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Calendar, beginning p. 3:

Jan 1 - New Recycling Regs

Jan 11 - Close Guantanamo Now!

Jan 17 - MLK Day of  Service,
March in South L.A.

Jan 19 - KPFK LSB meets

Jan 22 - Roe v Wade Reproductive 
Rights March for Women’s Lives

Jan 23 - Faith-Based Network to 
End Systemic Racism

GET CONNECTED -- CHANGE THE WORLD!

STOP THE WARS - PEACE, EQUALITY & JUSTICE FOR ALL!

Author bell hooks, who brought an anti-imperialist, anti-capitalist Black 
women’s perspectives to feminism died at age 69, on Dec. 15, 2021.

bell hooks, Feminist icon: 
presente!

© 2021 by Mumia Abu-Jamal
     She was born Gloria Watkins 69 years ago in 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky on September 25th, 1952. 
But the world knew her by her pen name, bell hooks, 
and readers recognize that name by its distinctive use 
of lowercase letters. Why lower case? Two principal 
reasons: one, to remind readers it wasn’t about her but 
about her work, and two, it was a tribute to her great 
grandmother.
     She was a towering feminist, poet, author, and social 
critic who published more than 40 books, from essays 
to children’s books, and taught as a professor at Yale, 
Oberlin, and the University of California, Santa Cruz. 
In 2015, she founded the bell hooks Institute at Berea 
College, which houses her archives.
     I distinctly remember her interviewing the notorious 
rapper Little Kim. When bell asked her about love, 
Kim answered quickly and quietly that she didn’t know 
what love was, for she’d never felt loved.
     bell hooks explored these things in her institute 
and in interviews as well as her ideological target: what 
she called “imperialist white supremacist capitalist 
patriarchy power structure.” In a 2015 interview with 
The New York Times, hooks explained that the system 
of domination consists of many parts, not one thing, 
and therefore had to be named.
     She thought about love a great deal, and here are 
some of her thoughts. “To get the love we always 
wanted but never had, to have the love we want but are 
not prepared to give, we seek romantic relationships. 
We believe these relationships more than any other will 
rescue and redeem us. True love does have the power to 
redeem, but only if we are ready for redemption. Love 
saves us only if we want to be saved,” bell said.
     Many readers know of a book by myself and Marc 
Lamont-Hill, From a Clasroom to a Cell. Marc and I 
prepared for this book by reading Breaking Bread by 
bell hooks and Cornell West, two intellectual giants. 
We also read a similar text by Margaret Mead, the 
anthropologist, and the renowned writer, James 
Baldwin.
     bell hooks returns to her mothers with a message: 
love, not fear. From imprisoned nation, this is Mumia 
Abu-Jamal.
These commentaries are recorded by Prison Radio. 
https://www.prisonradio.org/commentary/bell-hooks-
feminist-icon/

To Help End Racist Police Murders with Impunity

#EndPoliceAssociations
     Black Lives Matter Los Angeles and their allies, especially family members of people who have 
been killed by the police and sheriff’s deputies, hold a vigil every Wednesday afternoon at 4 PM 
outside the LA Police Protective League (LAPPL), one of a number of local police associations 
that defend criminal and corrupt cops, and work to prevent any accountability for law enforcement 
killings. It takes place outside 1313 West 8th Street just west of downtown L.A. in the street between 
the LAPL and the ACLU.
     Police associations are not real unions. Unions are vital. They ensure fair wages and collective bargaining for 

millions of people. Unions build solidarity 
among working class people. Unions move 
us forward into a future grounded in equity 
and justice. We are 100% for unions. 
     But here’s the deal: police associations 
provide protections to cops who perpetuate 
violence, racism and white supremacy. 

Police associations claim to protect police 
in support of public safety, but the statistics 
say the opposite. The police are one of the 
leading causes of death for Black people.
    Rather than fight for fair wages and 
working conditions, police associations 
use collective bargaining to negotiate for 
the right to kill and abuse our communities 
with impunity.  
     We can’t create safe communities when 
police are allowed to kill and abuse their 
power without consequence. That starts 
with real labor unions removing cops from 
the House of Labor.
     These are the hallmarks of police 
associations practices and strategies to 
protect killer cops. The daughter of the 
head of the LAPPL is one such. Here 
in L.A., the LAPPL sponsored a ballot 
measure, disguised as “civilian oversight”, 
that gave cops an additional more lenient 
option on discipline that could override 
the Chief of Police on the rare occasions 
he tries to find a cop “out of policy” on the 
use of force.
     DISHONEST BARGAINING: Police 
associations have bargained away the 
rights of everyday people, negotiating for 
the right to harm and systematically tear 
down our communities.
     UNCHECKED POWER: Rights 
like qualified immunity protect police 
from being held liable for constitutional 
violations, such as the right to be free from 
excessive police force. The Los Angeles 
Police Commission rubber stamps almost 
all killings, deaths in custody and other 
uses of force, approved a huge increase 
in the LAPD budget, and routinely signs 
off on police surveillance and big data 
programs, as well as outside funding for 
the LAPD.
     STATE-SANCTIONED VIOLENCE: 
After gaining these protections, state-
sanctioned violence increased significantly, 
leading to  additional civilians being killed 
by police per year.
     KILLING OUR COMMUNITIES: 
Police officers killed 1,127 people in 2020

See: “End Police Associations”, p. 7

Faith Based Network 
on Ending Systemic Racism

By ICUJP
     On Sunday, January 23 at 4 PM, Interfaith Communities 
United for Justice & Peace (ICUJP) is hosting 
a zoom working meeting of faith-based groups 
committed to ending systemic racism. This 
effort builds on three successful events last 
year, two with Dr. Melina Abdullah and D.A. 
George Gascón, and a follow-up conversation 
about how to build a network to take effective action.
     ICUJP has been in contact with Muslims, Christians, 
Catholics, Jews and others engaged in anti-racist and 
racial justice work in their own denominations and 
communities. We are seeking to bring them together to 
strengthen and reinforce each other’s existing efforts. The meeting on 
Jan. 23 will address some important questions: 
    How can congregations, mosques, synagogues, churches and similar 
institutions use their material resources to address and help solve pressing 
issues of racism in housing, education, incarceration, the environment, 
voting rights, employment and other areas? 
     What is your faith-based group doing that we can support together? 
How can we build an authentically interfaith effort? What will bring a 
new generation in to lead this work? 
     What are the strategic priorities for ongoing action that can materially 
impact systemic racism and change the balance of forces that currently 
enforce racism in this society and globally? What are the movements in 
the country and the world today challenging various aspects of systemic 
racism that faith-based communities can ally with?
 

See: “End Systemic Racism”, p. 8

Victory of Chilean Left Presidential 
Candidate Strengthens a Trend

Excerpted from TelesurEnglish.net
     Frente Amplio (Broad Front) candidate Gabriel Boric, 35, 
won a decisive run-off victory in alliance with the Chilean 
Communist Party against a right-wing opponent (whose 
father was a member of Hitler’s Nazi Party) in a changing 
Latin America, at times unstable. 
His victory comes after 
the triumphs earlier in 
2021 of Pedro Castillo 
in Peru and Xiomara 
Castro in Honduras, both 
progressive or left-wing. 
The 2022 horizon presents 
two important elections: in 
Colombia, in May, with the 
leftist candidate Gustavo 
Petro leading the polls, and 

in October in Brazil, with the possibility of Lula da Silva returning to the 
presidency, (replacing neo-fascist Jair Bolsonaro).
     This continental map, which three years ago was much more adverse 
for progressive and leftist forces, now appears in the process of recovery 
of governments in the hands of opponents to the right. The victory of 
Boric, who defined himself years ago, for example, as belonging to a 
“young and Latin American left,” strengthened this tendency.
     However, unlike at the beginning of the century, this group of political 
actors, not only governmental, is in turn marked by distances or divisions. 

See: “Victory of Chilean Left”, p.7
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IN MEMORY OF

Co-founder & Editor John Johnson,  
b. July 4, 1944 - d. April 13, 2014 

Editorial Staff: Terrie Brady, Donna Buell, Bella De Soto, 
Uncle Don B. Fanning, Greg Foisie, Jeff Hirsch, Ray Jones, 

Michael Novick,  Dean Ruby,  David Troy & others.

Deadline for articles and ads is the 15th, 
deadline for calendar items is the 20th 

of the month before publication. 

Material in Change-Links is licensed under Creative 
Commons, unless copyright by the author, and may be 

used with permission and attribution to Change-Links or the 
original author or source.

Change-Links is a non-profit under the fiscal sponsorship 
of the Alliance for Global Justice (AFGJ). Donations of $250 

and above are tax deductible. Just send a check to 
our  P.O. Box made out to: 
AFGJ/Change-Links. 

