a critical and pivotal moment in 
nineteenth-century history, a crucible 
allowing glimpses of alternate 
possibilities. Upending hierarchies 
of class, religion, and gender, the 
Commune is a touchstone for the 
subsequent century -and-a-half 
of revolutionary and radical social 
movements. What inspiration and 
lessons can we draw from it for our 
current moment? The book is great 
and 108 pages, so grab a copy and 
read before the event if you can! 
BOOK DISCOUNT: 30% OFF + free 
shipping rutgersuniversitypress.
org or 1 800 621 2736 US orders 
only • Code: RFLR19 CAROLYN 
J. EICHNER teaches in the 
Departments of History and Women’s 
& Gender Studies at the University 
of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. Her books 
include “Surmounting the Barricades: 
Women in the Paris Commune” 
and the forthcoming “Feminism’s 
Empire.” https://www.facebook.com/

events/556372439214079/

May 6 - Fri

Unearthing, Discovering, 
Unlearning: Armenian Indigeneity 
in Turkey Online event by Promise 
Institute for Human Rights and The 
Promise Armenian Institute at UCLA 
with professor Talin Suciyan of the 
Ludwig-Maximilian University of 
Munich. Ruken Sengul, Ph.D., will 
provide discussant commentary 
followed by Q&A. Registration for this 
lecture is required. RSVP at bit.ly/
PAI4-26-22. Genocide is the utmost 
manifestation of colonial violence 
and therefore it is the most durable 
method of building institutionalized 
structures. Not all colonial powers 
committed genocides. Yet, many of 
the tools of governance utilized by 
the US and Turkey can be traced 
back to colonial practices and 
genocidal violence. One of the most 
tragic aspects of this structural and 
institutionalized violence is the fact 
that Armenians born and raised in 
Turkey are forcibly denied access to 
their indigeneity. Their indigenous 
knowledge and history which comes 
from being an annihilated population 
in their ancestral lands make their 
experience very similar to that of 
indigenous Americans. Being deprived 
of one’s own history, not knowing 
the names or whereabouts of one’s 
relatives, missing the basic knowledge 
about one’s roots and unlearning 
the catastrophic experiences of 
one’s ancestors over the last 100 
years continue to perpetuate those 
structures of denial built through 
genocide. This lecture is co-sponsored 
by the UCLA Center for Near Eastern 
Studies, the UCLA Working Group 
in Memory Studies, the UCLA 
Department of Comparative Literature, 
and the Promise Institute for Human 
Rights at UCLA Law.
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Rising to Return National 
Conference, Al-Awda, The Palestine 
Right to Return Coalition and Al-
Awda NY: The Palestine Right to 
Return Coalition, People’s Forum, 
320 W 37th St, NY 10018. Opens 
Friday, 5:30p. REGISTER NOW: 
tinyurl.com/risingtoreturn Mapping 
strategies to advance Palestinian 
liberation and return; Devising tactics 
to dismantle zionist supremacy and 
colonization. Join us for a weekend of 
strategic collaboration for advancing 
Palestinian liberation and return. 
The conference will include film 
screenings, poetry, music, organizers, 
activists and speakers from Palestine 
and globally ~ combined in a weekend 
of intensive workshops geared to craft 
advanced strategies for advancing the 
Palestinian liberation movement. See 
program and speakers here: https://
alawdaconference.org/

May 7 - Sat

CultivaLA- Health Fair at the 
Westlake Community Garden with 
Los Malditos (Cumbia)
11a-4p. Join Levitt LA as we share the 
joy of music at the annual CultivaLA 
Spring Health Fair at their Westlake 
Community Garden. Their mission 
is to transform healthy food access 
and wellness through people, social 
enterprise and environmental justice. 
This free, all ages community event is 
created to offer access to resources 
and to bring people together. This is 
a second-year partnership for WE 
RISE and we look forward to seeing 
you there! 599 Columbia Street, Los 
Angeles, CA 90057

Rising to Return Al Awda national 
conference, see May 6

May 8 - Sun   Mothers’ Day (for 
Peace)

Rising to Return Al Awda national 
conference, see May 6

May 9 - Mon

May 10 - Tue   Mothers’ Day in 
Mexico and Central America

On-line Film Screening - A Crip 
Camp: A Disability Revolution, 
(James LeBrecht, Nicole Newham, 
Sara Bolder, 2020, 106 min, USA). 7p, 
Panel moderator: Brenda Gutierrez 
Baeza. Speakers: James LeBrecht, 
filmmaker & aactivist; John Daugherty, 
accessibility coordinator. Co-sponsors: 
Shared Adventures, Santa Cruz 
County Commission on Disabilities, 
Pacific Blue Inn. Register to reserve 
your free ticket at bit.ly/RW22May10 
Watch Crip Camp on Netflix

May 11 - Wed

Ulysses Jenkins: Without Your 
Interpretation installation at the 
Hammer Museum thru May 15. 
The first major retrospective of 
the groundbreaking video and 
performance artist. A pivotal influence 
on contemporary art for over 50 
years, Ulysses Jenkins (b. 1946, Los 
Angeles) is a groundbreaking video 
artist who emerged in the late-1970s. 
Beginning as a painter and muralist, 
Jenkins was introduced to video just 
as the first consumer cameras were 
made available to individuals, and 
he quickly seized upon television 

The Public Relations Man © 2022 by Y. B. Normal

technology as a means to broadcast 
alternative and critical depictions of 
multiculturalism —citing the catalyst 
of Melvin Van Peebles’s Sweet 
Sweetback’s Baadasssss Song 
(1971) and its call to Black filmmakers 
to control their subject-hood by 
controlling the media depicting them. 
Adopting the role of a “video griot,” 
Jenkins draws upon the inspiration 
of oral traditions in videos often 
structured around music, poetry, and 
dynamic performances. https://hammer.ucla.
edu/exhibitions/2022/ulysses-jenkins-without-your-
interpretation

May 12 - Thu

Raised By A Voice: Warsan Shire 
And Morgan Parker On Mothers, 
Daughters, And Healing Through 
History, 7p, California African 
American Museum,  FREE. Part of 
PEN America World Voices Festival 
om MY and LA. Somali British writer 
Warsan Shire was awarded the 
inaugural Brunel International African 
Poetry Prize and served as the first 
Young Poet Laureate of London. 

