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EARTH DAY FOR PEACE-NO WAR IN UKRAINE, YEMEN, 
ETHIOPIA, or palestine! no nukes, no fossil fuel!

Dear President Biden
By Theresa Brady
      We are entering an existential 
crisis.  We can no longer go about 
business as usual.  The idea that if one 
superpower threatens something, we 
should meet or exceed that threat is 
not going to get us out of this one.  we 
need to find common ground.  We 
need to find some points that would 
deescalate this that would be tolerable 
to both sides.

      The US has not been always on 
the high ground in this.  This should 
be admitted at least to ourselves.  We 
have killed civilians in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  We have not done 
adequate reparations to the people of 
those countries.  Some of that fence 
mending should be done. 

Furthermore, much of the current rhet-
oric escalates the tension. 

1.  Please resist calls for a no-fly zone. 
Declaring a no-fly zone is declaring war.

2.  Sanctions should be carefully used 
to affect only the wealthy and the 
elite.  When sanctions affect the move-
ment of essentials of daily life, they are a 
cruel imposition on civilians.

 3. Removal of weapons to reduce the 
trapped, cornered, threatened feelings of 
our adversary should be done in equal 
amounts to his removing his weapons and 
army and stopping the harm to civilians.

4. The possibility of joining the EU should 
be an economic not a military question.

5.  The possibility of joining NATO 
should be taken off the table. NATO is a 
military alliance that was intended to be 
temporary after World War II 

Note:  You can reach the president 
yourself at https://www.whitehouse.gov/
contact/ with your views.  There is no 
longer a White House comment line to 
reach them by phone.

Open Letter from Nobel 
Peace Prize Laureates 

and Citizens of the World Against 
War and Nuclear Weapons

     His Holiness the Dalai Lama, 
International Physicians for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War, and other 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureates have 
launched a historic call to reject war 
and nuclear weapons. Now they are 
asking Avaaz and citizens around the 
world to join them in protecting our 
planet.
      We reject war and nuclear weapons. 
We call on all our fellow citizens of 
the world to join us in protecting our 
planet, home for all of us, from those 
who threaten to destroy it.
      The invasion of Ukraine has created 
a humanitarian disaster for its people. The 
entire world is facing the greatest threat in 
history: a large-scale nuclear war, capable 
of destroying our civilization and causing 
vast ecological damage across the Earth.
     We call for an immediate ceasefire and 
the withdrawal of all Russian military 
forces from Ukraine, and for all possible 
efforts at dialogue to prevent this ultimate 
disaster.
     We call on Russia and NATO to explicitly 
renounce any use of nuclear weapons in 
this conflict, and we call on all countries 
to support the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons to ensure that we never 
again face a similar moment of nuclear 
danger.
     The time to ban and eliminate nuclear 
weapons is now. It is the only way to 
guarantee that the inhabitants of the planet 
will be safe from this existential threat.
      It is either the end of nuclear weapons, 
or the end of us.

     We reject governance through imposition 
and threats, and we advocate for dialogue, 
coexistence and justice.
     A world without nuclear weapons is 
necessary and possible, and together we 
will build it. It is urgent that we give peace 
a chance.
      ADD YOUR NAME here: https://secure.
avaaz.org/campaign/en/no_nuclear_war_loc/

War and Human Rights
By Ajamu Baraka, Black Alliance 
for Peace
https://blackagendareport.com/ukraine-war-
and-challenge-human-rights-united-states-and-
beyond
Excerpt:
War and Economic Deprivation:
The Systemic Contradictions of the 
Western colonial/capitalist Project.
      The war being waged against global 
humanity by the U.S./EU/NATO Axis 
of Domination is a hybrid war that 
utilizes all the tools it has at its disposal 
– sanctions, mass incarceration, 
coups, drugs, disinformation, culture, 
subversion, murder, and direct military 
engagement to further white power. 
     The Eurocentrism and “White Lives 
Matters More Movement” represented 
by the coverage of the war in Ukraine 
stripped away any pretense to the 
supposed liberal commitment to global 
humanity. The white-washing of the 
danger of the ultra-right and neo-Nazi 
elements in the Ukrainian military and 
state and the white ethno-nationalism 
that the conflict generated across 
the Western world demonstrated, 
once again, how “racialism” and the 
commitment to the fiction of white 
supremacy continues to trump class 
and class struggle and the ability to 
build a multi-national, class based anti-
capitalist, anti-imperialist opposition in 
the North.
     It is primarily workers from Russia, the 
Donbas and Ukraine who are dying. But as 
in the run-up to the first imperialist war in 
Europe, known as World War I, workers 
with the encouragement of their national 
bourgeoisies, are lining up behind their 
rulers to support the capitalist redivision 
taking place, a redivision that can only be 
completed by war as long as capitalism 
and capitalist competition continues. Yet, 
instead of “progressives and radicals” 
joining forces to resist the mobilization to 
war, they are finding creative ways to align 
themselves with the interests of their ruling 
classes in support of the colonial/capitalist 
project.
     In the meantime, the people of 
Afghanistan are starving, with thousands 
of babies now dying of malnutrition 
because the U.S. stole their nation’s assets. 
Estimates suggest that unless reversed, 
more people there will die from U.S./EU 
imposed sanctions than died during the 
twenty year long war. And the impact of 
the war in Ukraine with the loss of wheat 
exports from Ukraine and Russia resulting 

not only in rising food prices globally but 
in some places like East Africa , resulting 
in death from famine.
     In the U.S. where we witness the most 
abysmal record of covid failure on the 
planet, the virus will continue to ravage the 
population, with a disproportionate number 
who get sick and die being the poorest and 
those furthest from whiteness.
     The lackeys of capital playing the role 
of democratic representatives claim that 

there is no money to bring a modicum of 
relief to workers represented in the mildly 
reformist package known as Build Back 
Better. Yet, the Brown University Costs of 
War Project estimates that the wars waged 
by the United States in this century have 
cost $8 trillion and counting, with another 
$8 trillion that will be spent over the next 
ten years on the military budget if costs 
remain constant from the $778 billion just 
allocated.        See: “Human Rights,” p. 7

In Memoriam- Joe Maizlish
https://www.committeetobridgethegap.
org/2022/03/21/in-memoriam-joe-maizlish-war-
resister-gentle-soul-dear-friend/
     Joe Maizlish—war resister, gentle soul, 
and dear friend of Bridge the Gap—died 
March 16, 2022. While a graduate student 
in history at UCLA in 1968, to protest 
the Vietnam War, Joe gave up his draft 
deferment and publicly refused induction. 
He served 2 ½ years in various federal 
prisons, a substantial amount of the time 
in solitary confinement. In the decades 
since, he worked diligently against war and 
injustice. He helped found the Southern 
California Nonviolence Community. 
He advocated for a peaceful and just 
resolution of the Israel-Palestinian conflict. 
He worked for an end to the underlying and 
systemic causes of violence. In his person, 
he also embodied the values of gentleness, 
humility, and caring that he worked for in 
the world at large. The photo of Joe refusing 
induction exemplifies who he was at heart: 
someone who did the right thing, at great 
personal cost, and who gently asked us all, 
what are we going to do to help transform 
a world filled with war?
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Change-Links Monthly Poetry Corner
POST

By Matt Sedillo, from “City on the Second Floor” (excerpt)
Tomorrow doesn’t show up all at once 
But when it does 

Liquidate the pension 
Automate the factory 
Auction off the options 

Don’t worry bout me 
I worry free 

Free-lance contingency 
Smiling at your service to gig economy 

Side hustle, millennial, post industrial standard
Hire me as an adjunct 
Fire me as contingent 
Into a city I cannot afford to live in 
Tell me my credit score 
Better yet, tell me yours  

Promise me the world, then show me the door  
I was not 
Born 
Angry 

I was abandoned 
I am your velveteen rabbit  
The drying paint of Saturn eating his children 
Neoliberalism feasting on the marrow 
 Of the past and the present, the jobs of tomorrow, gone today   

