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GET CONNECTED -- CHANGE THE WORLD!

More Information About These and Other
Events in the Calendar, beginning p. 3:

Aug 1 - Peoples Strike - No Rent!

Aug. 6, 9
Remember Hiroshima & Nagasaki
Atomic Bombings by U.S.
Black August:
Commemorate George Jackson,
Jonathan Jackson,
& other freedom fighters
Aug. 29
50th Anniversary of E.L.A.
Chicano Moratorium
15th Anniversary of Hurricane
Katrina in New Orleans

CHILDREN
OF THE CORN

{col.writ.7/13/20} © 2020 by Mumia Abu-Jamal
When we think of politicians, we too often see
them as great, even mighty figures, seemingly
larger than life.
That’s because of how the media projects
them - and far too often, protects them.
But in times like these, times of plague, crises,
massive failures of institutions, and yes, of death,
we begin to see them differently.

For some, the spell is broken. We see them as
they are, flawed beings, driven by ambition and
hunger for power.
It ain’t a pretty picture.
US president Trump’s recent so-called order
(it sounds like more of a threat) to re-open
schools has fallen like a lead balloon. It’s like
ordering parents to send their children into a
burning building - with no masks!
And although the coronavirus is invisible, it
is burning, bringing the nation to its knees with
its effect of bone-wracking sickness - and tens of
thousand of deaths.
For these aren’t the children of the wealthy;
they’re the children of the poor and working
classes - the children of the common people.
And does anyone believe this dude cares about
them?
Children - these children - are like little more
than rhesus monkeys being used in a grand
experiment — and they are just as expendable.
For this is about politics - the politics of
illusion, to show control - when nothing could be
more out of control.
These children are [being used as] extras in a
campaign commercial, to support the reelection
of a politician who couldn’t care less.
— (c) ‘20 maj

STOP THE WARS - PEACE,

EQUALITY & JUSTICE FOR ALL!