She is the youngest member of the 
Royal Society of Literature and is 
included in the Penguin Modern Poets 
series. The celebrated collaborator 
on Beyonce’s Lemonade who, in her 
poetry, “conjures up a new language 
for belonging and displacement” 
(The New Yorker) will be joined 
in conversation with National 
Book Critics Circle Award-winning 
poet Morgan Parker—a “dynamic 
craftsperson” of “considerable 
consequence in American poetry” 
(The New York Times), who “explores 
how identities are constructed, not 
only through the prism of race but 

also through 
historical 
legacies 
and pop 
culture” (Time 
Magazine). 
These two 
titans of 
contemporary 
poetry will 
read their 
work and 
discuss family, 
diaspora, 
trauma, 
resilience, and 
Shire’s latest 
collection of 
poems, Bless 
the Daughter 
Raised by a 
Voice in Her 
Head, which 
she describes 
as “songs for 
the refugee.” 
Booksales by 
Reparations 
Club. https://
worldvoices.
pen.org/session/
raised-by-a-voice-

warsan-shire-and-morgan-parker-on-mothers-
daughters-and-healing-through-history/

May 13 - Fri

Sabiha Sertel’s Struggle for Modern 
Turkey: Justice, Activism and a 
Revolutionary Female Journalist 
Online event 9a by Ottoman and 
Turkish Studies Association. Tia 
O’Brien (Journalist & Editor) and 
Nur Deriş (Conference Interpreter), 
who edited the English translation of 
Sabiha Sertel’s autobiography, are 
also relatives of Sertel. At the fifth 
session of the OTSA Co-Op, they will 
introduce their pioneering relative, 
the nation’s first professional female 
journalist, and her autobiography, 
which chronicles Sertel’s unrelenting 
push for democracy and social 
reforms, ending in exile. James Meyer 
(Montana State University) and James 
Ryan (New York University) will talk 
about their experience teaching the 
book in their classes. Ezgi Başaran 
(Journalist) will reflect on Sertel’s 
experiences from the perspective of a 

contemporary 
journalist in 
Turkey. The 
session will 
be chaired 
by Benjamin 
Fortna 
(University 
of Arizona). 
https://www.facebook.
com/72170204660/

Culver City 
Arts District 
Night Market, 

5-10p. Free. The Culver City Arts 
District Night Market at Ivy Station 
Presented by Ting is now a monthly 
event! Join us for the May market on 
Fri, May 13 from 5pm-10pm outdoors 
at Ivy Station. Dozens of local 
vendors, food trucks, an outdoor bar, 
games, and music make this a great 
destination for date night, a meetup 
with friends, or a family outing.
www.eventbrite.com/e/culver-city-arts-district-
night-market-at-ivy-station-presented-by-ting-
registration-325188777387

May 14 - Sat

The Word For The World Is Forest: 
A Walking Conversation With 
Trees, 3p, The Huntington, Pasadena.  
FREE WITH REGISTRATION to 
PEN America World Voices Festival. 
Join forest ecologist Suzanne 
Simard, poets Amy Gerstler and 
Kinsale Drake, and The Huntington’s 
Director of Botanical Gardens Nicole 
Cavender for a walking lecture and 
poetry reading set among three 
tree communities in the Huntington 
Gardens. In the spirit of Ursula K. 
LeGuin’s novella The Word for World 
Is Forest, this event celebrates the 
forest’s consciousness and trees’ 
ability to care for one another, listen to 
the world, and respond with inspired 
ingenuity. Co-presented with The 
Huntington. https://worldvoices.pen.org/los-

angeles-events/

May 15 - Sun

KPFK Local Station Board meeting, 
10a, via zoom Half-hour of public 
comment interspersed. https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/81829014778?pwd=ZVpyVDZoTHhY
TEROTTM3clRUZnV4dz09
Meeting ID: 818 2901 4778 Passcode: 
408970 One tap mobile +16699006
833,,81829014778#,,,,*408970# US 
(San Jose)

AJASS - documentary film debut, 
11a-4p, Online event by Elombe 
Brath Foundation. You don’t want to 
miss the debut documentary film for 
AJASS: The Pioneers of the Black 
is Beautiful Movement Reserve Your 
Ticket Now.Less Than A Month Away.
http://elombebrathfoundation.org/ 646-694-8139

elombebrathfoundation@gmail.com

May 16 - Mon

Poor People’s Campaign 
Mobilization Tour, 4:30-7:30p, LA 
City Hall. Building towards the PPC 
poor people and low wage workers’ 
assembly and rally in Washington 
DC June 18. The Poor People’s 
Campaign: A National Call for Moral 
Revival invites you to join poor and 
low-income, directly impacted people, 
faith leaders, and moral advocates 
from California, Arizona, Oregon, 
Utah and Washington for the The 
Mass Poor People’s & Low-Wage 
Workers’ Assembly and Moral March 
on Washington and to the Polls 
Mobilization Tour in person and online 
Monday May 16th. We’ll be gathering 
at 4:30PM PT. The March will begin 
at 5pm PT and the Mass Assembly 
at 6pm. FREE OUTDOOR EVENT. 
The priorities and demands of poor 
and low-wealth Californians and 
neighbors will be front and center 
as we continue to demonstrate the 
voting and moral power of those most 
impacted by the policy violence of 
the US Congress and state houses. 
Somebody’s hurting our people, it’s 
gone on far too long, and we WON’T 
BE SILENT ANYMORE! tinyurl.com/
LAMoralMarch

