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Movement 
Pains

10/18/21 © 2021 by Mumia Abu-Jamal
     I call this “Movement Pains.” Every social movement 
begins in pain. When people see or experience social 
injustice, movements are born. This should surprise none of 
us, for our mothers brought each of us forth at the crucible 
between death and life. When we see or experience social 
injustice, we viscerally sense pain and are urged by internal 
forces to fight, to right such wrongs.
     This is so despite the fact that we, all of us, live in a sticky 
web of oppression. We rarely admit this fact, yet we know 
this through our social interactions. We know that we are not 
free. What does this mean for social movements? It means 
we come to them with a psychosocial wound, one that is 
only exacerbated by the hypnotical lure of power. Think of 
this: people who come together, organized to build social 
movements for greater freedom, are not free.
      What does this mean in the real world? I should tell you 
that I speak today, not merely of today but of our yesterdays 
when one of the deepest social movements held sway. Men, 
usually men, mostly, and women who [had] never held 
power, found themselves in powerful political positions 
in organizations, and more than a few of them abused that 
power, usually for sexual favors from women.
     On this note, I must add this aside. European modernity 
had its emergence not merely, as Marx asserts, in the brutal 
lives of capitalism but in the inquisition which marked mass 
terror and the suppression of women. In the name of a war 
against witches, men waged war against women who were 
traditionally herbalists, healers, doctors, and nurturers of 
European tribes. Their prominence had to be diminished. 
Their prominence had to be diminished so as to make room 
for the mastery of men and the suppression of the awesome 
power of female sexuality.
     So men, many clothed in robes that brought to mind 
female garb, took their places in the healing arts: medicine, 
the priesthoods, and in the councils of the law. These 
profound abuses radiated throughout European society and 
its colonial outposts like America. Here we find the roots of 
patriarchy.
     In hindsight, I can see that all of us were oppressed. 
Even while we were abusing our power, we were abused by 
a greater power, state power that killed us in the streets and, 
as the example of Fred Hampton showed us, in our sleep as 
well. We must not forget that the abuse of power also led to 
us killing each other, Panthers killing Panthers, the ultimate 
abuse of power and betrayal of power.
     Social movements can and must allow for room to grow among 
each other, for few life experiences will allow better opportunities 
to work with people such as those drawn to social movements. For 
fundamentally, social movements are peopled by idealists, people 
who deeply believe that another world is not only possible but 
necessary. This means they’re called by compassion, feelings for 
each other, to help build and support each other. These feelings 
help us really see each other, even our very human failings in the 
struggle to change the world.
      If Huey and Eldridge had more compassion, maybe, just maybe, 
the party would have survived. We are our brothers’ and our sisters’ 
keepers. We hold the keys of compassion that can break the bonds 
of power’s abuse.
For, we are all subject to an oppressive system that seeks to destroy 
all who seek social change. We must learn from the errors of our 
past, so [as] to not repeat them. I leave you all with two simple but 
pretty powerful words: compassion and love. These will not fail us.
From imprisoned nation, this is your brother, Mumia Abu-Jamal.

Delivered to “Survivors Speak Out: Confronting 
Abuse and Sexual Violence in the Movement”

Put on by Bring Mumia Home Campaign. Full proceedings here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fC-ivNukuw 

Change Links Exclusive: Interview with new KPFK General Manager Miquel Calçada

THE FUTURE OF LISTENER-SPONSORED KPFK
Listener sponsored free speech community radio station KPFK 90.7 FM, part of the Pacifica Foundation, is a unique 
democratically-governed media institution. After an extensive search, a new General Manager was recently hired and 
started his tenure in mid-September. Change Links got a chance to conduct this interview with him to give our readers 
more of an idea about the man and his plans for rebuilding the base and impact of the station. KPFK is in a critical 
membership drive this month and is in the process of refreshing its programming grid.

Change Links: Can you tell us a little about 
your personal history and background, and 
what brought you to radio?
Miquel Calçada: I come from a long 
professional media career. Spanning over 
forty years, I’ve been, as some might say, 
an acolyte before being a priest. I think 
I have tackled every aspect of the radio 
industry, from DJ to Public Affairs host. I 
started professionally in the reconstructed 
Catalan Public Radio system back in 1983, 
up through selling my two commercial 
networks in Barcelona. My interest in 
American public radio, specifically 
community radio, began while studying for 
a Master’s Degree in Public Administration 
at Syracuse University. My background, 
though, is in journalism and later in law.

C-L: How does your prior radio experience 
in Catalonia and here in the U.S. relate to 
your current position as GM of KPFK? 
How do you see the differences between 
Pacifica and National Public Radio?
M.C.: The relation is apparent since I 
managed a network for over two decades. 
Nevertheless, that was a completely private 
station. Meaning, it only took one other 
person, a business partner, to get things 
done. In the case of KPFK, it takes more 
than just an individual to implement any 
idea. I am not disclosing anything new if I 
say that governance at Pacifica may not be 
one of the most substantial assets. Yet, if 
we’ve got lemons, we must make the best 
lemonade in town. Following up on that 
analogy, I would say NPR has found a tasty 
fruit that pleases a remarkable segment of 
listeners. Though you might not find there 
in-depth conversations or master classes as 
you might regularly find at KPFK, there 
is no doubt that NPR found a model that 
currently is the public radio mainstream. 
As many readers recall, KPFK was “the” 
public model in the sixties long before 
NPR. I think we have to redefine our 
current model, not only formally. I strongly 
believe in our evergreen mission, yet we 
should find additional ways to translate it 
into radio programming. Let me conclude 
this answer by recalling that the history of 
our complementary public radio has not 
been a wine-and-roses kind of path. We 
have had to overcome difficulties and can 
do so again.

C-L: How do you see the potential for 
KPFK to rebuild its audience and its 
engagement with the diverse Southern 
California communities it serves?
M.C.: The potential in radio’s second-
largest market is enormous.

See: “GM Interview”, p. 7

AUTOMATING BANISHMENT
The Surveillance and Policing of Looted Lands

Report Summary [Excerpts] by Stop LAPD Spying Coalition 
(https://stoplapdspying.org)
     Automating Banishment was researched and written by dozens of 
community members collaborating through the Stop LAPD Spying 
Coalitionʼs Land and Policing Workgroup. Stop LAPD Spying Coalition 
has been building community power to abolish LAPD surveillance. 
This report grew out of that organizing and examines the relationship 
of data-driven policing to real estate development, displacement, and 
gentrification.
     While more people are beginning to understand the role of data in 
policing, less attention is paid to data-driven policingʼs relationship to 
land. This report studies that relationship with a focus on the process 
that has always bound policing and capitalism together: colonization. 

This summary is a part-by-part overview of the reportʼs contents. The full 
report with maps and citations is available at automatingbanishment.org.

Part 1: Not a Moment in Time
      The first section of the report examines the historical lineage that 
stands behind data-driven policing today. The primary focus of U.S. 
settler colonialism has been to occupy land by controlling and policing it. 
This means everyone and everything existing on that land must also be 
dominated, managed, or eliminated to make way for the white American
settler project.                         See: “Banishment/Surveillance”, p. 6

The High Stakes of the US-Russia 
Confrontation Over Ukraine

by Medea Benjamin and Nicolas J. S. Davies
https://www.codepink.org/the_high_stakes_of_the_us_russia_
confrontation_over_ukraine
     A report in Covert Action Magazine from the self-declared Donetsk 
People’s Republic in Eastern Ukraine describes grave fears of a new offensive 
by Ukrainian government forces, after increased shelling, a drone strike by a 
Turkish-built drone and an attack on Staromaryevka, a village inside the buffer 
zone established by the 2014-15 Minsk Accords.  
     The People’s Republics of  Donetsk (DPR) and Luhansk (LPR), which declared 
independence in response to the U.S.-backed coup in Ukraine in 2014, have once 
again become flashpoints in the intensifying Cold War between the United States 
and Russia. The U.S. and NATO appear to be fully supporting a new government 
offensive against these Russian-backed enclaves, which could quickly escalate 
into a full-blown international military conflict.
     The last time this area became an international tinderbox was in April, when 
the anti-Russian government of Ukraine threatened an offensive against Donetsk 
and Luhansk, and Russia assembled thousands of troops along Ukraine’s eastern 
border. 
     On that occasion, Ukraine and NATO blinked and called off the offensive. 
This time around, Russia has again assembled an estimated 90,000 troops near its 
border with Ukraine. Will Russia once more deter an escalation of the war, or are 
Ukraine, the United States and NATO seriously preparing to press ahead at the 
risk of war with Russia? 
     Since April, the U.S. and its allies have been stepping up their military 
support for Ukraine. After a March announcement of $125 million in military 
aid, including armed coastal patrol boats and radar equipment, the U.S. then 
gave Ukraine another $150 million package in June. This included radar, 
communications and electronic warfare equipment for the Ukrainian  Air  Force,  
bringing  total  military  aid  to Ukraine since the U.S.-backed coup in 2014 
to $2.5 billion. This latest package appears to include deploying U.S. training 
personnel to Ukrainian air bases.
     Turkey is supplying Ukraine with the same drones it provided to Azerbaijan for 
its war with Armenia over the disputed territory of Nagorno-Karabakh in 2020. 