Why the U.S. Failed Miserably,

and China Won the Fight Against COVID-19

by Lee Siu Hin, Action-LA Network

In January 2020, several cases of viral pneumonia of unknown origin were detected in the central Chinese city of
Wuhan. No one knew exactly what the virus was, hence the vague identifier of “coronavirus” so popularly known today.
Thousands of miles away in the U.S., when the virus was believed not to have reached its soil yet, right-wing U.S. elites,
media, and politicians began using cruel words and ridicule against China, calling the virus “China’s Chernobyl”. U.S.
Senator Tom Cotton, famous for his antiChina rhetoric, along with the right-wing
media and the “liberal” Washington Post,
began spreading the “Wuhan military labmade virus” conspiracy theory.
by Michael Novick, Anti-Racist Action-L.A.
I was in China at the time. As a Chinese(https://antiracist.org/we-must-go-all-the-way-this-time/)
American community activist, I had been
There is no question that a profound and long-overdue collective working and traveling between China
self-examination and cultural revolution is now going on in the United and the U.S. for a bi-national solidarity
States, not uniformly
activism project and working
or
universally,
but
in the medical field. Due to
significantly and with
the increased U.S. cold-war
far-reaching impact. The
hostilities against China, we
Sierra Club has disowned
organized a 21-person U.K./
John Muir for his deeply
U.S. activist delegation to China
racist views about Black
in December, 2019-January
people and others. Planned
2020. We traveled from Beijing
Parenthood has done the
along the Silk Road to Urumqi,
same with Margaret Sanger
China, the capital of Xingjian
for her eugenicist racism
province. Our main purpose was
that motivated her efforts
a fact-finding tour to fight U.S.to reduce the population of
Western propaganda against
allegedly inferior people.
China regarding Xingjian. We
The state of Mississippi,
met many people and talked to
last holdout, removed the
Muslims and Uyghurs about the
Confederate battle flag from its state flag, and the state capital, Jackson, true situation.
took down an equestrian statue of Andrew Jackson.
Right after New Year, on the tour bus
The removal of Confederate statues and memorials has extended to Dunhuang, China, we heard breaking
also not just to Columbus, and to slave traders in England and colonizers news of the U.S. assassination of Iranian
in France, but to a revision in the view of Grant and Lincoln for their Gen. Qasem Soleimani, and the small but
involvement in wars against indigenous people, especially the Plains developing news about a mysterious virus
Indians, to rejection of the memorial to Sir Francis Drake in San Francisco that broke out in Wuhan, China. By the
as an example of the false Anglicization of California history, as well time we returned to Beijing on Jan. 7, the
as statues to Junipero Serra. Descendants of Thomas Jefferson have situation in Wuhan seemed to be getting
suggested removing the memorial to him. The Congressional proposal serious, with more and more local news
to rename military bases that commemorate Confederates led Trump to coverage and public health warnings.
threaten a veto of the National Defense Authorization Act.
I stayed in China until January 20, 2020
Those measures can be dismissed as showboating and symbolism, and flew back to the US three days before
since renaming a military base still leaves it operational to carry out the Chinese government ordered Wuhan’s
military aggression, or removing the portrait of a US Senator leaves lockdown and tens of thousands of medical
the anti-democratic US Senate intact, yet they reflect the much larger, workers were sent to the city. It became
broader, deeper and more militant solidarity with Black peoples’ struggle the biggest medical emergency mission in
for racial justice and against racist police murders and mistreatment with human history.
impunity that has seized the imagination of a majority of so-called white
Based on my medical experience, I
people in the US for the first time. And many more concrete and risky knew it could develop into a health crisis,
actions have taken place, including, as reported in Popular Mechanics, but no one could expect a pandemic to
not known as a publication devoted to pressing social issues, that 1500 emerge and become a major global crisis
mathematicians have signed a pledge to refuse to participate in the that would deeply affect each and every
development or application of algorithms for use in racist predictive country. This was a turning point in history
policing, which provides a veneer of science to racial profiling and that occurred over the course of just a few
police abuse of power.
weeks.
United Teachers Los Angeles called for the elimination of the LA
It seemed with every passing day less
Schools Police Dept, an agency larger than the Pasadena PD, and after was known about the pandemic, yet China
stalling around, Jackie Goldberg was embarrassed and forced into beat the odds by completely containing
backing a 35% cut in the LASPD funding, which was adopted by the the virus within 3 months. When the
school board. Thousands of tech workers have pressured their bosses to Wuhan lock-down officially ended on
deal with racist platforms enabled by social media. Twitter pulled the April 8, 2020, it marked the official end
plug on 7000 Q-Anon accounts, and reddit finally cleaned out a rat’s-nest of the COVID-19 crisis in China. But the
of racist sub-reddits. Protesters pouring back into the streets of Portland pandemic would spread rapidly to Europe
in the face of Trump’s faceless thugs express the fearlessness that the and the U.S. became the COVID-19
times demand. These developments come in response to the Black-led epicenter in the world with nearly a quarter
movement that has placed these issues unavoidably front and center.
of all global cases and deaths.
But the question remains, how do we overcome the increasingly
The success of China’s struggle against
reactionary and violent white nationalist backlash and the state repression? the virus and the U.S. failure, demonstrates
Trump’s not-so-secret police, augmented by Erik Prince’s mercenaries, the success of China’s socialist system,
can be outflanked by massive protests not just in the cities where they and the failure & dysfunction of the U.S.
are mobilized, but in every city in the US, as in the first wave of George capitalist system. It also shows that the
Floyd protests. They’ve got the guns but we’ve got the numbers.
arrogance of the U.S. from left to right, due
More critically, how do we separate the real changes from the window to the ceaseless anti-communist cold war
dressing, and how avoid the snares of cooptation, that always works hand against China, meant that the U.S. could
in glove with coercion to try to derail and defuse transformative popular not put aside differences and learn from
movements?
China’s successful experience.

Transforming Resistance
into Revolution

See: “Resistance Into Revolution,” p. 7

See: “U.S. vs China,” p. 7

Change-Links Monthly Poetry Corner
“Black and Brown
Fight To night”

By David A. Romero [Excerpt]
Black
African-American
By way of West Africa
Transatlantic slave trade
From American plantations
To the first private prison
From the prisons to the fields
Fields to the factories
Factories to unemployment
Unemployment to poverty
The inner city
Smoldering
Almost no way out
But
Sports
Conditioning
Fists
Flying.
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IN MEMORY OF

“Black and Brown Fight Tonight” is included in My Name Is Romero, a book
of poetry by David A. Romero, published by FlowerSong Press of McAllen,
TX. My Name Is Romero is available now at www.flowersongpress.com.

Co-founder & Editor John Johnson,
b. July 4, 1944 - d. April 13, 2014
Editorial Staff: Terrie Brady, Donna Buell, Bella
De Soto, Uncle Don B. Fanning, Greg Foisie,
David A. Romero is a Mexican-American spoken word artist from Diamond
Derrick Hall, Jeffrey Hirsch, Ray Jones, Michael
Bar, CA. Romero is the author of My Name Is Romero (FlowerSong Press
Novick, Dean Ruby, David Troy & others.
2020), a book reviewed by Gustavo Arellano (¡Ask a Mexican!), Curtis Marez
(University Babylon), and founding member of Ozomatli, Ulises Bella. Romero
Deadline for articles and ads is the 15th,
has appeared at over seventy-five colleges and universities in over 30 different
deadline for calendar items is the 20th
states in the USA. Learn more at www.davidaromero.com

In Memoriam: Mimi Soltysik

of the month before publication.