May 17 - Tue

How We Work: Virtual panel 
discussion and Q&A with 
filmmakers on the artistry with which 
workers carry out their vocations. 
Register at bit.ly/RW22May17 This 
week’s featured films available May 
11-17 for free on-demand streaming:
Work Songs (Mark Street, 2019, 
68 min, USA) Workers find meaning 
in their jobs in an unsupportive 



- p. 5 -

climate. Stream on demand at bit.ly/
RW22Songs
Weavers (Tejedoras) (Ana 
Micenmacher, 2021, 16 min, 
Uruguay) Uruguayan women figure 
out a knitting collective to sustain 
themselves. Stream on demand at bit.
ly/RW22Weavers
The Victorias (Ethan Fuirst, 2021, 15 
min, USA) Union actresses in New 
York shared a role and a fate.
Stream on demand at bit.ly/
RW22Victorias
Don’t Put Her Down (Julia Golonka, 
2021, 33 min, USA) Hazel Dickens, 
the first woman of bluegrass
Stream on demand at bit.ly/
RW22Hazel
Active (citizen) (Piotr Goldstein, 
2019, 30 min, Serbia) A Roma refugee 
from Kosovo constructs a life in 
Serbia. Stream on demand at bit.ly/
RW22Citizen
Fantasma Neon (Leonardo Martinelli, 
2021, 20 min, Brazil) A bicycle 
delivery man in Rio learns the dance 
steps. Stream on demand at bit.ly/
RW22Neon

May 18 - Wed

May 19 - Thu   Birthday of Malcolm 
X, Yuri Kochiyama, Ho Chi Minh, 
Lorraine Hansberry

The World of Ancient Iran and 
the West - UCLA Conference by 
Pourdavoud Center for the Study of 
the Iranian World. An International 
Symposium Convened by M. Rahim 
Shayegan (University of California, 
Los Angeles) and Jeffrey Spier 
(J. Paul Getty Museum) May 
19–20, 314 Royce Hall, Morning 
Refreshments: 8a, Panels Begin: 
9a. The Pourdavoud Center for the 
Study of the Iranian World and the 
Getty are convening for a third year 
an international symposium on the 
exchanges between ancient Iran 
and the Classical world. This year’s 
symposium, held at UCLA over two 
days (May 19 and 20, 2022), will mark 
the launch of the exhibit, Persia: 
Ancient Iran and the Classical 
World at the Getty Villa in the spring 

of 2022. The symposium will include 
invited speakers, UC faculty, and 
Getty scholars, whose research 
pertains to the nexus between ancient 
Persia and the West. The overarching 
themes covered by the symposium 
are: Achaemenid Persia and the West; 
Iran and the Hellenistic World; and 
Eastern and Western Entanglements 
in the Post-Hellenistic and Late 
Antique Periods. The link for online 
hybrid attendance is: https://ucla.
zoom.us/j/92658651250

May 20 - Fri

Ancient Iran and the West, see May 
19.

May 21 - Sat

Migration Celebration! 10a-2p, 

Ballona Discovery park, 
13110 Bluff Creek Dr, 
Playa Vista 90094. 
7th annual celebration 
of migratory birds in 
the wetlands. Games, 
science lab, scavenger 
hunts, fun for all ages. 
Live birds, live music.

Opposing Racism 
& Censorship in 
Progressive Media, 
12n online via zoom 
by Pacifica Fightback. 
Hear from Black, 
Indigenous, Raza, 
Asian and other 
critical and radical 
broadcasters who 
have been censored 
or removed from the 
airwaves at WMNF 
Tampa FL, and KPFT 
Houston TX, as well 
as Spanish-language 
programmers under 
threat at KPFK. https://
pacificafightback.org for 
background. 

May 22 - Sun

May 23 - Mon

May 24 - Tue

Virtual panel discussion: The Belly 
of the Beast, 7pm. bit.ly/RW22May24 
Erika Cohen, film-maker. The pursuit 
of justice for women in prison who 
were sterilized without their consent.

May 25 - Wed

Hidden History Revealed: Through 
the Lens of Arthur Rothstein. 5p 
online, Holocaust Mueum event. 
Arthur Rothstein played a pivotal role 
in the New Deal photo-documentary 
project that became our nation’s 
collective memory of the Great 
Depression and the Dust Bowl. This 
was a prelude to his sensitive photo-
essay depicting the Jewish refugee 
community stranded in Shanghai 
after WWII. In this illustrated talk, the 
photographer’s daughter, Dr. Ann 

Rothstein Segan, 
will illuminate the 
path that led her 
father to China, 
and then back 
home to a career 
that shaped the 
visual culture of 
post-war America 
during the Golden 
Age of picture 
magazines. 
This program 
is presented 
in conjunction 
with Holocaust 
Museum LA’s 
special exhibition, 
Hidden History: 
Recounting 
the Shanghai 
Jewish Story. 
Hidden History: 
Recounting 
the Shanghai 
Jewish Story is 
sponsored by 
the East West 
Bank Foundation 
and the Carl K. 
Moy and Linda 
C. Moy Family 
Foundation. https://
www.facebook.com/

events/985991185626837/ 323) 651-3704 
info@hmla.org

May 26 - Thu

Public Tour—Talking Back to 
Power, 2:30p, Skirball Cultural Center, 
free on Thursdays -reservations 
required. Join us for a docent-led tour 
of Talking Back to Power: Projects by 
Aram Han Sifuentes and spend an 
hour exploring the multimedia artworks 
inspired by the artist’s family history 
and social practice. This guided 
experience will also include a visit to 
view sculptures by Han Sifuentes on 
view within the Skirball’s permanent 
exhibition, Visions and Values: Jewish 
Life from Antiquity to America. Spend 
time after the tour visiting “I’ll Have 
What She’s Having”: The Jewish 
Deli or exploring Talking Back to 
Power further. https://www.skirball.
org/programs/public-tours/public-tour-
talking-back-power