Born sometime after the foreclosure 
Tell me another for the fire  

Tell me the one  
Where I killed the economy

Matt Sedillo has been described as the “best 
political poet in America” as well as “the poet 
laureate of the struggle” by academics, poets, 
and journalists alike. Sedillo was the recipient of 
the 2017 Joe Hill Labor Poetry award, a panelist 
at the 2020 book festival, and a participant in 
the 2011 San Francisco International Poetry 
Festival. Sedillo has appeared on CSPAN and 
has been featured in the Los Angeles Times, 
among other publications. He has spoken 
at Casa de las Americas in Havana, Cuba, at 
numerous conferences and forums such as 
the National Conference on Race & Ethnicity 
in American Higher Education, National 
Association of Chicana/Chicano Studies, The 
Left Forum, The US Social Forum, and at over 
a hundred universities and colleges, including 
the University of Cambridge, among many 
others. Matt Sedillo is the current writer in 
residence at Re/Arte and author of Mowing 
Leaves of Grass [reviewed in Change Links] 
(FlowerSong Press, 2019) and City on the 
Second Floor (FlowerSong Press, 2022) [see 
review in this issue]. See more at https://
mattsedillo.com

Europe & the war in Ukraine
By Vijay Prashad
Unofficial transcript of remarks to End the War Scotland, March 26, 2022
     This is a terrible war. it’s catastrophic for the people in 
the middle of this war. I think it’s well worth considering that 
this war of course didn’t begin in February. It began in 2014, 
perhaps even earlier. It’s an ugly situation now accelerated.
     Of course, there must be ceasefire, there must be 
negotiations; the faster the war ends and the negotiations 
begin the better for the Ukrainians, the Russians, people in 
the region in general.
      Also of course other wars must end; we have forgotten 
about the one Yemen, which is prosecuted by Saudi Arabia 
using British arms. British arms-makers have been making 
billions of pounds pummeling the Yemeni people, but few 
people on this call, at least few people in Britain, know what 
the colors are of the Yemeni flag [as they do Ukraine’s].
      Few people know the names of the towns and cities 
in Yemen, which are being pulverized, yet you know, 
Mariupol. We always say that people in the United States 
learn geography, when their country goes and bombs places 
outside the US borders. Europeans are learning Ukrainian 
geography; you didn’t know the names of these towns before.
     But will you ever learn the geography of Yemen? Did 
you learn the geography of Iraq and Afghanistan? There is an 
international division of humanity, and I want to begin with 
that. Some people are considered more human than others; 
this is unforgivable. Europe has not looked in the mirror and 
faced up to its colonial past which continues to haunt it and 
haunts it yet.
     Let’s face it friends, the United States is the most powerful 
country in the world, $1 trillion is its annual military budget; 
that’s not just the official military budget but the intelligence 
agencies, also, of course, the Department of Energy budget 
where it hides its nuclear spending –- a trillion dollars, you 
know, 2 million soldiers in arms at 800 bases around the 
world in over 80 countries.
     NATO is being blasted out to us as if it’s a great humanitarian 
organization. It’s not a humanitarian organization, but it’s also 
not sui generis. It’s part of a range of Treaty Organizations 
set up in the 1940s and 50s for the United States to effectively 
extend its military power outside its own borders. It begins 
with the Rio Pact of 1947, not even in Europe, the beginning 
is in the Americas, with the Rio Pact of Inter-American 
reciprocal cooperation, in other words military alliances, so 
the US could build bases in Colombia and other countries.
     Even NATO, 1949, is part of a process, including the 
Manila Pact,  the South East Asian Treaty Organization; 
the Baghdad Pact of 1955, the Central Treaty Organization, 
the creation by the United States of a “Hub and Spokes” 
military system to essentially dominate the world through 
extending its military power, including by the creation of 
things like Southern Command, the Central Command, the 

Indo-Pacific Command and so on, to organize better its 
own military forces. That’s how you get military bases in 
places like Subic Bay Philippines. That’s how you get the 
entire Arab Gulf region, peppered with US military bases, 
that’s how you have military bases in Germany. These 
bases don’t come from nowhere they are an extension 
of US power. NATO, my friends, is a Trojan horse for 
US power. Europeans have an illusion when they think 
they’re equal partners in NATO. No, you are a piece 
subordinate to the United States. Let’s face it, Europe has 
never been permitted to develop an independent foreign 
policy; all that talk of Gaullism you know from Charles 
de Gaulle came to nothing. The plans in 1961-62 came 
to nothing, the Maastricht Treaty in 1997; “Let’s have a 
common security policy” really didn’t come to anything. 
Your high commissioners on Foreign Relations answer to 
Washington DC. NATO is Washington’s instrument with 
Brussels nodding along; Ian Stoltenberg and others, they 
nod along when the United States tells them to do this or 
that. When Joe Biden was recently in Brussels, all of them 
get in line, including Emmanuel Macron with his minor 
petty Gaullism, a shadow of Charles de Gaulle’s Gaullism. 
Boris Johnson so eager to stand next to Biden and mimic 
his gestures, there is no independence in Europe, you are 
an instrument of US foreign policy.
     When you are attempted a linkage with Eurasia, this 
was frowned upon. Look that energy dependence on 
Russia doesn’t come from nowhere; it comes from the fact 
that you participated in NATO’s war to destroy Libya, on 
the one hand, and you participated in a US-Israeli policy 
to suffocate Iran, two of your principal energy sources, 
Iran and Libya, taken offline not because you decided 
independently to go to war in Libya, that you decided 
independently to put Iran into the dog house. No, it’s 
because you followed the US policy stuck with no other 
sources of energy, you become dependent on Russia, of 
course you do you integrate with Asia, it makes sense.
     Secondly, 17 countries including Poland in 2015, and 
Italy in 2019, integrate with China’s One Belt, One Road 
initiative. Why, because it’s rational, because China is 
coming to you with surpluses, with technical know-how 
and so on.
     What does the US do? US says, No, you cannot integrate 
with Eurasia, you have to reintegrate or deepen integration 
with the North Atlantic, they say, Don’t buy natural gas 
from Russia. Instead, we’ll send liquefied natural gas 
from the United States, we’ll arrange for liquefied natural 
gas from the Gulf countries, thousands of times more 
expensive in the long term, believe me, and it’s going to 
be super dangerous because of the danger of an explosion. 
So,  we  are  going   to    provide   you,   Biden   promises

See: “Ukraine and Europe,” p. 7
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Listings subject to change. Contact sponsor to verify date, time & venue. See www.change-links.org for full late listings, recurring events, & resources. 

Change Links cannot publish without 
your support. Send events, articles or 
poetry to changelinks2@gmail.com 
or via http://change-links.org/submit/  
Please subscribe as well. Subscrip-

tions to the print edition are $12/25/50 
a year, low income, regular or sustain-
er (sliding scale), Payable to “AFGJ,” 

our fiscal sponsor, with “Change 
Links” in the memo. All events an-

nounced are encouraged to donate $5 
(per event), payable to AFGJ, mail 
to Change Links, PO Box 34236, LA 
90034. It helps keep this publication 

solvent. Thanks in advance.

In light of the current COVID-19 global 
pandemic, and quarantines in Califor-
nia, the Change Links calendar has 
also been affected by cancellation of 
events and closure of venues. Con-
sequently, we will print fewer copies, 

and mail out more, until further notice. 
You’ll notice there are empty dates 

on this calendar. Most have turned to 
virtual meetings via teleconferencing, 
etc. Therefore, we strongly suggest 
that you contact any event listing of 
interest in this Calendar before you 

attend, as the ones listed herein were 
posted prior to actual circumstances 

reaching a heightened level of aware-
ness.

Please contact the event by phone, 
email or website for updates.

COVID-19 Safety Precautions

Change Links urges all our sub-
scribers and readers to administer all 

necessary precautions, to ensure their 
safety.  You will find a number of re-

lated articles to COVID-19 in our print 
and electronic issue. We will continue 
to update you going forward.  We ad-
vise you as well to do your personal 

research for updates from all available 
sources to you. We face a difficult 
time, and wish you and yours good 
health and tranquility as we weather 
this together. Los Angeles COVID 
protocols in effect at most indoor 

public venues: proof of vaccination 
and photo ID required for entry.