See: “US-Russia Confrontation”, p. 8
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Change-Links Monthly Poetry Corner
Malcolm

by Sonia Sanchez
(Excerpt)

Do not speak to me of martyrdom,
of men who die to be remembered
on some parish day.
I don’t believe in dying
though, I too shall die.
And violets like castanets
will echo me.

Reprinted from Hospitality, publication of the 
Open Door Collective, dedicated to the Black Jesus, 
which provided food and shelter to poor people in 
Atlanta and recently relocated to Baltimore as the 
members aged out and retired to live with children 
or grandchildren.

Sonia Sanchez - poet, activist, scholar - was 
born in Birmingham, Alabama (sometimes called 
“Bombingham” because of the KKK campaign of 
terror there) in 1934. She was the Laura Carnell 
Professor of English and Women’s Studies at 
Temple University in Philadelphia. She was 
formerly married to another poet, Etheridge 
Knight. She is the recipient of both the Robert 
Frost Medal for distinguished lifetime service to 
poetry in the US, and the Langston Hughes Poetry 
Award. One of the most important authors of the 
Black Arts Movement, Sanchez is the author of 
sixteen books. This is an excerpt from her poem, 
Malcolm. It seemed particularly appropriate given 
the recent exoneration of two men falsely convicted 
of involvement in the assassination of Malcolm X, 
and of the recent (unrelated) death of Malcolm’s 
youngest daughter, Malikah.Sonia Sanchez

Elections in Central, South America 
Show a New “Pink Tide”

     As Change-Links was going to press, voters in Honduras appeared to have elected the left candidate for president, 
ending 12-years of a coup-based conservative government (installed after Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
signed off on the overthrow of the elected president, Manuel Zelaya). According to Reuters, “Leftist opposition candidate 
Xiomara Castro raced to an early lead in the Honduran presidential election on Sunday, November 28, partial election 
results showed, putting her in position to become the first female leader of the Central American country. With over 
27% of the vote counted, Castro, the wife of former President Manuel Zelaya, had 53.7% support, while Nasry Asfura, 
candidate of the ruling National Party had 33.8%, the national electoral council said.
     However, according to the New York Times, both parties had issues claims of victory. The election was generally 
peaceful with a high turnout. The Times reported some relatively minor glitches: “Some voters have also complained 
of not being able to cast their vote because of the recent overhaul of the electoral roll. The process eliminated nearly 
one million people in what the reform’s proponents said rid the system of the deceased or emigrated voters whose data 
was utilized for electoral fraud. The vote was also marred by the outages of the electoral council’s website, which was 
down for most of the day, breeding fraud conspiracies among the already suspicious population. The council said it was 
investigating whether the outage was caused by a cyberattack, without providing additional details.” If the early reported 
returns hold up, however, it will be a big victory for the social movements that took to the streets to oppose the coup 
that overthrew Zelaya, who was hardly a leftist himself but had instituted some democratic and economic reforms that 
threatened the economic elite and US interests in Honduras, which had been used as a staging ground for US-backed 
“Contras” during the Reagan years to try to overthrow the Sandinista government in neighboring Nicaragua.

     Daniel Ortega, the Sandinista president 
of Nicaragua is expected to win victory 
in his election, despite repeated efforts at 
destabilization by the US, although many 
former supporters are critical of repression 
of opponents and even former FSLN leaders 
by Ortega, and there have been larger 
numbers of Nicaraguans seeking asylum 
elsewhere recently; whereas for many years, 
Nicaragua had by far the lowest number of 
its citizens becoming refugees compared 
to El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras. 
Poverty had been reduced substantially in 
the country, although it is now suffering 
from the impact of US imposed sanctions, 

along with Cuba and Venezuela. Venezuelan president 
Maduro, another target of US sanctions and destabilization 
efforts also is in the process of running elections that his party 
is expected to win handily, as the opposition is split between 
those boycotting and denouncing the elections, and those 
running against Maduro’s “Chavista” government. Venezuela 
is suffering mightily from US economic warfare against it and 
even its trading partners.
     Meanwhile, in Chile, a run-off is scheduled later in 
December between polar opposite candidates, while a 
leftists from various popular and indigenous movement were 
elected to dominate a Constituent Assembly to draft a post-
Pinochet constitution for the country, which was a laboratory 
for neoliberalism after the US-backed coup against elected 
Socialist president Salvador Allende nearly 50 years ago. 
According to Reuters, “Leftist candidate Gabriel Boric was 
leading conservative Jose Antonio Kast in the latest poll 
released on Sunday Nov. 28 ahead of the second round of 
Chile’s presidential election on Dec. 19. The poll, carried out 
Nov. 23-26, showed likely voters favored Boric, representing 
a coalition including the leftist Frente Amplio and the local 
Communist Party, with 53.9% support against Kast’s 31.2%.” 
Although the reactionary and authoritarian Kast, who appears 
to model himself on Bolsanaro of Brazil and Trump in the 

US had the highest single vote total in the first round, he 
appears to have been unable to attract additional support 
in the run-off (Chile requires a top-two run-off to assure 
a majority, as do many other Latin American countries), 
whereas voters who cast ballots for other candidates in the 
first round appear to be gravitating to the left candidate 
Boric, who is the far younger of the two, born long after 
the 1973 coup that installed Pinochet. Boric is closely 
associated with the mass popular movements that helped 
topple the previous president and pushed through the 
Constituent Assembly to finally remove the authoritarian 
constitution imposed during the Pinochet years, which 
has hamstrung efforts at transformative social change 
through electoral victory.
     In Brazil, where an election is scheduled for president 
next year, Jair Bolsonaro, the authoritarian right wing 
president, who has presided over a deadly COVID 
pandemic and the rapidly escalating destruction of the 
Amazonian rain forest, has seen his support plummet. 
Ignacio Lula da Silva, former labor leader and former 
president of the PT (Workers Party) has been approved to 
run after successfully overturning a frame-up conviction 
for alleged corruption, and is now the front runner, 
showing majority support in recent polls.
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Change Links cannot publish without 
your support. Send events, articles 
or poetry to changelinks2@gmail.
com or via http://change-links.org/
submit/  Please subscribe as well. 

Subscriptions to the print edition are 
$12/25/50 a year, low income, regular 
or sustainer (sliding scale), Payable 

to “AFGJ,” our fiscal sponsor, with 
“Change Links” in the memo. All 
events announced are encouraged 
to donate $5 (per event), payable 

to AFGJ, mail to Change Links, PO 
Box 34236, LA 90034. It helps keep 
this publication solvent. Thanks in 

advance.
In light of the current COVID-19 

global pandemic, and quarantines 
in California, the Change Links 

calendar has also been affected by 
cancellation of events and closure of 
venues. Consequently, we will print 

fewer copies, and mail out more, until 
further notice. You’ll notice there are 
empty dates on this calendar. Most 
have turned to virtual meetings via 

teleconferencing, etc. Therefore, we 
strongly suggest that you contact 
any event listing of interest in this 

Calendar before you attend, as the 
ones listed herein were posted prior 
to actual circumstances reaching a 

heightened level of awareness.
Please contact the event by phone, 

email or website for updates.
COVID-19 Safety Precautions

Change Links urges all our 
subscribers and readers to administer 
all necessary precautions, to insure 
their safety.  You will find a number 

of related articles to COVID-19 in our 
print and electronic issue. We will 

continue to update you going forward.  
We advise you as well to do your 

personal research for updates from all 
available sources to you. We face a 
difficult time, and wish you and yours 

good health and tranquility as we 
weather this together.

Other Calendars: http://la.indymedia.
org/calendar/, 

https://echoparkfilmcenter.org
https://www.timeout.com/los-angeles/
movies/all-of-las-outdoor-movies-in-

one-calendar

On-Going & Continuing Events

1st of each month, PeoplesStrike 
actions called by a national 
united front coalition initiated by 
Cooperation Jackson in Mississippi 
(see Mondays for more into). www.
cooperationjackson.org

3rd Sunday, SoCal350 monthly 
meeting, 3-5 p, Physical meeting 
cancelled, virtual “meeting” scheduled. 
http://bit.ly/SoCal350Updates;  
facebook.com/SoCal350 Climate 
Action.