May 27 - Fri

Santa Anita Racetrack Amusement 
Park, 11a-7p. $20. There will be a 
different kind of speed on display at 
scenic Santa Anita Park when the 
race track turns into the Santa Anita 
Carnival just in time for Memorial Day 
weekend fun. Bring out the entire 
family and enjoy a wide selection of 
thrilling rides, challenging midway 
games, delicious carnival snacks and 
much more. This ticket snags you an 
unlimited ride wristband, giving you 
the chance to get dizzy and make 
your stomach drop over and over. 
As an added bonus, the ponies will 
have a full slate of races, making this 
a weekend to remember! https://www.
goldstar.com/events/arcadia-ca/santa-anita-

carnival-tickets-1

May 28 - Sat

May 29 - Sun

Topanga Days, 1440 N Topanga 
Canyon Blvd, Topanga, CA 90290-
4274, 10a-7p. Tickets:
topangadays.topangacommunitycenter.
org/tickets Celebrating 47 Years, 
Topanga Days Returns With
Live Music, Fun For The Whole 
Family, Artisans, Food and a Two-Day 
Memorial Weekend Full Of Topanga 
Hospitality!

May 30 - Mon   Memorial Day

Topanga Days, see May 29

May 31 - Tue

Virtual panel with film-makers, 7p. 
Local 1196: A Steelworkers Strike, 
Samuel George, film-maker. On 
Strike, Zack Williams, film-maker - 
The PATCO strikers fired by Reagan 
in 1981. bit.ly/RW22May31

Through June 12: Alice Beasly 
Quilts Exhibition, 11a-4p, Wed-Sun, 
California Heritage Museum, 2612 
Main St., Santa Monica 90405. 30-yer 
retrospective of fabric art by Oakland 
quilter Alice Beasley, focusing on 
politics and how it affects the Black 
community.

Change Links cannot publish without 
your support. Send events, articles or 
poetry to changelinks2@gmail.com 
or via http://change-links.org/submit/  

Please subscribe as well.
Ongoing Events next page
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 Subscriptions to the print edition are 
$12/25/50 a year, low income, regular 
or sustainer (sliding scale), Payable 

to “AFGJ,” our fiscal sponsor, with 
“Change Links” in the memo. All 
events announced are encouraged 
to donate $5 (per event), payable 

to AFGJ, mail to Change Links, PO 
Box 34236, LA 90034. It helps keep 
this publication solvent. Thanks in 

advance.
In light of the current COVID-19 

global pandemic, and quarantines 
in California, the Change Links 

calendar has also been affected by 
cancellation of events and closure of 
venues. Consequently, we will print 

fewer copies, and mail out more, until 
further notice. You’ll notice there are 
empty dates on this calendar. Most 
have turned to virtual meetings via 

teleconferencing, etc. Therefore, we 
strongly suggest that you contact 
any event listing of interest in this 

Calendar before you attend, as the 
ones listed herein were posted prior 
to actual circumstances reaching a 

heightened level of awareness.
Please contact the event by phone, 

email or website for updates.

COVID-19 Safety Precautions
Change Links urges all our 

subscribers and readers to administer 
all necessary precautions, to ensure 
their safety.  You will find a number 

of related articles to COVID-19 in our 
print and electronic issue. We will 

continue to update you going forward.  
We advise you as well to do your 

personal research for updates from all 
available sources to you. We face a 
difficult time, and wish you and yours 

good health and tranquility as we 
weather this together. Los Angeles 
COVID protocols in effect at most 

indoor public venues: proof of 
vaccination and photo ID required 

for entry.

Other Calendars:
http://la.indymedia.org/calendar/,

https://echoparkfilmcenter.org
https://www.experism.com/los-angeles

https://www.timeout.com/los-angeles/movies/all-
of-las-outdoor-movies-in-one-calendar

 
On-Going & Continuing Events

1st of each month, PeoplesStrike 
actions called by a national 
united front coalition initiated by 
Cooperation Jackson in Mississippi 
(see Mondays for more into). www.
cooperationjackson.org

3rd Sunday, SoCal350 monthly 
meeting, 3-5 p, Physical meeting 
canceled, virtual “meeting” scheduled. 
http://bit.ly/SoCal350Updates;  
facebook.com/SoCal350 Climate 
Action.

Mondays, PeoplesStrike organizing 
calls, 9a PDT, zoom call https://
peoplesstrike.org/ https://www.
facebook.com/PeoplesStrike 
mayday2020generalstrike@gmail.com 
for details

Mondays, Support Honduran 
Refugees, 6-8p, Central American 
Resource Center (CARECEN-LA), 
2845 W 7th St, LA. Offices are closed, 
call for details: (213)-385-7800. In the 
San Fernando Valley: 213-385-7800 
ext. 122

Tuesdays, Join Black Lives Matter, 
Stop LAPD Spying and allies at 
LA Police Commission meeting 
via zoom to speak out against racist 

police murders with impunity. Police 
Commission meetings are being held 
via Zoom call, with the option to call in 
by phone to observe and (occasionally 
and arbitrarily) to comment. In 
response to increased public scrutiny, 
they changed their rules and only allow 
public comments of 1 minute each on 
two specific items and general public 
comment as the first agenda item, so 
call in promptly to get on the stack. 
https://lapd.zoom.us/s/289225944