Material in Change-Links is licensed under Creative

Mimi Soltysik, a committed socialist with the Socialist Party USA, passed on June 28, 2020 from Commons, unless copyright by the author, and may be
fatal liver cancer. Born September 30, 1974 in Reading, PA, he was the son of Mark S. and Beverly used with permission and attribution to Change-Links or the
original author or source.
M. (Camilli) Soltysik. His loving wife and partner of 13-1/2 years is Lynn M. Lomibao. Mimi was a
1992 graduate of Schuylkill Valley High School. He received his BS in Political Science from Troy
University, Troy, Alabama and Master of Public Administration from Cal State Northridge. At the Change-Links is a non-profit under the fiscal sponsorship
of the Alliance for Global Justice (AFGJ). Donations of $250
time of his passing, Mimi was employed by The Maggie Phair Institute as a political educator. Mimi and above are tax deductible. Just send a check to
was a devoted activist for human rights, a lover of great music. Emidio “Mimi” Soltysik was Chair
our P.O. Box made out to:
for the LA Chapter of the Socialist Party USA and the party’s nominee for President of the US in the
AFGJ/Change-Links.
2016 election alongside Angela Nicole Walker, vice-presidential nominee. He was an active member
of the Stop LAPD Spying Coalition.
This is an independent collective activity. We welcome your
Having suffered this great loss,
involvement to keep the paper and website alive. Views
his family and friends are mourning
expressed in Change-Links are those of the authors, and
not necessarily those of Change-Links, its volunteers, or
the untimely passing. His devoted
sponsors. Letters of comment are welcome!
partner, Lynn Lomibao, shared
his highs and lows at every turn.
WHAT YOU CAN DO:
They had a long, loving, devoted
If you can help sell ads, collect items for the
relationship…Lynn has expressed
monthly calendar, do print layout, handle a
much sorrow since Mimi’s passing,
wordpress website, or do copy editing and
she’s remained focused on the big
proof-reading -- Change Links needs you!
picture, her life and Socialism.
Please email changelinks2@gmail.com to
https://m.facebook.com/lomigirl22.
volunteer and learn more. We hope you will step
Excerpt from an interview with
up if you value the paper!
Mimi by Eoin Higgins
on commondreams.org:
On the 2nd Wed. each month we have a
teleconference call to plan the next issue.
MS: I was born in Reading,
Email us at changelinks2@gmail.com for
Pennsylvania, went to grade school
details. The last Thursday eve. each month,
there, and moved just outside the city
we gather at the Peace Center at 7:30
when I was in elementary school. I
Emidio “Mimi” Soltysik, 1974-2020; Rest in Power & Peace
PM
for a mailing and bundle-distribution
was basically a punk rock, skateboarding kid who played key roles in that process.
party
and a discussion about the following
There’s one thing I’d like to add: A small group
hated being told what to do. I frequently found myself
month’s
issue. To get involved, call or email
in trouble. Unfortunately, it wasn’t the run-of-the-mill of us were starting to do work around Los Angeles.
We’d collect and deliver goods for survivors of human as below to make sure of the date & time.
high school shenanigans kind of trouble.
After high school was over, I played music trafficking, collect bicycles for young people in South
We have poetry in each issue; send submissions to:
professionally for about fifteen years. I had a lot of fun, Los Angeles, things like that.
changelinks2@gmail.com. Please include a bio & photo.
Almost without fail, staff at the non-profit agencies
I think. As a matter of fact, that was really all I cared
Submit articles, preferably in .doc format, to:
about. I developed some habits that really took a toll on we’d work with would tell us some variation of “this
changelinks2@gmail.com.
my health, and by my early-thirties, I pretty much ran is like trying to cure cancer with a band aid.”
Calendar
items
to same address, (Change-Links calendar
I understood. Shortly after, I started to do a bit of
out of steam.
item
in
subject
line);
include title of event, day, date, time,
For a bit, the thought of trying to pull myself together research, hoping to find a place where I could work
location,
fee
if
any,
a
short
description, contact information
felt like it would require more effort than I could muster. to help fight the cancer, and, eventually, I found the
for sponsors, and a small jpg graphic if you have one.
Socialist Party USA.
But I did start to clear my head a bit.
Please
spell out all words and capitalize street names, etc.
I started trying to learn. That was tough. I frequently
found myself confused and frustrated. As time passed, EH: What differentiates the Socialist Party USA $5 donation for calendar listings
I think I started to really see the value in listening, from Socialist Alternative and the Party for Socialist
is appreciated.
hearing the voices in my community.
Liberation? Do you feel allied with them?
That was really, really painful. I felt pretty ill equipped MS: I’m not in either of those organizations, so I
Payable to AFGJ/Change Links
to process what I was hearing. One foot in front of the can’t really speak much to how they operate. What
at the address below:
other, moving forward, I started to take an interest I can tell you is that I’m glad I am a member of the
in socialism, and began to make some connections. Socialist Party USA.
Change Links
Finally, I think I achieved some clarity, and I might not
I feel allied with most anyone who seeks the
P. O. Box 34236
have the words to express what that felt like. But, here overthrow of capitalism. The sectarianism on the Left
Los Angeles, CA 90034-0236
is exhausting and so incredibly time-consuming if
I am…
Phone: (951) 638-9259
EH: How did you become involved in radical politics? you allow yourself to engage in that sort of bullshit. I
E-mail: changelinks2@gmail.com
MS: Many of those experiences I mentioned earlier just don’t have time for it.
Web Site: http://www.change-links.org
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August 2020 50th Anniv. Chicano Moratorium
Listings subject to change. Contact sponsor to verify date, time & venue. See www.change-links.org for full late listings, recurring events, & resources.