Mondays, PeoplesStrike organizing 
calls, 9a PDT, zoom call https://
peoplesstrike.org/ https://www.
facebook.com/PeoplesStrike 
mayday2020generalstrike@gmail.com 
for details
Mondays, Support Honduran 
Refugees, 6-8p, Central American 
Resource Center (CARECEN-LA), 
2845 W 7th St, LA. Offices are closed, 

call for details: (213)-385-7800. In the 
San Fernando Valley: 213-385-7800 
ext. 122
Tuesdays, Join Black Lives Matter, 
Stop LAPD Spying and allies at 
LA Police Commission meeting 
via zoom to speak out against 
racist police murders with impunity. 
Police Commission meetings are 
being held via Zoom call, with the 
option to call in by phone to observe 
and (occasionally and arbitrarily) to 
comment. In response to increased 
public scrutiny, they changed their 
rules and only allow public comments 
of 1 minute each on two specific items 
and general public comment as the 
first agenda item, so call in promptly 
to get on the stack. https://lapd.zoom.
us/s/289225944
Tuesday eves, Stop LAPD 
Spying Coalition meetings have 
been changed to teleconference. 
LA CAN, 838  E. 6th St. LA, CA 
90021, is closed to the public. http://
stoplapdspying.org - see website for 
meeting topics. https://www.facebook.
com/stoplapdspying
Tuesdays, 8:30-10p, Second Draft 
LA, open mic cold read of writing 
and acting (virtual, not at Art Share-
LA, 801 E 4th Pl, LA 90013). https://
artsharela.org (213) 687-4278. https://
zoom.us/j/9103444651 Pwd: artshare
Wednesdays, 3-6p, Fund Services 
Not Police, #EndPoliceAssociations 
BLM-LA and allies vigil/protest outside 
LA Police Protective League (who 
protest killer cops from accountability), 
1313 W. 8th St in downtown LA, 
across from the ACLU-SoCal 
headquarters. Hear from families who 
have lost loved ones to racist state 
terror.
1st Thursday, 6-8p, Justice Not 
Jails, has switched to a virtual 
meeting. https://zoom.us/j/529548178 

You can also call in by dialing: 301 
715 8592 US Meeting ID: 529 548 
17. RSVP to Larry Foy at: Lfoy@
im4humanintegrity.org.
Thursdays, 5:30-7p, Operation Ally 
Weekly Social Justice Conference 
Call, fb.com/justadvocacy
http://advocacyproject.org/ (888) 407-
4101 Join the Operation Ally weekly 
zoom conference call to gain
insight into the issues of systemic 
oppression, organize into 
collaborative efforts and strategize 
the dismantling of these systems. 
Be a part of a community that 
supports you as we mobilize for 
change. https://www.facebook.com/
events/200763851083819/
Fridays, Interfaith Communities 
United for Justice & Peace forum, 
7:30-9:30a, has switched to a virtual 
meeting on zoom or dial in by phone: 
669-900-6833 For details and to 
prevent zoom-bombing, contact 
communications@icujp.org for an 
invitation and instructions.
Fridays, Montrose Peace Vigil, 5:30-
7p, Ocean View Bl and Honolulu Av, 
Montrose.
Saturdays, Crenshaw Farmers 
Market, 10a-3p, 3650 Martin Luther 
King Blvd. offers fresh produce and 
artisan goods. Ties into the mall’s 
health initiative promoting wellness 
in the Crenshaw community. This 
farmers’ market has re-opened!  
Contact Sustainable Economic 
Enterprises: www.seela.org for 
other farmer’s markets that are also 
continuing with physical distancing (in 
Echo Park, Hollywood, Atwater Village 
and on Central Avenue in South LA).
Every 1st and 3rd Sat: End 
Homelessness Now-LA, 2-4pm, a 
grassroots campaign to pressure LA 
city and county officials to use vacant 
public properties for large, permanent, 

supportive public housing to end 
the homelessness catastrophe. Call 
or email for information on how or 
whether meetings will continue.. 323-
723-6416 endhomelessnessnowla@
gmail.com https://www.facebook.com/
endhomelessnessnowla/
Every 2nd & 4th Sat, SOLA Food 
Co-Op www.solafoodcoop.com/ 
Baldwin Hills Farmers Market has 
re-opened.. SOLA Co-Op has been 
taking orders for pick-up of various 
CSA boxes..
Last Saturday, Move to Amend 
Local Meeting, 1-3p, Holy Grounds 
Coffee & Tea, 5371 Alhambra
  Ave, LA 90032, 323-255-1279. Call 
to check, venue probably closed.

AWARE-LA White anti-racist 
Saturday dialogues, https://www.
awarela.org/saturday-dialogue 
Saturday Dialogue is a gathering for 
white anti-racists who want to discuss 
issues of identity, community, privilege 
and racism in our lives with the 
intention to strengthen our practice as 
anti-racists in alliances, relationships, 
and interactions with people of color.
     Regular, recurring dialogues 
throughout the year focus on the 
intersections of multiple identities, 
including Race and Class, 
Sexuality and Race, and Gender 
and Race. Other workshops focus 
on relationships, Radical White 
Identity and Community, and issues 
such as police and the prison 
industrial complex, immigration, and 
gentrification.
     We currently have four monthly 
Saturday Dialogues, which used to 
meet in various places throughout LA 
County, and are temporarily meeting 
online through Zoom. We also 
have one monthly “Online Sunday 
Dialogue” which was originally made 
available for folks who cannot make 
it to meetings in LA, or on Saturdays. 
Sign up here https://actionnetwork.
org/forms/aware-la-email-list/ to 
receive reminder emails about 
Saturday Dialogues. We strongly 
encourage you to attend a Saturday 
Dialogue Orientation before attending 
a Saturday Dialogue. See below for 
more info.
     You must register for each space 
each time you want to attend, as all of 
the zoom links are personalized and 
different for each person/gathering.
Every 1st Saturday (Westside SD), 
1:00pm - 3:15pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsf-

yuqjsqHtYAnJ5qfW8-z-C1OyEH-LuY

Every 2nd Saturday (Encino SD), 
10:30am - 12:30pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZMsfuqsrz8vE93l1M91tYG96h8D6wg2IVcN

Every 3rd Saturday (Eastside 
SD),1:00pm - 3:00pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkfuGrrjsuE9U7F_

QxEz87reFKojZj8-ow

Every 3rd Sunday (Always Online), 
3:00pm - 5:00pm
https://msmu.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tJAsfuCppzovGNb1iGfup5qrLyLV2gLFcMSI

Every 4th Saturday (Pomona Valley 
SD), 11:00am - 1:00pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZEucuGhpj0vHdxiJyZxKAF8LCIPt8WJMetR
 

SATURDAY 
DIALOGUE  - p. 3 -
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ORIENTATION: 2nd & 4th 
Wednesdays, 6-7p via: Zoom, register 
here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZ0rceuvrDoqHdV0AWp0NwBrlcpXsIcUerEx.

We strongly encourage you 
to attend a Saturday Dialogue 
Orientation before you attend a 
Saturday Dialogue. Please join us! 
In this orientation, we’ll talk about 
the purpose of Saturday Dialogues 
and why AWARE-LA organizes as a 
white anti-racist community. We’ll go 
over what a typical Saturday Dialogue 
agenda looks like, and talk about the 
different types of content that we do 
throughout the year. We’ll also tell you 
about the organizational structure of 
AWARE-LA, and then close out our 
time together with an opportunity for 
newcomers to ask questions of our 
facilitation team. 
Accessibility: We can provide ASL 
interpreters and closed captioning 
upon request. To ensure availability, 
please make your request at least 72 
hours prior to the event you wish to 
attend. Contact: awarela@gmail.com 
with questions

All Laughtears.com events are on-
line, until further notice. We’ll be 
meeting in the clouds a la Richard 
Brautigan, who said, “Everyone has 
a place in history. Mine is clouds.” 
Feel safe! Call Gerry Fialka for weekly 
zoom & video chat sessions 310-306-
7330, email: pfsuzy@aol.com.

Upcoming Events

Dec 1 - Wed   World AIDS Day
December 1, the U.S. Supreme 
Court will hear oral arguments in 
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization, a case that threatens 
decades-old protections for abortion 
rights. The National Mobilization 
for Reproductive Justice, a growing 
coalition of groups and individuals 
initiated by Radical Women, stands 
in solidarity with all demonstrations 
in defense of reproductive justice. 
We urge you to join an activity near 
you, participate in a virtual or social 
media event, or travel to Washington, 
DC for a dramatic demonstration 
outside the Supreme Court. Come 
#TestifyForRoe in actions sponsored 
by the National Mobilization for 
Reproductive Justice. Together we 
are saying it’s #MyDecisionAlone. 
If you live in another city, use this 
exciting new toolkit to craft actions 
of your own that highlight the 
Mobilization’s intersectional demands 
for winning real reproductive justice: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E9LqYtqINt_
aADaDNhTultMsNrXt822L/view.

“When Pandemics Don’t End: 
World AIDS Day and the Fight for 
Decriminalization”, 5p PST. African 
American Policy Forum’s Under 
the Blacklight series continues, in 
partnership with the Williams Institute 
at UCLA. Since the early 1980s, the 
HIV-AIDS pandemic has claimed an 
estimated 40 million dead. Advances 
in treatment have meant that a positive 
HIV diagnosis no longer automatically 
translates into a death sentence, 
but thanks to disparities in health 
care access around the globe, AIDS 
has claimed an additional estimated 
680,000 lives, with nearly 20,000 HIV/
AIDS related deaths in the US alone. 
Transmission rates likewise remain 
high, with 1.5 million people contracting 
HIV virus last year.
     Alongside this medical crisis is 

a sociopolitical one: World leaders 
have reached for draconian forms of 
carceral and criminal enforcement in 
a misguided effort to stigmatize and 
lock up people living with HIV. As is 
the general pattern with moral panics, 
these crackdowns disproportionately 
harm Black, brown, LGBT and sex 
worker communities. These efforts 
have been shown to be policy failures, 
stigmatizing individual behavior and 
fueling secrecy—the very conditions 
that permitted the HIV/AIDS pandemic 
to take broad hold in the first place.
     The African American Policy 
Forum, together with the Williams 
Institute at UCLA will bring leading 
thinkers and advocates from the HIV/
AIDS community, within the US and 
beyond, to discuss the intersection 
of criminalization and HIV. AAPF’s 
Senior Research Fellow Kevin Minofu 
will moderate the conversation; 
joined by Nathan Cisneros from the 
Williams Institute at UCLA, Senator 
Dallas Harris from Nevada, Eric Paulk 
from Georgia Equality, Diana Oliva 
from Gilead, Sibusisiwe Ndlela from 
Section 27 South Africa, Toni Newman 
from the Black AIDS Institute, and 
Michaela Clayton from the AIDS & 
Rights Alliance for Southern Africa. 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/when-pandemics-
dont-end-world-aids-day-the-fight-for-
decriminalization-tickets-214828195917