Tuesday eves, Stop LAPD Spying 
Coalition meetings have been 
changed to teleconference. LA CAN, 
838  E. 6th St. LA, CA 90021, is closed 
to the public. http://stoplapdspying.org 
- see website for meeting topics. https://
www.facebook.com/stoplapdspying

Tuesdays, 8:30-10p, Second Draft 
LA, open mic cold read of writing and 
acting (virtual, not at Art Share-LA, 801 
E 4th Pl, LA 90013). https://artsharela.
org (213) 687-4278. https://zoom.
us/j/9103444651 Pwd: artshare

Wednesdays, 4-6p, Fund Services 
Not Police, #EndPoliceAssociations 
BLM-LA and allies vigil/protest outside 
LA Police Protective League (who 
protest killer cops from accountability), 
1313 W. 8th St in downtown LA, across 
from the ACLU-SoCal headquarters. 
Hear from families who have lost loved 
ones to racist state terror.

1st Thursday, 6-8p, Justice Not Jails, 
has switched to a virtual meeting. 
https://zoom.us/j/529548178 You can 
also call in by dialing: 301 715 8592 
US Meeting ID: 529 548 17. RSVP to 
Larry Foy at:
Lfoy@im4humanintegrity.org.

Thursdays, 5:30-7p, Operation Ally 
Weekly Social Justice Conference 
Call, fb.com/justadvocacy
http://advocacyproject.org/ (888) 407-
4101 Join the Operation Ally weekly 
zoom conference call to gain
insight into the issues of systemic 
oppression, organize into collaborative 
efforts and strategize the dismantling 
of these systems. Be a part of a 
community that supports you as we 
mobilize for change. https://www.facebook.
com/events/200763851083819/

Fridays, Interfaith Communities 
United for Justice & Peace forum, 
7:30-9:30a, has switched to a virtual 

meeting on 
zoom or dial in 
by phone: 669-
900-6833 For 
details and to 
prevent zoom-
bombing, contact 
communications
@icujp.org for an 
invitation and 
instructions.

Fridays, 
Montrose Peace 
Vigil, 5:30-7p, 
Ocean View Bl 
and Honolulu Av, 
Montrose.

Saturdays, 
Crenshaw 
Farmers Market, 
10a-3p, 3650 
Martin Luther 
King Blvd. offers 
fresh produce 
and artisan 
goods. Ties 
into the mall’s 
health initiative 

promoting wellness in the Crenshaw 
community. This farmers’ market 
has re-opened!  Contact Sustainable 
Economic Enterprises: www.seela.
org for other farmer’s markets that 
are also continuing with physical 
distancing (in Echo Park, Hollywood, 
Atwater Village and on Central Avenue 
in South LA).

Every 1st and 3rd Sat: End 
Homelessness Now-LA, 2-4pm, a 
grassroots campaign to pressure LA 
city and county officials to use vacant 
public properties for large, permanent, 
supportive public housing to end 
the homelessness catastrophe. Call 
or email for information on how or 
whether meetings will continue.. 323-
723-6416 endhomelessnessnowla@
gmail.com https://www.facebook.com/
endhomelessnessnowla/

Every 2nd & 4th Sat, SOLA Food 
Co-Op www.solafoodcoop.com/ 
Baldwin Hills Farmers Market has 
re-opened.. SOLA Co-Op has been 
taking orders for pick-up of various 
CSA boxes..

Last Saturday, Move to Amend 
Local Meeting, 1-3p, Holy Grounds 
Coffee & Tea, 5371 Alhambra  Ave, 
LA 90032, 323-255-1279. Call to 
check, venue probably closed.

AWARE-LA White anti-racist Saturday 
dialogues, https://www.awarela.org/
saturday-dialogue Saturday Dialogue is 
a gathering for white anti-racists who want 
to discuss issues of identity, community, 

privilege and racism in our lives with the 
intention to strengthen our practice as 
anti-racists in alliances, relationships, and 
interactions with people of color.
  Regular, recurring dialogues 
throughout the year focus on the 
intersections of multiple identities, including 
Race and Class, Sexuality and Race, and 
Gender and Race. Other workshops focus 
on relationships, Radical White Identity and 

Community, and issues such as police and 
the prison industrial complex, immigration, 
and gentrification.
  We currently have four monthly 
Saturday Dialogues, which used to meet 
in various places throughout LA County, 
and are temporarily meeting online through 
Zoom. We also have one monthly “Online 
Sunday Dialogue” which was originally 
made available for folks who cannot make 
it to meetings in LA, or on Saturdays. Sign 
up here https://actionnetwork.org/forms/
aware-la-email-list/ to receive reminder 
emails about Saturday Dialogues. We 
strongly encourage you to attend a 
Saturday Dialogue Orientation before 
attending a Saturday Dialogue. See below 
for more info.
  You must register for each space 
each time you want to attend, as all of the 
zoom links are personalized and different 
for each person/gathering.
Every 1st Saturday (Westside SD), 
1:00pm - 3:15pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsf-

yuqjsqHtYAnJ5qfW8-z-C1OyEH-LuY

Every 2nd Saturday (Encino SD), 
10:30am - 12:30pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZMsfuqsrz8vE93l1M91tYG96h8D6wg2IVcN

Every 3rd Saturday (Eastside 
SD),1:00pm - 3:00pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkfuGrrjsuE9U7F_

QxEz87reFKojZj8-ow

Every 3rd Sunday (Always Online), 
3:00pm - 5:00pm
https://msmu.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tJAsfuCppzovGNb1iGfup5qrLyLV2gLFcMSI

Every 4th Saturday (Pomona Valley 
SD), 11:00am - 1:00pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZEucuGhpj0vHdxiJyZxKAF8LCIPt8WJMetR

SATURDAY DIALOGUE 
ORIENTATION: 2nd & 4th Weds, 6-7p 
via: Zoom, register here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZ0rceuvrDoqHdV0AWp0NwBrlcpXsIcUerEx.

