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Thru Sep 6 -Harbor Peace Week
to counter Fleet Week

Sep 2 - Battle of  Blair Mt. Centennial
PRO Act mobilization

Sep 3 - Selma James book launch

Sep 6 - Labor Day food giveaway
Harbor Labor Coalition-Wilmington

Sep 11 - ICUJP 20th Anniversary

Sep 15-16 Central American, 
Mexican Independence Days

Sep 19 - KPFK LSB meets

Sep 29 IE Antiracism Town Hall

GET CONNECTED -- CHANGE THE WORLD!

STOP THE WARS - PEACE, EQUALITY & JUSTICE FOR ALL!

The Tears of 

Empire
© 8/2021 by Mumia Abu-Jamal 
     With the dramatic fall of Kabul, through 
the forces of the Taliban, the alligator tears 
of the political class are falling. Decrying 
the costs of U.S. withdrawal from 
Afghanistan. What has been thoroughly 
forgotten, however, is the unprecedented 
mass protests of February, 2003, before the 
[Iraq] war began. When the earth shook 
with antiwar fervor [in] countries across 
the globe.
     Then-president George W. Bush would 
ignore these protests as a mere focus group, 
his words, focus. 
     In the 2004 book, The Citizens of the 
Empire, author and critic, Robert Jensen 
recounted  “the worldwide actions on 
February 15th, 2003, were the single 
largest political demonstration in history.” 
Millions of people all over the globe [and 
in the US] poured into the streets to try to 
derail the Bush Administration’s mad rush 
to war. 
     How in an alleged democracy can the 
government so easily ignore the views of 
millions? It happened, and chaos came 
to [Iraq and] Afghanistan and wreak[ed] 
havoc for over 20 years.
     What if the protests had won? We will 
never know.

The Third Wave
     Like a trickster, the newest [Delta] variant of 
COVID-19 has emerged just in time to dash the 
hopes of over a dozen states, especially those 
with the highest unvaccinated populations. 
Across the south and in western states, infection 
rates have risen to dangerous levels. So have 
hospitalizations [and deaths].
     Even Wall Street has responded with fear 
and trepidation as stocks have taken a tumble. 
Journalists now write and speak of a new surge 
in COVID cases, mostly the unvaccinated, 
but among the vaccinated as well. Few have 
expected this course of events, but here we are. 
How things have changed. Texas, Arkansas 
and Florida have become COVID hotspot, but 
they are not alone. This resurgence of COVID 
proves once again that politicians make poor 
physicians. They have left their people badly 
unprotected in a time of pandemic disease.

Battle for Crenshaw 
Mall Continues

by Downtown Crenshaw
     We have confirmed the Crenshaw Mall 
was quietly sold to the corrupt, racist and 
failed developer David Schwartzman of 
Harridge Development Group. This is 

of course disappointing. At its root, the 
decision by the sellers of the mall (public 
pension funds and Deutsche Bank/DWS) 
to sell to Schwartzman instead of the 
Black community illustrates that systemic 
and generational racism in real estate 
remains alive and well over 70 years 
after the landmark Shelley v. Kraemer 
Supreme Court decision. While much has 
changed since the 1940s, anti-Black racist 
institutions and racist people remain in 
powerful positions to thwart the right of 
Black people to self-determination and 
control the spaces we occupy.
     From the beginning, multiple white-led 
institutions and the system that supports them 
have viewed our community’s 40-acre mall 
as an opportunity for white outsiders to profit 
from the centuries-long exploitation of Black 
people and systemic displacement of Black 
businesses and residents. Downtown Crenshaw 
is a transformative project that seeks to reverse 
this trend, by putting the Black community 
in control of its land and destiny. For these 
white-led institutions, the concept of Black 
community control of Black community space 
is antithetical to their practices, which are 
rooted in America’s genocide of the Indigenous 
people, land theft, enslavement of Africans and 
bombing of Black Wall Streets.
     The only reason corrupt and racist 
Schwartzman was able to buy our Black mall 
is because he was provided special treatment 
that Downtown Crenshaw was never afforded. 
White-led institutions and white people, led by 
Tim Ellsworth of Deutsche Bank/DWS and the 
bureaucrats at public pension funds who owned 
the mall (LACERA, UC Board of Regents, 
Texas Teachers, NYCERS, NYC Teachers, LA 
Fire and Police Pension), bent over backwards 
for the racist once-bankrupt developer, who 
is a cross between Donald Trump and Donald 
Sterling. They provided Schwartzman multiple 
extensions, reduced the sales price (furthering 
the gap between our higher bid and his) and 
allowed him to swap equity partners.
     Ultimately, the sale of the Crenshaw Mall is 
far from final. It is going to be litigated in the 
courts and reviewed by oversight bodies.

See: “Crenshaw Mall,” p. 7

Evictions Proceed in Courts Despite COVID Moratorium
By Ray Jones and Michael Novick
     Earlier this year, Public Counsel filed suit on behalf of itself and numerous LA-area legal aid organizations, 
to demand the LA Superior Court shut down, rather than continuing civil trials on traffic citations and “unlawful 
detainer” – eviction – proceedings. Their claim is that the needless court actions endanger the health of the poor 
people being dragged into court needlessly, and the attorneys who represent them.
     “This lawsuit highlights how perfunctory rules and docket-clearing measures in the largest municipal court system 
in the country disproportionately impact the poorest and most vulnerable communities in Los Angeles,” said Indira 
Cameron-Banks, directing attorney at Inner City Law Center. “When we are being ordered into courtrooms for non-

essential traffic and eviction proceedings, 
we become human shields protecting our 
clients’ rights and their lives. Despite our 
best efforts, our clients are often ordered 
into the courtroom with us. Together, we 
wait in crowded hallways and courtrooms 
where social distancing is impossible. 
The result is that we and our clients are 
unnecessarily placed at risk of contracting 
COVID.”
     Public Counsel attorney and Equal 
Justice Works Fellow Lauren Zack describes 
overcrowding, extended periods of waiting in 
unventilated spaces and the impossibility of 
maintaining six feet of distance from others. 
“These matters are not time-sensitive and 
should be postponed. No one should have to 
risk their life to appear in court,” said Zack.
     The courtrooms largely handle low-
income and under-resourced Black and Latinx 
Angelenos, people facing homelessness in 
‘unlawful detainer’ actions. The consequences 
for not appearing in court are severe, including 
eviction despite Federal, state, city and county 
moratoriums on eviction through at least 
the end of September. Things will only get 
worse as the US Supreme Court just ruled the 
Federal moratorium established by the Centers 
for Disease Control is unconstitutional. The 
AP reports that White House press secretary 
Jen Psaki said Biden was “disappointed” by 
the decision and “is once again calling on all 
entities that can prevent evictions — from 
cities and states to local courts, landlords, 
Cabinet Agencies — to urgently act to prevent 
evictions.”
     “Nearly 70% of LAFLA’s clients are Black or 
Latinx, and all are low-income individuals and 
families. These are the communities at greatest 
risk for infection and death from COVID-19. It 
is inequitable for the courts to require members 
of these vulnerable communities to appear 
in court at a time when the dangers of being 
in close proximity with people from other 
households are universally recognized,” noted 
LAFLA Executive Director Silvia Argueta. “As 
members of the legal services community, we 
are taking a stand against the injustice of this 
policy – and calling for greater protection for 
our clients, court employees, and our staff by 
postponing in-person court matters until it is 
safe to gather in large groups.”
     The US Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit 
just rejected an appeal by the Apartment 
(owners) Association of Greater L.A. seeking 
an injunction against the city of Los Angeles, 
SAJE and other groups over the city’s 
moratorium on evictions. The court reasoned: 
“We need not decide whether the eviction 
moratorium is a substantial impairment of 
contractual relations because even assuming 
it is, given the challenges that COVID-19 
presents, the moratorium’s provisions constitute 
an ‘appropriate and reasonable way to advance 
a significant and legitimate public purpose.’ 
Sveen, 138 S. Ct. at 1822 … we conclude that 
AAGLA is unlikely to show that the eviction 
moratorium is an unreasonable fit for the 
problems identified.” https://cdn.ca9.uscourts.
gov/datastore/opinions/2021/08/25/20-56251.
pdf
     Yet despite the city’s eviction moratorium 
having been upheld in court and now on appeal, 
and despite the extension of similar moratoriums 
by the LA County Board of Supervisors, the 
state of California, and now the federal CDC, 
evictions are proceeding in LA Superior Court.