Can Dinosaur Fossils make science 
more accessible? 1p PST. Zocalo 
event streaming live on-line. https://
www.zocalopublicsquare.org/event/
dinosaur-fossils-science-accessible/ 
Pretty much every dinosaur skeleton 
you see has been painstakingly 
excavated from rock by people with 

precision, skill, and creativity. What 
they don’t have are paleontology 
degrees, and what they don’t get 
is money or credit. In fact, fossil 
preparators are mostly enthusiastic 
volunteers who come from all different 
backgrounds and receive their training 
on the job. Their unsung work creates 
the foundation of scientific knowledge 
about life, environment, and evolution. 
This veritable army of citizen scientists 
has a great deal to teach professional 
researchers, who are struggling to 
connect with the public. Could studying 
and emulating the paths these 
technicians take to the lab help make 
scientific disciplines more inclusive? 
Why are fossil preparators outliers 
in serious scientific research? And 
might adopting outreach efforts akin 
to the glass-walled natural history 
museum labs where preparators work 
help build public trust in science? U 
of VA’s Caitlin Donahue Wylie, author 
of Preparing Dinosaurs: The Work 
Behind the Scenes and a new essay 
on the topic, and Issues in Science 
and Technology editor-in-chief Lisa 
Margonelli visit Zócalo to talk about the 
power of looking beyond Ph.D.s and 
publications to recognize and connect 
to all who contribute to scientific 
knowledge.
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Dec 2 - Thu
ALOUD Cooks: Curated by Leslie 
Jonath Featuring Naz Deravian, 
Andrea Nguyen, and Bryant Terry, 5p 
PST. Food connects us to our past, 
to our family, our communities and to 
each other. As we reflect on the past 
year, we see how food has brought 
us strength in the face of adversity. 
Cooking and sharing a meal is an act 
of resilience--a promise to gather and 
share comfort, loss, and joy. Likewise 
cookbooks empower us to understand 
and pass on these rituals and recipes. 
In this conversation with three 
California-based cookbook authors, 
we share stories of how diverse food 
traditions are foundational to our 
personal and collective histories and 
are emblematic of how we adapt to a 
changing world. https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/aloud-cooks-tickets-203351819767

Pro-Publica: “Shielded” 
investigative report on police 
accountability, 3p PST. ProPublica’s 
reporting on New York City’s police 
department and WWNO and WRKF’s 
recent investigation on the Sheriff’s 
Office in Louisiana’s Jefferson Parish 
have revealed, many law enforcement 
agencies operate with little to no 
outside oversight, making it difficult to 
hold them accountable. Join reporters 
from ProPublica, WWNO and WRKF 
as they unpack these investigations to 
distill larger lessons on accountability, 
transparency and reform. They will 
also address what role the public can 
play in holding police accountable 
and answer your questions. Register: 
https://www.propublica.org/events/
shielded 

Dec 3 - Fri
Dec 4 - Sat
Holiday Kick-Off 
Party, One Colorado 
- Old Pasadena. 
7-10p PST. Let’s 
make it a December 
to remember with One 
Colorado’s Holiday 
Kick-Off Party! Join 

us for DJ sets by KCRW’s DJ Novena 
Carmel and Juliet Mendoza and live 
performances by Gavin Turek. Get 
creative with holiday crafts while 
enjoying festive drinks and snap a pic 
in LA’s favorite MirMir photo booth! 42 
Hugus Alley, Pasadena.

Dec 5 - Sun
CicLAvia South L.A. 9a-3p, Metro 
Crenshaw Hub at Exposition to MLK 
Jr Blvd & Central Ave. we’re opening 
up streets in South LA connecting 
the neighborhoods of South Central, 
Exposition Park, Leimert Park and 
Crenshaw. Ride, bike, skate, run, 
walk, skateboard, spectate, and 
enjoy the route however you want. 
We welcome people of all ages and 
abilities! This CicLAvia is presented 
by Metro. See some of the local gems 
you’ll see along the route, and be sure 
to join our email list so you don’t miss 
any event news and updates. https://
www.ciclavia.org/south_la21 Note: 

Health Care 4 All LA will be tabling 
(and riding?). bit.ly/ride4CalCare

Handel’s Messiah family concert 
online access, 1p PST. Join 
Washington National Cathedral for 
Handel’s beloved “Messiah,” and 
experience this Christmas classic 
as Handel would have intended. 
Registrants will be sent a link on 
the day of the concert to watch 
the live webcast. The performance 
will remain online to watch until 
Sunday, December 12 at 4 pm EST. 
Registration is free for this event, with 
an option to pay what you wish (select 
the option in the drop-down). https://tix.

cathedral.org/TheatreManager/1/online

Revolution, She Wrote book group, 
3p PST. Selected writings by Radical 
Women founder Clara Fraser offer 
an energetic guide to the meaning 
of socialist feminism, the power of 
Marxist theory and working-class 
feminism, and the highs and lows 
of an activist life. This session will 
discuss selections from Chapter 8 - 
Marxism: From Red Square to Main 
Street. Learn about and discuss the 
basic principles, history and future 
for socialism. Register here: https://
radicalwomen.us6.list-manage.com/track/k?u=29
17cfc9b3941a9932e363014&id=f5b70ea84e&e=

0106b126e4. You will receive a Zoom 
confirmation.

Dec 6 - Mon

Dec 7 - Tue

KPFK On-air membership drive 
begins. Call 818-985-5735 or go 
online to https://kpfk.wedid.it/ to 
become a sustaining member of 
listener-sponsored free-speech non-
commercial Pacifica radio.

Zocalo: How Do We Begin Again? 
7p, in-person and online, Moderated 
by Gustavo Arellano, author and 
LA Times Columnist. Even after 
confronting the challenges of the 
past year and a half, we are finding 
that our old ways are more deeply 
entrenched than we expected. 
What do we need—individually and 
collectively—to start new chapters and 
rebuild? Which rituals and practices 
have societies around the world 
used to successfully start over? And 
what sort of new beginning does 
this current moment require of all of 
us? Artist and co-founder executive 
director Homeboy Art Academy 
Fabian Debora, TransLatin@ Coalition 
president and CEO Bamby Salcedo, 
and UCLA distinguished professor 
and department chair of psychology 
Annette L. Stanton visit Zócalo to 
explore the best ways to make a fresh 
start.
https://www.zocalopublicsquare.
org/event/how-do-we-begin-again/ 
ASU California Center at the Herald 
Examiner, 1111 S Broadway, LA 
90015. Based on the City of Los 
Angeles requirements for similar 
events, proof of vaccination (at least 
two weeks after the final dose) will be 

required. Additionally, face 
coverings are required for 
all audience members.

Around the world 
in eight citizens’ 
climate assemblies, 
11:30a-12:30p PST. 
Online Event by Extinction 



Rebellion Southeast UK, Extinction 
Rebellion Midlands and 3 others. 
For those of you who have attended 
our regular ‘Introduction to the 
Third Demand: What are citizens’ 
assemblies?’ talk, we are organising 
some ‘deeper dive’ talks to expand 
your understanding of citizens’ 
assemblies. Citizens’ assemblies may 
be gaining in popularity, but they are 
not new and they certainly were not 
invented by XR! So where else have 
CAs taken place, what were they 
about, and how successful were they? 
Join the Citizens’ Assembly Working 
Group (CAWG) to learn about various 
CAs all over the world from Gdansk 
in Poland, to British Columbia in 
Canada, to French, Scottish, and UK-
wide citizens’ assemblies on climate. 
What worked, what didn’t work, what 
lessons can we learn? Come and 
find out! Register: https://us02web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/tZMsdO2vrjgiG9MVY_

yvvQAcBJ2VRC71U6-D

Dec 8 - Wed

Strengthening Cyber Resilience, 
10a, virtual event. https://events.govexec.
com/strengthening-cyber-resilience-zero-
trust-and-emerging-technologies/registration/ 
Ted Ross, Chief Information Officer 
for the City of Los Angeles and 
General Manager of the Information 
Technology Agency (ITA), and his 
department deliver enterprise IT 
services to 48,000 city employees 
across 41 departments and digital 
services to over 4 million residents. 
Join Ross for this digital event with a  
panel of federal, state, and industry 
IT experts for a discussion on the 
latest trends in cyber security best 
practices: Dorothy Aronson, CIO, 
National Science Foundation; 
Jeffrey Phelan, Public Sector CTO, 
Rubrik, Jonathan Hatmaker, Data 
Management Lead, Public Sector, 
AWS, George Jackson, Executive 
Producer, GovExec TV

KPFK Local Station Board optional 
non-business orientation meeting, 
7:30p, via Zoom. Review powers 
and duties of LSB and how they are 
implemented through the working 
advisory committees such as 
Finance, Fundraising, Outreach and 
Programming Oversight.