Other Calendars:

http://la.indymedia.org/calendar/,

https://echoparkfilmcenter.org

https://www.experism.com/los-ange-
les/march

https://www.timeout.com/los-angeles/movies/all-
of-las-outdoor-movies-in-one-calendar

 

On-Going & Continuing Events

1st of each month, PeoplesStrike 
actions called by a national united 
front coalition initiated by Cooperation 
Jackson in Mississippi (see Mondays 
for more into). www.cooperationjack-
son.org

3rd Sunday, SoCal350 monthly 
meeting, 3-5 p, Physical meeting 
canceled, virtual “meeting” scheduled. 
http://bit.ly/SoCal350Updates;  face-
book.com/SoCal350 Climate Action.

Mondays, Support Honduran Ref-
ugees, 6-8p, Central American Re-

source Center (CARECEN-LA), 2845 
W 7th St, LA. Offices are closed, call 
for details: (213)-385-7800. In the San 
Fernando Valley: 213-385-7800 ext. 
122

Tuesdays, Join Black Lives Mat-
ter, Stop LAPD Spying and allies 
at LA Police Commission meeting 
via zoom to speak out against racist 
police murders with impunity. Police 
Commission meetings are being held 
via Zoom call, with the option to call in 
by phone to observe and (occasion-
ally and arbitrarily) to comment. In 
response to increased public scrutiny, 
they changed their rules and only al-
low public comments of 1 minute each 
on two specific items and general pub-
lic comment as the first agenda item, 
so call in promptly to get on the stack. 
https://lapd.zoom.us/s/289225944

Tuesday eves, Stop LAPD Spy-
ing Coalition meetings have been 
changed to teleconference. LA CAN, 
838  E. 6th St. LA, CA 90021, is 
closed to the public. http://stoplapd-
spying.org - see website for meeting 
topics. https://www.facebook.com/
stoplapdspying

Tuesdays, 8:30-10p, Second Draft 
LA, open mic cold read of writing and 
acting (virtual, not at Art Share-LA, 
801 E 4th Pl, LA 90013). https://art-
sharela.org (213) 687-4278. https://
zoom.us/j/9103444651 Pwd: artshare

Wednesdays, 4-6p, Fund Services 
Not Police, #EndPoliceAssociations 
BLM-LA and allies vigil/protest outside 
LA Police Protective League (who 
protest killer cops from accountabili-
ty), 1313 W. 8th St in downtown LA, 
across from the ACLU-SoCal head-
quarters. Hear from families who have 
lost loved ones to racist state terror.

1st Thursday, 6-8p, Justice Not 
Jails, has switched to a virtual meet-
ing. https://zoom.us/j/529548178 You 
can also call in by dialing: 301 715 
8592 US Meeting ID: 529 548 17. 
RSVP Lfoy@im4humanintegrity.org.

Thursdays, 5:30-7p, Operation Ally 
Weekly Social Justice Conference 
Call, fb.com/justadvocacy

http://advocacyproject.org/ (888) 407-
4101 Join the Operation Ally weekly 
zoom conference call to gain insight 
into the issues of systemic oppression, 
organize into collaborative efforts and 
strategize the dismantling of these 
systems. Be a part of a community 
that supports you as we mobilize for 
change. https://www.facebook.com/
events/200763851083819/

Fridays, Interfaith Communities 
United for Justice & Peace forum, 
7:30-9:30a, has switched to a virtual 
meeting on zoom or dial in by phone: 
669-900-6833 For details and to pre-
vent zoom-bombing, contact commu-
nications@icujp.org for an invitation 
and instructions.

Fridays, Montrose Peace Vigil, 5:30-
7p, Ocean View Bl and Honolulu Av, 
Montrose.

Saturdays, Crenshaw Farmers Mar-
ket, 10a-3p, 3650 Martin Luther King 
Blvd. offers fresh produce and artisan 
goods. Ties into the mall’s health 
initiative promoting wellness in the 
Crenshaw community. This farmers’ 
market has re-opened!  Contact Sus-
tainable Economic Enterprises: www.
seela.org for other farmer’s markets 
that are also continuing with physical 
distancing (in Echo Park, Hollywood, 
Atwater Village and on Central Avenue 
in South LA).

Every 1st and 3rd Sat: End Home-
lessness Now-LA, 2-4pm, a grass-
roots campaign to pressure LA city 
and county officials to use vacant 
public properties for large, perma-
nent, supportive public housing to end 
the homelessness catastrophe. Call 
or email for information on how or 
whether meetings will continue.. 323-
723-6416 endhomelessnessnowla@
gmail.com https://www.facebook.com/
endhomelessnessnowla/

Every 2nd & 4th Sat, SOLA Food 
Co-Op www.solafoodcoop.com/ 
Baldwin Hills Farmers Market has re-
opened.. SOLA Co-Op has been tak-
ing orders for pick-up of various CSA 
boxes..

Last Saturday, Move to Amend 

Local Meeting, 1-3p, Holy Grounds 
Coffee & Tea, 5371 Alhambra  Ave, LA 
90032, 323-255-1279. Call to check, 
venue probably closed.

AWARE-LA White anti-racist Satur-
day dialogues, https://www.awarela.
org/saturday-dialogue Saturday 
Dialogue is a gathering for white an-
ti-racists who want to discuss issues 
of identity, community, privilege and 
racism in our lives with the intention to 
strengthen our practice as anti-racists 
in alliances, relationships, and interac-
tions with people of color.  Reg-
ular, recurring dialogues throughout 
the year focus on the intersections of 
multiple identities, including Race and 
Class, Sexuality and Race, and Gen-
der and Race. Other workshops focus 
on relationships, Radical White Identi-
ty and Community, and issues such as 
police and the prison industrial com-
plex, immigration, and gentrification.

  We currently have four month-
ly Saturday Dialogues, which used 
to meet in various places throughout 
LA County, and are temporarily meet-
ing online through Zoom. We also 
have one monthly “Online Sunday 
Dialogue” which was originally made 
available for folks who cannot make 
it to meetings in LA, or on Saturdays. 
Sign up here https://actionnetwork.
org/forms/aware-la-email-list/ to re-
ceive reminder emails about Saturday 
Dialogues. We strongly encourage 
you to attend a Saturday Dialogue Ori-
entation before attending a Saturday 
Dialogue. See below for more info.

  You must register for each 
space each time you want to attend, 
as all of the zoom links are person-
alized and different for each person/
gathering.

Every 1st Saturday (Westside SD), 
1:00pm - 3:15pm

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsf-yuqjsqHtYAn-
J5qfW8-z-C1OyEH-LuY

Every 2nd Saturday (Encino SD), 
10:30am - 12:30pm

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMsfuqsrz-
8vE93l1M91tYG96h8D6wg2IVcN

Every 3rd Saturday (Eastside 
SD),1:00pm - 3:00pm

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkfuGrrjsuE9U7F_
QxEz87reFKojZj8-ow

Every 3rd Sunday (Always Online), 
3:00pm - 5:00pm

https://msmu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAsfuCppzovGNb1iG-
fup5qrLyLV2gLFcMSI

Every 4th Saturday (Pomona Valley 
SD), 11:00am - 1:00pm

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEucuGhpj0vHdxi-
JyZxKAF8LCIPt8WJMetR

SATURDAY DIALOGUE ORIEN-
TATION: 2nd & 4th Weds, 6-7p via: 
Zoom, register here:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rceuvrDoqHd-
V0AWp0NwBrlcpXsIcUerEx.

We strongly encourage you to attend 
a Saturday Dialogue Orientation be-
fore you attend a Saturday Dialogue. 
Please join us! In this orientation, we’ll 
talk about the purpose of Saturday 
Dialogues and why AWARE-LA orga-
nizes as a white anti-racist community. 
We’ll go over what a typical Saturday 
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Dialogue agenda looks like, and talk 
about the different types of content 
that we do throughout the year. We’ll 
also tell you about the organizational 
structure of AWARE-LA, and then 
close out our time together with an op-
portunity for newcomers to ask ques-
tions of our facilitation team.