See: “Evictions,” p. 7

Op-Ed: On the Recall of Newsom
by DSA-LA Electoral Committee, Aug. 12, 2021
    On September 14, voters will decide whether to remove 
Gavin Newsom as governor. As socialists, we are no fans 
of Gov. Newsom. We’d much prefer replacing him with 
a socialist. However, this isn’t the election we’re faced 

with. Instead, we’re looking at a fascist, 
reactionary, capitalist rebellion against 
the belief that government has any 
responsibility or right to improve living 
conditions. Newsom getting replaced by 
a Republican would be deleterious to our 
mission, and would destroy momentum 
state-wide towards achieving goals like 
Medicare for All and a Green New Deal. 
     We recommend that you vote no on 
the recall – but remain clear that the future 
of California will not be decided with one 
election.  The  only  way  towards creating 

See: “Recall,” p. 7

Recall appears to be a choice between Newson 
and reactionary radio host Larry Elder.

KPFK Local Station 
Board Elections

by Michael Novick, KPFK LSB Chair
     The elections for listener and staff 
delegates at KPFK and other Pacifica 
stations, no longer threatened by a Bylaws 
replacement effort that would have 
eliminated elected local oversight of station 
management, finances and programming 
policy and fairness, are now underway. 
Listener-sponsor and staff members, in 
separate elections, will choose nine listener 
and three staff delegates to serve for three 
years on the Local Station Board (LSB). 
[Full disclosure: the author is a candidate 
for re-election to the LSB.] Voting has 
opened and continues until October 15 
(with the possibility of an extension if 
quorum [10% of listener-sponsor members 
and 25% of paid and unpaid staff] is not 
reached by that deadline). Those elected 
will be seated in December, eligible to vote 
on LSB officers for the coming year, and 
for three listeners and one staff member of 
the LSB to serve as directors for KPFK on 
the Pacifica National Board (PNB).
     The KPFK LSB voted in July and again 
in August to call for live on-air candidate 
forums for the listener delegates, with 
the opportunity for listener call-ins with 
questions and comments, but as of Change 
Links press time, this has not yet occurred, 
threatening the ability of listener-sponsor 
members to make informed democratic 
choices, and violating their rights, as 
well as those of the candidates, under the 
Bylaws.

See: “KPFK LSB Elections,” p. 7
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I am an Afghan woman.
     I am an Afghan woman.
     My family fled the US-backed proxy war against the Soviet Union.

     You have been told it is a civil war - we Afghans have killed each other but mainly on the 
bankroll of foreign governments who divide to conquer. The Afghanistan you see today has its 

roots in the British occupation of India, exacerbated by the USSR & USA. Regional powers like 
Pakistan, Iran, China and Gulf Arab states have all co-conspired with imperialists to reach their 

hands under my land for its resources. $3 trillion worth. Your pharmaceutical companies bet on us 
too; 80% of the world’s opium is Afghan-grown. Ironic you believe we are the ones dependent on 

you.
     People from my region do not live in a post-colonial world; we exist within the legacies that 
empires leave behind. We come clawing to your shores where we are told we don’t belong. But 

we’re very familiar with you - we’ve seen the name of your countries everywhere; on the side of 
humvees, on the propaganda leaflets dropped from jets, in the mouths of women your soldiers 

raped.
     Today you flood my DMs and say you care; is this what it took? 241,000 deaths? That’s the 

official number, but it’s hard to count bodies when they’re piles of flesh. Drug addiction up 300%? 
Babies born with deformities because of radiation from your [‘depleted-uranium’] bombs [and 
shells]? Our diaspora communities ravaged with trauma? My mother & father are living ghosts 
you’ve created; they don’t haunt you, but I bear witness to their pain every day. Or did you care 
when your veterans were dying on your streets from homelessness and drug addiction? No, you 

didn’t even care when it was your own blown to shreds on faraway soil.
     You play the towers falling on 9/11 every year. My people do not have the luxury. My people 

are constant gardeners, planting flowers on top of mass graves. We have too many dates to grieve; 
your 9/11 is our 24/7. We exist within these systems that were meant to kill us, and while you sit in 
privilege, we fight amongst ourselves, our morale lowered each time, we grow closer to believing 

there is nothing left to salvage.
     Look what you’ve done. I hope it haunts you.
- Madina Wardak is a mental health social worker of Afghan descent based in Los Angeles. She 
teaches on intergenerational trauma. [From a Facebook post]

Interfaith Communities 
United for Justice & Peace (ICUJP) 

Marks 20 Years of Struggle
by Steve Rohde & Grace Dyrness, ICUJP Chair & Vice-Chair

     Twenty years ago, only days after the devastating 9/11 attacks, the late Rev. George F. Regas 
brought together Christians, Jews, Muslims, Quakers, humanists and people of many other faiths 
and beliefs to found Interfaith Communities United for Justice and Peace (ICUJP). Acutely aware 
that such a dire moment posed a grave threat to peace and justice, George knew that peacemakers 
needed to create a place to gather, organize, pray, and act together, united by the fundamental 
principle that Religious Communities Must Stop Blessing War and Violence.

     ICUJP is warmly inviting people to join us in person or online, from 4:00-6:00 pm PDT on 
September 11, 2021, to commemorate ICUJP’s 20th Anniversary, honoring the life and legacy 
of Rev. Regas. The celebration will include the 2021 George F. Regas Courageous Peacemaker 
Awards, recognizing people and organizations whose work exemplifies his principled commitment 
to peace and justice. (Please note that at the in-person event, we will strictly adhere to all COVID 
restrictions required by the Pasadena Public Health Department and the CDC at that time.)

     ICUJP is  thrilled to honor  Judy Chu, U.S. Representative, D-CA-27, for her ongoing 
commitment to justice and peace. In addition, we will be honoring the following organizations 
for their efforts in serving and advocating for people impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic (in 
alphabetical order): All Saints Episcopal Church, Pasadena; Black-Jewish Justice Alliance; Clergy 
& Laity United for Economic Justice (CLUE); Friends Committee on National Legislation CA 
Advocacy Team; Housing Works; ILM Foundation; Immanuel Presbyterian Food Pantry; Muslim 
Public Affairs Council (MPAC); National Religious Campaign Against Torture; NewGround: A 
Muslim-Jewish Partnership for Change; Poor People’s Campaign; and St. Mark’s Lutheran Church/
SoLA Community Peace Center.

     There are two ways to join the event:

1. In-person program and reception: Admission tickets are available for a donation of $25 or more. 
Please be as generous as you can to help underwrite scholarships for those who cannot afford a 
ticket. (To request a scholarship, based on limited availability, please email Daryn Kobata, Director 
of Communications and Special Events: communications@icujp.org.) Get tickets here: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pursuing-justice-and-peace-for-20-years-tickets-165684900999

2. Live streamed: Watch the free online event. Details coming soon, check our website, icujp.org.

BECOME AN EVENT CO-SPONSOR

     We also invite you or your organization to become an event co-sponsor. Choose from several 
packages; each includes admission ticket(s) to the in-person event and an ad or listing in the online 
and print tribute books. Please visit the co-sponsorship page https://www.icujp.org/co-sponsorship 
for details, and purchase packages on the Tickets page noted above.

[- p. 2 -]
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Change Links cannot publish without 
your support. Send events, articles 
or poetry to changelinks2@gmail.
com or via http://change-links.org/
submit/  Please subscribe as well. 

Subscriptions to the print edition are 
$12/25/50 a year, low income, regular 
or sustainer (sliding scale), Payable 

to “AFGJ,” our fiscal sponsor, with 
“Change Links” in the memo. All 
events announced are encouraged 
to donate $5 (per event), payable 

to AFGJ, mail to Change Links, PO 
Box 34236, LA 90034. It helps keep 
this publication solvent. Thanks in 

advance.

In light of the current COVID-19 
global pandemic, and quarantines 
in California, the Change Links 
calendar has also been affected by 
cancellation of events and closure of 
venues. Consequently, we will print 
fewer copies, and mail out more, until 
further notice. You’ll notice there are 
empty dates on this calendar. Most 
have turned to virtual meetings via 
teleconferencing, etc. Therefore, we 
strongly suggest that you contact any 
event listing of interest in this Calendar 
before you attend, as the ones listed 
herein were posted prior to actual 
circumstances reaching a heightened 
level of awareness.
Please contact the event by phone, 

email or website for updates.

COVID-19 Safety Precautions
Change Links urges all our 

subscribers and readers to administer 
all necessary precautions, to insure 
their safety.  You will find a number 

of related articles to COVID-19 in our 
print and electronic issue. We will 

continue to update you going forward.  
We advise you as well to do your 

personal research for updates from all 
available sources to you. We face a 
difficult time, and wish you and yours 

good health and tranquility as we 
weather this together.