Dec 9 - Thu

LatinX KidLit Book Festival, virtual 
https://www.latinxkidlitbookfestival.
com/

Dec 10 - Fri International 
Human Rights Day

LatinX KidLit Book Festival, virtual 
https://www.latinxkidlitbookfestival.
com/

7th Annual International Hip Hop 
Activism Conference, 9a-3p.  Please 
submit presentation proposals with the 
following: 1. E-mail subject line: 7th 
Annual Hip Hop Activism Submission

2. Biography: 80-100 words
3. Description of Presentation: 200 
words
4. Title of Presentation
Submit all of the above information as 
a Word Doc attachment via email to 
antonio.quintana@ymail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Annual-
International-Hip-Hop-Activism-
Conference-113592703431490

Dec 11 - Sat

Dec 12 - Sun

KPFK  Delegates (LSB members) 
meeting, 10:30a, via zoom. Vote 
on any Bylaws amendments that 
have been approved by the Pacifica 
National Board. (See https://pacifica.
org for text of proposed Bylaws 
amendments). Half hour of public 
comment.

Dec 13 - Mon

Radical Reparations for the Harms 
of Zionism, 5p PST. In this interactive 
workshop, Rabbi Lynn Gottlieb will 
draw upon the concept of reparations 
as well as the Jewish practice of 
Teshuvah (“repentance” or “return”) to 
present a system of active repair for 
the debt owed to Palestinians for one 
hundred years of colonial violence. 
Click here to register for the Zoom 
link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZErcuCqrTgjEtXK9gsKNspf2s1hY-60eSI1
Rabbi Lynn Gottlieb is the founder/
director of Backyard Mishkan and 
the board chair of the Interfaith 
Movement of Human Integrity. She 
has previously served as Director 
of Youth and Family Programming 
at congregation Chochmat Halev in 
Berkeley, CA as was the founding 
rabbi of Congregation Nahalat 
Shalom in Albuquerque NM in 1980. 
Rabbi Lynn is the author of several 
books, including “Peace Primer II,” 
“She Who Dwells Within: A Feminist 
Vision of Renewed Judaism,” “World 
Beyond Borders Passover Haggadah” 
and “Trail Guide to the Torah of 
Nonviolence.”

Dec 14 - Tue

Turning The Tide: Journal of 
Intercommunal Solidarity mailing 
and distribution get-together. 10a-
5p. Contact antiracistaction_la@
yahoo.com or call 323-636-7388 
for details. This will be a special 5th 
edition of the year for the long-running 
grassroots anti-racist and anti-colonial 
publication which will start its 34th 
year of publication in January with Vol. 
34 #1.

Dec 15 - Wed

Medicare for All and Communities 
of Color webinar, 4-5p, During this 
webinar, we’ll present the historic 
and persistent disparities that have 
plagued our healthcare system. 
Through the lens of Covid-19, we’ll 
also show how the healthcare 
industrial complex continues its 
racist practices by upholding 
structural barriers to health care 
for communities of color. And we’ll 
share how you can get involved in 
the campaign to win Medicare for 
All. The fight for healthcare justice 
is also a fight for racial justice and 
equity. https://www.facebook.com/
events/227520526004969/

KPFK Local Station Board regular 
monthly business meeting, 6p via 
zoom. Newly elected and re-elected 
LSB listener and staff delegates 
will take their seats. Election of 
LSB officers and nomination of 
PNB directors (who will be elected 
in January 2022 for a one-year 
term unless a Bylaws amendment 
extending length of terms to 2 years 
has passed). Half hour of public 
comment. Details at kpftx.org

Center for Inquiry West Book Club, 
730-9p, In-person or by Zoom. Join 
us for the CFI-West Skeptics Book 
Club monthly meeting! We are excited 
to return to an in-person gathering. 
Never fear: for those who would 
still like to join via Zoom, we will be 
maintaining a hybrid format. There’s 
always a lively conversation. You 
don’t have to have read the book to 
participate, but of course... it helps. 
The selection is “Bright-Sided: How 
Positive Thinking Is  Undermining 
America” by Barbara Ehrenreich. The 
in-person meeting will be hosted at 
the Center for Inquiry West at 2535 
W. Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 
90026. Park in the lot off Rampart 
behind the building. The meeting is 
downstairs in the Carl Sagan and 
Ann Druyan Theater. We ask that 
everyone who attends be vaccinated. 
Bring any snacks you’d like to share! 
Zoom meeting: visit https://disney.zoom.
us/j/96506127246 from any computer or 
your mobile phone. The meeting ID is 
9650 612 7246 and the passcode is 
“BookClub”.

Dec 16 - Thu

Dec 17 - Fri

Dec 18 - Sat

Kwaanza Kuumba Makers’ Festival, 
2-3:30p, California African American 
Museum
Tickets: caamuseum.org/programs/
talks-and-workshops/kwanzaa-
kuumba-makers-festival-2021
Celebrate Kuumba, the Kwanzaa 
principle of creativity with CAAM! Join 
us for a Makers Festival featuring 
local artists as they lead family art 
workshops for participants of all ages. 
This event takes place in person. 
600 State Dr, Exposition Park, Los 
Angeles.

Rethinking Alternatives with Marx: 
A Panel Discussion, 11a PST. Join 
Marcello Musto with Himani Bannerji, 
Michael Brie, Gregory Claeys, 
and Silvia Federici in launching 
“Rethinking Alternatives with Marx: 
Economy, Ecology, and Migration.” 
RSVP: https://bit.ly/RAM1218 This 
book presents a Marx that is in 

Silvia Federici

many ways different from the one 
popularized by the dominant currents 
of 20th century Marxism. The dual 
aim of this collective volume is to 
contribute to a new critical discussion 
on Marx’s critique of political economy 
and to develop a deeper analysis of 
certain questions, like ecology and 
migration, to which relatively little 
attention has been paid until recently. 
Order the book here: https://link.
springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-
030-81764-0
This event is sponsored by the Marxist 
Education Project, Shelter & Solidarity, 
The Community Church of Boston, 
Encuentro5, Hardball Press, and 
Socialism & Democracy

Dec 19 - Sun

K.O. Comedy Live Online, 7-9p PST 
(See 12/26/2021 for details)

Dec 20 - Mon

A Planet at Risk: Capital’s Drive 
for Infinite Expansion in a World 
of Finite Limits, 4p PST. Capital’s 
drive to increase wealth in monetary 
form is placing the future of life on this 
planet in jeopardy. We will explore this 
crisis in light of the recent discovery 

of Marx’s Notes on Ecology, which 
focuses on capital’s destruction of the 
metabolic relation between humanity 
and nature. Readings: 1) Kohei Saito, 
Karl Marx’s Ecosocialism, chapter 
6, “Marx’s Ecology after 1868;” 2) 
Heather Brown, “Capital’s Treadmill 
of Growth and Destruction” (2020). 
Opening the discussion: Hector 
Salazar. Sponsored by International 
Marxist Humanist Organization 
(IMHO). Online: https://imhojournal.org/
events/democracy-and-communism-in-the-

writings-of-the-young-marx-2-2-2-2/

Dec 21 - Tue   Winter Solstice 
- 1st Day of winter

Dec 22 - Wed

Lunchtime Art Talk on Teresa 
Margolles, UCLA Hammer Museum, 
12:30p, Hammer’s curatorial 
department leads free, insightful, - p. 5 -



Automating Banishment:        short discussions about artists every 
Wednesday at 12:30 p.m. This talk 
on Teresa Margolles is led by Nika 
Chilewich, curatorial assistant. Visitors 
should gather at the base of the stairs 
in the courtyard. Hammer staff will 
escort visitors to the Lunchtime Art 
Talk. https://hammer.ucla.edu/programs-

events/2021/lunchtime-art-talk-teresa-margolles

Dec 23 - Thu

A Very Junkie Christmas w/ Junkie 
Kid @ The Circle OC in Huntington 
Beach, 9p-2a, 8901 Warner Ave, 
HB. The Circle Lounge & Restaurant. 
18 & over to enter with Government 
photo I.D. Doors open 9 PM. Festival 
attire recommended. All sales are 
final, with absolutely no refunds. 
Tickets · $10-20 www.eventbrite.com/e/
orange-county-junkie-kid-the-circle-oc-18-over-

tickets-216691158087

Dec 24 - Fri   Christmas Eve

Dec 25 - Sat  Christmas Day

Dec 26 - Sun

K.O. Comedy Live Online, 7-9p 
PST. Live stand up comedy streamed 
directly to your home! RSVP at 
www.kocomedy.com and you will 
receive an email with the link before 
showtime. Make sure to check your 
spam or promotions folders! If you 
have registered for a show in the 
past then there is no need to register 
again! This is a FREE event, no 
cover charge, no drink minimum For 
Tipping: Venmos: The Show: @KO-
Comedy, DJ/Tech, Paul Antonio: @
thepaulantonio, Sammy Obeid: @KO-
Comedy If you don’t have Venmo… 
Our show Paypal: kocomedyshows@
gmail.com Cashapp: $KOcomedyclub 
Zelle: kocomedyshows@gmail.com 
Apple Pay: 510-552-9398 Follow 
us on Social media! Instagram: @
KOComedyClub Facebook: @KO 
Comedy

Dec 27 - Mon

Choreography Jam online, Last 
Choreo Jam for 2021. This jam 
will be pure fire and Fun with ZJ™ 
Yuliyan Vasilev. Reserve your 
spot now. You won’t want to miss 
it.Join this three hour choreography 
workshop and improve your skills as 
an Zumba® Instructor, connect with 
fellow ZIN™ members and have tons 
of fun. *PDT- Registration: 8am - 
9:00am Session: 9:00am - 12:00pm 
PDT https://www.facebook.com/
events/592263358662478/