Accessibility: We can provide ASL 
interpreters and closed captioning 
upon request. To ensure availability, 
please make your request at least 72 
hours prior to the event you wish to 
attend. Contact: awarela@gmail.com 
with questions

All Laughtears.com events are on-
line, until further notice. We’ll be 
meeting in the clouds a la Richard 
Brautigan, who said, “Everyone has 
a place in history. Mine is clouds.” 
Feel safe! Call Gerry Fialka for weekly 
zoom & video chat sessions 310-306-
7330, email: pfsuzy@aol.com.

Apr 1 - Fri  April Fools’ Day
Apr 2 - Sat
Ecologist Helen Yaffe reception & 
public meeting.Film: Tarea Vida, 
reception, speakers, entertainment 
(Poet El Jones), 4:30-7p, McCarty Me-
morial Church,  4103 W Adams Blvd., 
LA 90018.  Dr Helen Yaffe is a Senior 
Lecturer in Economic and Social His-
tory at the University of Glasgow and 
a Visiting Fellow at the Latin America 
and Caribbean Centre at the London 
School of Economics. Since 1995 she 
has spent time living and researching 
in Cuba and participating in solidarity 
campaigns. She has co-produced two 
documentaries: Cuba & Covid-19: 
Public Health, Science and Solidarity 
(2020) and Cuba’s Life Task: Com-
bating Climate Change (2021). She is 
the author of Youth Activism and Sol-
idarity: The Non-Stop Picket against 
Apartheid (2017). We Are Cuba! How 
a Revolutionary People Have Survived 
in a Post-Soviet World (Yale Press, 
2020), Che Guevara: the Economics 
of Revolution (2009). Contact: Regina 
(714) 390-8495, LA.US.HandsOffCu-
ba@gmail.com.

Apr 3 - Sun

Sacred Sexual Music Festival, An On-
line Event; 10a-6p, $54 and up. Musi-
cally themed to celebrate, inform, and 
send a passionate wave of conscious 
sensuality into our communities! 
Featuring presentations by Steven 
Roland, Francesca Gentille, Karen 
Munro-Caple, Will Blunderfield, plus 
musical act, Chant Your Heart Open, 
more! https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/sacred-sex-
ual-music-festival-online-tickets-195513434947

DEI : Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion - 
What Does This Look Like? 6:30-8p 
Zoom meeting of Committee for Racial 
Justice. Register: https://us02web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/tZYucumsqj8rH9MawNevX-
SA7ORfmtKKsf8sY After registering, you 
will receive a confirmation email con-
taining information to use that night 
to join the meeting.  CRJ began over 
10 years ago with a focus on issues 
in the educational system and this 
has remained a priority area.  A recent 
school board meeting in Santa Monica 
voted to abolish the tracking system 
that resulted in mostly white students 
in 9th and 10th grade English honors 
classes.  Sarah Rodrigues, one of 
the English teachers at SAMOHI, will 
lay out some of the issues involved 
and will bring some students who 

welcomed this change to share their 
perspectives. This move toward equity 
was met with some resistance and 
CRJ hopes to clarify the importance 
of this decision made by the English 
Dept. of SAMOHI.

     Taraa Barauskas, chair of the CRJ 
housing committee, will share some 
of the work of that group.  They have 
developed a survey on the Right 
to Return program, which seeks to 
make affordable housing available 
to those people whose houses were 
destroyed in order to make way for 
the 10 Interstate Highway, as well as 
the mostly Black families displaced by 
the destruction of the Belmar Triangle 
area in Santa Monica.  We also want 
to make people aware of a recent, 
disturbing decision to Landmark the 
home of a leader, in the early part of 
the last century, of the efforts to block 
Black people from owning property in 
or moving to Santa Monica.

     The 3rd issue addressed by the 
panel will help us see what DEI 
looks like in the first attempt to give 
civilians some influence on how 

Urban agriculture and eco-agriculture in Cuba, most sustainable in the world

policing is done in Santa Monica.   
George Brown, the recent chair of the 
Public Safety Reform and Oversight 
Commission, will talk about some 
of the issues that have arisen in the 
efforts to make this new commission 
get off to a good start.  He will 
discuss what folks can do to help 
efforts to reimagine policing in our 
neighborhoods.

     There will be Q & A to allow for 
further sharing about all these current 
efforts to move toward DEI : Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion.

Apr 4 - Mon
 
Apr 5 - Tue

PLANTEMOS NUESTRO PLANE-
TA - Encuentro Multicultural Men-
sual, Online event Registrate aqui: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZEkf-mupjwsHteb1XIV-HHEFJh_rky8EU8o 
Conoce a nuestro invitado especial, 
Dr. Félix Latzo, NOMINADO A PRE-
MIO NOBEL DE LA PAZ, quien nos 
brindará información muy importante 
sobre CÓMO SALVAR EL PLA-
NETA .https://www.facebook.com/
events/691111688693028/

Apr 6 - Wed
 
Apr 7 - Thu

What Would the End of Mass Incar-
ceration Mean for Prison Towns? A 
Zócalo/California Wellness Foundation 
Event; Susanville In-Person | Stream-
ing Online, 6p, Moderated by Keri 
Blakinger, Staff Writer, Marshall Proj-
ect. After generations of opening pris-
ons and increasing the number of in-
mates inside them, the California state 
government is planning to close a 
number of institutions. But Newsom’s 
announcement to close the California 
Correctional Center in Susanville this 
year has sparked fears that shutting 
the prison could badly damage the 
Lassen County community. Lassen 
Community College president Trevor 
Albertson, Parlier mayor and retired 
correctional officer Alma Beltran, and 
University of Wisconsin sociologist 
John M. Eason, author of Big House 
on the Prairie: Rise of the Rural Ghet-
to and Prison Proliferation, visit Zócalo 
to discuss what the end of prisons will 
mean for neighboring communities. 
https://www.zocalopublicsquare.org/

event/end-mass-incarceration-pris-
on-towns/ 

Apr 8 - Fri

“Political Assassinations of the 
1960s: New Revelations in the Mur-
ders of JFK and MLK”  Conference 
— in person at Olney Central College, 
Dr. John D. Stull Performing Arts 
Center, Olney, IL or online via zoom. 
The conference wiill explore, in an 
academic setting, the deaths of these 
iconic leaders focusing on new details, 
which have emerged with the release 
of previously withheld documents. 
The in-person event is free and open 
to the public. Those unable to attend 
can join via Zoom. The link may be 
accessed and purchased through 
https://projectjfk.com/events. The cost 

is $40. For more information, contact 
David Denton at 618-204-1498 or 
email dentond@iecc.edu.

Affordable Housing Conference 
2022 - Section 8 Managers and Sec-
tion 8 Tenants Association, 12”30p, 
Tickets · Free - $500 www.eventbrite.
com/e/affordable-housing-conference-los-ange-
les-tickets-211995944577

We are hosting another Affordable 
Housing conference for low income 
households seeking solutions to their 
housing burdens. Attend and learn 
what it takes to obtain safe and stable 
housing without going homeless or 
living in substandard conditions before 
any help is presented. There’s always 
more demand for low income housing 
than there are housing units.In our 
conference we will be offering support 
and resources after the event in order 
to help participants with getting assis-
tance paying the rent, navigating rent-
al applications and credit screening 
requirements and wait lists, in addition 
to the limited supply.