 Peace vigils: http://change-links.org/
ongoing-peace-vigils-and-community-

programs/
Other Calendars: http://

ocprogressiveevents.info/,
http://la.indymedia.org/calendar/, 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/
ieprogressivealliance/events/, 

http://www.activistsandiego.org/event,
https://vcpjn.org/calendar/, https://

indivisibleventura.org/events/,
https://echoparkfilmcenter.org

https://www.timeout.com/los-angeles/
movies/all-of-las-outdoor-movies-in-

one-calendar

On-Going & Continuing Events

1st of each month, PeoplesStrike 
actions called by a national 
united front coalition initiated by 
Cooperation Jackson in Mississippi 
(see Mondays for more into). www.
cooperationjackson.org

3rd Sunday, KPFK Local Station 
Board meeting, 10:30a-2:30p. Open 
to the public with 3 opportunities for 
short public comments. Check www.
kpftx.org for other meetings, including 
LSB committees.  The meetings will 
be conducted via Zoom.  Further info 
announced over KPFK 90.7 FM air 
waves and kpfk.org or kpftx.org

Sun thru Sat, RAC-LA/MAALA 
Food Program (El Programa 
Comida) Revolutionary Autonomous 
Communities/Mutual Aid Action LA, 
Mon-Thu 11a-7p, Fri varying hours, 
Sat-Sun 9a-8p, 2515 W 7th St, LA, 
CA 90057. free produce distribution. 
https://mutualaidactionla.org/  
https://www.facebook.com/mutualaidactionla 

3rd Sunday, SoCal350 monthly 
meeting, 3-5 p, Physical meeting 
cancelled, virtual “meeting” scheduled. 
http://bit.ly/SoCal350Updates;  
facebook.com/SoCal350 Climate Action.

Mondays, PeoplesStrike organizing 
calls, 9a PDT, zoom call 
https://peoplesstrike.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/PeoplesStrike 
mayday2020generalstrike@gmail.com 
for details

Mondays, Support Honduran 
Refugees, 6-8p, Central American 
Resource Center (CARECEN-LA), 
2845 W 7th St, LA. Offices are closed, 
call for details: (213)-385-7800. In the 
San Fernando Valley: 213-385-7800 
ext. 122

Tuesdays, Join Black Lives Matter, 
Stop LAPD Spying and allies at 
LA Police Commission meeting 
via zoom to speak out against 
racist police murders with impunity. 
Police Commission meetings are 
being held via Zoom call, with the 
option to call in by phone to observe 
and (occasionally and arbitrarily) to 
comment. In response to increased 
public scrutiny, they changed their 
rules and only allow public comments 
of 1 minute each on two specific items 
and general public comment as the 
first agenda item, so call in promptly 
to get on the stack. https://lapd.zoom.
us/s/289225944

Tuesday eves, Stop LAPD Spying 
Coalition meetings have been 
changed to teleconference. LA CAN, 
838  E. 6th St. LA 90021, is closed to 
the public. http://stoplapdspying.org - 
see website for meeting topics. 
https://www.facebook.com/stoplapdspying
Tuesdays, 8:30-10p, Second Draft 
LA, open mic cold read of writing 

and acting (virtual, not at Art Share-
LA, 801 E 4th Pl, LA 90013). https://
artsharela.org (213) 687-4278. https://
zoom.us/j/9103444651 Pwd: artshare

Wednesdays, 3-6p, Fund Services 
Not Police, #EndPoliceAssociations 
BLM-LA and allies vigil/protest outside 
LA Police Protective League (who 
protest killer cops from accountability), 
1313 W. 8th St in downtown LA, 
across from the ACLU-SoCal 
headquarters. Hear from families who 
have lost loved ones to racist state 
terror.

Wednesdays, 6-7:30p, LA CAN 
Legal Clinic, LA CAN, 838 E. 6th 
St. LA, CA 90021. Suspended until 
further notice. Call 213.228.0024 for 
information about how to address 
needs of unhoused people during the 
COVID-19 outbreak and beyond.

3rd Wed, 7p, Community 
Alternatives to 9-1-1 training, 
Chuco’s Justice Center of Youth 
Justice Coalition. 7625 S. Central Ave, 
LA 90001. Check for status: 323-235-
4243, action@youth4justice.org/

Last Wed, 7p  “Socialism Now!” 
Peace & Freedom Party monthly 
meeting, 2617 S. Hauser Bl., LA, 
90016 (South of Adams Blvd. east of 
Fairfax) www.Peace&FreedomParty.
org-LA Chapter. Presumably not 
happening in-person until physical 
distancing demands can be lifted.

1st Thursday, 6-8p, Justice Not 
Jails, has switched to a virtual 
meeting. https://zoom.us/j/529548178 
You can also call in by dialing: 301 
715 8592 US Meeting ID: 529 548 
17. RSVP to Larry Foy at: Lfoy@
im4humanintegrity.org.

Thursdays, 5:30-7p, Operation Ally 
Weekly Social Justice Conference 
Call, fb.com/justadvocacy http://
advocacyproject.org/ (888) 407-4101 
Join the Operation Ally weekly zoom 
conference call to gain insight into 
the issues of systemic oppression, 
organize into collaborative efforts 
and strategize the dismantling 
of these systems. Be a part of a 

Fiftieth Anniversary of the Attica Prison Uprising, Commune & Massacre, 1971

community that supports you 
as we mobilize for change. 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/200763851083819/

Fridays, Interfaith 
Communities United for 
Justice & Peace forum, 7:30-
9:30a, has switched to a virtual 
meeting on zoom or dial in by 
phone: 669-900-6833 For details 
and to prevent zoom-bombing, 
contact communications@
icujp.org for an invitation and 
instructions.

Fridays, Montrose Peace Vigil, 
5:30-7p, since 2006! NW corner 
of Ocean View Bl and Honolulu 
Av, Montrose, CA  91020. http://
montrosepeacevigil.proboards.
com/

Fridays, Music Center Dance 
series, free, 7p, YouTube. 
(K-pop, line dancing, cumbia, 

etc.) and free dance lessons. 
https://www.youtube.com/c/
musiccenterlosangeles

3rd Fri: Lawyers in the Library, 1-4p, 
https://www.lalawlibrary.org/classes, 
213-785-2516, 301 W. 1st, LA 90012. 
All libraries in the city and county, as 
well as Santa Monica and other cities 
had been closed, but are re-opening, 
so check..

Saturdays, Crenshaw Farmers 
Market, 10a-3p, 3650 Martin Luther 
King Blvd. offers fresh produce and 
artisan goods. Ties into the mall’s 
health initiative promoting wellness in 
the Crenshaw community. This farmers’ 
market has re-opened!  Contact 
Sustainable Economic Enterprises: 
www.seela.org for other farmer’s 
markets that are also continuing with 
physical distancing (in Echo Park, 
Hollywood, Atwater Village and on 
Central Avenue in South LA).

Every 1st and 3rd Sat: End 
Homelessness Now-LA, 2-4pm, a 
grassroots campaign to pressure LA 
city and county officials to use vacant 
public properties for large, permanent, 
supportive public housing to end 
the homelessness catastrophe. Call 
or email for information on how or 
whether meetings will continue.. 323-
723-6416 endhomelessnessnowla@
gmail.com https://www.facebook.com/
endhomelessnessnowla/

Every 2nd & 4th Sat, SOLA Food Co-
Op www.solafoodcoop.com/ Baldwin 
Hills Farmers Market has re-opened.. 
SOLA Co-Op has been taking orders 
for pick-up of various CSA boxes..

2nd and 4th Sat, Chuco’s Justice 
Center legal clinic: 10a-12n, 7625 
S Central Ave LA 90001, 323-235-
4243. Prepare for Court - Build a 
Participatory Defense Strategy, 
Petition to Have Your Name Removed 
from a Gang Database or Gang 
Injunction, Expunge Your Criminal or 
Juvenile Record Prepare for the Parole 
Board / Commutations and Pardons / 
Get Prop 47 Relief Immigration Law / 
Deportation Defense. Contact to find 
out how information is being made 

[- p. 3 -]
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available:  info@youth4justice.org 
323-235-4243 http://www.youth4justice.org/

Last Saturday, Move to Amend 
Local Meeting, 1-3p, Holy Grounds 
Coffee & Tea, 5371 Alhambra Ave, LA 
90032, 323-255-1279. Call to check, 
venue probably closed.