This is an independent collective activity. We welcome your 
involvement to keep the paper and website alive. Views 

expressed in Change-Links are those of the authors, and 
not necessarily those of Change-Links, its volunteers, or 

sponsors. Letters of comment are welcome! 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
If you can help sell ads, collect items for the 
monthly calendar, do print layout, handle a 
wordpress website, or do copy editing and 
proof-reading -- Change Links needs you! 
Please email changelinks2@gmail.com to 

volunteer and learn more. We hope you will step 
up if you value the paper! 

On the 2nd or 3rd Wed. or Thurs. each 
month, we have a teleconference call 

to plan the next issue. Email us at 
changelinks2@gmail.com for details. To 

get involved, call or email as below to make 
sure of the date & time.

We have poetry  in each issue; send submissions to:
changelinks2@gmail.com. Please include a bio & 

photo.

Submit articles, preferably in .doc format, to: 
changelinks2@gmail.com.

Calendar items to same address, (Change-Links 
calendar item in subject line); include title of 

event, day, date, time, location, fee if any, a short 
description, contact information for sponsors, and a 
small jpg graphic if you have one. Please spell out all 

words and capitalize street names, etc. 

A $5 donation for calendar listings 
is appreciated.

Payable to AFGJ/Change Links 
at the address below:

Change Links 
P. O. Box 34236 

Los Angeles, CA 90034-0236    
Phone: (951) 638-9259

E-mail: changelinks2@gmail.com 
Web Site: http://www.change-links.org

Change-Links Monthly Poetry Corner
Lift Every Voice and Sing

BY James Weldon Johnson [Excerpt]
Lift every voice and sing   
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the listening skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song 
full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song 
full of the hope that the present has brought us.   
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chastening rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;   
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come 
over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, 
treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,   
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

James Weldon Johnson, born in Florida in 1871, was a national 
organizer for the NAACP and an author of poetry and nonfiction. 
Perhaps best known for the song “Lift Every Voice and SIng,” he 
also wrote several poetry collections and novels, often exploring 
racial identity and the African American folk tradition. He 
described his writing of the lyrics to “Lift Every Voice and Sing.” 

“A group of young men in Jacksonville, Florida, 
arranged to celebrate Lincoln’s birthday in 1900. My 
brother, J. Rosamond Johnson, and I decided to write 
a song to be sung at the exercises. I wrote the words 
and he wrote the music. Our New York publisher, 
Edward B. Marks, made mimeographed copies for us, 
and the song was taught to and sung by a chorus of 
five hundred [Black] school children.
“Shortly afterwards my brother and I moved away 
from Jacksonville to New York, and the song 
passed out of our minds. But the school children of 

Jacksonville kept singing it; they went off to other 
schools and sang it; they became teachers and taught 
it to other children. Within twenty years it was being 
sung over the South and in some other parts of the 
country. Today the song, popularly known as the 
Negro National Hymn, is quite generally used.
“The lines of this song repay me in an elation, almost 
of exquisite anguish, whenever I hear them sung by 
[Black] children.” 
     The song was published in 1925 in The New Negro 
by Alain Locke, a collection of poetry, fiction, essays, 
and drama of the so-called Harlem Renaissance, 
which is now in the public domain.

Prof. Cisco Drake (Frank Giron) Presente!
by Bella De Soto <bella@bellads.info>
     The Los Angeles Herald Dispatch was an independent African-American newspaper, a vanguard 
in its geopolitical reportage, with an aggressive editorial format. But because of its unabashed 
model, it fell victim to many political attacks, the office was even burglarized and bombed twice. 

Finally, after a 20-year run from 1954 to 1974, it was forced 
to close operations. Its proud editors-in-chiefs were Samford 
Alexander and his wife Pat Alexander. Professor Cisco Drake 
fondly recalled his many years with the Herald Dispatch as 
the most enjoyable years of his life, due to its daring ethical 
investigative journalism and the comradeship with fellow 
writers and editors.
     The Pamela Mason Hour on ABC-TV dealt with women’s 
issues, hosted by the wife of the noted British actor James 
Mason. Prof. Drake was a guest in the early ‘60s.  Shortly 
before, Prof. Drake had been the first Spanish-speaker guest 
at Pacifica Radio KPFK 90.7 FM. He focused on two main 
issues for discussion: 1) The lack of economic opportunity, 
that was then keeping many people from getting married, 

Cisco Drake, seated center, with staff of Herald Dispatch

since they could not afford to secure housing. 2) Youth who did 
not wish to attend school should not be classified as Juvenile 
Delinquents. Prof. Drake’s on-air radio debut on KPFK caused 
ABC to invite him to also speak on the same topics. The ABC 
TV segment featuring Mr. Drake received an overwhelming 
favorable community response to the issues he covered.
     In Feb., 1973, Prof. Cisco T. Drake along with 7 other folks 
registered with the State of CA to teach Realistic Education. 
The premise was a departure from standard norms throughout 
the US educational system. See http://www.articlesbase.
com/education-articles/realism-in-education-1319851.html 
In 1978, he obtained his CA teaching credential for Adult 
Education on Hispanic History and culture. Prof. Drake taught at 
several educational Institutions: Loyola-Marymount, Cal State 
Northridge, Cal State LA, LA City College, and Camper HS in 
Alhambra, CA.
     In Mexico City, Mr. Drake wrote for the prestigious 
newspapers like Novedades, and women’s magazines such as 
Mujeres, Keneya, Claudia, Ellas and others. He taught Radio 
and TV in Mexico City at Radio Universidad Politecnica, Radio 
Educacion UNAM, off-campus from UNAM, the TV program 
La Facultad De Ciencia Politica, and MATIS (Matter). Prof. 
Drake has written books, pamphlets and one play. He was a kind 
human being, who truly cared deeply for humanity.
     Born Frank Giron, as a writer he decided to adopt the pen 
name Cisco T. Drake. He was compelled to protect himself from 
his own family’s antagonistic attitude towards him for venturing 

into activism, to engage in the political turbulent climate 
of his early years and beyond. This new name gave him 
the freedom to write about many global injustices, and 
his personal experiences. As a youngster, he suffered 
considerably in Catholic schools in New York City, 
where he would be beaten for speaking Spanish! The 
same policy was replicated nationwide then!
     His father was a dentist and his mother a homemaker, 
both very parochial and racist, per Prof. Drake’s 
description. He resented their cavalier attitude towards 
defending his rights, never objecting to or standing up 
on his behalf about his adverse treatment in school! Prof. 
Drake’s analysis was that they refrained because they 
wanted to fit in with the English-speaking community 

See: “Cisco Drake”, p. 7
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Change Links cannot publish without 
your support. Send events, articles or 
poetry to changelinks2@gmail.com 
or via http://change-links.org/submit/  
Please subscribe as well. Subscriptions 
to the print edition are $12/25/50 a 
year, low income, regular or sustainer 
(sliding scale), Payable to “AFGJ,” 
our fiscal sponsor, with “Change 
Links” in the memo. All events 
announced are encouraged to donate 
$5 (per event), payable to AFGJ, mail 
to Change Links, PO Box 34236, LA 
90034. It helps keep this publication 
solvent. Thanks in advance!

In light of the current COVID-19 
global pandemic, and quarantines 
in California, the Change Links 
calendar has also been affected by 
cancellation of events and closure of 
venues. Consequently, we will print 
fewer copies, and mail out more, until 
further notice. You’ll notice there are 
empty dates on this calendar. Most 
have turned to virtual meetings via 
teleconferencing, etc. Therefore, we 
strongly suggest that you contact any 
event listing of interest in this Calendar 
before you attend, as the ones listed 
herein were posted prior to actual 
circumstances reaching a heightened 
level of awareness.
Please contact the event by phone, 

email or website for updates.

COVID-19 Safety Precautions
Change Links urges all our subscribers 
and readers to administer all necessary 
precautions, to ensure their safety.  You 
will find a number of related articles to 
COVID-19 in our print and electronic 
issue. We will continue to update you 
going forward.  We advise you as 
well to do your personal research for 
updates from all available sources 
to you. We face a difficult time, and 
wish you and yours good health and 
tranquility as we weather this together. 
Los Angeles COVID protocols in 
effect at most indoor public venues: 
proof of vaccination and photo ID 
required for entry.