We strongly encourage you 
to attend a Saturday Dialogue 
Orientation before you attend a 
Saturday Dialogue. Please join us! 
In this orientation, we’ll talk about 
the purpose of Saturday Dialogues 
and why AWARE-LA organizes as a 
white anti-racist community. We’ll go 
over what a typical Saturday Dialogue 
agenda looks like, and talk about the 
different types of content that we do 
throughout the year. We’ll also tell you 
about the organizational structure of 
AWARE-LA, and then close out our 
time together with an opportunity for 
newcomers to ask questions of our 
facilitation team.

Accessibility: We can provide ASL 
interpreters and closed captioning 
upon request. To ensure availability, 
please make your request at least 72 
hours prior to the event you wish to 
attend. Contact: awarela@gmail.com 
with questions

All Laughtears.com events are on-
line, until further notice. We’ll be 
meeting in the clouds a la Richard 
Brautigan, who said, “Everyone has 
a place in history. Mine is clouds.” 
Feel safe! Call Gerry Fialka for weekly 
zoom & video chat sessions 310-306-
7330, email: pfsuzy@aol.com.

Public Tour—Talking Back to Power, Skirball Cultural Center, 
see Thursday, May 26 for details.



ETHNIC
STUDIES

at U.C.
... Continued from p. 1

by a workgroup of twenty ethnic 
studies experts, both scholars and 
teacher-practitioners, whom the 
Board of Admissions and Relations 
with Schools (BOARS) convened 
from across the UC system. Six 
of these specialists served on 
the writing team charged with 
producing a draft of the criteria 
within a process that was conducted 
with integrity and care. 
    It entailed multiple rounds of 
review, feedback, and revision, 
including the incorporation of 
recommendations not just from 
the larger workgroup but also from 
BOARS. On the basis of the writing 
team’s exhaustive edits, BOARS 
approved the proposal on November 
5, 2021. Since then, feedback from 
the UC academic senates has also 
been overwhelmingly supportive.
     Yet during a time of intensified 
racist violence and proliferating racist 
misinformation, when the need for 
ethnic studies is more apparent and 
urgent than ever, the UC ethnic studies 
requirement has come under virulent 
attack. 
     This curriculum, which has the 
overwhelming support of Native 
peoples and communities of color, 
risks being pushed to the margins once 
again. Naysayers with no expertise 
in ethnic studies not only presume to 
define the field, rendering it completely 
unrecognizable to its practitioners, but 
also have sought to intervene in the UC 
system-wide deliberative process.
     Then and now, ethnic studies 
comes with a struggle. Then and now, 
we must be willing to stand against 
racism. Even as ethnic studies is an 
evolving interdisciplinary area of 
study, research, and praxis where ideas 
can and should be contested, as an 
over fifty-year-old field that emerged 
from decades of socially engaged 
scholarship, sustained community 
engagement, and resistance to racism, 
it is not a free-for-all. 
     Unlike traditional academic 
disciplines which unreflexively center 
and reproduce whiteness, ethnic 
studies was forged, in the first instance, 
through the far-sighted efforts of 
students of color and Native students 
to make California public universities 
responsive and accountable to their 
needs and interests. This imperative 
must be honored.
     More than fifty years have passed 
since students first rose up at SF 
State and UC Berkeley. The time for 
ethnic studies was then. The time for 
ethnic studies is now. It is in a spirit 
of solidarity with ethnic studies and its 
guiding and animating principles that 
we, the undersigned, express our full 
support of the UC A-G ethnic studies 
requirement, as drafted by experts in 
the field.
     Sign on here: https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4eti8_uzfLxiWxmClkFlp_
CfyyWPxHdXtewIKrWGfCRXm7w/viewform
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a Russian spy with the pretext that 
he had two passports, a Spanish 
one with his Spanish name and a 
Russian one with his Russian name. 
Authorities also found his debit card 
with the world-famous credit union 
of the Mondragon cooperatives to be 
proof that he was a “communist.” The 
likelier reason for his arrest is that he 
was reporting on the difficulties people 
of color had in fleeing Ukraine and 
entering eastern European countries 
as refugees. Read more and sign a 
petition here: https://www.change.
org/p/respeten-los-derechos-del-
periodista-pablo-gonz%C3%A1lez-
detenido-en-polonia-el-28-de-febrero
     Locally, LA Sheriff Alex 
Villanueva attacked and threatened 
criminal prosecution of a reporter for 
the LA Times who exposed a cover-
up of brutality against a handcuffed 
prisoner by sheriff’s deputies. Only 
after resounding criticism did he back 
off threats of investigating Times staff 
writer Alene Tchekmedyian. Similar 
to Assange, she had obtained sheriff’s 
dept. video footage showing the 
offense.
     Meanwhile, even progressive 
outlets like Pacifica radio have not 
been immune from the censorship 
and narrowing of the parameters of 
acceptable criticism and dissent in 
time of war. Garland Nixon, a Black 

broadcast journalist and analyst on 
WPFW also carried on KPFK, has 
been criticized as a “purveyor of 
Russian propaganda” by another 
KPFK host, aligned to the Democratic 
Party, for questioning the US-NATO 
line and its practice over three decades 
of using military means to strengthen 
US domination and hegemony in 
Europe, Africa and elsewhere. At 
Pacifica affiliate WMNF in Tampa 
FL, a recent corporatization of the 
station and its content has resulted in 
the elimination of critical, community-
oriented programs, substituting for 
them with white-hosted music shows, 
and dropping independent public 
affairs programming that questioned 
US policy in NATO. A similar purge 
that took place at KPFT in Houston 
TX has still not yet been fully 
reversed, with younger programmers 
of color like those involved with 
the IndyMedia show there still not 
restored to the airwaves. There will 
be a national virtual town hall on 
these themes on Saturday, May 21 
at 12 noon PDT, hosted by Pacifica 
Fightback, a national coalition of 
listeners and mostly unpaid staff from 
all five Pacifica stations and some 
independent producers and community 
stations like WMNF. See the calendar 
listings for more detail.