AWARE-LA White anti-racist 
Saturday dialogues, https://www.
awarela.org/saturday-dialogue 
Saturday Dialogue is a gathering for 
white anti-racists who want to discuss 
issues of identity, community, privilege 
and racism in our lives with the 
intention to strengthen our practice as 
anti-racists in alliances, relationships, 
and interactions with people of color.
     Regular, recurring dialogues 
throughout the year focus on the 
intersections of multiple identities, 
including Race and Class, 
Sexuality and Race, and Gender 
and Race. Other workshops focus 
on relationships, Radical White 
Identity and Community, and issues 
such as police and the prison 
industrial complex, immigration, and 
gentrification.
     We currently have four monthly 
Saturday Dialogues, which used to 
meet in various places throughout LA 
County, and are temporarily meeting 
online through Zoom. We also 
have one monthly “Online Sunday 
Dialogue” which was originally made 
available for folks who cannot make 
it to meetings in LA, or on Saturdays. 
Sign up here https://actionnetwork.
org/forms/aware-la-email-list/ to 
receive reminder emails about 
Saturday Dialogues. We strongly 
encourage you to attend a Saturday 
Dialogue Orientation before attending 
a Saturday Dialogue. See below for 
more info.
     You must register for each space 
each time you want to attend, as all of 
the zoom links are personalized and 
different for each person/gathering.
Every 1st Saturday (Westside SD), 
1:00pm - 3:15pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsf-
yuqjsqHtYAnJ5qfW8-z-C1OyEH-LuY
Every 2nd Saturday (Encino SD), 
10:30am - 12:30pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZMsfuqsrz8vE93l1M91tYG96h8D6wg2IVcN
Every 3rd Saturday (Eastside 
SD),1:00pm - 3:00pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZAkfuGrrjsuE9U7F_QxEz87reFKojZj8-ow
Every 3rd Sunday (Always Online), 
3:00pm - 5:00pm
https://msmu.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJAsfuCppzovGNb1iGfup5qrLyLV2gLFcMSI
Every 4th Saturday (Pomona Valley 
SD), 11:00am - 1:00pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZEucuGhpj0vHdxiJyZxKAF8LCIPt8WJMetR
 
SATURDAY DIALOGUE 
ORIENTATION: 2nd & 4th 
Wednesdays, 6-7p via: 
Zoom, register here: https://
us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZ0rceuvrDoqHdV0AWp0NwBrlcpXsIcUerEx.
We strongly encourage you 
to attend a Saturday Dialogue 
Orientation before you attend a 
Saturday Dialogue. Please join us! 
In this orientation, we’ll talk about 
the purpose of Saturday Dialogues 
and why AWARE-LA organizes as a 
white anti-racist community. We’ll go 
over what a typical Saturday Dialogue 
agenda looks like, and talk about the 
different types of content that we do 
throughout the year. We’ll also tell you 
about the organizational structure of 
AWARE-LA, and then close out our 
time together with an opportunity for 
newcomers to ask questions of our 

facilitation team. Accessibility: We 
can provide ASL interpreters and 
closed captioning upon request. To 
ensure availability, please make your 
request at least 72 hours prior to the 
event you wish to attend. Contact: 
awarela@gmail.com with questions

All Laughtears.com events are on-
line, until further notice. We’ll be 
meeting in the clouds a la Richard 
Brautigan, who said, “Everyone has 
a place in history. Mine is clouds.” 
Feel safe! Call Gerry Fialka for weekly 
zoom & video chat sessions 310-306-

7330, email: pfsuzy@aol.com.

Latino Book and Family Festival in 
North County San Diego, Virtual, July 
31-Nov 6, 2021. https://lbff.us https://
www.facebook.com/pg/LBFFs/events/

Aug 31- Sept. 6: 6th Annual LA Harbor Peace Week A week of Peace activities in San Pedro as a resistance to the 
Normalization of War during the U.S. military’s “L.A. Fleet Week”. Instead, we promote the solutions of peace in the 
world & in our towns.  (310) 971- 8280, *sojournerb@yahoo.com *Facebook: LA Harbor Peace Week 2021 Hashtags: 
*#LAHarborPeaceWeek2021 *#GreenPeaceNewDeal/#TransitionThe Mission

Tuesday Aug 31 *Welcome home troops from Afghanistan: War was never the Answer – MSFO sponsored  4-5 pm, 
Political Office 5th/Centre, San Pedro CA 90731

Wednesday Sept 1 *Peace Literature Canvassing 5-6 pm, #Open Mic-Speak 4 Peace, Sacred Grounds Coffee House, 
468 W. 6th Street, SP 90731 6:30-8PM

Thursday Sept 2 *Air Force Housing Peace Vigil, Ft. MacArthur, 24th & Pacific, SP, 4-5 pm Work for Peace NOT For 
War #PeaceForceNOTSpaceForce #TransitionTheMission *peace Table & Canvas JDC Records 447  6th Street 5:30-
7:30pm

Friday Sept 3 *Pedal Peace Not War – Bike Ride Meet @ 11th/Pacific Ave to ride to Harbor Blvd/USS Iowa 6-8pm Meet 
up W/ Peace Vigil: NO SPACE FORCE,  USS Iowa 3d & Harbor Blvd, SP, 6:30-8:00pm

Saturday Sept 4 * WWII Anti-Fascist History Car Tour, Meet at San Pedro DMV 10-12pm *Peace w/China @LA Port ! 
Cultural Evening on Zoom, 6:30-8:30pm

Sunday Sept 5  *Peace Picnic & Rally: Vets For Peace Tribute, Teen Memorial, Stop Deporting Our Veterans! Peace 
Park @ 6th & Harbor Blvd., SP,  11:00-3:00 pm

Labor Day Mon Sept 6, “Work For Peace” U.S. Returned Peace Corps Volunteer led: “Conference on Global 
Sustainable Development: The Alternative to War.” Zoom Event 4-6pm

Sep 1-30 100th Anniversary of Battle of Blair 
Mountain (Matewan Massacre) armed coal miner 
insurrection in West Virginia in 1921. 
https://www.blair100.com/events/

Most of the events (commemorated in John Sayles’s 
film “Matewan” [see graphic to the right]) are in 
person in Appalachia, mostly West Virginia, but 
several are virtual events on line; see daily listings 
below.
 

Sep. 15 - Oct 15 Hispanic Heritage Month https://lacountylibrary.org/hispanic-heritage-month/

     So called “National Hispanic Heritage Month” recognizes the culture, contributions, and heritage of Spanish-speaking 
peoples in the US. Now observed annually from September 15 to October 15, this national observance was first 
established by Public Law 90-498, approved September 17, 1968 by the 90th Congress. Public Law 90-468 authorized 
the president to proclaim National Hispanic Heritage Week each year. On August 17, 1988, the 100th Congress enacted 
Public Law 100-402, which extended the observance from a week to a month.
     We note the absurdity of calling this “Hispanic Heritage” when the dates basically celebrate successful anti-colonial 
struggles against the Spanish empire and monarchical rule, establishing republics based on indigenous, African and 
Creole/criollo populations. The months of September and October cover a wide range of independence days for 
Central & South American countries. Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua all celebrate their 
independence on September 15. Mexico celebrates its independence on September 16, Chile on September 18, and 
Belize on September 21. El Día de la Raza (Indigenous Peoples Day) is observed on October 12. 

Sep. 26 - Oct. 2 Banned Books Week https://bannedbooksweek.org/  [- p. 4 -]



The Real Winners of the Afghan War:

Lockheed-Martin, Boeing, Raytheon.

General Dynamics, Northrup-Grumman,

Amazon, Humana, HP. etc. etc. etc.
© 2021 Y. B. Normal

SEP 1 - WED
 
KPFK Local Station Board special 
meeting, 5:30p. Open to the public 
with 3 opportunities for short public 
comments. Check www.kpftx.org 
for other meetings, including LSB 
committees.  The LSB meetings will 
be conducted via Zoom; committee 
meetings via a Maestro conference 
audio conference call.  Further info 
announced over KPFK 90.7 FM 
air waves and kpfk.org or kpftx.
org. For LSB meeting, Join Zoom 
Meeting https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/84464153641, Meeting ID: 
844 6415 3641 One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,84464153641# US (San Jose) 

SEP 2 - THU
 
The Legacy of Mine Worker 
Organizing: Today’s Fight for the 
PRO Act and a New Deal That 
Works for Us, 11a PDT, Zoom 
webinar organized by the Re-Imagine 
Appalachia campaign and featuring 
Phil Smith, Director of Government 
Affairs, United Mine Workers (UMW) 
of America, Myya Helm, summer 
research associate at the West 
Virginia Center on Budget and Policy 
(on video), and Stephen Herzenberg, 
Keystone Research Center economist 
and co-director of the ReImagine 
Appalachia campaign, and Hannah 
Halbert, Executive Director of Policy 
Matters Ohio. https://www.blair100.
com/events/the-legacy-of-mine-
worker-organizing-our-regions-
workers-can-lead-todays-fight-for-the-
pro-act-and-a-new-deal-that-works-
for-us 

SEP 3 - FRI
 
Dissenters’ DisOrientation Sept 
3 - 5, an immersive 3-day virtual 
convergence for students and young 
people to deepen their knowledge, 
get trained up in movement building 
skills, connect with others who share 
our passions, find and meet allies 
and co-conspirators on campus, 
and imagine the ways we can work 
together to fight against war, policing, 
cages, and militarism. https://
actionnetwork.org/forms/dissenters-
disorientation-2021 Questions? Email 
the DisOrientation Planning Squad at 
info@wearedissenters.org. 
 