Other Calendars: http://la.indymedia.
org/calendar/, 

https://echoparkfilmcenter.org
https://www.timeout.com/los-angeles/
movies/all-of-las-outdoor-movies-in-

one-calendar

On-Going & Continuing Events

1st of each month, PeoplesStrike 
actions called by a national 
united front coalition initiated by 
Cooperation Jackson in Mississippi 
(see Mondays for more into). www.
cooperationjackson.org

3rd Sunday, SoCal350 monthly 
meeting, 3-5 p, Physical meeting 
cancelled, virtual “meeting” scheduled. 
http://bit.ly/SoCal350Updates;  
facebook.com/SoCal350 Climate 
Action.

Mondays, PeoplesStrike organizing 
calls, 9a PDT, zoom call 
https://peoplesstrike.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/PeoplesStrike 
mayday2020generalstrike@gmail.com 
for details

Mondays, Support Honduran 
Refugees, 6-8p, Central American 
Resource Center (CARECEN-LA), 
2845 W 7th St, LA. Offices are closed, 
call for details: (213)-385-7800. In the 
San Fernando Valley: 213-385-7800 
ext. 122

Tuesdays, Join Black Lives Matter, 
Stop LAPD Spying and allies at 
LA Police Commission meeting 
via zoom to speak out against 
racist police murders with impunity. 
Police Commission meetings are 
being held via Zoom call, with the 
option to call in by phone to observe 
and (occasionally and arbitrarily) to 
comment. In response to increased 
public scrutiny, they changed their 
rules and only allow public comments 
of 1 minute each on two specific items 
and general public comment as the 
first agenda item, so call in promptly 
to get on the stack. https://lapd.zoom.
us/s/289225944
Tuesday eves, Stop LAPD 
Spying Coalition meetings have 
been changed to teleconference. 
LA CAN, 838  E. 6th St. LA, CA 
90021, is closed to the public. http://
stoplapdspying.org - see website for 
meeting topics. https://www.facebook.
com/stoplapdspying
Tuesdays, 8:30-10p, Second Draft 
LA, open mic cold read of writing 
and acting (virtual, not at Art Share-
LA, 801 E 4th Pl, LA 90013). https://
artsharela.org (213) 687-4278. https://
zoom.us/j/9103444651 Pwd: artshare

Wednesdays, 4-6p, Fund Services 
Not Police, #EndPoliceAssociations 
BLM-LA and allies vigil/protest outside 
LA Police Protective League (who 
protest killer cops from accountability), 
1313 W. 8th St in downtown LA, 
across from the ACLU-SoCal 
headquarters. Hear from families who 
have lost loved ones to racist state 
terror.

1st Thursday, 6-8p, Justice Not 
Jails, has switched to a virtual 
meeting. https://zoom.us/j/529548178 
You can also call in by dialing: 301 
715 8592 US Meeting ID: 529 548 17. 
RSVP to Larry Foy at:
Lfoy@im4humanintegrity.org.
Thursdays, 5:30-7p, Operation Ally 
Weekly Social Justice Conference 
Call, fb.com/justadvocacy
http://advocacyproject.org/ (888) 407-
4101 Join the Operation Ally weekly 
zoom conference call to gain
insight into the issues of systemic 
oppression, organize into 
collaborative efforts and strategize 
the dismantling of these systems. 
Be a part of a community that 
supports you as we mobilize for 
change. https://www.facebook.com/
events/200763851083819/

Fridays, Interfaith Communities 
United for Justice & Peace forum, 
7:30-9:30a, has switched to a virtual 
meeting on zoom or dial in by phone: 
669-900-6833 For details and to 
prevent zoom-bombing, contact 

communications@icujp.org for an 
invitation and instructions.

Fridays, Montrose Peace Vigil, 5:30-
7p, Ocean View Bl and Honolulu Av, 
Montrose.

Saturdays, Crenshaw Farmers 
Market, 10a-3p, 3650 Martin Luther 
King Blvd. offers fresh produce and 
artisan goods. Ties into the mall’s 
health initiative promoting wellness 
in the Crenshaw community. This 
farmers’ market has re-opened!  
Contact Sustainable Economic 
Enterprises: www.seela.org for 
other farmer’s markets that are also 
continuing with physical distancing (in 
Echo Park, Hollywood, Atwater Village 
and on Central Avenue in South LA).
Every 1st and 3rd Sat: End 
Homelessness Now-LA, 2-4pm, a 
grassroots campaign to pressure LA 
city and county officials to use vacant 
public properties for large, permanent, 
supportive public housing to end 
the homelessness catastrophe. Call 
or email for information on how or 
whether meetings will continue.. 323-
723-6416 endhomelessnessnowla@
gmail.com https://www.facebook.com/
endhomelessnessnowla/
Every 2nd & 4th Sat, SOLA Food 
Co-Op www.solafoodcoop.com/ 
Baldwin Hills Farmers Market has 
re-opened.. SOLA Co-Op has been 
taking orders for pick-up of various 
CSA boxes..
Last Saturday, Move to Amend 
Local Meeting, 1-3p, Holy Grounds 
Coffee & Tea, 5371 Alhambra  Ave, LA 
90032, 323-255-1279. Call to check, 
venue probably closed.
AWARE-LA White anti-racist 
Saturday dialogues, https://www.
awarela.org/saturday-dialogue 
Saturday Dialogue is a gathering for 
white anti-racists who want to discuss 
issues of identity, community, privilege 
and racism in our lives with the 
intention to strengthen our practice as 
anti-racists in alliances, relationships, 
and interactions with people of color.
     Regular, recurring dialogues 
throughout the year focus on the 
intersections of multiple identities, 
including Race and Class, 
Sexuality and Race, and Gender 
and Race. Other workshops focus 
on relationships, Radical White 
Identity and Community, and issues 
such as police and the prison 
industrial complex, immigration, and 
gentrification.
     We currently have four monthly 
Saturday Dialogues, which used to 
meet in various places throughout LA 
County, and are temporarily meeting 
online through Zoom. We also 
have one monthly “Online Sunday 
Dialogue” which was originally made 
available for folks who cannot make 
it to meetings in LA, or on Saturdays. 
Sign up here https://actionnetwork.
org/forms/aware-la-email-list/ to 
receive reminder emails about 
Saturday Dialogues. We strongly 
encourage you to attend a Saturday 
Dialogue Orientation before attending 
a Saturday Dialogue. See below for 
more info.
     You must register for each space 
each time you want to attend, as all of 

#StopKillerCops!
#EndPoliceAssociations!
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the zoom links are personalized and 
different for each person/gathering.
Every 1st Saturday (Westside SD), 
1:00pm - 3:15pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsf-
yuqjsqHtYAnJ5qfW8-z-C1OyEH-LuY

Every 2nd Saturday (Encino SD), 
10:30am - 12:30pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZMsfuqsrz8vE93l1M91tYG96h8D6wg2IVcN

Every 3rd Saturday (Eastside 
SD),1:00pm - 3:00pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkfuGrrjsuE9U7F_
QxEz87reFKojZj8-ow

Every 3rd Sunday (Always Online), 
3:00pm - 5:00pm
https://msmu.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJAsfuCppzovGNb1iGfup5qrLyLV2gLFcMSI

Every 4th Saturday (Pomona Valley 
SD), 11:00am - 1:00pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZEucuGhpj0vHdxiJyZxKAF8LCIPt8WJMetR
 

SATURDAY DIALOGUE 
ORIENTATION: 2nd & 4th 
Wednesdays, 6-7p via: Zoom, register 
here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZ0rceuvrDoqHdV0AWp0NwBrlcpXsIcUerEx.

We strongly encourage you  to 
attend a Saturday Dialogue 
Orientation before you attend a 
Saturday Dialogue. Please join us! 
In this orientation, we’ll talk about 
the purpose of Saturday Dialogues 
and why AWARE-LA organizes as a 
white anti-racist community. We’ll go 
over what a typical Saturday Dialogue 
agenda looks like, and talk about the 
different types of content that we do 
throughout the year. We’ll also tell you 
about the organizational structure of 
AWARE-LA, and then close out our 
time together with an opportunity for 
newcomers to ask questions of our 
facilitation team. 
Accessibility: We can provide ASL 
interpreters and closed captioning 
upon request. To ensure availability, 
please make your request at least 72 
hours prior to the event you wish to 
attend. Contact: awarela@gmail.com 
with questions

All Laughtears.com events are on-
line, until further notice. We’ll be 
meeting in the clouds a la Richard 
Brautigan, who said, “Everyone has 
a place in history. Mine is clouds.” 
Feel safe! Call Gerry Fialka for weekly 
zoom & video chat sessions 310-306-
7330, email: pfsuzy@aol.com.