Change Links can’t publish without
your support. Send events, articles or
poetry to changelinks2@gmail.com
or via http://change-links.org/submit/
Please subscribe as well. Subscriptions
to the print edition are $12/25/50 a
year, low income, regular or sustainer
(sliding scale), Payable to “AFGJ,”
our fiscal sponsor, with “Change
Links” in the memo. All events
announced are encouraged to donate
$5 (per event), payable to AFGJ, mail
to Change Links, PO Box 34236, LA
90034. It helps keep this publication
solvent. Thanks in advance.

corner of Wilshire Bl & Parkview St, LA
90057, free produce distribution. https://
www.facebook.com/raclosangeles/

In light of the current COVID-19
global pandemic, and quarantines
in California, the Change Links
Calendar has also been affected by
cancellation of events and closure of
venues. Consequently, we will print
fewer copies and mail out more until
further notice. You’ll notice there are
empty dates on this calendar. Most
have turned to virtual meetings via
teleconferencing, etc. Therefore, we
strongly suggest that you contact any
event listing of interest in this Calendar
before you attend, as the ones listed
herein were posted prior to actual
circumstances reaching a heightened
level of awareness..
Please contact the event by phone,
email or website for updates.

3rd Sunday, SoCal350 monthly
meeting, 3-5 p, Physical meeting
cancelled, virtual “meeting” scheduled.
http://bit.ly/SoCal350Updates;
facebook.com/SoCal350
Climate
Action.

Change Links urges all our subscribers
and readers to administer all necessary
precautions, to insure their safety. You
will find a number of related articles to
COVID-19 in our print and electronic
issue. We will continue to update you
going forward. We advise you as well to
do your personal research for updates
from all available sources to you. We
face a difficult time, and wish you and
yours good health and tranquility as we
weather this together.
Peace vigils: http://change-links.org/
ongoing-peace-vigils-and-communityprograms/
Other Calendars:
http://ocprogressiveevents.info/,
http://la.indymedia.org/calendar/,
https://www.facebook.com/pg/
ieprogressivealliance/events/,
http://www.activistsandiego.org/event,
https://vcpjn.org/calendar/,
https://echoparkfilmcenter.org
On-Going & Continuing Events

Sundays, Serve the People LA,
4-6p, Mariachi Plaza, 1817 E 1st St,
LA 90033. STPLA free food & clothing
distributions (along with books, shoes,
etc). We also engage the community on
happenings around the neighborhood
and city, learn about grievances and
provide legal services with help from
the LA Ctr for Community Law & Action.
https://servethepeoplela.wordpress.
com/

Mondays, PeoplesStrike organizing
calls, 9a PDT, zoom call https://
peoplesstrike.org/
https://www.
facebook.com/PeoplesStrike
mayday2020generalstrike@gmail.com
for details
Mondays,
Support
Honduran
Refugees, 6-8p, Central American
Resource Center (CARECEN-LA),
2845 W 7th St, LA.
Respond to
Trump’s zero tolerance policies on
Refugees and Asylum. Offices are
closed, called for details: (213)-3857800. In the San Fernando Valley: 213385-7800 ext. 122
Tuesdays, Join Black Lives Matter,
Stop LAPD Spying and allies at LA
Police Commission meeting at LAPD
HQ, 9:30a, 100 W. 1st St to speak
out against racist police murders with
impunity. Police Commission meetings
are being held via Zoom call, with the
option to call in by phone to observe
and (occasionally and arbitrarily) to
comment. They have been keeping a lot

of people from being heard. http://www.
lapdonline.org/police_commission
for
official information www.stoplapdspying.
org for movement talking points. A recent
meeting was livestreamed on YouTube by
KTLA and had 67,000 views.