Dec 28 - Tue

Teen Film Discussion: A Cat in 
Paris, 3:30p, Join us on Zoom to 
discuss the 2010 animated film, A 
Cat in Paris. Library card holders can 
stream the film on Kanopy. https://
lapl.kanopy.com/product/cat-paris-0 
For ADA accommodations, call (213) 
228-7430 at least 72 hours prior to the 
event. Para ajustes razonables según 
la ley de ADA, llama al (213) 228-7430 
al menos 72 horas antes del evento. 
Online/Los Feliz Library (LAPL) 1874 
Hillhurst Avenue, LA 90027 323-913-
4710. https://www.lapl.org/whats-on/events/

teen-film-discussion-cat-paris

Dec 29 - Wed

Free Karaoke, 7-11p, Biergarten 
Huntington Beach, Remember, happy 
hour is $2 off brats, schnitzels, soups 
& drinks - all day on Wednesdays 
& 3pm-6pm on Thursdays through 
Saturdays. We take reservations for 
FREE concerts for groups 8+. For 
ticketed concerts, seating is first come, 
first serve, however, VIP tables are 
available to purchase. Reserve your 
table now by calling 714-895-8020 ext. 
108 7561 Center Ave #49, Huntington 
Beach CA. https://www.facebook.
com/events/994449821132838/  If 
your band is interested in performing 
at The Biergarten, please email our 
entertainment director, Tyler, at tyler@
oldworld.ws.

Dec 30 - Thu

Dec 31 - Fri  New Year’s Eve

COVID Permitting, there will be an 
outdoor New Year’s Eve musical 
performance and lightshow in Grand 
Park, and there may be a noise demo 
outside the Metropolitan Detention 
Center on Alameda and Aliso.

...continued from p.1

     The Tongva people indigenous to Los Angeles 
have resisted centuries of elimination and 
forced assimilation. Likewise, as Black people 
fleeing the racial terror of Jim Crow came to 
L.A. for opportunity, policing was combined 
with racist housing policies to constrict Black 
autonomy. Later, as deindustrialization and neo-
liberal economic policies cratered the economy 
in Black communities, wealthy developers and 
the state eyed Black neighborhoods as places 
to generate white wealth. Immigration police 
agencies like ICE enforced boundaries of not 
just neighborhoods but the state itself.

Part 2: The Architecture of Data-Driven 
Policing

     Bill Bratton, who was appointed police 
chief following a series of LAPD scandals 
that culminated in a 2001 federal consent 
decree placing LAPD under external oversight, 
used the consent decree as a justification for 
new “reforms.” He expanded LAPDʼs data-
collection and surveillance powers, including 
community policing, “broken windows” 
policing, behavioral surveillance programs, 
and integration of military-grade surveillance 
technologies. Bratton also built out Compstat, 
a data system that helped organize “broken 
windows” policing and furthered the collection 
and legitimization of crime data. He wedded 
police data to “community policing” ‒ which 
refers to the idea of embedding police deeper 
in community relationships where they 
cultivate collaborators, map relationships, and 
secure assent for violent policing ‒ in order to 
strengthen coordination with “stakeholders” 
like real estate developers and businesses.
     LAPD has long been one of the countryʼs 
most technologically resourced police forces, 
with a $3.2 billion yearly budget that consumes 
half the cityʼs discretionary spending. But 
technology isnʼt the only way LAPD gathers 
surveillance data. Every time police stop you, 
they can fill out Field Interview (FI) cards that 
generate data they harvest and use to map our 
social networks. All the data LAPD collects 
from daily policing and surveillance is run 
through Palantir, a data-mining platform built 
with CIA support. LAPD is the only major [US] 
metropolitan force using Palantir today.
     The Palantir architecture as well as Community 
Safety Operation Centers (CSOCs) were used 
to run LAPDʼs homegrown predictive policing 
program, Operation LASER (Los Angeles 
Strategic Extraction and Restoration). LASER 
outlined sections of neighborhoods to target 
for extreme policing, labeling them “LASER 
Zones.” LASER also targeted individuals 
through hit lists called Chronic Offender 
Bulletins. LAPD created these lists by assigning 
individuals risk scores. Nearly half the people 
targeted were Black (even though Black people 
are 9% of the cityʼs population), some as young 
as 16, and many unhoused.
     Another system used by LAPD was 
PredPol, a for-profit business cofounded by 
UCLA professor Jeff Brantingham. PredPol 
originated in Brantinghamʼs academic research 
funded by U.S. Army Research Office to 
algorithmically “predict” insurgent activity 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Brantingham later 
applied these algorithms to policing, claiming 
that “the mathematics underlying the insurgent 
activity and the criminal activity is very much 
the same.”
     Another way land is controlled to criminalize 
communities is what police call “Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental Design” 
(CPTED). The goal of CPTED is installing 
or removing physical and natural structures 
to facilitate policing and surveillance. This 
environmental racism is part of LAPDʼs new 
Data-Informed Community-Focused Policing 
framework, which includes a section on CPTED 
that recommends “the removal of hiding spots 
or physical barriers” to facilitate surveillance.
     Another component of LAPDʼs architecture 
of banishment is the Citywide Nuisance 
Abatement Program (CNAP), which targets 
buildings for investigations and civil lawsuits 
that can serve to displace tenants, break up 
communities, fuel gentrification, and expand 
surveillance. Once a building is targeted by 
CNAP, it can be subject to random inspections 
for compliance with municipal codes or become 
subject to other restrictions requested by police.
 

Part 3: Real Estate and Capitalist Crisis
     Our analysis begins with the 2008 recession, 

which corporate investors used to take over a 
large part of the housing supply in South Central 
by acquiring distressed residential properties. 
Now those areas are gentrifying as the new 
owners demolish existing housing stock to 
build luxury developments. Many of the places 
most targeted for this gentrification are also 
major sites of data-driven policing. Residential 
property ownership in one “predictive policing” 
LASER zone in the Crenshaw corridor 
illustrates this dynamic: today, 2,135 out of the 
4,550 housing units in this zone are corporate 
owned, and 76% of properties were acquired 
post-2008.
     Another way real estate developers 
coordinate their displacement is through 
Business Improvement Districts (BIDS). These 
are nonprofits where property owners pool 
money to hire private security that double as a 
personal police force for themselves as well as 
an auxiliary police force for LAPD. Most BIDs 
in L.A. are “property” BIDs, meaning they are 
composed of the districtʼs property owners 
rather than merchants. This is deliberate: 
concentrating power within those who own 
the property mean rich developers invested in 
gentrification are the ones policing the street.

Part 4: Containment, Development, and 
the Fight for Freedom in Skid Row

     In the middle of downtown is Skid 
Row, a vibrant community of poor and 
predominantly Black, migrant, indigenous, 
and disabled people. Data-driven policing has 
created a system of enhanced coordination to 
criminalize this community and make way 
for gentrification. Our analysis begins by 
chronicling the cityʼs decades-long strategies of 
containment, criminalization, and blight in the 
area. These created conditions where real estate 
investors now stand to secure wealth from  
“redevelopment.” Throughout the history of 
Skid Rowʼs policing and containment, “blight” 
has been a key concept used by the state to target 
land used by poor communities and redevelop it 
for profitable commercial and housing markets. 
     In the late 1960s, the city expanded its efforts 
to “clean up” Skid Row. This included enacting 
new laws like Municipal Code 41.18, which 
criminalizes sleeping or lying outside in much 
of the city. Police also increased arrests for petty 
crimes like public inebriation̶ which, in 1975, 
became the single most common “crime” for 
arrest in LA. Around the same time, a coalition 
of housing advocates as well as residents of 
other neighborhoods who didnʼt want Skid 
Row spilling into their areas advanced the 
“Blue Book” plan, which deflected proposals 
to eliminate Skid Row by formalizing borders 
for where poor and unhoused people could 
continue to take refuge. Baked into this plan 
was also targeted criminalization in what would 
become known as the areaʼs “buffer” zones. 
While this containment strategy helped to shore 
up resources for Skid Row residents, it also 
facilitated carceral policies, along with millions 
in public investment to construct mega-shelters; 
in lieu of real housing or land ownership, they’ve 
created a revolving door of poverty linked to 
criminalization, surveillance, and precarity. 
As part of the Safer Cities Initiative (SCI) in 
2006, LAPD in two years “conducted 19,000 
arrests, issued 24,000 citations, incarcerated 
2,000 residents, and dismantled 2,800 self-
made housing units” in Skid Row. This same 
period also saw an expansion of street policing 
by BIDs, [which] funded new surveillance 
architecture.
     This bring us to DTLA 2040, a proposal 
to overhaul downtown zoning plans with 
drastic changes to Skid Row, to make room 
for a projected 125,000 new residents and 
enrich developers, empowering them to extract 
wealth generated from decades of blight. The 
2040 plan proposes market-rate housing in 
the exact stretches of 5th, 6th, and 7th streets 
that LAPD had marked LASER zones. In 
September, the city also revamped Municipal 
Code 41.18, setting in motion another campaign 
to criminalize and banish unhoused people.