Ongoing Exhibitions at the CA 
African American Museum in 

Exposition Park

Thru Jan 17: April Bey: Atlantica, 
The Gilda Region; curated by: Mar 
Hollingsworth, Visual Arts Curator and 
Program Manager. In Atlantica, The 
Gilda Region, April Bey’s first solo 
museum exhibition in Los Angeles, the 
Bahamian-American interdisciplinary 
artist presents an immersive installation 

that taps into Black Americans’ 
historical embrace of space travel and 
extraterrestrial visioning—a cultural 
movement dating back to the late 
1960s and later termed Afrofuturism. 
Through this lens, Bey reflects on 
subjects such as queerness, feminism, 
and internet culture in vibrant tableaux 
that combine living plants, video, 
music, photography, and oversized 
mixed-media paintings and textiles.

Thru Jan. 23: Sanford Biggers: 
Codeswitch; curated by: Andrea 
Andersson (Founding Director and 
Chief Curator, Rivers Institute) and 
Sergio Bessa (former Director of 
Curatorial and Education Programs, 
Bronx Museum). For more than 
two decades, LA native Sanford 
Biggers has been developing a 
singular body of work that is deeply 
informed by African American history 
and traditions. Sanford Biggers: 
Codeswitch, the first survey of quilt-
based works by the New York-based 
interdisciplinary artist, features nearly 
fifty pieces that seamlessly weave 
together references to contemporary 
art, urban culture, sacred geometry, 
and more. Biggers’s engagement 
with quilts dates to 2009, when 
he was commissioned by Hidden 
City Philadelphia to produce a 
work for the Mother Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, a stop 
on the Underground Railroad. As 
the artist researched the history of 
the Underground Railroad, he was 
intrigued by the long-debated narrative 
that quilts doubled as signposts 
along escape routes throughout the 
nineteenth century. Inspired by those 
stories, Biggers created his first quilt-
based works.

Thru Feb. 27: Rights and Rituals: 
The Making of African American 
Debutante Culture, curated by: 
Taylor Bythewood-Porter, Assistant 
Curator. In November 1961, Pres. 
Kennedy and Gov. Pat Brown greeted 
28 young ladies as they made their 
debut into society during The Links, 
Incorporated L.A. Chapter’s 10th 
annual cotillion at the Beverly Hilton. 
The President was paying respect 
to singer Nat King Cole, whose 
daughter Carole was debuting, yet his 
presence epitomized the emergent 
power of African American debutante 
culture. Social organizations such as 
The Links, the Questionettes, and 
the 20th Century Onyx Club have a 
history of challenging institutionalized 

stereotypes that 
limited the role 
and potential of 
Black girls. Rights 
and Rituals: 
The Making of 
African American 
Debutante Culture 
investigates the 
origins of these 
organizations 
and the ways they 
supported young 
Black women’s 
participation in vital, 
albeit sometimes 
understated, race 
work.

Thru Mar. 20: LaToya Ruby Frazier: 
The Last Cruze; curated by: Karsten 
Lund and Solveig Øvstebø. CAAM’s 
presentation is organized by Taylor 
Renee Aldridge, Visual Arts Curator 
and Program Manager. In The Last 

Cruze, artist LaToya Ruby Frazier 
chronicles the lives of workers at the 
General Motors plant in Lordstown, 
Ohio. Due to a confluence of 
circumstances, including the global 
outsourcing of labor, rapid automation, 
and the growing demand for electric 
cars, GM’s Lordstown facility 
stopped production in 2019 after 
more than fifty years of operation. 
This shutdown presented Lordstown 
facility workers with limited choices: 
relocate, sometimes leaving behind 
family and support networks, or find 
work elsewhere. Across the country, 
the trickle-down effect of economic 
decline and the corporate response 
to this decline disproportionately 
affects large groups of workers who 
have very little decision-making 
power within big corporations. And 
yet, their labor remains vital to the 
development and success of these 
businesses. Through 67 photos, 
video, and an architectural installation 
that echoes the assembly line, The 
Last Cruze extends Frazier’s long-
standing commitment to visualizing 
how working-class people—in places 
such as Flint, Michigan; her hometown 
of Braddock, Pennsylvania; and the 
Borinage mining region in Belgium—
are impacted by industrial exploits, 
environmental injustice, and systemic 
racism.

Upcoming Events

Jan 1 - Sat Happy New Year!
Last day of Kwanzaa, 7-10p with 
the Robey Theater Company. 
Register here: https://events.zoom.us/ev/
AE303IE1wedEXn0V8QPXK6dPRynejoegFKF_
AruPGEmeFgi2bUVfdll2OG0xz1XWWa7wmZw

The Robey Theatre Company is 
presenting a new play, Kwanzaa: 
A Celebration of Unity, to coincide 
with the seven-day celebration of 
the winter festival of Kwanzaa, from 
December 26, 2021, through January 
1, 2022. Kwanzaa is a festival of 
African American culture, inspired 
by African harvest festivals and 
created by Dr. Maulana Karenga, 
chair of Africana Studies at Cal State 
Long Beach. In the play Kwanzaa: 
A Celebration of Unity, Dr. Agu, an 
American Black Studies professor, has 
traveled to Ghana in order to trace 
his own ancestral roots. Ghana is 
subjected to an abrupt and complete 
pandemic lockdown. Dr. Agu cannot 
leave his hotel, much less return to 
America. He is compelled to teach 
his students back in the U.S.A. via 
Zoom. Dr. Agu offers his students a 
more complete version of American 
history and teaches the Seven 
Principles of Kwanzaa as a blueprint 
for living a responsible, productive, 
and ethical life. Info: benguillory@
therobeytheatrecompany.org

Jan 2 - Sun
Oshogatsu Family Festival - Year 
of the Tiger, 11a-4p, Japanese 
American National Museum, 100 N. 
Central Ave, L.A. vent by Japanese 
American National Museum. Tickets: 
9644p.blackbaudhosting.com/9644p/
tickets UPDATE: Due to the increasing 
number of COVID-19 cases in Los 
Angeles County from the Omicron 
variant, and for the safety of our 
visitors and staff, we are canceling 
the onsite activities for the 2022 
Oshogatsu Family Festival. Admission 
to the museum will remain FREE all 
day on Sunday, January 2nd with 

advanced registration and limited 
capacity. All scheduled activities 
are now virtual. For a complete 
schedule of virtual activities and more 
information on admission, visit https://
janm.org/oshogatsufest2022! If you 
would still like to visit the museum on 
January 2nd, please note that due 
to enforcement of indoor capacity, 
wait times may occur. We ask that 
you present your unique RSVP 
barcode, which can be found only by 
following the link in your reservation 
confirmation email (sent by “Japanese 
American National Museum” during 
your RSVP date), either on your 
smartphone or printed on paper.

Screening: Tarzan Triumphs, 2p, 
Ted Mann Theater, Academy Museum 
of Motion Pictures. Part of the Vienna 
in Hollywood film series on Emigres 
and Exiles in the US film industry. 
Johnnie Weismuller takes on the 
Nazis in this 7th of his films as Tarzan 
of the Apes. 1943, 77 mins, b+w. 
https://www.academymuseum.org/en/
programs/tarzan-triumphs-1b729e7d-
a2e5-d4b7-ddec-8de257780da0 
Details of the full film series, which 
started in December with a USC 
symposium are here: https://www.
academymuseum.org/en/series/
vienna-in-hollywood

Jan 3 - Mon

Jan 4 - Tue

Jan 5 - Wed

Screening: tick, tick…BOOM! 
7:30p, Hammer Museum, $20/$10 
with Hammer membership. Q&A with 
Andrew Garfield after film, Part of 
MoMA’s “The Contenders” film series, 
through Jan. 31. https://hammer.
ucla.edu/programs-events/2022/tick-
tick-boom-andrew-garfield This film 
program is organized by Rajendra 
Roy, The Celeste Bartos Chief 
Curator of Film, and Sean Egan, 
Producer, Film Exhibitions and Special 
Projects, The Museum of Modern Art, 
New York. The Hammer Museum’s 
presentation is made possible by The 
Billy and Audrey L. Wilder Foundation. 
COVID protocols in effect proof of 
vaccination and photo ID required for 
entry.10899 Wilshire Blvd., LA 90024, 
(310) 443-7000, info@hammer.ucla.
edu

Jan 6 - Thu

Jan 7 - Fri
Spring Socialist Network gathering 
via zoom, 4p-continuing Sat 
Jan 8 until 3p. info@springmag.
ca https://www.facebook.com/
events/634382017750741 Join us 
for the Spring Socialist Network 2022 
Winter Convention. https://Springmag.
ca for more information. Spring is 
a Canadian socialist magazine and 
network. We will be looking back 
at 2021, learning from the year of 
struggles, assessing our work and 
discussing how we can prepare to 
fight and organize in the year to come. - p. 4 -



Join us as we discuss how to build the 
movements to take on racism, settler 
colonialism and capitalism, while also 
building our socialist network. The 
convention will take place on Friday 
evening and Saturday during the day.