Here’s what you’ll learn by attending 
the Affordable Housing conference: Af-
fordable Housing Conference features 
Real Estate Developers and property 
owners demystifying affordable hous-
ing and teaching tips on how to get 
approved for housing opportunities 
that are coming soon. The pandemic 
has awakened organizations, lead-
ers, and dignitaries to a high-value 
purpose that profess a conscious 
commitment to transformational lead-
ership. The time is now because there 
is incredible momentum to unify the 
collective impact of low-income com-
munities and Individuals experiencing 
homelessness for the nearly 5 million 
low income residents throughout the 
state. https://www.facebook.com/
events/481342443142966/

Apr 9 - Sat

Political Assassinations of the 
1960s, see Apr. 8 - Fri

Brewery Artwalk, 11a-6p, 2100 N 
Main St, LA 90031. The Brewery 
Artwalk is back this April! Dozens of 
artists will open their studios to the 
public at the Brewery Arts complex 
near downtown LA, April 9-10. See 
how artists live and work, view his-
toric architecture, and buy original 
artwork directly from the artists. Free 
admission and parking. Stay tuned to 
the Brewery Artwalk social media to 
see participating artists and find more 
information at: https://breweryartwalk.
com/ MASKS/COVID 19: Mask Re-
quirement / COVID-19 Warning – By 
attending Artwalk and entering the 
Brewery, you agree to adhere to the 
current Property rule of wearing a 
mask throughout the event. Please 
note that an inherent risk of exposure 
to COVID-19 exists in any public place 
where people are present. View more 
details here: https://breweryartwalk.
com/covid-19



FOOD: There will be many food op-
tions! Fill your bellies from Barbara’s 
at the Brewery and our food trucks: 
Poutine, Cocina, Tropic Truck, Streets 
of Vietnam and Recess! PARKING: 
There is free parking in the UPS lot 
next door and on the street. Though 
you will want to get here early, it fills 
up fast! IMPORTANT: The UPS lot 
closes each day at 6:30pm SHARP! 
If the UPS lot is full when you arrive, 
street parking is available on the 
surrounding streets. RIDE SHARE 
DROP OFF: 650 Moulton Avenue, 
90031 DOGS: Although the Brewery 
Artwalk is open to the public, all work 
is displayed within the private living 
spaces of each individual artist. We 
therefore kindly ask that you leave 
your furry friends at home. ABOUT 
THE BREWERY ARTS COMPLEX: 
Located northeast of downtown Los 
Angeles, The Brewery Arts Complex 
is 16 acres of creative energy, artistic 
dreams, and a little piece of historic 
LA. It was an operating brewery from 
1897 through 1979. Its rebirth as an 
arts complex began in 1982 with the 
passing of the Artist-In-Residence 
code that legalized renting live/work 
space in industrially zoned buildings.
SOCIAL MEDIA: Follow us: @brew-
eryartwalk *  # breweryartwalk

Liberated Ethnic Studies Model 
Curriculum - Revitalizing Language 
in Ethnic Studies: Language. 
Ethnic Studies and Community 
Cultural Wealth. On-line, 10a-1p 
PDT. Language Justice Workshop. 
PRESENTERS INCLUDE: * Trish Gal-
lagher-Geurtsen * Theresa Montaño 
* Robert Levi * Bao Lo * Eunice Ho 
* Samia Shoman * Lupe Yáñez Car-
rasco Cardona * Ratha Kelly * Ndindi 
Kitonga Language Register at tinyurl.
com/lesmclanguage https://www.face-
book.com/events/1106196533572117/

Feel The Bern Democratic Club, 
San Fernando Valley, 10a-6p, 21000 
Devonshire St, Chatsworth, 91311. 
We will have a booth at the Chats-
worth Blockfest from 10am to 6pm. 
We need volunteers to educate the 
community and sign people up. Shifts 
9am to 12pm - 12pm to 3pm & 3pm to 
6pm - Come to whichever shift you’d 
like or stay all day! Food and drinks 
will be provided for volunteers. (818) 
419-4736. ftbsfvrc@gmail. com. linktr.
ee/feelthebernsfv

Apr 10 - Sun

Apr 11 - Mon

Apr 12 - Tue

NELA Community Town Hall Meet-
ing, 6:30-8p, 1750 Yosemite Dr, LA 
90041. Check the flyer on who is 
attending this meeting. Come down 
and meet your neighborhood pros-
ecutor, council district 14, Assembly 
District 24, U.S. Representative 34th, 
LAUSD, & ERHS Principal. Topic of 
Discussion: Ordinance 41.18 signs, 
extra patrol, policing, Eagle Rock High 
School, Eagle Rock Park, and Yosem-
ite Recreation Center. Location Eagle 
Rock High School Auditorium for more 
information please email Info@nela-
community.org

Heartbreak, Resiliency and Cour-
age: Julia Haart of My Unorthodox 
Life Shares Her Jewish Journey

4p, Online event American Jewish 
University, 15600 Mulholland Dr., LA 
90077. http://www.aju.edu/

(310) 476-9777 https://www.facebook.
com/events/723863658772083/

Apr 13 - Wed

Apr 14 - Thu

Crafting Change: An Afternoon with the 
Social Justice Sewing Academy, 3p, 
USC Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and 
Sciences and USC Visions and Voices. 
Tickets: visionsandvoices.usc.edu/event-
details

Exploring issues of race, privilege, access, 
and representation in the world of quilting, 
sewing, and crafting, members of the Social 
Justice Sewing Academy (SJSA) will share 
their experiences as “sewcial justice” war-
riors and makers from diverse backgrounds 
and marginalized communities. They will 

also explore their collective call for anti-rac-
ism actions in the sewing industry and to 
amplify the place and voice of Black and 
Indigenous sewists and makers of color. Af-
ter the panel, USC students are invited to 
participate in a hands-on workshop led by 
SJSA founder Sara Trail. Small groups will 
brainstorm and create justice-oriented quilt 
blocks that will be incorporated in future 
SJSA community quilt and embroidery proj-
ects. Schedule: 3–4 p.m.: Panel; 4:30–6 
p.m.: Workshop for USC students

About the panelists: 

Kimberley Bennefield is an avid sewist, 
modern quilter, and bagmaker who began 
her quilting journey in 2015. She began in 
part to explore a new creative outlet, but 
quickly found a community of supportive 
and talented quilters and found her way 
to a local Modern Quilt Guild chapter. She 
combines her passion for crafting, sew-
ing, and technology through her company, 
BlackWebDiva.

Chawne Kimber is Thomas Roy and Lura 
Forrest Jones Professor of Mathematics 
at Lafayette College. In 2008, she began 
creating highly politicized quilts and blog-
ging about them, beginning with a series of 
quilts inspired by George Carlin’s “seven 
dirty words” and by racist and sexist graf-
fiti on her college campus. Her work has 
been associated with the “modern quilting” 
movement, with geometric designs and 
provocative content that elevates social 
issues including the killing of African Amer-
icans and sexual assault. Kimber’s quilts 
have been shown by the Paul Mellon Arts 
Center and included in the Quilts and Hu-
man Rights exhibit at the Pick Museum of 
Anthropology at Northern Illinois University.

Caster Pettway is a master quilter at Gee’s 
Bend, a peninsula of land formed by a bend 
in the Alabama River where slaves made 
quilts to stay warm. Over time and through 
many periods of hardships and oppression, 
their descendants carried on the tradition. 
Today, several generations of people from 
Gee’s Bend continue making quilts that are 
now recognized as spectacular works of art 

and sold to the public via Etsy.

Eulin Toussant is the creator behind seweu, 
an athleisure brand where weird is the norm 
and designs are new and dope yet vaguely 
familiar, ranging from modest to bizarre.

Sara Trail is an author, sewing teacher, and 
pattern and fabric designer who learned to 
sew at the age of 4. She wrote Sew with 
Sara at 13, starred in Cool Stuff to Sew with 
Sara DVDs at 15, and then created two fab-
ric collections for Simplicity. While attending 
UC Berkeley, Sara created a quilt in memo-
ry of Trayvon Martin and her love for sewing 
and passion for social justice intertwined. 
After graduating from the Harvard University 
Graduate School of Education, she founded 

the Social Justice Sewing Academy to be a 
platform where youth create art that engag-
es and educates communities.

Shannon Gibson (moderator) is a de-
cade-long faculty member and professor of 
International Relations and Environmental 
Studies at USC, where she teaches cours-
es on social movements, environmental 
politics, public health, and social justice 
and normative research. After being gifted 
her grandmother’s handmade quilts, she 
taught herself the craft through YouTube. 
When she’s not teaching, she makes quilts, 
clothes, and bags for herself, friends, and 
family.

Presented by USC Visions and Voices: The 
Arts and Humanities Initiative. Organized 
by Shannon Gibson (Political Science and 
International Relations).