Tuesday eves, Stop LAPD Spying
Coalition meetings have been changed
to teleconference. LA CAN, 838 E. 6th
St. LA, CA 90021, is closed to the public.
http://stoplapdspying.org - see website for
meeting topics. https://www.facebook.com/
stoplapdspying

1st of each month, PeoplesStrike
actions called by a national united
front coalition initiated by Cooperation
Jackson in Mississippi (see Mondays for
more into). www.cooperationjackson.
org

Tuesdays, 8:30-10p, Second Draft LA,
open mic cold read of writing and acting
at Art Share-LA, 801 E 4th Pl, LA 90013.
https://artsharela.org (213) 687-4278.
Website now describes virtual galleries
and at-home “concerts” so this has
probably been made virtual. https://zoom.

3rd Sunday, KPFK Local Station
Board meeting, 10:30a-2:30p. Open
to the public with 3 opportunities for
short public comments. Check www.
kpfk.org for other meetings, including
LSB committees. The meetings will
be conducted via Zoom or a Maestro
conference audio conference call.
Further info announced over KPFK
90.7 FM air waves and kpfk.org or
kpftx.org

Wednesdays, 3-6p, Black Lives Matterled vigil vs. DA Jackie Lacey with families
who have lost loved ones to police &
sheriff’s deputies succeeded in denying
DA Lacey immediate re-election and forced
her into a November run-off. 3p, 211 W.
Temple Bl, Downtown LA. www.blmla.org
The physical vigil has returned with larger
crowds and an earlier start at 3 instead of
4 pm.

Sundays, RAC-LA Food Program
(El Programa Comida) Revolutionary
Autonomous Communities, 1-5p, SE

us/j/9103444651 Pwd: artshare

Wednesdays, 6-7:30p, LA CAN Legal
Clinic, LA CAN, 838 E. 6th St. LA, CA
90021. Suspended until further notice. Call

-3-

213.228.0024 for information about how to
address needs of unhoused people during
the COVID-19 outbreak and beyond.
3rd Wed, 7p, Community Alternatives
to 9-1-1 training, Chuco’s Justice Center
of Youth Justice Coalition. 7625 S. Central
Ave, LA 90001. Check for status: 323-2354243 action@youth4justice.org/
Last Wed, 7p “Socialism Now!” Peace
& Freedom Party monthly meeting, 2617
S. Hauser Bl., LA, 90016 (Steps South
from Adams Blvd. (just east of Fairfax
Ave.) www.Peace&FreedomParty.org-LA
Chapter. Presumably not happening inperson until physical distancing demands
can be lifted.
1st Thursday, 6-8p, Justice Not Jails,
has switched to a virtual meeting. https://
zoom.us/j/529548178 You can also call in
by dialing: 301 715 8592 US Meeting ID:
529 548 17. RSVP to Larry Foy at: Lfoy@
im4humanintegrity.org.

Contact Sustainable Economic Enterprises:
www.seela.org for other farmer’s markets
that are also continuing with physical
distancing (in Echo Park, Hollywood,
Atwater Village and on Central Avenue in
South LA).
Every
1st
and
3rd
Sat:
End
Homelessness Now-LA, 2-4pm, a
grassroots campaign to pressure LA city
and county officials to use vacant public
properties for large, permanent, supportive
public housing to end the homelessness
catastrophe. Call or email for information
on how or whether meetings will continue..
323-723-6416 endhomelessnessnowla@
gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/
endhomelessnessnowla/
Every 2nd & 4th Sat, SOLA Food CoOp www.solafoodcoop.com/ Baldwin Hills
Farmers Market is closed. SOLA Co-Op
has been taking some orders for pick-up.

Fridays, Vigil for Peace & Justice,
5-6p, sponsored by KPFK LSB Outreach
Committee & friends has been suspended
until further notice.

2nd and 4th Sat, Chuco’s Justice
Center legal clinic: 10a-12n, 7625 S
Central Ave LA 90001, 323-235-4243.
Prepare for Court - Build a Participatory
Defense Strategy, Petition to Have Your
Name Removed from a Gang Database
or Gang Injunction, Expunge Your Criminal
or Juvenile Record Prepare for the Parole
Board / Commutations and Pardons /
Get Prop 47 Relief Immigration Law /
Deportation Defense. Contact to find out
how information is being made available:
info@youth4justice.org
323-235-4243
http://www.youth4justice.org/  

Fridays, Montrose Peace Vigil, 5:30-7p,
since 2006! NW corner of Ocean View Bl
and Honolulu Av, Montrose, CA 91020.
http://montrosepeacevigil.proboards.com/

Every Sat, JVP - CodePINK Vigil for
Palestine & Migrant Rights, 2-4p, 3rd St.
Promenade at Arizona Ave., Santa Monica
suspended until further notice.

1st & 3rd Fri, LA Poverty Department
Movie Nights, 7p, Skid Row History
Museum & Archive, 250 S. Broadway, LA
90012.
movienights@lapovertydept.org.
213-413-1077. Suspended for the duration.