Jan 8 - Sat

Self-Care Yoga Workshop, 
11a-12n, CA African American 
Museum in Exposition Park, free. 
https://caamuseum.org/programs/
talks-and-workshops/self-care-
yoga-january-2022 Start 2022 right 
at the first of this year’s monthly 
yoga sessions at CAAM! Move 
through a 60-minute flow with yoga 
and meditation teacher Constance 
Hartwell. No previous experience 
necessary. We’re moving the class 
indoors for the winter; please bring 
your own yoga mat. RSVP required on 
website.

Jan 9 - Sun

Jan 10 - Mon

Jan 11 - Tue

Close Guantanamo Now! 12n, 
in person and virtual event, DTLA 
Federal Building, 300 N. Jackson St. 
at Temple. Interfaith Communities 
United for Justice & Peace, ARA-LA/
PART, National Religious Coalition 
Against Torture and other stage an 
annual protest to shut the US military 
prison at Guantanamo, and return the 
base to Cuba. For more information, 
https://icujp.org. “Detainees” and 
speakers at Fed Bldg will be live-
streamed on facebook.

Jan 12 - Wed
Support Amazon Workers 
national Day of  Action, https://
supportamazonworkers.org/jan12/

Jan 13 - Thu
CAAM Cinema: Ailey, 7-8:30p. 
CA African-American Museum in 
Exposition Park. Free. See the new 
documentary Ailey, a portrait of the 
legendary choreographer Alvin Ailey. 
The film traces the contours of this 
brilliant and enigmatic man whose 
search for the truth in movement 
resulted in enduring choreography 
that centers on the Black American 
experience. Told through the 
choreographer’s own words and 
featuring evocative archival footage 
and interviews with those close to 
him, Ailey connects Ailey’s past to our 
present with an intimate glimpse into 
the Ailey studios today. RSVP required 
on website. https://caamuseum.org/
programs/concerts-performances-and-
screenings/caam-cinema-ailey

Screening: Dune, 7:30p, UCLA 
Hammer Museum. Q&A with Dennis 
Villeneuve after fil. https://hammer.
ucla.edu/programs-events/2022/dune-
denis-villeneuve See Jan 5 for details 
on film series and Hammer Museum.

Jan 14 - Fri

Jan 15 - Sat

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
actual birthday

Jan 16 - Sun

Brown Skin Brunchin’, 12:30p, Join 
Brown Skin Brunchin’ this month as 
we host brunch at The Salted Pig, 
3750 Main St, Riverside, CA 92501-
3317. Tickets:www.brownskinbrunchin.com/

event-details/inland-empire-january-brunch

The Salted Pig menu changes to 
always offer you ingredients at the 
peak of perfection. They exclusively 
feature craft beer from local and world 
renowned breweries. Please bring 
cash due to no ability to split checks. 
Street parking will be available. Please 
arrive on time. The entire party must 
be present to be seated. Failure to 
arrive on time may result in forfeiture 
of your seat. Haven’t brunched with us 
before, and wondering what we do? 
Brunch of course! We specialize in 
bringing together women of color for 
good food, fun, and drinks, all while 
creating friendships and memories 
that will last a lifetime. Connect with 
women locally and nationwide as 
you expand your Brunchin’ circle. To 
reserve your space in this month’s 
brunch, a non-refundable fee of $10 
is required. Seating is confirmed once 

your RSVP and payment are received. 
Wondering what the $10 covers? It 
covers the cost/fees associated with 
keeping the group active.

Screening: Forbidden Passage 
(short) plus The Search, 2p. 
Academy-Award nominated short 
by Fred Zinneman on a father who 
illegally emigrates to the US, followed 
by a film set in Europe among 
displaced persons, as a mother and 
son try to find each other and reunite. 
Part of Vienna in Hollywood series. 
https://www.academymuseum.org/en/
programs/the-search-preceded-by-
forbidden-passage-c5e87802-c805-
141f-9e2b-203925b8b4f7 See Jan 2 
Tarzan film for details on the series 
and venue.

Jan 17 - Mon   Martin Luther 
King Jr. holiday/Day of Service

MLK Parade from MLKing Jr Blvd & 
Western to Crenshaw, then south to 
Leimert Park. This year, progressive 
community forces got the permit in 

advance, requiring the “Kingdom Day 
parade” to negotiate and agree on 
keeping out cops and the military! 
BDS-LA is planning a pro-Palestine 
contingent, and there are sure to 
be other community organizations 
finally able to participate with a clear 
conscience and warm welcome from 
the organizers. More details may be 
forthcoming soon on facebook or at 

Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X/El Hajj Malik el-Shabazz
https://harriettubmancenter.com/

Jan 18 - Tue

Jan 19 - Wed

KPFK Local Station Board meeting 
via zoom, see https//kpftx.org for 
details. 6-9p. Half-hour of public 
comments at least, interspersed in 
segments throughout the meeting. 
General Manager and Pacifica 
National Board members will report; 
new PNB director candidates will put 
forward their platforms (voting for STV 
and IRV ballots will be conducted by 
email and results will not be known for 
a few days).

Jan 20 - Thu

Screening: Licorice Pizza, 7:30p, 
UCLA Hammer Museum. Part of 
MoMA Contenders film series. 
https://hammer.ucla.edu/programs-
events/2022/licorice-pizza See Jan 
5 for prices, details on series and 
Hammer Museum.

Jan 21 - Fri

Jan 22 - Sat

VIVA LAS MUJERES! PANORAMA 
CITY, 2p. Reproductive rights are 
essential to humans as a whole. 
Women are constantly being the 
victims of the patriarchy and of 
misogyny in corrupt policies. We are 
here to march for a better future that 
includes reproductive rights, fair and 
equal wages, and respect for all 

women. Plaza del Valle, 8610 Van 
Nuys Blvd, Panorama City, CA 91402.

Jan 23 - Sun

Faith-Based Network gathering 
on Ending Systemic Racism, 
4-6p via zoom, initiated by Interfaith 
Communities United for Justice and 
Peace. (see story, p.1) More info 

at https//icujp.org or on FB/icujp. 
Join anti-racism and racial justice 
groupings from Jewish, Christian, 
Muslim and other traditions, as well 
as secular humanists and others 
to help build a rooted and effective 
network to act against educational, 
environmental, and other forms of 
racism.

Jan 24 - Mon

Jan 25 - Tue

Jan 26 - Wed
Change Links planning meeting, 
7:30p via zoom. Email changelinks2@
gmail.com to get involved in planning 
the next issue and other related tasks, 
like distribution. (4th Wed. every 
month).

Jan 27 - Thu
In Conversation Patrisse Cullors & 
Angela Davis, 7-8:30p, CA African-
American Museum in Exposition 
Park. In “An Abolitionist’s Handbook,” 
artist, author, and organizer Patrisse 
Cullors charts a framework for how 
everyday activists can effectively fight 
for an abolitionist present and future. 
Filled with relatable pedagogy on the 
history of abolition, a reimagining of 
what reparations look like for Black 
lives, and real-life anecdotes, “An 
Abolitionist’s Handbook” offers a bold 
and humanistic approach to how to be 
a modern-day abolitionist. Join Cullors 
in person as she virtually discusses 
her latest work with political activist, 
scholar, and philosopher Angela 
Davis. This program is moderated 
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by LA County Library Director Skye 
Patrick. Presented in partnership with 
LA County Library as part of their 
Trailblazers in Conversation series. 
Free, RSVP required on website 
via eventbrite. https://caamuseum.
org/programs/talks-and-workshops/
in-conversation-patrisse-cullors-and-
angela-davis