Selma James: Book launch of Our 
Time Is Now: Sex, Race, Class, 
and Caring for People and Planet. 
6am PT.  JOIN on your computer or 
mobile app or call in (audio only) +44 
20 3787 4277,,614729267# https://
blog.pmpress.org/events/selma-
james-launch-of-our-time-is-now-sex-
race-class-and-caring-for-people-and-
planet-on-9-3/
Selma James is an antisexist, 
antiracist campaigner. In 1972 she 
put forward Wages for Housework 
(WFH) as a demand and a political 
perspective that redefined the 
working class. The International WFH 
Campaign she founded coordinates 
the Global Women’s Strike. She 
coined the word “unwaged,” which 
incorporates all workers without 
wages. She coauthored the classic 
The Power of Women and the 
Subversion of the Community and 
is the author of other pathbreaking 
writing including Sex, Race, and 
Class—The Perspective of Winning: 
A Selection of Writings 1952-2011.

SEP 4 - SAT 

SEP 5 - SUN

Memorial for Gabe Gabrielski, 
2p, Sycamore Grove Park, 4702 

N. Figueroa St., LA.  There will be 
an in-person outdoor memorial as 
well as a Zoom meeting room for 
those who are unable to attend in 
person. https://www.facebook.com/
events/450832122565896

LA Tenants Union Labor Day picnic, 
4p, same venue as above memorial.

“A Heated Discussion” 3-5p.  514 S. 
Spring St, LA.  A staged reading of the 
new play, streamed via Zoom, talks 
about the entities of the Spirit World 
dismayed at the state of the world 
and the fate of African-Americans; in 
particular, conjures up the spirits of 
famous departed Black personalities 
such as Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Malcolm X, Ida B. Wells, Maya 
Angelou, Tupac Shakur, Richard Pryor 
and more. For more info call (213) 
489-7402 or go to the website http://
therobeytheatrecompany.org. Free. 
 
SEP 6 - MON 

Labor Day - Harbor Labor Coalition 
drive-through food giveaway, 
9a-12n, Banning Park in Wilmington. 
401 East “M” Street. Masks required. 
http://www.lalblaborcoalition.com/ 
(562) 481-7275 https://www.facebook.
com/Los-Angeles-Long-Beach-Harbor-
Labor-Coalition-231460370768978

Jewish New Year begins at sundown 
(continues for two days). 

SEP 7 - TUE 
 
SEP 8 - WED
 
Blair Mountain Centennial Lecture 
Series, 10a PDT. Join the Center 
for Appalachia Studies for a special 
presentation by Dr. John Hennen, will 

Selma James
discuss the significance of the Battle 
of Blair Mountain on larger efforts to 
unionize WV’s southern coalfields.
https://www.blair100.com/events/
spotlighting-the-battle-of-blair-
mountain-a-special-lecture-series 

How Could Less Red Tape 
Make Societies More Equal? 
Online, 5p PDT, A Zócalo/
Pacific Council on International 
Policy Event, Moderated 
by Nikita Stewart, Assistant 
Metro Editor, NY Times. To 
merely open a bank account 
or secure a driver’s license, 
people around the world 
face one common barrier: 
paperwork. Americans, in fact, 
spend 11.4 billion hours a year 
on federal paperwork alone. 
Harvard legal scholar Cass R. 
Sunstein, former administrator 
of the White House Office of 
Information and Regulatory 
Affairs, has a name for this kind 
of drudgery: sludge. Sludge, he 
argues, doesn’t just cost time, 
money, and dignity—it does an 
immense amount of damage 
to society’s most vulnerable 
people. Bureaucratic red 
tape—“volokita” as it’s known 
in Russian—hinders everything 
from gaining access to food 
to securing healthcare. How 
could less paperwork help the 
least wealthy, least healthy, 
and least educated improve 
their station in life? Have any 
countries or institutions figured 
out what it would take to make 

this happen? Sunstein, author 
most recently of Sludge: 
What Stops Us from Getting 
Things Done and What to Do 
about It, visits Zócalo to talk 
about eliminating the piles of 
paperwork obscuring our path 
to a more equal world. https://
www.zocalopublicsquare.org/event/
could-less-red-tape-make-societies-
more-equal/

SEP 9 - THU

Attica Is All of Us - 50th 
anniversary commemoration 
of the Attica Prison 
Commune, 3-5p, online. A 
live-streamed, online event 
commemorating the Attica 
Uprising and Massacre. 
Register here: https://www.
atticaisallofus.org/register 
Live-Stream link: https://www.
atticaisallofus.org/livestream
IMPORTANT: Please note 
that given the resurgence of 
COVID-19, this event is now 
fully virtual. Sponsored by 
Attica Is All of Us and NLG-
NYC. https://www.facebook.com/
events/510573963328018/

SEP 10 - FRI

“Black Panther In Concert”  
Fri. Sept. 10 - Sun. Sept.12,  
8-10p,  Hollywood Bowl, 2301 
N. Highland LA 90068.  In 
2018, Marvel Studios’ film 
Black Panther quickly became 
a global sensation and cultural 
phenomenon. The LA Phil will 
perform Ludwig Gorossons’ 
Oscar winning score live 
simultaneous with a screening 

of the film at the Hollywood Bowl with special 
guests BaaBa Maal and conductor Thomas 
Wilkins. For info visit: https://bit.ly/BCE_BP-
LAPhil.
 
SEP 11 - SAT
 
ICUJP 20th Anniversary 
Commemoration & George Regas 
Peace & Justice Awards (see 
story, p. 2) 4-6p, All Saints church, 
Pasadena, and online. www.icujp.org

Never Forget: 9/11 & The 20 Year War On 
Terror, 12n-3p, via ZOOM Introduction by 
Brian Garvey, Danaka Katovich and Rachel 
Bruhnke. Speakers - (7 Minutes Each) in 
The Following Order: John Kiriakou, Sami 
Al Arian, Jodie Evans, Moustafa Bayoumi, 
Medea Benjamin, Vijay Prashad, Matthew 
Hoh, Kathy Kelly, Danny Sjursen, David 
Swanson, Kevin Danaher, Mickey Huff, Ray 
McGovern, Assal Rad, Chris Agee, Pat Alviso, 
Rick Jahnkow, Norman Solomon. Sponsored 
by CODEPINK, Massachusetts Peace Action 
& ADDICTED To WAR. Register: www.codepink.
org/neverforget_911webinar?fbclid=IwAR1NECpO2v7wFOvn_M-7_KcdJ_
uzfUZRXbTRK7zsaxJ9f9IbIHCpxUbTxP

SEP 12 - SUN
 
Running Down the Walls 5K  Since 1999, 
prisoners and supporters throughout North 
America have participated in the annual event 
known as Running Down the Walls (RDTW) 
often running or walking simultaneously in many 
cities and prisons at once. This is a 5k non-
competitive run/jog/walk/roll in order to raise 
awareness and funds for the numerous political 
prisoners currently held in North American 
prisons. Due to the COVID pandemic, this will 
be carried out individually where and as you can 
to raise funds for the ABCF Warchest program 
created in November of 1994. Its purpose is 
to send monthly financial support to Political 
Prisoners and Prisoners of War (PP/POWs).  
The Warchest funds are divided and distributed 
through monthly stipends to political prisoners 
who otherwise receive little or no financial aid. 
Prisoners use this money to cover the basic 
necessities of everyday living. They’ve used 
funds to pay for stamps, shoes, clothes, as well 
as assisting their families with what little they 
can.
     Every year we get runners who are unfamiliar 
with Political Prisoners, Prisoners of War, and [- p. 5 -]



the movements they came from.  We 
read statements of solidarity from PP/
POWs before each run begins because 
we want people to run with PP/POW’s 
issues on their minds. Let Us Know: 
•If you are able to run, please write to 
us and let us know that you can run 
and your thoughts on the run. •If you 
are not able to run, we still want your 
words, your thoughts, your knowledge 
and encouragement. •Please mail us 
your statements of solidarity as soon 
as you can. LA-ABCF / https://www.
abcf.net, PO Box 11223, Whittier, CA 
90603.  https://www.abcf.net/rdtw/ 
https://www.abcf.net/losangeles/  Donate: 
http://fundrazr.com/rdtw2021laabcf
 