Last Saturday, Move to Amend Local
Meeting, 1-3p, Holy Grounds Coffee &
Tea, 5371 Alhambra Ave, LA 90032, 323255-1279. Call to check, venue probably
closed.

3rd Fri: Lawyers in the Library, 1-4p,
www.lalawlibrary.org/classes,
213-7852516, 301 W. 1st, LA 90012. Not happening.
All libraries in the city and county, as well as
Santa Monica and other cities are closed.

All Laughtears.com events are semipostponed, new dates TBA. We’ll be
meeting in the clouds a la
Richard Brautigan, who said, “Everyone
has a place in history. Mine is clouds.” Feel
safe! Call Gerry Fialka for weekly zoom &
video chat sessions 310-306-7330, email:
pfsuzy@aol.com.

Fridays, Interfaith Communities United
for Justice & Peace forum, 7-9a, has
switched to a virtual meeting on zoom or
dial in by phone: 669-900-6833 For details
and to prevent zoom-bombing, contact
communications@icujp.org for an invitation
and instructions.

Saturdays, Crenshaw Farmers Market,
10a-3p, 3650 Martin Luther King Blvd.
offers fresh produce and artisan goods. Ties
into the mall’s health initiative promoting
wellness in the Crenshaw community.
This farmers’ market has re-opened!

UndocU 2.0 Conference postponed
til Fall 2020. http://www.cla.csulb.edu/
departments/gms/undocu-2-0/
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BLACK AUGUST 2020
AUG 1 - SAT
PeoplesStrike actions and
broadcast, see Ongoing Actions for
details.
World Beyond War California,
zoom call, 1 p.m Pacific. RSVP:
https://actionnetwork.org/events/
california-chapter-meeting/ We will
inform ourselves of the challenges
and possibilities for a peaceful world
through reading and discussion.
Please read pages 1-25 of
Comprehensive Peace Education:
Educating for Global Responsibility:
https://worldbeyondwar.org/ wpcontent/uploads/2020/07/BettyReardon-Comprehensive-PeaceEducation_-Educating-For-GlobalResponsibility-Teachers-CollegePress-1988.pdf. We’ll continue
conversations from our last meeting
about working on peace education
at the local and state level. infol:
bobmckechnie@earthlink.net.
AUG 2 - SUN

Executive Director of Organizing and
Programs for the LA Black Worker
Center. For more information, call
Joanne at 310-422-5431.

Public Reading Group: “Rosa
Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation,
and Marx’s Philosophy of
Revolution”, 6-8p, International
Marxist-Humanist Organization, via
zoom: https://imhojournal.us6.list-manage.com/track/

click?u=efe27b597a0ed70a6ad73dd93&id=a87a20ba09&e=3547a640bb

With introductory remarks by
Lilia D. Monzo, Professor at
Chapman University and author
of “A Revolutionary Subject:
Pedagogy of Women of Color and
Indigeneity”. Our discussions during
the upcoming weeks will cover
topics like Race, class, gender, and
revolution; Dialectics as philosophy
and as principle of organization;
The relationship of spontaneity
to revolutionary organization;
Rosa Luxemburg vs. V.I. Lenin on
revolutionary democracy. More
information: <arise@imhojournal.org>

Coalition for Racial Justice:
WHAT’S GOING ON? TWO
PANDEMICS, 6:30-8:30p zoom
meeting
If you’re not on the CRJ email list,
call Joanne for the zoom link 310422-5431. The Pandemic is far
from over. Still worse, the virus is
assaulting the Black community with
disproportionate ferocity. Thus, the
Black Community faces at least two
plagues at once: the relatively new
plague of Covid 19, and the very old
plague of racism. Workshop will focus,
therefore, on the question of how
the local Black Community is during
this crisis in terms of physical health,
mental health, and economic health.
In addition, remedies will be proposed
and discussed. Speaker: Janel Bailey.
Previously with SEIU in the midwest
and Worker Center for Racial Justice
in Chicago, Ms. Bailey is now Co-

AUG 9 - SUN

LA and what people can learn today.
Propose agenda: 1) A short video
about D2K LA; 2) Introductions; 3)
Panel of speakers (3-5 min each);
4) Q & A, Open Discussion. If you
were part of the DNC2K LA 2000
organizing & want to share your
story, please contact activistweb@
gmail.com Register: https://
us04web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
OmrrjkjGt3I5EpvVOBEXwgErDneL6Yt
Anniversary of US Atomic Bombing
of Hiroshima, no event as we
went to press, but there is always a
commemoration.

click?u=efe27b597a0ed70a6ad73dd93&id=7fd9c39290&e=3547a640bb

Meeting ID: 826 7820 2440
Passcode: 434658. Every 2 weeks,
we will meet to read Marxist
and feminist philosopher Raya
Dunayevskaya’s classic book, “Rosa
Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation,
and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution”
Reading for August 2: Ch. 9, “An
Overview by Way of Introduction:
The Black Dimension”. Book can be
found here: https://imhojournal.us6.list-manage.com/track/

our tax dollars into
corporate subsidies
in lieu of the social
programs we
demand. In a time
of unprecedented
opportunity provided
by the circumstances
of our current society,
Joe Biden and the
Democratic Party
are holding hostage
the hope for any
meaningful legislation
under a “Vote for us or
get Trump” platform.”