Can California Solve Its Air Quality 
Inequality? Zocalo Public Square • 
Arizona State University • Smithsonian, 
7:30p. Live in person and streaming. A 
Zócalo/California Wellness Foundation 
Event, Moderated by Saul Gonzalez, 
KQED Correspondent and Co-
Host of The California Report, ASU 
California Center, 1111 S Broadway, 
LA 90015. Register on website: https://
www.zocalopublicsquare.org/event/
california-air-quality-inequality/ While 
smog in Los Angeles and wildfire smoke 
in San Francisco dominate headlines, 
California’s rural communities are also 
besieged by a constellation of forces 
that foul their air. In the San Joaquin 
Valley, one of the most polluted parts 
of the state, one in four children have 
asthma, and the impacts of air pollution 
cost the region $6 billion annually. Air 
quality is a statewide issue—more than 
half of California’s counties fail to meet 
federal pollution standards. But the 
burden isn’t evenly distributed: Black 
and Latino people are exposed to about 
40 percent more fine particulate matter 
from cars, trucks, and buses than 
white Californians, and low-income 
communities about 20 percent more 
than their higher-income counterparts. 
What would it take for the more 
privileged parts of California to reduce 
air pollution that disproportionately 
affects low-income and rural 
communities around the state? What 
political and economic strategies have 
succeeded in improving air quality 
locally and statewide? And can people 
and organizations fighting for clean 
air find inspiration from coalition-
building and organizing efforts in other 
arenas? A panel including Central 
Valley Air Quality Coalition executive 
director Catherine Garoupa White 
and USC sociologist and Solidarity 
Economics author Manuel Pastor visits 
Zócalo to discuss how we can help all 
Californians breathe easier. Based on 
the City of Los Angeles requirements 
for similar events, proof of vaccination 
(at least two weeks after the final dose) 
will be required. Additionally, face 
coverings are required for all audience 
members.
Jan 28 - Fri

Jan 29 - Sat

Jan 30 - Sun

Jan 31 - Mon
Screening: Sunset Boulevard, 
7:30p, part of Vienna in Hollywood 
series (see Jan 2 for details)  https://
www.academymuseum.org/en/
programs/sunset-blvd-feadf4f6-25a7-
6a02-6554-f2ecf72af2de
Billy Wilder directed, Gloria Swanson, 
William Holden and Eric von Stroheim 
star, nominated for 11 Oscars. “I’m 
ready for my close-up, Mr. DeMille.”

POINT/COUNTERPOINT ON VACCINE MANDATES
LAUSD Board Rescinds and Delays 
Enacting Punitive Measures Against 

Unvaccinated Covid-19 Students
https://ca.childrenshealthdefense.org/school/lausd-board-rescinds-and-delays-
enacting-punitive-measures-against-unvaccinated-covid-19-students/

By the Children’s Health Defense –  California Chapter 
Team
     Tuesday December 14, 2021, proved to be a powerful 
day in our collective fight against unjust mandates, illegal 
vaccines and medical discrimination. More importantly, 
today’s outcome represented the power of the people to 
unite together, hold the line, and reclaim the sovereignty 
and bodily autonomy that is ours.
     All but one LAUSD Board member (McKenna, opposed) 
voted to rescind their decision to enact punitive measures upon its 
more than 34,000 unvaccinated COVID-19 students, staving off 
the January 10, 2021 initial deadline for compliance, which was 
Agenda Item 8 in today’s Board Meeting: “Delay the Transfer of 
Students Not in Compliance with the Vaccination Requirement to 
Online Independent Study Instruction; and Application of Student 
and Employee Vaccine Policy to All LAUSD Authorized Charter 
Schools.”
     “We are thrilled with this outcome, but this is the first major battle 
victory in a long war,” cautioned the legal team from Children’s 
Health Defense – CA (CHD-CA) and Protection of the Educational 
Rights of Kids (PERK), comprised of Rita Barnett-Rose, Jessica 
Barsotti and Nicole Pearson. “Our lawsuit is still ongoing, and we 
plan to fight this all the way. We haven’t yet had a hearing on the 
merits, and although the judge initially ruled against us and declined 
to grant our preliminary injunction, we still won today because the 
LAUSD Board voted to rescind the vaccine deadline.”
Massive Public Support: Over 34,000 Families Held 

the Line
     The official letter issued by LAUSD Board states “high 
vaccination rates” are the reason the Board decided to suspend its 
deadline. However, it appears unlikely that, all of the sudden, over 
the course of a few days, high vaccination rates changed the Board’s 
mind. Our CHD-CA and PERK legal team believes “the Board 
voted in our favor because over 34,000 families held the line. This 
is about them, their courage and their commitment to staying strong 
in their beliefs, no matter what.”
     This massive public support began last week, at the initial hearing 
of CHD-CA and PERK vs. LAUSD. Over 150 people showed up 
inside the courtroom. Up to 100 more couldn’t be seated and waited 
outside. “We presented over 131 declarations from parents, and 7 
declarations from experts, showing not only the harm of these illegal 
vaccines, but also the harm and unconstitutionality of excluding 
students from in-person schooling,” declared the legal team.
     Today’s support was even more impressive. Amidst a bevy of 
honking cars and onlookers cheering, “over 300 people came out 
today in Los Angeles’s first winter storm, with umbrellas, signs and 
megaphones in hand. We surrounded the LAUSD meeting, chanting 
and uniting in peaceful protest,” declared the CHD-CA and PERK 
legal team.

First Major Victory Battle in a Long War
     The legal team plans to file an Amended Complaint that adds 
additional claims, some of which may include fighting against 
existing discriminatory practices such as requiring COVID-19 
testing of unvaccinated students, but not of vaccinated students, a 
practice that does not hold scientific merit or legitimacy. A trial date 
has not yet been set.
     Had the LAUSD Board not rescinded its January 10, 2022 deadline, 
over 34,000 LAUSD students would have been sent to the City of 
Angels, a sub-par remote learning option that is barely handling 
its current enrollment. Not only would the system have crashed 
under such a sudden influx, but massive numbers of students would 
also have left the system entirely to pursue alternative educational 
options.

     Change Links has no editorial position on the article submitted by one 
member from the Children’s Health Defense, Robert F. Kennedy Jr’s organization. 
But Kennedy has been criticized for spreading misinformation. The article 
mischaracterizes the LA School Board’s original decision to mandate COVID 
vaccinations for eligible students as “punitive” and its later decision to postpone 
implementation as “rescinding” it. It should also be noted that there are over 
600,000 K-12 students in LA Unified, and probably another 200,000+ adult 
education students, so 34,000 cited as unvaccinated is only about 5%. Here is a 
countervailing view to Kennedy’s from the Grassroots Community Radio Coalition 
about similar controversies at Pacifica Radio.

Grassroots Community Radio Coalition on the 
Difference between Conspiracism and Skepticism

     The COVID pandemic has underlined the troubling tendency 
within Pacifica to conflate skepticism about government and 
corporate power and institutions with right-wing conspiracism. 
Right wing groups for years have tried to influence and infiltrate 
left and progressive movements with antisemitic, anti-communist 
and apparently “anti-elitist” political views. This has intensified 
with fear of both the COVID pandemic and the measures and 
medicines proposed to combat it. Fear is an effective organizing 
emotion for racist and reactionary “solutions” to complex social 
and material problems and issues.
     Skepticism about Big Pharma, and about the white supremacist 
nature of both governmental, medical and corporate institutions 
and systems of power in the United States are all well justified 
by history. These range from experimentation on Puerto Rican 
women in the development of the oral contraceptive, to faulty 
medical studies that do not study the effects of a medication on 
women, to the infamous Tuskegee “experiments” on Black men 
with STDs when effective medications were already available, 
to the use of smallpox infected blankets to spread disease among 
Native peoples. US bioweapons research must be condemned and 
ended. There may be many valid reasons for particular individuals 
and groups to decide not to get vaccinated with any of the vaccines 
for COVID currently on offer in the U.S.
      But into those legitimate concerns have come mostly right 
wing and racist forces to promote false claims that either COVID 
was a hoax or that COVID was a plot to depopulate the earth; false 
claims that mRNA vaccines transform your DNA; false claims 
that mandating masks indoors, or requiring employees who deal 
with the public to either vaccinate or agree to frequent testing, is 
part of a literally diabolical plot to strip people of all their rights. 
KPFK has unfortunately often been a transmission mechanism for 
such views in the name of freedom of speech, and as the result of 
an undiscriminating appetite for any allegedly anti-establishment 
viewpoint, it has sanitized and accepted extreme right wing and 
antisemitic political expressions. KPFK used to air the content 
of a woman, Desiree Green, who claimed to be channeling an 
extraterrestrial alien who dictated to her long sections of the 
antisemitic Czarist forgery called “The Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion.” This type of broadcasting, in which Pacifica becomes a platform 
and amplifier of views that are being ballyhooed on Fox News, or by 
associations of police and prison guards, is inconsistent with the Pacifica 
mission.
     The Grassroots Community Radio Coalition is opposed to such 
acceptance or distribution of false, racist, and/or anti-communist views 
in the name of freedom of speech or under a gloss of anti-elitist or anti-
establishment dissent. We understand that there are many unresolved 
questions about COVID and its treatment and prevention, but these 
cannot and should not be used to equate mandates for wearing facial 
covering indoors with the Nazi genocide of European Jewry or Roma 
and mass incarceration and murder of communists and other opponents. 
There is plenty of room for healthy debate, which is essential to the 
scientific process. That process is based in part on mechanisms for peer 
review, challenges, and falsification of theories. The search for truth in 
material and social matters of course requires and depends on debate and 
contestation. Policies must be crafted that allow for individual exceptions 
and accommodations. But these factors should not become a mechanism 
for allowing racist right wingers masquerading as New Age practitioners, 
or antisemitic fearmongers presenting themselves alternatively as 
skeptics or “true patriots” to make hay and  coopt working people. People 
who are righteously skeptical of the propaganda of the state and the 
corporate owning class should not fall prey to the equally dangerous and 
sophisticated propaganda and disinformation campaigns of neo-fascist 
elements within the US or internationally.