Part 5: Racial Terror and White Wealth 
in South Central

     South of downtown, the historically Black 
neighborhoods of South Central have long been 
targets of police abuse. LASER helped automate 
the violent policing that has always been used to 
terrorize residents of South Central, including 
pretextual targeting of Black pedestrians and 
drivers, militarized raids, and gang injunctions. 
This racialized policing cannot be separated f...- p. 6 -
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 When I started in radio, one of the first 
lessons I was taught was about the special 
bond that exists between the listener and the 
station; between the host and the audience. 
It’s like a personal, intimate relationship. 
My impression is that, unfortunately, 
KPFK has sometimes deceived its most 
precious asset, the audience. That is to say, 
our core “business” is radio. We should 
abide by the un-written rules of radio, no 
matter what. I don’t see any other path to 
regain KPFK’s audience than to regain the 
confidence and trust of its listeners again. 
The only way to do so is by delivering our 
message through the evergreen radio truth: 
to educate, inform, and entertain. All three 
actions must go along jointly and evenly.

C-L: What are the prospects for restoring a 
local newscast at KPFK, or for developing 
the station’s website as a news provider?

M.C.: That will come as a natural step once 
we restore a new fraction of listeners. I see 
radio as a platform. The real deal nowadays 
is content. We should create content and 
distribute it through radio and all kinds of 
platforms and websites. Restoring KPFK’s 
newsroom should be the very next phase 
of our plan. KPFK has been on the air for 
sixty-two years, thanks to our listeners’ 
generous contributions and support. 

When founded, Pacifica was the American 
public radio model. Yet, now, we must 
compete not only with the rest of public 
radio stations but with a myriad of media 
outlets. The mot de pas, the ‘open-sesame’, 
is subscriptions and membership. These are 
the primary sources of funding. I know that 
other kinds of funding, like underwriting or 
grants,  don’t fit well in the mind of many 
of our supporters and fans. Yet, we should 
have an honest approach to exploring other 
funding sources, not exclusively listeners’ 
contributions or donations. Although 
I understand the need and desire to be 
fiercely independent, I don’t see why we 
cannot collaborate more broadly with other 
entities who share our same values. We are 
tying our hands ourselves.

C-L: What opportunities will volunteers 
have for participating with KPFK? What 
mechanisms exist for content providers 
pitching programming ideas to KPFK? 
What approaches will the station be taking 
to provide content through other channels 
or platforms besides the broadcast signal, 
for example via social media like YouTube 
or podcasting?

M.C.: I think I have answered part of your 
last question already. I would add, in an 
intertwined world like the one we’re living 
in, every platform is complementary. I 
remember the old days when the FM band 
was trying to make its way. The AM band 
was then king, so all other “unimportant” 
or unusual content was displaced into the 
FM band. Actually, I think Pacifica radio 
started in the FM band. History teaches 
us that not a single platform has entirely 
disappeared because of the arrival of a new 
one. AM radio is still with us; TV did not 
eliminate radio. We should take advantage 
of the diverse platforms to explore, and 
create unique content. They can augment 
our broadcasting.

Regarding volunteers, a new welcome 
program must be implemented. It 
sometimes seems that there are only 
two types of tasks: ancillary activities 
or radio host. Yet, a myriad of functions 
can be performed by volunteers under 
the condition that first we establish a 
thorough volunteers program so that there 
is supervision and training.
- p. 7 -
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rom the gentrification the community is 
experiencing.
     LASERʼs demographic targeting was 
intentional. An internal report from the 
LAPD consultants hired to build LASER 
matched crime data to characteristics like 
race to conclude that crime was more likely 
“in areas where there is a higher percentage 
of African-American residents,” and “more 
likely to be located in areas with lower owner-
occupied housing and higher female-head of 
households.” Black people are down to 9% of 
the city population yet 27% of people stopped 
by LAPD in 2019, while white people are 29% 
of the population and 8% of stops. LAPD uses 
these stops to collect and mine data on Black 
people at far higher rates, filling out FI cards 
during 16% of stops of Black people and only 
5% for stops of white people.
     As noted in part 3 above, corporate landlords 
and wealthy investors exploited the post-2008 
foreclosure crisis to extract wealth from Black 
and brown neighborhoods. That grew with the 
2017 federal Opportunity Zone program, which 
offered major tax breaks for banks investing in 
historically underdeveloped communities. Yet 
when Black residents such as Nipsey Hussle 
tried to use those same investment opportunities 
to prevent displacement and secure Black 
wealth, they were targeted and harassed by 
police. At the time of his death in March 2019, 
Nipsey was being investigated by LAPD based 
on their claim that his store was a front for 
“gang activity.” City Attorney Mike Feuer was 
also trying to remove the store from Slauson 
Plaza.
     At the same time LAPD was working to 
criminalize the area, mega-developers and real estate 
speculators with close relationships to LAPD were 
competing against Nipsey and other local Black 
investors to acquire land and wealth in the area. 
One is CIM Group, a global real estate firm that has 
multiple developments along Crenshaw Boulevard, 
at intersections that were Anchor Points within 
a LASER Zone.   CSP sites also have been testing 
grounds for LAPD surveillance, for example with 
wireless cameras streaming live video to local cop 
cars at the Jordan Downs public housing complex.

Part 6: “Reform” of Data-Driven Policing 
and “Predictive Policing 2.0”

     When LASER and PredPol launched, 
“predictive” policing was a trendy reform 
concept pushed by advocacy nonprofits like 
the Vera Institute for Justice. In 2014, Vera 
and the federal Bureau of Justice Assistance 
collaborated on a report that described 
“predictive policing” as a new “paradigm” 
of police analysis and highlighted LASER 
as “an example” of this trend. The report 
encouraged police departments to adopt “data-
driven strategies such as hot-spot policing, 
problem-oriented policing, and intelligence-
led policing,” and it even advertised the role 
of Palantir and JSS in persuading LAPD to 
build and expand the LASER program. As 
the community organized against LASERʼs 
violence, LAPD officials pointed to Veraʼs 
report as evidence that the program should be 
preserved. But eventually we won. In April 
2019, LAPD announced it would end LASER. 
     In April 2020, LAPD announced it would 
also discontinue use of PredPol. But that same 
month, LAPD announced Data-Informed 
Community-Focused Policing, which uses 
three reformist strategies to advance the 
next generation of data-driven policing: (1) 
reframing “predictive policing” systems as 
using data for “police accountability,” a notion 
promoted by police reformers as “Predictive 
Policing 2.0” (2) standardizing the use of these 
systems using legal criteria and transparency 
rules, which we call surveillance bureaucracy, 
and (3) combining data-driven policing with 
“community policing” programs that draw from 
counterinsurgency tactics to contain and control 
people.
     LAPDʼs announcement of the “Data-Informed 
Community-Focused Policing” declared: 
“As part of our ongoing effort to improve the 
Department and the service we provide, we will 
continue to implement systems that measure 
results, improve efficiency, and provide overall 
accountability.” LAPD emails that we obtained 
through PRA requests show law professor 
Andrew Ferguson providing LAPD Deputy 
Chief Sean Malinowski suggestions for how to 
frame what Ferguson called “predictive policing 
2.0.” The transformation to predictive policing 
2.0 helps illustrate the evolution of policing, 

which for centuries has followed a process of 
reforming to become more expansive and more 
durable.
     Some reformers work to actively rebrand 
new policing innovations, others work to create 
bureaucratic rules for acceptance and approval 
of these technologies over time. The end result 
of both is the normalization of the kind of 
banishment and surveillance architecture we 
have described. Abolition is what’s needed.
The Even when framed as critical of these 
technologies, the terms of the criticism 
accept that the technology is necessary 
or inevitable, just used excessively, 
incorrectly, or in a concerning manner. 
Surveillance bureaucracy allows police to 
claim official approval for their violence, 
so long as they followed the procedural 
steps. 
     LAPDʼs current Data-Driven 
Community-Focused Policing reform 
framework is built around “community 
policing.” LAPDʼs community policing 
strategies borrow directly from the U.S. 
Armyʼs Counterinsurgency Field Manual, 
written to instruct US forces on how 
to ensure “peaceful” imperial rule over 
the lands theyʼre occupying. The basic 
premise of community policing is that 
embedding police deep in a neighborhood 
as well as using them to deliver otherwise 
denied resources will increase trust in 
police and help portray law enforcement 
as part of the community rather than an 
occupying force. The overall objective is 
to secure assent for violent
policing. 
     Nationally, a significant source of 
funding for community policing has 
been the D.O.J.ʼs Community Oriented 
Policing Services grant-making program, 
created by the 1994 crime bill that then 
Senator Joe Biden wrote. In response 
to widespread mass demands this past 
summer to defund police, Biden doubled 
down on calls to expand police funding 
through the COPS office, saying police 
departments need more resources to 
embed in communities and promising a 
$300 million investment.
     LAPDʼs largest community policing 
program today is called Community 
Safety Partnerships (CSP). The program 
was tested over the years in public 
housing developments, where it was 
funded through donations from real estate 
developers, along with outside funding 
directly linked to counterinsurgency in 
military occupations. In 2012, LAPD 
received a COPS grant that required 
hiring of military veterans with at least 
“180 consecutive days of active military 
duty post September 11, 2011.” LAPD 
deployed these former troops ‒ many 
of them fresh from occupying Iraq and 
Afghanistan ‒ to CSP sites in public 
housing developments. In addition, three 
of the first CSP sites were funded with 
$750,000 in donations by the Ballmer 
Group, which expressly mandated that the 

city fund this program using tax dollars 
after its donation expired, and Goldman 
Sachs also made an anonymous donation 
of $250,000 to fund one CSP. Community 
policing is yet another way that the 
state refuses to address the underlying 
structural issues that create what it calls 
“crime” ‒ like intergenerational poverty, 
systemic racism, and housing insecurity, 
all of which are an inevitable and intended 
result of a violent settler state that 
survives by controlling people and land 
‒ and instead uses those issues to expand 
police violence.
     This cycle of violence is not an 
accident. It is the point, spanning the 
settler stateʼs entire history. The myth 
of benevolent community policing is a 
way to avoid that reality and undermine 
organized resistance against it.