Critical Race Theory 2 : Why We 
Need It & How It Impacts You; 
Committee for Racial Justice, 
6:30-8p -  zoom meeting open 
to all. Register: https://us02web.
zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0lfu-
tqzgtHtQPDaCvIMfNOQ4XTqtoC31h 
Due to the Labor Day holiday 
weekend, the Committee For Racial 
Justice (CRJ) will hold its monthly 
workshop on the second Sunday of 
September. Why do we need Critical 
Race Theory (CRT)?  How does it 
impact us?  Why there is opposition?  
     How can anti-racists talk to 
others about the need for CRT?  
What do those in opposition want to 
accomplish? We are living in an era 
where disinformation is battling with 
truth and history for control. 
     New legislation in some states 
bans ideas and research designed to 
combat racism from classrooms and 
workplace training by labeling them 
“divisive” or “anti-American.” What is 
at the root of this conflict? What are its 
consequences?
     To help us gain clarity and a 
direction forward, Dr. LaToya Baldwin 
Clark, an Assistant Professor of Law 
at UCLA School of Law, will be one 
of our resource people. She writes 
and teaches about education law, 
family law, property law, and race and 
discrimination.   Her course on The 
Sociology of Law uses sociological 
texts to examine law “on the ground” 
as opposed to law “on the books.” 
     The course places a particular 
emphasis on law as both a producer 
of and tool for dismantling societal 
stratification and inequality, including 
stratification and inequality based on 
race, class, gender and sexuality, and 
their intersections.
     Previously, she was an Earl B. 
Dickerson Fellow and Lecturer in 
Law at University of Chicago Law 
School.  Baldwin Clark received her 
B.S. in Economics cum laude from 
the Wharton School of the University 
of Pennsylvania, and her M.A. from 
the University of Pennsylvania in 
Criminology. 
     She then earned her Ph.D. from 
Stanford University in Sociology and 
her J.D. from Stanford Law School. 
While at Stanford, Baldwin Clark was 
a Diversifying Academia, Recruiting 
Excellence Fellow.
     If you are not on our email list, 
check the Committee For Racial 
Justice Facebook page closer to Sept. 
12th for updates on further resource 
people and  come to see why Critical 
Race Theory is important, to learn 
what is at stake, and to take part in 
the discussion. For more information, 
call Joanne at 310-422-5431.

SEP 13 - MON

SEP 14 - TUE 

SEP 15 - WED - SEP 16 - THU 

Jewish “high holy day” Day of 
Atonement/Yom Kippur begins at 

sundown - no food and water fast day 
ends 1 hour after sundown the next 
day. 

SEP 17 - FRI

“Nation Time at the Coliseum: 
The Wattstax ‘72 Concert & Black 
Power in Los Angeles” - 2021-
22 LA History & Metro Studies 
program. Frank Guridy, Associate 
Professor of History, Columbia 
University. pre-circulated paper – via 
Zoom. LA.History.Group@gmail.com; 
Join our mailing list: http://tinyurl.
com/LAMetroList www.facebook.
com/LAHistoryMetroStudiesGroup 
Announcements will be emailed two 
weeks prior to each session, with 
logistical and RSVP information as 
well as links to any pre-circulated 
papers (we are unable to distribute 
papers earlier than this). At that 
time, you can also access the 
paper via a link posted on the ICW 
website at http://dornsife.usc.edu/
icw/lahistorymetro/. We request 
that participants read the papers if 
attending. If you’d like to attend, you 
must RSVP for both virtual and in-
person sessions. All workshops will 
begin at 10:30am Pacific time. 

SEP 18 - SAT 

SEP 19 - SUN
 
3rd Sunday, KPFK Local Station 
Board meeting, 10:30a-2:30p. Open 
to the public with 3 opportunities 
for short public comments. Check 
www.kpftx.org for other meetings, 
including LSB committees.  The LSB 
meetings will be conducted via Zoom; 
committee meetings via a Maestro 
conference audio conference call.  
Further info announced over KPFK 
90.7 FM air waves and kpfk.org or 
kpftx.org. For LSB meeting, Join 
Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/84464153641, Meeting ID: 844 
6415 3641
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,84464153641# US 
(San Jose) 

SEP 20 - MON 

SEP 21 - TUE 

SEP 22 - WED
 
Autumnal Equinox a little after noon 
PDT, the day and night are both 12 
hours long. First day of fall in the 
Northern hemisphere. 

SEP 23 - THU
 
LA County Sheriff’s Civilian 
Oversight Commission, 9a-1p. See 
https://coc.lacounty.gov for virtual 
meeting details and to subscribe to 
emailed agendas, 213-253-5678. 

SEP 24 - FRI
 
Native American Day https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_
American_Day 

SEP 25 - SAT 

SEP 26 - SUN

SEP 27 - MON

SEP 28 - TUE 

SEP 29 - WED

Blair Mountain Centennial Lecture 
Series, 10s PDT. Join the Center 
for Appalachia Studies for a special 
presentation by Lloyd Tomlinson, who 
will examine the ways coal operators 

in southwest Virginia responded to 
the news about the Battle of Blair 
Mountain.
https://www.blair100.com/events/
spotlighting-the-battle-of-blair-
mountain-a-special-lecture-series 

Antiracist Town Hall, 6p. To provide 
a space for greater dialogue and 
learning, Center Against Racism and 
Trauma (CART) will hold its next 
Antiracist Town hall in partnership with 
the RCC Center for Social Justice & 
Civil Liberties.CART has developed 
a series of trainings to meet the 
needs of residents, organizations, 
and community groups in the Inland 
Empire. Contact us at 
CART@destroyracism.org

SEP 30 - THU

Grand Opening!  Academy Museum 
of Motion Pictures - 10a-6p, 6067 
Wilshire Blvd. Los Angeles, Ca. 
90036. The Academy Museum of 
Motion Pictures will be the premiere 
institution dedicated to the art and 
science of movies.  The Academy 
Museum will offer unparalleled 
exhibitions and programs illuminating 
the fascinating world of cinema. The 
public is invited to the grand opening. 
For more information call (323) 930-
3000  visit the website, or email: 
academymuseum@oscars.org.  

UPCOMING EVENTS
 
October - Many Winters Gathering 
of Elders, 16th Annual Gathering 
postponed until October 2021.  
https://mwgoe.org 

-Paid Political Ad -

Vote for Grassroots Community 
Radio Coalition Candidates for LSB

Defend Democracy, Diversity, 
Accountability & Community Radio!

Money Out of Pacifica Politics -
Keep Pacifica Whole and Committed to 
Peace, Justice & Self-Determination!

Grassroots candidates are predominantly Black, 
Indigenous & People of Color, and majority 

women, reflecting the community.
In alphabetical order:

Deidra Bynum, Marisol Cruz, 
Fernando S. Fernando, Kelly Flores, 

George Funmaker, Rob Macon, Jack Neff, 
Michael Novick, Lydia Poncé, 

Rocío Rivas, Jeanine Rohn
This ad doesn’t represent Pacifica, KPFK or any of their boards. It’s an 
independent expression of the Grassroots Community Radio Coalition.



EVICTIONS
...Continued from p. 1

   What’s more, the Washington Post 
revealed that only a miniscule portion of 
the money the feds allocated for rent relief 
and subsidies has actually made its way 
to the states, and an even smaller fraction 
has actually been paid out by the states to 
renters needing assistance in paying rent 
during the pandemic in order to avoid 
eviction.
   Housing rights advocates are predicting 
a tsunami of evictions as the moratoriums 
lapse later this month. Compounding the 
problem, the US Supreme Court by a 6-3 
majority (all conservatives appointed by 
minority GOP presidents) voted to declare 
the CDC’s public health moratorium on 
evictions to be unconstitutional! Here are 
a couple of pointers towards getting help:
 

https://legalfaq.org/covid/ca/
losangelescounty/losangeles

https://legalfaq.org/getHelp/
ca/losangelescounty/

losangeles#financialAssistance

     What’s more, thousands of housing units 
have already been lost to short-term rentals. 
It should be illegal to convert housing into a 
de-facto hotel. Now City councilmembers 
are considering a loophole to allow the 
ultra-wealthy to list their second homes as 
vacation rentals instead of housing units. 
That would cost Los Angeles an estimated 
14,740 housing units. 
Act now and send a letter to urge your 
councilmember to reject the vacation rental 
amendment.

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/protect-
affordable-housing-tell-la-city-council-
vote-no-on-vacation-rentals-amendment

LSB ELECTIONS
...Continued from p. 1

   Acknowledging the problem, 
since ballots have already been sent 
out and cast in the middle of the 
last month, the National Election 
Supervisor has set up a mechanism 
to allow members to reset their 
ballot and request a new ballot. This 
can be accessed here: 
h t t p s : / / docs .goog l e . com/ fo rms /d /
e/1FAIpQLSdhxI__g1Rxi4tlJPZOgI-
0cJclhQOskMdsWws9-8O6U62enw/
viewform 
but you must have your voter ID 
number from the original post card 
or email you were sent with your 
voting credentials. You also have 
the option of requesting a paper 
ballot. 
     (See https://elections.pacifica.org 
for more information and details on 
the candidates and on your options, 
including how to request a ballot 
if you never received your ballot 
access information).
     As Change Links was going 
to press, the Pacifica National 
Board was holding a special 
emergency meeting to consider a 
motion mandating such live on-
air candidate forums with listener 
call-ins, as well as equitable airing 
of short candidate statements 
or “carts” on all five stations, 
including KPFK. Here’s a link to an 
on-line petition demanding action 
from the PNB, Executive Director 
and National Election Supervisor 
in case that mandate is not adopted 
and implemented: 

https://chng.it/dTfXRqgRgn

     The LSB held its second monthly 
on-air report to the listener on Aug. 31, 
and has a special meeting scheduled for 
5:30 PM Sept. 1 via zoom to discuss 
station finances (some of which may 
be in executive session if confidential 
personnel must be discussed). Public 
comment is welcome, details of the 
zoom call are on KPFTX.org. The 
regular LSB monthly business meeting 
will take place on the 3rd Sunday, Sept. 
19 at 10:30 AM.