     It is imperative that the peace 
movement, civil libertarians, anti-
racists, and other progressives step up 
to link this struggle for free speech to 
a larger and more effective opposition 
to the US war machine, as well as the 
war in Ukraine. The “great power” 
struggle for global hegemony and 
spheres of influence that has produced 
this costly war (as well as those less 
documented and propagandized 
by Western media, such as Israeli 
atrocities in Palestine, US- and 
UK-armed Saudi war in Yemen, 
NATO wars in Kosovo (former 
Yugoslavia), Libya and Afghanistan) 
is a manifestation of the weakness 
of the left and peace movement, of 
inadequate international solidarity 
and independent class struggle against 
the capitalist and imperialist rulers of 
all countries, including the US. The 
road to peace, justice and freedom of 
expression is charted and built through 
resolute and principled struggle 
against exploitation, colonialism 
and oppression, on the basis of 
internationalist and inter-communal 
solidarity of all poor and working 
people against the ruling class and 
its oligarchic multi-billionaires. Free 
speech must be defended through 
social and political struggle, not by 
robber barons like Elon Musk buying 
twitter.

Casualties of War: Truth & Journalism
...Continued from p. 1

From Mosul to Raqqa to Mariupol, Killing Civilians is a Crime
by Medea Benjamin and Nicolas J. S. Davies

     People in the US have been shocked by the death 
and destruction of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, filling 
our screens with bombed buildings and dead bodies 
lying in the street. But the United States and its allies 
have waged war in country after country for decades, 
carving swathes of destruction through cities, towns and 
villages on a far greater scale than has so far disfigured 
Ukraine. 
     As we recently reported, the U.S. and its allies have 
dropped over 337,000 bombs and missiles, or 46 per 
day, on nine countries since 2001 alone. Senior U.S. 
Defense Intelligence Agency officers told Newsweek that 
the first 24 days of Russia’s bombing of Ukraine was 
less destructive than the first day of U.S. bombing in Iraq 
in 2003.
     The U.S.-led campaign against ISIS in Iraq and 
Syria bombarded those countries with over 120,000 
bombs and missiles, the heaviest bombing anywhere in 
decades. U.S. military officers told Amnesty International 
that the U.S. assault on Raqqa in Syria was also the 
heaviest artillery bombardment since the Vietnam War. 
     Mosul in Iraq was the largest city that the United 
States and its allies reduced to rubble in that campaign, 
with a pre-assault population of 1.5 million. About 
138,000 houses were damaged or destroyed by 
bombing and artillery, and an Iraqi Kurdish intelligence 
report counted at least 40,000 civilians killed.
     Raqqa, which had a population of 300,000, was 
gutted even more. A UN assessment mission reported 
that 70-80% of buildings were destroyed or damaged. 
Syrian and Kurdish forces in Raqqa reported counting 
4,118 civilian bodies. Many more deaths remain 
uncounted in the rubble of Mosul and Raqqa. Without 
comprehensive mortality surveys, we may never know 
what fraction of the actual death toll these numbers 
represent.
     The Pentagon promised to review its policies on 
civilian casualties in the wake of these massacres, and 
commissioned the Rand Corporation to conduct a study 
titled, “Understanding Civilian Harm in Raqqa and Its 
Implications For Future Conflicts,” which has now been 
made public. 
     Even as the world recoils from the shocking violence 
in Ukraine, the premise of the Rand Corp study is that 
U.S. forces will continue to wage wars that involve 
devastating bombardments of cities and populated 
areas, and that they must therefore try to understand 

how they can do so without killing quite so many civilians.
     The study runs over 100 pages, but it never comes to grips 
with the central problem, which is the inevitably devastating 
and deadly impacts of firing explosive weapons into inhabited 
urban areas like Mosul in Iraq, Raqqa in Syria, Mariupol in 
Ukraine, Sanaa in Yemen or Gaza in Palestine.  
     The development of “precision weapons” has demonstrably 
failed to prevent these massacres. The United States unveiled 
its new “smart bombs” during the First Gulf War in 1990-1991. 
But they in fact comprised only 7% of the 88,000 tons of 
bombs it dropped on Iraq, reducing “a rather highly urbanized 
and mechanized society” to “a pre-industrial age nation” 
according to a UN survey. 
     Instead of publishing actual data on the accuracy of these 
weapons, the Pentagon has maintained a sophisticated 
propaganda campaign to convey the impression that they 
are 100% accurate and can strike a target like a house or 
apartment building without harming civilians in the surrounding 
area. 
     However, during the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003, Rob 
Hewson, the editor of an arms trade journal that reviews the 
performance of air-launched weapons, estimated that 20 to 
25% of U.S. “precision” weapons missed their targets. 
     Even when they do hit their target, these weapons do 
not perform like space weapons in a video game. The most 
commonly used bombs in the U.S. arsenal are 500 lb bombs, 
with an explosive charge of 89 kilos of Tritonal. According to 
UN safety data, the blast alone from that explosive charge is 
100% lethal up to a radius of 10 meters, and will break every 
window within 100 meters. 
     That is just the blast effect. Deaths and horrific injuries are 
also caused by collapsing buildings and flying shrapnel and 
debris - concrete, metal, glass, wood etc. 
     A strike is considered accurate if it lands within a “circular 
error probable,” usually 10 meters around the object being 
targeted. So in an urban area, if you take into account the 
“circular error probable,” the blast radius, flying debris and 
collapsing buildings, even a strike assessed as “accurate” is 
very likely to kill and injure civilians. 
     U.S. officials draw a moral distinction between this 
“unintentional” killing and the “deliberate” killing of civilians by 
terrorists. But the late historian Howard Zinn challenged this 
distinction in a letter to the New York Times in 2007. He wrote,
     “These words are misleading because they assume 
an action is either ‘deliberate’ or ‘unintentional.’ There is 
something in between, for which the word is ‘inevitable,’ if 
you engage in an action, like aerial bombing, in which you 
cannot possibly distinguish between combatants and civilians. 
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Defense Contractors Prof it 
from War in Ukraine