Apr 15 - Fri   Good Friday/Pass-
over/Ramadan

Noir City Hollywood, 7p, Hollywood 
Legion Theater, 2035 N. Highland 
Ave, LA. also Apr 16-17. Tickets

www.hollywoodlegiontheater.com/
indoor-theater-showtimes. Noir City 
Hollywood, presented by the Film 
Noir Foundation & the Hollywood Le-
gion Theater in association with the 
UCLA Film & Television Archive and 
the American Cinematheque, kicks 
off April 15th & runs through Sunday 
April 17th! Come see 8 great noir films 
on the big screen, at the Hollywood 
Legion Theater. Tickets are on sale 
now! The only historic theater in Holly-
wood owned & operated by veterans 
has undergone a major renovation to 
become a state-of-the-art cinema and 
event venue.https://www.facebook.
com/events/1311310306041788/

Apr 16 - Sat

Noir City Hollywood see Apr 15 - Fri 

for details

Apr 17 - Sun  Easter Sunday

Noir City Hollywood see Apr 15 - Fri 
for details

Apr 18 - Mon

Income tax filing deadline this year 
All individuals must file their 2021 
personal tax returns, or Form 1040 
or Form 1040-SR by this date. This 
is also the deadline to request an 
automatic extension (Form 4868) for 
an extra six months to file your return, 
and for payment of any tax due. (ex-
cept Maine and Mass. where it’s April 
19.

Apr 19 - Tue

Apr 20 - Wed

Apr 21 - Thu

The Nature Conservancy  Earth 
Day Virtual Summit, Online event 
10a. Together, we can create a fu-
ture where people and nature thrive. 
Join us on 04.21.22 to learn how 
you can help fight climate change 
and solve the biodiversity crisis. Stay 
tuned for speaker lineup and panel-
ists #EarthDay: https://tncearthday.
org/. https://www.facebook.com/
events/1074187686767340/

Apr 22 - Fri

Eco-Nomics: Regenerative Eco-
nomics for Earth Day and Beyond, 
with Della Duncan, 7-8:30p, Beach-
wood Canyon. Tickets atthebirdhouse.
org/events/eco-nomics-regenerative-econom-
ics-for-earth-day-and-beyond

RSVP required. Ages: 14+ This Earth 
Day, imagine an economy that encour-
ages a thriving planet…

A renegade economist, Della is visiting 
from the San Francisco Bay Area to 
guide us in an exploration of Regener-
ative Economics through quotes, po-
ems, and real-world case studies. To-
gether, we will look at the stories and 
beliefs behind the numbers, challenge 
mainstream economic assumptions, 
and integrate insights and inspirations 
from living alternatives in our lives 
and livelihood journeys. Della also will 
be leading a Work that Reconnects 
Retreat at the BirdHouse April 23-24. 
Della Z. Duncan is Renegade Econo-
mist who supports individuals working 
to better align their values with their 
work as a Right Livelihood Coach, 
offers consulting to organizations con-
tributing to equitable and sustainable 
economic systems change, and hosts 
the Upstream Podcast, challeng-
ing mainstream economic thinking 
through documentaries and interviews 
including the following audio docu-
mentaries: Debunking the Myth of 
Homo-Economicus, Feminism for the 
99 Percent, and Worker Cooperatives: 
Widening Spheres of Democracy.

Apr 23 - Sat

LA Times Festival of Books at 
USC. Free, Sat and Sunday. Tickets 
and reservations required for specific 
events, available starting April 17. 
https://events.latimes.com/festivalof-
books/

Feed Skid Row, 11a. Work with Chics 
Helping Inner City Adolescents (CHI-
CA) to serve the underserved commu-
nity of Skidrow with hot meals.   

https://www.chicafoundation.
org/       (805) 258-8155                                 
toiyea.m.shaw@chicafoundation.org



The Republican Party is mainly composed of 
Trumpomaniacs, sociopaths, conformists, crooks, liars, 
business stooges, reactionaries, hypocrites, proto-
fascists, misogynists, racists, bullies, and suppressors 
of electoral integrity.          © 2022 Y. B. Normal

Apr 23 - Sat continued...

CSULB Nikkei Student Union X 
JACL PSW Culture Fair, 2p, Japa-
nese American Nationak Museum, 
100 N. Central Ave, LA. contact.
csulbnsu@gmail.com An event made 
for the Japanese American commu-
nity to connect with youth from all 
over So Cal! https://www.facebook.com/
events/660850338360036/

Apr 24 - Sun

LA Times Festival of Books, USC. 
See Apr 23 - Sat for details

KPFK Local Station Board month-
ly business meeting via zoom, 
10a-1:30p. Half-hour of public com-
ment interspersed through agenda 
which typically includes reports from 
the (acting) General Manager, the 
Pacifica National Board directors 
for KPFK, and local committees 
like Finance, Fundraising Outreach 
and Programming Oversight. https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/81829014778?pwd=Z-
VpyVDZoTHhYTEROTTM3clRUZnV4dz09

Meeting ID: 818 2901 4778 Passcode: 
408970 One tap mobile +16699006833,,818
29014778#,,,,*408970# US (San Jose)

Earth Day Blessing of the Animals, 
11a-12:30p, First United Methodist 
Church, 500 E. Colorado Blvd. Pas-
adena, CA 91101. Join us on the 
Colorado patio for our first ever Earth 
Day Celebration with a Blessing of 
the Animals! We will have crafts, local 
vendors, information about ways you 
can care for Creation through thought-
ful practices of reducing consumption, 
reusing, and recycling. Bring your 
(well-mannered) pets to worship, or 
pick them up after worship and bring 
them back for a special blessing. If 
your beloved pet is shy, uncomfortable 
around other animals or aggressive, 
we will gladly offer a blessing to your 
pet from a photograph. http://www.
fumcpasadena.org/ (626) 796-0157

Apr 25 - Mon

Apr 26 - Tue

Apr 27 - Wed

Pop-Up Virtual Comedy Club on-
line, $5 via zoom, 5p PDT Virtual 
Zoom Show. Click The Eventbrite 
Link above for more details, lineups, 
and to purchase tickets. Seating is 
limited. Order Today! Space is Limited 
please purchase your tickets ear-
ly. The purchased ticket grants you 
access to a Zoom show and chat. 
Please make sure you download the 
Zoom app on your phone or computer 
ahead of time. Upon purchase, you 
will be emailed a Zoom link - DO NOT 
SHARE IT. Only one person can use 
each link, and if more than one per-
son tries to use it, both people will be 
locked out of the show. tickets: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/pop-up-comedy-show-
april-27th-tickets-308209953267

Apr 28 - Thu

Apr 29 - Fri

Apr 30 - Sat

Latino Comics Expo - LCX, 11a, 
Museum of Latin American Art, MO-
LAA, (562) 437-1689. info@molaa.
org, 628 Alamitos Ave,, Long Beach 
90802. The Nation’s largest gathering 
of Latino/a comic book creators & 
animators returns for its 10th anniver-
sary with panels/ vendors and “spe-
cial guests”. https://www.facebook.
com/events/5013924238698698 The 
Museum of Latin American Art was 
founded by Dr. Robert Gumbiner in 

1996 in Long Beach, and serves the 
greater LA area. MOLAA is the only 
museum in the US dedicated to mod-
ern and contemporary Latin American 
art. Housed in a contemporary struc-
ture designed by Mexican architect 
Manuel Rosen, the museum is home 
to four galleries, a contemporary “proj-
ect space” and an outdoor sculpture 
garden. Also May 1

Upcoming Events

May 1 - Sun International Worker’s 
Day AKA May Day

One or more May Day marches 
for workers’ and migrants’ rights 
around DTLA, MacArthur Park and 
ELA/Boyle Heights

 
The Municipalist Moment learning 
series May Day panel. Speakers 
will define radical municipalism and 
frame the municipalist moment. 5-6p 

PDT on-line. Speakers include: KALI 
AKUNO, Cooperation Jackson, RUTH 
WILSON GILMORE, CUNY Graduate 
Center, ANANYA ROY, UCLA Luskin, 
ABDOUMALIQ SIMONE, University 
of Sheffield. Facilitated by: ANDREW 
CURLEY, University of Arizona, 
FRANCISCO PEREZ, Center for 
Popular Economics, BLAIR TAYLOR, 
Institute for Social Ecology, YVONNE 
YEN LIU, Los Angeles for All, RSVP at 
https://www.municipalism.org/ Zoom 
link will be sent after registration

Book Review:

“Border Crossings” 
Small episodes of the epic fight against fascism in Europe

by Manuel Tiago (AKA Alvaro Cunhal, translated by Eric Gordon) 
International Publishers, New York 