     If you want to receive a weekly email 
newsletter with information on LSB and 
PNB meetings and committees, send a 
blank email to sympa@lists.riseup.net 
with subscribe kpfklsbnews in the 
subject line, and respond affirmatively 
to the verification email.
   More information is also available 
on the LSB/PNB page on the kpfk.org 
website.

     The LSB is also seeking candidates 
for the Community Advisory Board, 
who can conduct a community 
needs assessment, and evaluate 
underserved communities in the 
station’s extensive listening area; 
and for the Committee of Inclusion, 
which can make recommendations 
regarding the inclusion of under-
represented communities in station 
management, staff, programming 
and governance. To apply for either 
drop an email to LSB@kpfk.org

...Continued from p. 1

a better California, a better country, 
and a better world is by building a mass 
socialist organization. We need you to 
join the fight and join DSA. 
     In 2018, when Gavin Newsom was 
running for Governor, we offered this 
analysis in our voter guide:  Prior to 
this governor run, Gavin Newsom 
was a “wine shop entrepreneur” in 
the early 1990s, backed by a family 
friend and Getty oil heir. Trading 
on those family connections, he was 
appointed by famously corrupt mayor 
Willie Brown to the San Francisco 
board of supervisors, touting himself 
a “dogmatic fiscal conservative”. 
Seven years later, Newsom made a 
slight shift in his “dogmatic” ideology 
to become a moderate Democrat and 
win San Francisco mayoral race in 
2004, calling himself a “centrist in 
the Dianne Feinstein mold,” where 
he helped facilitate San Francisco’s 
gradual transition into a techno-
capitalist dystopia by focusing housing 
development exclusively on subsidies 
to market-rate developers and other 
pro-business policies while using 
social-liberal issues like support for 
gay marriage to stave off progressive 
revolt.
    In 2011, Gavin Newsom continued 
his pro-business liberal evolution, 
becoming a proponent of “smart 
government”, publishing a book 
touting technology as the solution 
to partisan gridlock and citizen 
disinterest as he took office as Lt. 
Governor. There’s a bit of a pattern 
here: Gavin Newsom’s positions 
and ideologies have continuously 
shifted depending on what power and 
influence he could gain or benefit from. 
So, although his governor platform is 
very, very good, including sanctuary 
state policies, ending private prisons, 
state bank, single-payer healthcare, 
universal preschool – we frankly don’t 
trust him. This candidacy and platform 
was about Newsom’s recognition of the 
progressive, Bernie-Sanders-inspired 
revolt within the CA Democratic party, 
of using California labor’s justified 
disgust with charter school fiend 
Antonio Villaraigosa, and above all, 
Gavin’s thirst for power.
     Three years in, Gavin’s record is 
about what we expected. He’s advanced a 
handful of semi-progressive half-reforms: 
increases in the low income housing 
tax credit, modest expansions of public 
benefits like community college, Medi-
Cal, and family leave. His “signature 
housing achievement”, a so-called “rent 
control” bill, only forbids the most extreme 
of rent gouges. Through the COVID-19 
pandemic, Newsom’s record was abysmal, 
yoyo-ing between appropriate lockdowns 
with only token protections for at-risk 
workers, and repeatedly attempting to 
force re-openings prematurely, only to 
reinstate restrictions as California hit wave 
after wave of infections.

     Under his watch, tens of thousands of 
Californians have died, and hundreds of 
thousands are facing possible evictions or 
crippling consumer debt as a result of his 
incredibly weak “eviction moratorium” 
compromise that sought to preserve the 
profits of landlords at the expense of 
renters. Who can forget when Gavin was 
photographed at a large dinner party with 
lobbyists in November at French Laundry 
in Napa, while COVID cases surged across 
the state? 
     It’s not surprising that Newsom is facing 
backlash. Unfortunately, the majority of the 
backlash isn’t because he failed to protect 
Californians. It’s because he didn’t sacrifice 
enough people at the altar of business. This 
backlash, taking the form of this recall, is 
backed by those who can single-handedly 
bankroll an immense signature collection 
operation: those on the right-wing, those 
who do not have the interests of California’s 
working class in mind. The petition itself 
was started by a former sheriff’s sergeant. 
The largest donations to support the recall 
effort came from out of state, including a 
PAC run by Mike Huckabee. The RNC 
donated hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to get people to sign the petition. While the 
recall campaign wants to capitalize on the 
general dislike of Newsom, it has always 
been propelled by the right.
     If he loses the recall, it’ll be a victory for 
resurgent fascists. The system guarantees 
that the replacement will be worse, due to 
the fact that California’s recall system goes 
to the highest vote getter in a crowded field 
of terrible candidates – if a “yes” vote on 
the recall passes. That’s right, if the “yeses” 
win, the governor becomes the person 
with the most votes on a list of nearly 
fifty candidates. Though the field appears 
less crowded than 2003, the contenders in 
this race are still abysmal. A pro-Trump 
Republican could win. Another right-wing 
celebrity could take it. Or if we’re “lucky” 
we could have a Silicon Valley billionaire 
looking to establish some “progressive” 
cred. And most important, there’s nobody 
on the list of people who could win that 
is more amenable to left politics than 
Newsom.
      Aside from the possible replacements, 
we’ve got another reason that we don’t 
want Newsom to be replaced. The fight for 
Medicare for All, right now, goes through 
California. Newsom campaigned on the 
promise that he would request waivers 
from the federal government for California 
to establish state-level medicare for all. He 
even did make the request prior to Biden’s 
inauguration (knowing, of course, that it 
would be denied). Any hope of winning 
California Medicare for All rests on a 
governor willing to request those waivers, 
and a governor who owes his office to this 
pro-business recall is much less likely to 
take these actions than Newsom, as odious 
as he is.
     Ultimately, voting in recall elections, 
just like all elections, are one battlefield on 
which socialists have to assess and make 
tactical choices based on what gives us the 
best opportunity to win real power. There’s 
no power that can be won for the Left in 
this election, but a successful recall will 
hand more power to our most barbarous 
opponents on the fascist right. Vote No on 
the recall, but let’s not spend any time on 
the campaign. We have other organizing to 
do.

OP ED: NEWSOM RECALL

CRENSHAW MALL
...Continued from p.1

    In addition to Downtown Crenshaw 
evaluating our many legal options, we 
are aware of at least four lawsuits that are 
currently being discussed by public pension 
fund members, civil rights organizations, 
and another qualified Black bidder that was 
passed over. 
     Downtown Crenshaw did everything 
that was asked of us despite repeated 
gamesmanship by the public pension 
funds and Deutsche Bank/DWS. We 
outbid Harridge and submitted a fully-
financed offer of $115 million with more 
favorable terms. We secured the backing 
of mission-aligned financial partners, 
who want to see our community uplifted 
not uprooted. We engaged in a historic 
fundraising campaign where we raised $28 
million in philanthropy in just two weeks. 
We assembled a world-class development 
team that included national experts in 
community-centered development, along 
with the developers who rebuilt the 
World Trade Center after 9/11. And most 
importantly, we worked collectively and 
transparently with the community to craft 
a community-centered vision for the mall 
and a mechanism by which stakeholders 
could buy shares in the mall. With over 
2,300 members and the support of over 
300 community groups we have built a 
movement that will continue to fight for 
community control of our Crenshaw Mall 
and will fight Schwartzman every step of 
the way until he is out of our community 
for good. Simultaneously, we will continue 
to advance the many other programs of our 
transformative effort to liberate the land 
and stabilize Black communities, known 
as the Liberty Ecosystem. 
     Racists rigged the rules to steal our 
community’s 40 acres to put it in the 
hands of a racist, but we will win them 

back by any means necessary. The war for 
Black community self-determination and 
liberation continues, and the community 
will win. This statement is online here: 
https://www.downtowncrenshaw.com/the_
battle_for_the_crenshaw_mall_continues
     Weekly coordinating meetings are  
happening at 6:30 pm every Wednesday 
via zoom. Please join with your cameras 
on! Downtown Crenshaw & Liberty 
CLT Coordinating Meeting: https://
us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZIkf-sHdIt1OuN10eUWofGpBSw1xX7. 
Follow us on social media for updates. 
This is all moving very fast and decisions 
are being made quickly. Follow us on 
social media for the most timely updates: 
Instagram, Facebook, Twitter
Have you signed up to become a member 
of Downtown Crenshaw yet?! 