LAPD Surveillance, Data, & Displacement

Our Demands
1. Ban data-driven policing tactics.
2. Purge data collected through LAPDʼs 
“broken windows,” “predictive,” and data-
driven policing tactics and programs.
3. Defund, divest, and disarm LAPD of all 
weapons of surveillance.
4. Provide full disclosure on the use 
of data-driven policing tactics to all 
individuals, organizations, and locations 
targeted.
5. Provide full reparations to individuals 
and neighborhoods harmed by 
surveillance and data-driven policing 
programs.
6. Fund public hearings on the human 
impact of data-driven policing, hosted by 
a community-based body with no relation 
to LAPD.
7. End LAPD siphoning of funds and data 
from other city departments.
8. Abolish the Community Safety 
Partnership surveillance program.
9. Abolish LAPDʼs fraudulent “oversight” 
body, the Los Angeles Board of Police 
Commissioners.
     Our fight to abolish predictive policing 
must organize against the entire ecosystem 
that serves to strengthen policing. No 
matter what we face ‒ predictive policing 
yesterday, data-driven policing today, 
who knows what tomorrow ‒ our power 
grows in the culture of resistance we 
build. Policing is part of a war launched 
centuries ago by slavers and colonizers 
trying to control our ancestors. For just 
as long, people have been fighting back. 
Choose a side.
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That war killed at least 6,000 people and has recently flared up again, one year after 
a Russian-brokered ceasefire. Turkish drones wreaked havoc on Armenian troops and 
civilians alike in Nagorno-Karabakh, and their use in Ukraine would be a horrific 
escalation of violence against the people of Donetsk and Luhansk.   
     The ratcheting up of U.S. and NATO support for government forces in Ukraine’s civil 
war is having ever-worsening diplomatic consequences. At the beginning of October, 
NATO expelled eight Russian liaison officers from NATO Headquarters in Brussels, 
accusing them of spying. Under Secretary of State Victoria Nuland, the manager of 
the 2014 coup in Ukraine, was dispatched to Moscow in October, ostensibly to calm 
tensions. Nuland failed so spectacularly that, only a week later, Russia ended 30 years 
of engagement with NATO, and ordered NATO’s office in Moscow closed.
     Nuland reportedly tried to reassure Moscow that the United States and NATO were 
still committed to the 2014 and 2015 Minsk Accords on Ukraine, which include a ban 
on offensive military operations and a promise of greater autonomy for Donetsk and 
Luhansk within Ukraine. But her assurances were belied by Defense Secretary Austin 
when he met with Ukraine’s President Zelensky in Kiev on October 18, reiterating U.S. 
support for Ukraine’s future membership in NATO, promising further military support 
and blaming Russia for “perpetuating the war in Eastern Ukraine.” 
     More extraordinary, but hopefully more successful, was CIA Director William 
Burns’s visit to Moscow on November 2nd and 3rd, during which he met with senior 
Russian military and intelligence officials and spoke by phone with President Putin. 
A mission like this is not usually part of the CIA Director’s duties. But after Biden 
promised a new era of American diplomacy, his foreign policy team is now widely 
acknowledged to have instead brought U.S. relations with Russia and China to all-time 
lows. 
     Judging from the March meeting of Secretary of State Blinken and National Security 
Advisor Sullivan with Chinese officials in Alaska, Biden’s meeting with Putin in Vienna 
in June, and Under Secretary Nuland’s recent visit to Moscow, U.S. officials have 
reduced their encounters with Russian and Chinese officials to mutual recriminations 
designed for domestic consumption instead of seriously trying to resolve policy 
differences. In Nuland’s case, she also misled the Russians about the U.S. commitment, 
or lack of it, to the Minsk Accords. So who could Biden send to Moscow for a serious 
diplomatic dialogue with the Russians about Ukraine?   
     In 2002, as Under Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs, William Burns wrote 
a prescient but unheeded 10-page memo to Secretary of State Powell, warning him of 
the many ways that a U.S. invasion of Iraq could “unravel” and create a “perfect storm” 
for American interests. Burns is a career diplomat and a former U.S. ambassador to 
Moscow, and may be the only member of this administration with the diplomatic skills 
and experience to actually listen to the Russians and engage seriously with them.
     The Russians presumably told Burns what they have said in public: that U.S. policy 
is in danger of crossing “red lines” that would trigger decisive and irrevocable Russian 
responses. Russia has long warned that one red line would be NATO membership for 
Ukraine and/or Georgia. But there are clearly other red lines in the creeping U.S. and 
NATO military presence in and around Ukraine and in the increasing U.S. military 
support for the Ukrainian government forces assaulting Donetsk and Luhansk. Putin 
has warned against the build-up of NATO’s military infrastructure in Ukraine and has 
accused both Ukraine and NATO of destabilizing actions, including in the Black Sea.
     With Russian troops amassed at Ukraine’s border for a second time this year, a new 
Ukrainian offensive that threatens the existence of the DPR and LPR would surely 
cross another red line, while increasing U.S. and NATO military support for Ukraine 
may be dangerously close to crossing yet another one.
     So did Burns come back from Moscow with a clearer picture of exactly what Russia’s 
red lines are? We had better hope so. Even U.S. military websites acknowledge that U.S. 
policy in Ukraine is “backfiring.”  Russia expert Andrew Weiss, who worked under 
William Burns at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, acknowledged to 
Michael Crowley of The New York Times that Russia has “escalation dominance” in 
Ukraine and that, if push comes to shove, Ukraine is simply more important to Russia 
than to the United States. It therefore makes no sense for the United States to risk 
triggering World War III over Ukraine, unless it actually wants to trigger World War III.
     During the Cold War, both sides developed clear understandings of each other’s “red 
lines.” What makes today’s world even more dangerous than the world of the 1950s 
or the 1980s is that recent U.S. leaders have cavalierly jettisoned the bilateral nuclear 
treaties and vital diplomatic relationships that their grandparents forged to stop the 
Cold War from turning into a hot one. 
     Eisenhower and Kennedy, with the help of Under Secretary of State Averell Harriman 
and others, conducted negotiations that spanned two administrations, between 1958 
and 1963, to achieve a partial Nuclear Test Ban Treaty that was the first of a series of 
bilateral arms control treaties. By contrast, the only continuity between Trump, Biden 
and Under Secretary Victoria Nuland seems to be a startling lack of imagination that 
blinds them to any possible future beyond a zero-sum, non-negotiable, and yet still 
unattainable “U.S. Uber Alles” global hegemony.
     Three decades after declaring victory in the Cold War, and after the self-inflicted 
chaos of the U.S. “Global War on Terror,” U.S. military planners have settled on a new 
Cold War as the most persuasive pretext to perpetuate their trillion dollar war machine 
and their unattainable ambition to dominate the entire planet. Instead of asking the U.S. 
military to adapt to more new challenges it is clearly not up for, U.S. leaders decided to 
revert to their old conflict with Russia and China to justify the existence and ridiculous 
expense of their ineffective but profitable war machine.     
     But the very nature of a Cold War is that it involves the threat and use of force, overt and 
covert, to contest the political allegiances and economic structures of countries across the world. 
In our relief at the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, which both Trump and Biden have used to 
symbolize the “end of endless war,” we should have no illusions that either of them is offering us 
a new age of peace. 
     Quite the contrary. What we are watching in Ukraine, Syria, Taiwan and the South China Sea 
are the opening salvos of an age of more ideological wars that may well be just as futile, deadly 
and self-defeating as the “war on terror,” and much more dangerous to the US. A war with Russia 
or China would risk escalating into World War III. As Andrew Weiss told the Times on Ukraine, 
Russia and China would have conventional “escalation dominance,” as well as simply more at 
stake in wars on their own borders than the United States does. 
     So what would the US do if it were losing a major war with Russia or China? U.S. nuclear 
weapons policy has always kept a “first strike” option open in case of precisely this scenario. The 
current U.S. $1.7 trillion plan for a whole range of new nuclear weapons therefore seems to be a 
response to the reality that the US cannot expect to defeat Russia and China in conventional wars 
on their own borders. 
     But the paradox of nuclear weapons is that the most powerful weapons ever created have 
no practical value as actual weapons of war, since there can be no winner in a war that kills 
everybody. Any use of nuclear weapons would quickly trigger a massive use of them by one side 
or the other, and the war would soon be over for all of us.
     Neither Obama, Trump nor Biden has dared to present their reasons for risking World War III 
over Ukraine or Taiwan to the American public, because there is no good reason. Risking a nuclear 
holocaust to appease the military-industrial complex is as insane as destroying the climate and the 
natural world to appease the fossil fuel industry. 

US-Russia Confrontation
over Ukraine