We need more good 
Republican Senators like 

my good friend coal baron 
Joe Manchin! That’s why 
I, DJ Trump, want you to 

vote for the GOP &
environmental dystopia!
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     On the one hand, there are presidents 
or political referents framed within the 
so-called progressivism, articulated, for 
example, in the Puebla Group, which 
met in Mexico a few weeks ago. There, 
figures such as the president of Argentina, 
Alberto Fernández; of Bolivia, Luis Arce; 
former presidents such as Rafael Correa of 
Ecuador (2007-2017); Dilma Rousseff of 
Brazil (2011-2016), and former presidential 
candidate Marco Enríquez-Ominami, in 
the case of Chile, stand out.
      The Puebla Group brings together 
progressive and left-wing actors, from 
Mexico to Argentina, with the absence 
of members from Venezuela, Cuba and 
Nicaragua. These three countries are the 
center, together with Bolivia, of the so-
called Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples 
of Our America (ALBA), a space for 
the integration of governments that was 
created in 2014. ALBA, in turn, has had 
greater political closeness with the so-
called Sao Paulo Forum, made up of leftist 
parties, social movements, leaders, who 
have shown their support to the leaders of 
those countries.
     The relationship between many 
progressive actors and ALBA members, 
with the exception of Bolivia, has been 
distant in recent years. Thus, for example, 
the Colombian presidential candidate 
Gustavo Petro, who celebrated Boric’s 
victory, recently stated in a debate that 
Venezuela is a dictatorship, and the 
Argentine government, for its part, 
criticized on several occasions the human 
rights situation in Cuba.
     The new president of Chile, whose 
party Convergencia Social is part of 
the Progressive International, as is his 
campaign manager, Giorgio Jackson, has 
also manifested strong criticism against 
the governments of Venezuela, Cuba and 
Nicaragua, particularly focused also on the 
issue of human rights, which in turn has 
earned him debates and questioning within 
Chile by leftist actors.
     The Latin American map of progressive 
and leftist governments and leaders is 
currently fragmented, between ALBA, 
the Puebla Group, and governments such 
as Bolivia and Mexico, which maintain 
good relations with both parties. The 
space where all governments converge, 
except that of Brazil under Jair Bolsonaro, 
is the Community of Latin American and 
Caribbean States (CELAC) meeting in 
September in Mexico, a space of integration 
of states without distinction of the political 
signs of the governments. Is that where 
Boric could focus his continental policy?
     Boric won the presidency at the head 
of the coalition Apruebo Dignidad, 
formed by the Frente Amplio (FA) and the 
Communist Party (PC). In this pact, the FA 

obtained the presidential candidacy after 
the July primary election, and the PC is the 
largest party, as communist deputy Camila 
Vallejo stated this Tuesday 21st: “We 
are the largest party of the coalition, that 
is a reality, and we probably have some 
ministers, but we do not have a hegemonic 
spirit or anything like that; but we are what 
we are, no more and no less.” The FA in 
turn is formed by Convergencia Social 
and Revolución Democrática. The foreign 
policy positions of the FA and the PC have 
not always coincided, for example, in the 
case of Cuba, where the latter has recently 
expressed its “solidarity with the Cuban 
government and people”. How could this 
translate into the foreign strategy of the 
new government?
     This debate will be, in turn, crossed 
by the space that members of center and 
center-left forces of the ex-Concertación, 
such as the Socialist Party (of Salvador 
Allende, overthrown in Pinochet’s coup), 
which joined Boric’s support for the 
second round, could have within the 
cabinet. Chilean socialism, at the head 
of the government on several occasions, 
such as between 2006 and 2010 and 2014 
and 2018 with Michelle Bachelet, was 
part of the Latin American integration 
process without claiming a centrality of 
that horizon. Another government part 
of the ex-Concertación, such as that of 
Ricardo Lagos (2000-2006) of the Party 
for Democracy, even recognized the coup 
d’état against Hugo Chávez in 2002.
     The internal balance within Boric’s 
Government, between more left and more 
center sectors, will surely be reflected in terms 
of foreign policy. This situation will advance in 
a context of Latin American opportunity, both 
to strengthen CELAC or, for example, to re-
establish the Union of South American Nations 
(Unasur), as well as in a context of global 
dispute marked by the confrontation between 
Washington and Beijing.
     “Chile must consolidate its relations with 
the US and China, based on criteria of political 
autonomy and, at the same time, converge with 
pragmatism in areas of mutual interest with 
both great powers. We must strengthen and 
highlight those links and areas of convergence 
as a long-term path, to be reinforced as part of 
our strategy of global insertion focused on and 
from the region”, said Senator Latorre, a backer 
of Boric, in this regard.
     At the moment the cabinet is in the process 
of being formed and several definitions, as well 
as measures, will be announced at a later date. 
Political times in Chile are moving fast and 
the next step will be marked by the drafting 
of the new constitution and the plebiscite that 
will follow in the second half of the year. The 
South American country is in a moment 
of exceptionality that will soon bring new 
events, a context in which a foreign policy 
will be developed in times of global dispute 
and a changing continent.

Victory of Chilean Left
...Continued from p. 1

#EndPoliceAssociations
... Continued from p. 1
 and even more in 2021, which at this 
writing was not over yet. That’s an average 
of three people per day every day for an 
entire year, year after year, despite protests 
and phony “reforms”.
     THE RACIST SYSTEM: Black people 
were 28% of those killed by police in 2020 
despite being only 13% of the population.
     PILFERING THE PUBLIC PURSE: 
Police associations consume a tremendous 
share of city budgets, sometimes, upwards 
of 50% of unrestricted funds, diminishing 
the funds available for vital community 

resources.  In L.A., in addition to their 
own “lion’s share” of the city budget, the 
LAPD taps into funding for the library, the 
Metro, the Housing Department and the 
Sanitation Department, and gets additional 
federal grants and private funding from 
big corporations funneled through the Los 
Angeles Police Foundation.
     BULLYING AND BRIBING: Police 
associations use their deep pockets to elect 
corrupt representatives and enact laws that 
harm communities and make them less 
safe.

they had earlier migrated to.
     Another very turbulent time for Prof. 
Drake was when he was forced to serve 
against his will in the U.S. Army in 1953 
during the U.S. war on Korea. He claimed 
being a Conscientious Objector (War 
Resistor), as he refused to partake in the 
killing of others. Then, the U.S. Army 
was most intolerant to any such position. 
Consequently, attempts were made on 
his life through torture and injection with 
Meningitis! He barely escaped this very 
trying period! This information was later 

Cisco Drake with Rigoberta Menchu
exposed via news articles, one published in 
New Mexico in 1970 at Luz En La Noticia 
(Light on The News).
     Prof. Drake never married and enjoyed 
a lively social life with various intimate 
female friends through his life in earlier 
years. His last book titled The Racial 
Prejudice Game: The Pain and Shame was 
to be completed and published by 2014, 
but his health began declining. It deals 
with the global immigration issue from a 
very different perspective, highlighting 
the destructive dynamics behind deceiving 
economic machinations. He exposes the 
truth behind the USA immigration scheme. 