Reviewed by Peter Lownds
 
     Local L.A. activist and writer Eric A. Gordon’s recent translation, Bor-
der Crossings (New York: International Publishers, 2021) is one of a series 
of fictional books written by Manuel Tiago, the nom de plume of Álva-
ro Cunhal (1913-2005), a beloved radical who held various posts in the 
Portuguese Communist Party, both before and after the fall of the fas-
cist Salazar regime and whose 2005 funeral in Lisbon drew half a million 
mourners and spectators. International Publishers and Mr. Gordon aim to 
translate (from Portuguese) all nine of these books (in English eight, with 
two shorter ones combined). Border Crossings is the fourth in the series. 
     Álvaro Cunhal was celebrated as a revolutionary and as a statesman, 
not as a man of literature. He preferred to keep these identities separate 
until late in his life when he revealed himself. The thirteen stories in this 
slender volume bring to mind Bertolt Brecht’s insistence that the theatri-
cal audience must be discouraged from identifying with the characters in 
order to create an “epic theatre” embracing, in Martin Esslin’s words, “the 
complexity of the human condition in an age in which the life of individ-
uals could no longer be understood in isolation from the powerful trend 
of social, economical, or historical forces affecting the lives of millions.” 
     The characters in Border Crossings are male and female, young and old. 
There is even a four-year-old girl, mentioned in the final story, who com-
pares a clandestine border crossing to “a vacation” which, for the great ma-
jority of the adult characters described, it is decidedly not. The point is that 
these characters are interchangeable: Only their first names are given and, 
in some cases, they are protective pseudonyms. There is little effort on the 
part of the author to flesh them out as truly three-dimensional characters 
or to provide plots and motives beyond the perilous and self-abnegating 
travails they undertake. They are Communist Party members, students, es-
caped political prisoners in varied conditions and locales. 
     Some of the stories, as Gordon explains in his foreword, are based 
on Cunhal’s own experiences. The focus in these stories is on the phys-
ical and ethical complexity of the human condition in missionary cir-
cumstances. This is portrayed as epic, in the Brechtian sense, mag-
nified by the perilous conditions of the Iberian peninsula, Germany 
and Eastern Europe before, during and after the Second World War. 
     What better time then, to read and learn from these emblematic stories 
than now, when we seem to be teetering at the edge of another perilous 
precipice? What Keats called “the willing suspension of disbelief ” is easy 
to shed. We all know, after the two-punch combination of a planetary pan-
demic and resumption of armored Russian (and let’s not overlook NATO) 
expansionism), what we are facing. 

     If we can calm ourselves long enough to absorb these brief reminders of 
the challenges of a divided Europe, and the sacrifice, risk and coordinated 
support required of and supplied by individuals with a modicum of train-
ing to face them, we will be grateful to Manuel Tiago, a writer who in his 
public life, and at almost unfathomable personal risk, dedicated his every 
breath and artistic impulse to deepening the democratic project over the 
course of nearly a century.



Human Rights & War
...Continued from page 1
     No rational human being desires war and 
conflict. The horrors of war that the public 
are finally being exposed to because it was 
brought to Europe again, the most violent 
continent on the planet, should call into 
question all of the brutal and unjustified 
wars that the U.S. and its flunkey allies 
waged throughout the global South over the 
last seventy years. Unfortunately, because 
of the hierarchy of the value of human 
beings, the images of war in Ukraine are 
not translating into a rejection of war, but 
instead a rejection only of war in Europe 
and on white Europeans.

...Continued from p. 2
liquefied natural gas instead of natural gas 
coming thtough Nord Stream, to secondly, 
cut your ties with China, Huawei and so 
on.
     Look at our Boris Johnson ducked 
his tail between his legs and the British 
administration said we’ll ban Huawei. At 
least, Olaf Scholl, Chancellor of Germany, 
had the decency yesterday at the Brussels 
meeting to say if Germany bans Russian 
natural  gas, we will have a serious, serious 
recession. 
     Okay, why is NATO still around? For 
three reasons. NATO has been used by the 
US to extend its power. First is the obvious 
one, which I talked about not allowing 
your Europe to have an independent 
foreign policy to integrate rationally, in 
the process of history, with Eurasia, but 
to reintegrate across the North Atlantic. 
Second, using article five of the NATO 
charter, the United States has essentially 
pushed an agenda to make need to, quote 
unquote, global NATO, that was NATO’s 
inauguration into the war in Afghanistan 
and the war in Libya. You know after the 
Lisbon Treaty in 2007 Europe created a 
High Representative on common foreign 
and security policy, what do they do, they 
don’t do anything independently. Foreign 
policy again not able to be advanced as an 
independent thing, they’ve actually started 
to talk about global NATO global NATO. 
It’s well worth reading the text, NATO 
2030.
     But this whole business of global NATO: 
NATO has participated including the US, 
not just in putting pressure on Russia; the 
fault line is not just from the Baltics to the 

Balkans, it goes all around Asia, because 
what has NATO been been doing?  NATO 
countries have been participating in the 
so called freedom of navigation in the 
South China Sea, British warships Queen 
Elizabeth has been sent out there to harass 
the Chinese.
     What a mature attitude toward the 
development of China, you know you 
act so maturely sometimes. Let’s go and 
provoke another war. Look at the way the 
UK, the United States and Australia did the 
Orcas agreement shutting out the French 
from their submarine deal and creating a 
nuclear armed nuclear powered submarine, 
a deal with Australia, and then of course 
there is the Indo-Pacific alliance in the 
Quad with Australia, Japan and India, the 
talk of an Asia NATO.
     I mean, this is all extremely disturbing. 
But I want to put on the table friends, is 
that, of course, this war is catastrophic but 
I don’t believe that this was merely about 
Ukraine. This war is about a contest. And 

europe & war in ukraine

Disney Workers Walkout
https://www.whereischapek.com/
open-letter
     The recent statements by The 
Walt Disney Company (TWDC) 
leadership regarding the Florida 
legislature’s recent “Don’t Say Gay 
or Trans” bill have utterly failed to 
match the magnitude of the threat to 
LGBTQIA+ safety represented by 
this legislation. 
    Primarily, those statements have indicated 
that leadership still does not truly understand 
the impact this legislation is having not only 
on Cast Members in the state of Florida, but on 
all members of the LGBTQIA+ community in 
the company and beyond. While we certainly 
appreciate Bob Chapek’s apology note, there is 
still more work to be done.
     Due to the lack of compassion and advocacy, 
TWDC’s LGBTQIA+ community and their 

this is the tragedy of wars like this. This 
was a contest over what should happen in 
parts of Asia, and what should be allowed 
in Europe, should Eurasia, integrate. Or, 
should the United States have a dominant 
role in the world as it did for decades 
previously.
     The Ukrainian people are struggling and 
suffering as that contest is taking place. 
The United States is an ill prepared to 
contest China commercially, ill prepared 
to deal with China through trade. You want 
to make a better phone than Huawei make 
a better phone than Huawei in India, for 
instance, Chinese phones are de rigueur 
because they are cheaper. They are as good 
as Apple phones. People can’t afford to 
buy Apple phones. You want to compete 
with China compete with China, but they 
cannot compete, they don’t have the ability 
to compete.
     Therefore, the US uses the coin that 
it has: that coin is force. Europe is being 
dragged into a world confrontation by the 

United States, because it’s no longer able 
to confront countries like China businesses 
in China, economically, it’s unable to 
deal with the fact that China and Russia 
have come closer together. We are being 
brought perilously close into nuclear war. 
The United States is the one that walked 
out of the Anti-Ballistic-Missile Treaty, the 
United States is the one that walked out of 
the intermediate nuclear forces treaty. The 
departure from these treaties sent a clear 
signal to Moscow, that the United States 
might put intermediate nuclear missiles 
back in Europe, within five minutes they 
can strike Russian targets. It was Europe, 
in the 1980s that fought for freeze it was 
Europe, that put the IMF on the table today 
Europe is doing nothing to prevent us from 
coming closer to nuclear annihilation. 
I implore you, please do something to 
prevent yourself from becoming the 
poodle. Not just Tony Blair, but you’re 
becoming the poodle of the United States.