AUG 3 - MON
Choose Students Not Billionaires,
10a, LA Chamber of Commerce, 350
S. Bixel St., LA (just west of LAUSD
HQ on Beaudry and the Harbor
Freeway at 3rd St.). Communities
on the frontlines for racial justice in
the US public school system will join
forces to demand a safe, scientific,
racially just and fully funded approach
to reopening schools. In Los Angeles,
achieving safe, healthy, equitable
schools means we must choose
students and not billionaires. ACCE,
LAANE, UTLA and others. Please
bring a mask and practice social
distancing. Meet at LA Area Chamber
of Commerce for an Action that will
include LAUSD headquarters. More
details to come. For more information,
email info@reclaimourschoolsla.
org. For more on the Demand Safe
Schools Coalition, please visit
https://demandsafeschools.org

AUG 7 - FRI
AUG 4 - TUE
Herbalists Without Borders Monthly
Chapter Meeting, 7-9p, 2023 Pacific
Ave, Long Beach. Herbalists Without
Borders humanitarian aid and actions
center around herbal health justice:
Herbal Borderless Medicine, Holistic
Free People’s Clinics, Trauma
Trainings, Education & Advocacy,
Technical Assistance and more. HWB
also promotes Nourishing Community
Gardens, Medicinal Seed Saving,
Seed Banks/Libraries, healthy food
in food deserts, herbal education and
advocacy, and social justice related to
herbalism and herbal health access.
Read more at https://www.hwbglobal.
org/
AUG 5 - WED
Sección Mid-City | Mid-City Local
LA Tenants Union/Sindicato de
Iniquilinxs, 7-9p, SOLO POR
INTERNET Y TELÉFONO! Correo
electrónico: mid-city@latenantsunion.
org INSTRUCCIONES PARA
LA VIDEOCONFERENCIA /
TELECONFERENCIA: Conéctese
a través de Internet utilizando este
enlace: https://zoom.us/j/4826291152
O llame por teléfono usando
cualquiera de los siguientes números:
1(646) 876-9923, 1(669) 900-6833, or
1(408) 638-0968 El ID de la reunión
es 482-629-1152

continued...

Fair Housing Protections for People
with Mental Disabilities & Related
Covid-19 Emergency Updates,
12n, For Zoom link, RSVP to info@
namiglac.org. PRESENTERS: Naomi
Sultan, Supervising Attorney at
Mental Health Advocacy Services.
Kyle Gilliam, Staff Attorney with
Mental Health Advocacy Services
and provides legal services in the
Fair Housing and Medical Legal
Community Partnership programs.
https://www.facebook.com/
events/580313502648520/
AUG 8 - SAT
March to Replace Biden (We must
have a candidate who can defeat
Trump), 12n. Facebook event says
Aug. 8, website bidenmarch.com
says Aug 1. They are joining forces
with the Movement for a Peoples
Party. “Establishment candidates
in the Democratic Party continue to
be elected without achieving any
progressive change, while accepting
corporate donations to legislate

Vital Conversations
on Racism with
Hollywood United
Methodist Church, 9:30-10:30a,
Join Rev. Denyse and Pastor Bridie
weekly for a conversation about
racism and what we can do to make a
difference. Please email revdenyse@
hollywoodumc.org for the zoom link.
Anniversary of US Atomic Bombing
of Nagasaki, no event as we
went to press but there is always
a commemoration, often at the
mushroom cloud sculpture in Santa
Monica, and always in Little Tokyo.
AUG 10 - MON
7th Annual Global Homeboy
Network Gathering, Aug 10-11
Online Event. This year’s Global
Homeboy Network Gathering is
going virtual! Join individuals and
organizations from across the globe
for informative, authentic panel
discussions. Together, we will hear
and learn from leaders working in
the areas of social justice, nonprofit
management, and social enterprise
business on how we can better stand
with vulnerable populations and build
up our communities. Learn more
and register TODAY at https://bit.ly/
GHN2020 for our A Good Footprint
in the Reimagined World. We are
looking forward to being with all of you
virtually this year.
AUG 11 - TUE
Homeboy Network Virtual
Gathering, see Aug 10 - Monday
Bridges Dancing Army Support
Group, building bridges in time
of crisis, 8-10p, We at bridges
understand that these are difficult
times and that the challenges are only
beginning. We would like to extend an