By Peter Bloom [Excerpts]
https://www.globalresearch.ca/defense-giants-quietly-making-
billions-ukraine-war/5775029
      The Russian invasion of Ukraine has been widely condemned 
for its unjustified aggression. There are legitimate fears of 
a revived Russian empire and even a new world war. Less 
discussed is the almost half-trillion dollar “defense” industry 
supplying the weapons to both sides, and the substantial profits 
it will make as a result.
     The conflict has already seen massive growth in defense 
spending. The EU announced it would buy and deliver 450 
million euros of arms to Ukraine, while the US has pledged 
US$350 million in military aid in addition to the over 90 tons of 
military supplies and $650 million in the past year alone.
     Put together, this has seen the US and NATO sending 17,000 
anti-tank weapons and 2,000 Stinger anti-aircraft missiles, for 
instance. An international coalition of nations is also willingly 
arming the Ukrainian resistance, including the UK, Australia, 
Turkey and Canada.
     This is a major boon for the world’s largest defense contractors. 
To give just a couple of examples, Raytheon makes the Stinger 
missiles, and jointly with Lockheed Martin makes the Javelin anti-
tank missiles being supplied by the likes of the US and Estonia. Both 
US groups, Lockheed and Raytheon shares are up by around 16% and 
3% respectively since the invasion, against a 1% drop in the S&P 500. 
BAE Systems, the largest player in the UK and Europe, is up 26%. Of 
the world’s top five contractors by revenue, only Boeing has dropped, 
due to its exposure to airlines among other reasons.

Opportunity knocks
     Ahead of the conflict, top western arms companies were briefing 
investors about a likely boost to their profits. Gregory J Hayes, the 
chief executive of US defense giant Raytheon, stated on a January 25 
earnings call:
“We just have to look to last week where we saw the drone attack in 
the UAE … And of course, the tensions in eastern Europe, the tensions 
in the South China Sea, all of those things are putting pressure on some 
of the defence spending over there. So I fully expect we’re going to see 
some benefit from it.”
     The biggest risk to investors, as explained by Richard Aboulafia, managing 
director of US defense consultancy AeroDynamic Advisory, is that “the whole 
thing is revealed to be a Russian house of cards and the threat dissipates.”
     With no signs of that happening, defense companies are benefiting in 
several ways. As well as directly selling arms to the warring sides and 
supplying other countries that are donating arms to Ukraine, they are going to 
see extra demand from nations such as Germany and Denmark who have said 
they will raise their defense spending.
     The overall industry is global in scope. The US is easily the world leader, 
with 37% of all arms sales from 2016-20. Next comes Russia with 20%, 
followed by France (8%), Germany (6%) and China (5%).
     Beyond the top five exporters are also many other potential beneficiaries in 
this war. Turkey defied Russian warnings and insisted on supplying Ukraine 
with weapons including hi-tech drones – a major boon to its own defence 
industry, which supplies nearly 1% of the world market.
     And with Israel enjoying around 3% of global sales, one of its newspapers 
recently ranan article that proclaimed: “An Early Winner of Russia’s Invasion: 
Israel’s Defense Industry.”
     As for Russia, it has been building up its own industry as a response to 
Western sanctions dating back to 2014. The government instituted a massive 
import substitution program to reduce its reliance on foreign weaponry and 
expertise, as well as to increase foreign sales. There have been some instances 
of continued licensing of arms, such as from the UK to Russia worth an 
estimated £3.7 million, but this ended in 2021.
     As the second biggest arms exporter, Russia has targeted a range of 
international clients. Its arms exports did fall 22% between 2016-2020, but 
this was mainly due to a 53% reduction in sales to India. At the same time, it 
dramatically enhanced its sales to countries such as China, Algeria and Egypt.
     What the west and Russia share is a profound military industrial complex. 
They both rely on, enable and are influenced by their massive weapons 
industries. This has been reinforced by newer hi-tech offensive capabilities 
from drones to sophisticated AI-guided autonomous weapons systems.
      If the ultimate goal is de-escalation and sustainable peace, there 
is a need for a serious process of attacking the economic root causes 
of this military aggression.  In the aftermath of this war, we should 
explore ways of limiting the power and influence of this industry. 
This could include international agreements to limit the sale of 
specific weapons, multilateral support for countries that commit to 
reducing their defense industry, and sanctioning arms companies that 
appear to be lobbying for increased military spending.
     Clearly, there is no easy answer, and it will not happen overnight, 
but it is imperative for us to recognize as an international 
community that long-lasting peace is impossible without 
eliminating as much as possible the making and selling of 
weapons as a lucrative economic industry.
Peter Bloom is Professor of Management, University of Essex.