Cisco Drake with Maria Guardado
It was never completed. However, Mr. 
Drake continued writing many papers until 
two years ago. Perhaps to be published at 
a future date…. The above Biography was 
compiled from a first-hand account by 
Prof. Drake, written by Bella De Soto, a 
close friend. All content documented from 
Professor Cisco Drake (Frank Giron)’s 
hard copy documentations and memory 
recount.
     In 2010 because he was suffering from 
Kidney problems and possible dementia, 
his family flew to LA from NY City, to 
place Frank Giron (Prof. Cisco Drake) in 
an assisted living home, The Broadview 
Residential Care Center on West Broadway, 
in Glendale. Here he enjoyed his privacy 
and mobility, while around other elders like 
him, provided with daily meals, medical 
care, etc. in lovely surroundings. But then 
on April 1, 2013, he developed a blood 
clotting problem on one foot (apparently 
hereditary), which required immediate 
attention, so he was moved temporarily to 
the Royal Palms Post-Acute care, down 
the street from the Broadview. Sadly, while 
there for a short time, his dentures were 
stolen, and never replaced.
     When his foot improved, he was returned 
to the Broadview, but by November 2019 
Mr. Drake could no longer chew solid 
foods, since he had gone for six years 
without many of his teeth or dentures. 
This began causing him considerable loss 
of body weight, eventually making him 
weak with a skeletal appearance, as well 

as affecting his speech, hearing. Both feet 
were experiencing blood clots. As a close 
friend, without Power of Attorney, I could 
not forcefully advocate on his behalf, 
which became personally agonizing, 
though I tried!
By November 6, 2020, he was rushed to 
the Glendale Memorial Hospital, where 
they operated on both feet, disabling his 
mobility; he was placed on permanent 
external oxygen and feeding tubes, as he 
would no longer be able to chew or be fed. 
He was also prescribed a very demanding 
medication to keep his blood pressure 
up. Eventually this state of living would 
further deplete his immune system!
     On November 12, 2020, Prof. Drake 
(Frank Giron) was placed at the Broadway 
Manor Care Center (a skilled nursing 
facility), next door to the Broadview. 
Finally on December 15, 2021, Mr. Frank 
Giron AKA Cisco Drake was rushed to 
Adventist Health Glendale Hospital, where 
he spent his last day and a half, finally 
giving up on December 16, 2021, at 4:30 
PM. I was on a special phone connection 
speaking to him, and minutes later he 
signed off! Sadly, I was not able to drive to 
Glendale while he was failing. Mr. Frank 
Giron (Prof. Cisco Drake) was survived 
by his Brother Author Giron and Sister In-
Law Mariluz Giron in New York, NY.
This article about Prof. Cisco Drake was 
written Oct. 27, 2009, By Yuliya Grinberg: 
Writer’s passion is adventure stories- 
“Writing is a healthy sickness…” https://
www.latimes.com/socal/glendale-news-press/news/
tn-gnp-xpm-2009-10-27-gnp-boomers102809-story.
html

Personal account: Prof. Drake was a Socialist 
like me, so we shared similar political 
philosophies. We met during a Downtown 
L.A. street demonstration on Broadway. Our 
friendship was enriched through his keen 
knowledge and analysis on global Geopolitics, 
passion for humanity and all its wonder. He 
shared his many experiences, while tying 
them to the local politics at different locations 
like when he lived in Mexico, Guatemala, El 
Salvador and Guatemala that I recall…
     Prof. Drake greatly admired and honored 
global women revolutionaries. One was 
Rigoberta Menchú, Guatemalan leader for the 
indigenous, environment and all social justice, 
winner of the Noble Peace Price in 1997. 
She had announced a run for her country’s 
presidency for 2007. But she was murdered in 
2011, when she announced as a candidate for 
el Frente Amplio de Guatemala, before she 
had the opportunity to launch her presidential 
campaign! https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Rigoberta_mench%C3%BA
    Another contemporary Female Leader was 
Maria D Carmen Guardado, a Salvadoran 
revolutionary in the 70’s in her country, engaged 
in the resistance effort against the killings and 
disappearances of civilians who opposed the 
dictatorship, which tortured and disappeared 
many with U.S. funding. She was kidnapped 
and tortured under the supervision of the US 
CIA before she was able to flee and obtain 

asylum in the 
US, where 
she continued 
to campaign 
against US 
imperialism.
     Another 
e x c e p t i o n a l 
icon that Prof. 
Drake honored, 
was Anacaona 
or Anakaona. 
(1474-1503) an 
aborigen taína 
of the Island 
La Española 

(Hispañola) (later divided between the 
Dominican Republic and Haiti). She governed 
the cacicazgo of Jaragua after the death of 
her Brother Bohechío. Anacaona was then 
condemned to be hanged in a public square 
by the Spanish colonial governor Nicolás 
de Ovando for her tenacity as a female 
revolutionary.

Statue of Anakaona in D.R.

Cisco Drake, presente!
...Continued from p. 2
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for your display ad!

Advertise 
in Change-Links and 

reach 1000s of 
active, socially-

conscious readers 
around Southern 

California.
Contact us for info 

on discount rates for 
multiple ads.

Half-page: $350
1/4 page: $185
1/6 page: $120

Business card: $25

Classified ad: $5 for 
4 lines (1 column wide)

(about 36 words).
$5 requested per 
calendar listing.

Pay to AFGJ/Change-Links

If you like what you’ve read -- 
Subscribe to Change-Links!

Subscriptions finance 
the paper.

Regular subs are $25, Sustainers $50, Low Income $12 a year, 
payable to AFGJ with Change Links in the memo, (we 
cannot process checks made out to “Change Links”) & mail to:

Change Links, PO Box 34236,
Los Angeles CA 90034

Name: _______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

City: ________________ St: ___ Zip: _____________

Tel:__________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________

Amount enclosed: ______________________________

Thanks! You’ll be glad you did!

CLASSIFIED AD

Tutor in English/ESL,  helps you read, speak, 
write better.  Also, help write & edit/technical/

scientific reports & theses.
Translation from German, Italian, 

Croatian & Portuguese.  
See my  “Professor” ad on CraigsList. 

Call Ivan 310-649-2291 x-2

MOVE TO AMEND Video Resource:
“A Question of Personhood” introduces corporate 

constitutional rights issue and Move to Amend. 
7 min 35 sec Search “Personhood” on youtube.com

Move to Amend Local meeting: Last 
Saturday of the month, 1-3p. Holy 

Grounds Coffee & Tea,  5371 Alhambra 
Ave, LA. 323.255.1279

... Continued from p. 1
     How can we bring the strength of our ethical values and rootedness 
in communities to bear on building an effective and sustained anti-
racist effort? 
      How does anti-racism advance the cause of peace, and what is 
the significance of anti-war activity to uprooting racism within our 
society? What are the next steps in building an ongoing network and in 
improving communication among us?
     ICUJP is inviting people who want to make a serious commitment 
to building such a network and carrying the work forward. You can 
register in advance for this meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZAscuCtpj0tE9SE_aCmn50XeyqwMcKaSSIw 
     After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the meeting. For more information, you 
can also check the ICUJP facebook page or youtube, or the website at 
https://icujp.org. There will be planning meetings for the January 23 
meetings every Friday morning at 9:35 AM after ICUJP Friday Forums 
via zoom.

Faith Based Network 
on Ending Systemic Racism

Change-Links Health Corner

Foods and Supplements 
to help you sleep well

https://getpocket.com/explore/item/sleep-the-best-and-worst-
foods-to-eat-before-bed

     Serotonin is the key hormone that stabilizes our mood, feelings of well-
being, and happiness. This hormone impacts your entire body. It enables 
brain cells and other nervous system cells to communicate with each other. 
Serotonin also helps with sleeping, eating, and digestion. This hormone (and 
neurotransmitter) helps regulate your mood as well as your sleep, appetite, 
digestion, learning ability, and memory.

     Melatonin is a sleep hormone in your body that plays a strong role. The 
production and release of melatonin in the brain is connected to time of day. 
https://www.mayoclinic.org › art-20363071

     Dopamine is a type of neurotransmitter. It keeps you alert, so stay away 
from it for sleeping. Your body makes it, and your nervous system uses it to send 
messages between nerve cells. That’s why it’s sometimes called a chemical 
messenger. Dopamine plays a role in how we feel pleasure. It’s a big part of 
our unique human ability to think and plan. It is associated with pleasurable 
sensations, along with learning, memory, motor system function, and more. It 
also supports blood pressure and can treat symptoms of shock by improving 
blood flow. Exercise can help produce it. Available through prescription only. 
Herbal teas and compounds including passion flower, chamomile (manzanilla) 
and hops are also a good sleep aid.

Best meals and supplements to help motivate bedtime relaxation:

•	 For Serotonin to sleep: Bananas, Salmon, Tuna, Spinach and Nuts 
(Walnuts and almonds) have Vitamin D and Omega 3 Fatty Acids.

•	 For Melatonin to sleep: Cherries, Kiwis.
•	  Cherries and Nuts as above, have particular good source of crucial 

hormones, conducive toward sleep function.
•	 Recommended to digest meals at least two hours prior to bedtime.
•	 Suggested Supplements: Vitamin D, High potency Fish Oil capsules, 

B 12, Omega 3, 6 and 9 (Fish, Flax & Borage Oils) to support Heart 
health.

•	 Vitamin E.
•	 Zinc.
•	 Magnesium, but many cannot tolerate the full strength, so you may 

cut on 4 parts, just take a quarter at night with any combo above, but 
make sure not to take on an empty stomach. Often taken in combina-
tion with calcium and potassium.

Compilation by Bella De Soto