#Put5OnIt: 
https://www.downtowncrenshaw.com/

donate

[- p. 7 -]
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Afghan Crisis Must End the US Empire
 of War, Corruption and Poverty

by Medea Benjamin and Nicolas J. S. Davies, of CodePINK
     People have been shocked by videos of thousands of Afghans risking their lives to 
flee the Taliban’s return to power in their country - and then by an Islamic State suicide 
bombing and ensuing massacre by U.S. forces that together killed at least 170 people, 
including 13 U.S. troops.
     Even as UN agencies warn of an impending humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, the 
U.S. Treasury has frozen nearly all of the Afghan Central Bank’s $9.4 billion in foreign 
currency reserves, depriving the new government of funds that it will desperately need 
in the coming months to feed its people and provide basic services. Under pressure 
from the Biden administration, the International Monetary Fund decided not to release 
$450 million in funds that were scheduled to be sent to Afghanistan to help the country 
cope with the coronavirus pandemic. 
     The U.S. and other Western countries have also halted humanitarian aid to 
Afghanistan. After chairing a G7 summit on Afghanistan on August 24, U.K. Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson said that withholding aid and recognition gave them “very 
considerable leverage - economic, diplomatic and political” over the Taliban. 
     Western politicians couch this leverage in terms of human rights, but they are clearly 
trying to ensure that their Afghan allies retain some power in the new government, 
and that Western influence and interests in Afghanistan do not end with the Taliban’s 
return. This leverage is being exercised in dollars, pounds and euros, but it will be paid 
for in Afghan lives.
     To read or listen to Western analysts, one would think that the US and its allies’ 20-
year war was a benign and beneficial effort to modernize the country, liberate Afghan 
women and provide healthcare, education and good jobs, and that this has all now been 
swept away by capitulation to the Taliban. 
     The reality is quite different, and not so hard to understand. The US spent $2.26 
trillion on its war in Afghanistan. Spending that kind of money in any country should 
have lifted most people out of poverty. But the vast bulk of those funds, about $1.5 
trillion, went to absurd, stratospheric military spending to maintain the U.S. military 
occupation, drop over 80,000 bombs and missiles on Afghans, pay private contractors, 
and transport troops, weapons and military equipment back and forth around the world 
for 20 years. 
     Since the US fought this war with borrowed money, it has also cost half a trillion 
dollars in interest payments alone, which will continue far into the future. Medical 
and disability costs for U.S. soldiers wounded in Afghanistan already amount to over 
$175 billion, and they will likewise keep mounting as the soldiers age. Medical and 
disability costs for the U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan could eventually top a trillion 
dollars.
      So what about “rebuilding Afghanistan”? Congress appropriated $144 billion for 
reconstruction in Afghanistan since 2001, but $88 billion of that was spent to recruit, 
arm, train and pay the Afghan “security forces” that have now disintegrated, with 
soldiers returning to their villages or joining the Taliban. Another $15.5 billion spent 
between 2008 and 2017 was documented as “waste, fraud and abuse” by the U.S. 
Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction.
     The crumbs left over, less than 2% of total U.S. spending on Afghanistan, amount 
to about $40 billion, which should have provided some benefit to the Afghan people 
in economic development, healthcare, education, infrastructure and humanitarian 
aid.  But, as in Iraq, the government the U.S. installed in Afghanistan was notoriously 
corrupt, and its corruption only became more entrenched and systemic over time. 
Transparency International (TI) has consistently ranked U.S.-occupied Afghanistan as 
among the most corrupt countries in the world.
     Western readers may think that this 
corruption is a long-standing problem in 
Afghanistan, as opposed to a particular feature 
of the U.S. occupation, but this is not the case. 
TI notes that ”it is widely recognized that the 
scale of corruption in the post-2001 period has 
increased over previous levels.” A 2009 report 
by the Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development warned that “corruption 
has soared to levels not seen in previous 
administrations.” Those administrations would 
include the Taliban government that U.S. 
invasion forces removed from power in 2001, 
and the Soviet-allied socialist governments 
that were overthrown by the U.S.-deployed 
precursors of Al Qaeda and the Taliban in the 
1980s, destroying the substantial progress they 
had made in education, healthcare and women’s 
rights.
      A 2010 report by former Reagan Pentagon 
official Anthony H. Cordesman, entitled “How 
America Corrupted Afghanistan”, chastised 
the U.S. government for throwing gobs of 
money into that country with virtually no 
accountability. The NY Times reported in 2013 
that every month for a decade, the CIA had been 
dropping off suitcases, backpacks and even 
plastic shopping bags stuffed with U.S. dollars 
for the Afghan president to bribe warlords and 
politicians.
     Corruption also undermined the very areas 
that Western politicians now hold up as the 
successes of the occupation, like education 
and healthcare. The education system has been 
riddled with schools, teachers, and students 
that exist only on paper. Afghan pharmacies 
are stocked with fake, expired or low quality 
medicines, many smuggled in from neighboring 
Pakistan. At the personal level, corruption was 
fueled by civil servants like teachers earning 
only one-tenth the salaries of better-connected 
Afghans working for foreign NGOs and 
contractors. 
     Rooting out corruption and improving 
Afghan lives has always been secondary to 
the primary U.S. goal of fighting the Taliban 
and maintaining or extending its puppet 
government’s control. As TI reported, “The 
U.S. has intentionally paid different armed 
groups and Afghan civil servants to ensure 
cooperation and/or information, and cooperated 
with governors regardless of how corrupt they 

were… Corruption has undermined the U.S. 
mission in Afghanistan by fuelling grievances 
against the Afghan government and channelling 
material support to the insurgency.”
     The endless violence of the U.S. occupation 
and the corruption of the U.S.-backed 
government boosted popular support for the 
Taliban, especially in rural areas where three 
quarters of Afghans live. The intractable poverty 
of occupied Afghanistan also contributed to the 
Taliban victory, as people naturally questioned 
how their occupation by wealthy countries like 
the United States and its Western allies could 
leave them in such abject poverty.
     Well before the current crisis, the number of 
Afghans reporting that they were struggling to 
live on their current income increased from 60% 
in 2008 to 90% by 2018. A 2018  Gallup poll 
found the lowest levels of self-reported “well-
being” that Gallup has ever recorded anywhere 
in the world. Afghans not only reported record 
levels of misery but also unprecedented 
hopelessness about their future.
     Despite some gains in education for girls, 
only a third of Afghan girls attended primary 
school in 2019 and only 37% of adolescent 
Afghan girls were literate. One reason that so 
few children go to school in Afghanistan is that 
more than two million children between the 
ages of 6 and 14 have to work to support their 
poverty-stricken families.  
     Yet instead of atoning for our role in keeping 
most Afghans mired in poverty, Western leaders 
are now cutting off desperately needed economic 
and humanitarian aid that was funding three 
quarters of Afghanistan’s public sector and 
made up 40% of its total GDP.  In effect, the 
US and its allies are responding to losing the 
war by threatening the Taliban and the people 
of Afghanistan with a second, economic war. 
If the new Afghan government does not give 
in to their “leverage” and meet their demands, 
our leaders will starve their people and then 
blame the Taliban for the ensuing famine and 
humanitarian crisis, just as they demonize and 
blame other victims of U.S. economic warfare, 
from Cuba to Iran. 
     After pouring trillions of dollars into endless 
war in Afghanistan, America’s main duty now 
is to help the 40 million Afghans who have not 
fled their country, as they try to recover from the 
terrible wounds and trauma of the war America 
inflicted on them, as well as a massive drought 

that devastated 40% of their crops this year and 
a crippling third wave of covid-19. 
     The U.S. should release the $9.4 billion 
in Afghan funds held in U.S. banks. It should 
shift the $6 billion allocated for the now 
defunct Afghan armed forces to humanitarian 
aid, instead of diverting it to other forms of 
wasteful military spending. It should encourage 
European allies and the IMF not to withhold 
funds. Instead, they should fully fund the UN 
2021 appeal for $1.3 billion in emergency aid, 
which as of late August was less than 40% 
funded.
     Once upon a time, the US helped its British 
and Soviet allies to defeat Germany and Japan, 
and then helped to rebuild them as healthy, 
peaceful and prosperous countries. For all this 

country’s serious faults - its racism, its crimes 
against humanity in Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
and its neocolonial relations with poorer 
countries - it held up a promise of prosperity 
that people in many countries around the world 
were ready to follow.  If all the US has to offer 
other countries today is the war, corruption and 
poverty it brought to Afghanistan, then the world 
is wise to be moving on and looking at new 
models to follow: new experiments in popular 
and social democracy; renewed emphasis 
on national sovereignty and international 
law; alternatives to the use of military force 
to resolve international problems; and more 
equitable ways of organizing internationally 
to tackle global crises like the Covid pandemic 
and the climate disaster.