allies are determined to take a stand via multiple 
direct actions, including both virtual and in-
person protests - the first of which will take 
place on Tuesday, March 15th.
     TWDC’s previous suggestions for addressing 
the concern around this law have included: 
Creating more inclusive content; Encouraging 
a welcoming culture; Supporting diverse 
community organizations.
     As Mr. Chapek states in his apology note: 
“It is clear that this is not just an issue about a 
bill in Florida, but instead yet another challenge 
to basic human rights.” We reaffirm that “both 
sides” rhetoric is harmful and hurtful because 
being LGBTQIA+ is not a political opinion or 
side - it is people, community, and families. We 
are glad to see that we agree with Mr. Chapek on 
this - it is about human rights and not political 
affiliation. We’d like to take this opportunity to 
make it clear - Cast Members’ identities are not 
“political issues,” our safety and well-being is 
crucial to the success of this company, no cast 
member or their families should be forced to 

live in fear, and it is unacceptable to use the 
profits of our labor to take our human rights 
away. 
     We stand in solidarity with our colleagues 
in Florida, who will be directly harmed by this 
new law and yet still required to perform their 
duties for a company that not only failed to 
prevent, but also tacitly funded it. This becomes 
especially concerning when you consider that 
TWDC is requiring even more employees to 
work and live in Florida, making even more 
Cast Members targets for this hateful law.
     TWDC claims to integrate DEI in it’s core 
values but the employees have yet to see fruitful 
integration of this program that is properly 
uplifting marginalized voices, moreover in an 
intersectional way. By supporting the politicians 
who brought this legislation and not taking a 
public stand against it, Chapek and TWDC 
leadership have made it clear they are more than 
willing to sacrifice their employees’ health and 
wellness in service of the bottom line. We will 
not stand for this anymore.

     TWDC’s LGBTQIA+ community and their 
allies will be participating in some combination 
of the following actions to protest this gross 
inaction and lack of accountability:
A coordinated work break protest; A “walk out” 
/ “sick out”; Other venues of protest as folks 
feel comfortable.
     Our community will not sit silently while 
TWDC fails in its obligations to advocate 
for employees it claims to support with 
“unwavering commitment”, profits off our 
labor, and boasts of record profits it has used 
to fund politicians who legislate unsafe schools 
for our youth. The ongoing attempts to placate 
the LGBTQIA+ community with subpar 
representation in the content produced and 
donations to well-meaning organizations are 
simply not enough. You cannot fix this with 
educational seminars or token background 
characters - even organizations like HRC refuse 
your money until action is taken. 
Change Links note: 100s of Disney workers in 
Burbank & Florida staged walkouts last month.
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MOVE TO AMEND Video Resource:
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constitutional rights issue and Move to Amend. 
7 min 35 sec Search “Personhood” on youtube.com

Move to Amend Local meeting: Last 
Saturday of the month, 1-3p. Holy 

Grounds Coffee & Tea,  5371 Alhambra 
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Book Review: 

City on the Second Floor 
by Matt Sedillo
FlowerSong Press, McAllen TX, 2022, $15
https://www.flowersongpress.com/store/p/cityonthesecondfloor
Reviewed by Michael Novick, Anti-Racist Action-L.A.
     Like “Mowing Leaves of Grass,” an earlier book of poems by 
Matt Sedillo, this volume of poems include history lessons, ethical 
and moral challenges to complacency and complicity, and unflinching 
examination of the horrors of late capitalism. He is also totally and 
unerringly in touch with the physical, social and political terrain of 
Los Angeles and its form of apartheid.
     One example of his ability to teach contemporary and historical 
lessons is his throwaway reference to Lucky Baldwin. Sedillo lived in 
Baldwin Park. I live at the foot of the Baldwin Hills, where L.A. is still 
pumping oil out of the Inglewood Field, one of the richest sources of 
petroleum around – you can see the praying mantis oil wells dipping 
and pumping as you drive south on La Cienega Boulevard past Kenny 
Hahn Park. I never thought to wonder who the Baldwin was that they 
are named after. But Sedillo did, and found out about the biggest 
landowner (land thief and settler colonizer) in Anglo California, who 
owned the whole thing as one of his “ranchos” (a term stolen, like the 
land, from Mexico).
     In “Precarious Rex”, Sedillo writes:

For now 
Let us instead consider 

  The strange eventful 
History of one 

Elias Lucky Baldwin 
Born in the 

final year of 
Jacksonian Democracy with all its promise of land theft 

And libertine debauchery 
When asked for a defining legacy 

Baldwin Pointed to the Santa Anita Race Tracks 
And said
This was it   

And that was Lucky 
Early westward visionary and pioneer

      Of land speculation 
     And underpaying Mexicans 

     So, who exactly is Lucky Baldwin? Here’s a description from KCET:

     In the year 1880, Elias Jackson “Lucky” Baldwin became the wealthiest landowner 
in Southern California, laying claim to more than 40,000 acres of Los Angeles Coun-
ty. Throughout the previous decade, he had cashed in on more than 5 million dollars 
worth of stock in silver and gold and turned Rancho Santa Anita into a tremendously 
productive operation, replete with thoroughbred race studs and miles of orchards 
and vineyards. More than a century after his death, his name still echoes through-
out the Southland: Baldwin Park, Baldwin Lake, Baldwin Avenue, and the Baldwin 

Hills.

     “Laying claim to” is a euphemism for stealing. 40,000 acres is about 64 
square miles; that is, a plot of land eight miles wide and eight miles long, 
about the distance from La Cienega Boulevard to the Santa Monica pier 
east to west, and Beverly Center to Manchester Boulevard, north to south.

Betcha didn’t know that. I didn’t until I learned about Lucky Baldwin from 
Matt Sedillo’s poetry.
     You can see some of Matt’s poetry in the Poetry Corner on page 2 this 
issue, to give a little more of the actual flavor. 
     There is a great variety of material, agitational, personal, ideological, and 
fantastical.  Some of the poems and a long teleplay script are forms of speculative 
fiction about possible futures and about how political contradictions might play out 
between tendencies in an on-going revolutionary process.
     Sedillo evokes or invokes Shakespeare, T.S. Elliot, William E. Henley’s Invictus, 
Langston Hughes, Allen Ginsburg, and he speaks through various characters he 
creates, rich and poor, with humility or hubris as befits the character. But his own 
voice is unique, Chicano Mexicano proletarian and prophetic, and you can almost 
hear it ripping through your ears as you read. His words burn vivid images in your 
mind as they slash, flash and splash across the page. They compel you to think, to feel, 
to care, and above all, to act, to fight for a better world. 
     In an era when “fake news” is virtually a trademark of Trumpians and neo-
liberal globalists alike, when journalism and social media are corrupt and controlled 
by the CIA, the FSB and other organs of state and private corporatized surveillance 
and propaganda, it is poetry and poets like Sedillo who have taken on the task of 
“afflicting the comfortable and comforting the afflicted.” But Sedillo doesn’t stop 
there; he seeks to open the eyes, pierce the heart, and goad the soul of the afflicted into 
a recognition of their own power to create and recreate the world.
     Sedillo is unembarrassed in acknowledging his efforts to become a successful and 
self-sustaining public intellectual through his poetry, as an educator without portfolio, 
hosted on campuses, broadcasts and podcasts, building a following on Facebook for 
his social and cultural criticism and interviews. But all this is in service of laying the 
ground for an uncompromising, revolutionary movement for workers’ power and a 
struggle for socialism and self-determination. Sedillo understands that knowledge 
is power, that words have power, and that IRL, the bosses and colonizers, white 
nationalists and imperialists need and depend on the confined and constrained creative 
powers of the oppressed and exploited as the true source of their own oppressive and 
exploitive power and wealth.
     Sedillo’s latest work, as published in City on the Second Floor, demonstrates that 
his rhetorical, lyrical and creative powers are growing. Buy it, read it, and let it arm 
your spirit, armor your resistance, and fortify your capacity to struggle with him, 
against blood-suckers and brain-eaters, for a better world.
     Sedillo basically summed up the impact and purpose of his latest 
book in the poem Camelot:
                          “This is a Molotov

Tossed towards Camelot”