AUG 6 - THU
DNC2K LA 20th Anniversary
Zoom Webinar, 5p. Please join our
Zoom webinar to talk about what
we learned from the protests at the
Democratic National Convention in
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L.A. Tenants Union is organizing against evictions & for rent forgiveness under COVID.

invitation to be part of an online group
in which we come together to offer
support, by allowing each other the
space to discuss whatever we may be
going through during this time of crisis.
This group is not solely based on
substances anymore as we changed
the format last month so we could
offer broader support. https://zoom.
us/j/91141077943?pwd=NnhwWFFZS
UJBWC9SR3RDZ0tkbTEydz09
Meeting ID: 911 4107 7943 Password:
428523 One tap mobile
+16699009128,,91141077943#,,1#,42
8523# US (San Jose)
AUG 12 - WED
Drive-thru Pop-Up Food Pantry,
12:30p until supplies run out, Santa
Monica College, Santa Monica.
AUG 13 - THU
Culver City City Council Special
Meeting on Amortization Program for
the Culver City Inglewood Oil Field
6p, Meeting will be held via Video
Conference. Attendees Must Register
in advance.
AUG 14 - FRI
L.A. Animal Save Vigil for Chickens,
3:30-5:30 AM, Vigil for the Chickens at
Mao Foods, https://thesavemovement.
org/start-a-save-group/mou/ 1839 E.
42nd St., L.A. https://www.facebook.
com/events/676377286460541/

Meeting ID: 989 8250 5378,
Password: 339344, One tap mobile
+16699006833,,98982505378#,,#,339
344# US (San Jose)

AUG 22 - SAT

AUG 18 - TUE

This is an online workshop aimed at
ending structural oppression and racial
injustice by demanding that white
& non-Black caregivers understand
and grapple with the internalized
racism and bias that perpetuates
violence against Black, Indigenous,
and People of Color (BIPOC). Work
on exploring and overcoming your
own bias and working with kids to be
upstanders, not bystanders. Tickets
are $119 via eventbrite, so obviously
for the very privileged and wellto-do. https://www.facebook.com/
events/957087451458033/

Community Engagement
and Effective Collaboration –
Breastfeeding Promotion Strategies
in the API Community, 1p, online
event. The Formation of ASAP!
(Northern California) and the Asian
Pacific Islander Breastfeeding Task
Force (Southern California). The
Asian Southeast Asian Pacific Islander
Taskforce (ASAP!) will discuss how
their task force formed and current
activities of the task force. The Asian
Pacific Islander Breastfeeding Task
Force will also discuss the history of
their formation and current projects.

Be Braver: an Anti-Racism
Workshop for Caregivers and
parents, 9a-12n.

Your Girl and Mine: The Woman’s
Right to Vote, presented by
Hollywood Heritage Museum online,
7:30-10:30p. The National American
Woman Suffrage Association, led by
Ruth Hanna McCormick, produced the
feature film YOUR GIRL AND MINE
(now lost) to convince Congress to
pass enfranchisement for women.
Though their effort failed, their
landmark work helped forward the
cause, with the production of the film
as compelling as any movie. Mary
Mallory will explore the importance
Some women’s suffrage leaders 100 years ago made a fatal, fateful compromise with
white supremacy to win women’s right to vote with the 19th Amendment.

Cruel capitalist poultry industry breeds pandemic pathogens.

AUG 16 - SUN
KPFK Local Station Board meeting,
10:30a, almost certainly virtual until
further notice. Check www.kpftx.
org for details of telephonic or Zoom
meeting
IMHO reading and discussion
group, 6-8p, see Sun Aug 2 for
details.
AUG 17 - MON
Tenants Together Monthly Renters’
Rights Clinic, 7p, https://zoom.us/j/98
982505378?pwd=Mm1hdWQ4SW02L
09Cc08zVURtT0Uvdz09

Community Blood Drive hosted
by Junior Achievement So Cal,
6250 Forest Lawn Dr, L.A. 10am-4pm
APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED
and can be made by calling 1-800RED CROSS or here:

AUG 19 - WED

AUG 24 - MON

Free Phone And School Supposed
Supplies, 11a-7p, while supplies last.
2317 E Cesar E Chavez Ave, Los
Angeles, CA 90033, sponsored by
Boost Mobile. Free backpacks and
school supplies for kids 4-12; also
free snacks and drinks for kids. Wear
masks, first come, first served, 6-foot
distancing. https://www.facebook.com/
events/319892059048347/

AUG 26 - WED

Tickets: events.r20.constantcontact.com

AUG 23 - SUN

AUG 15 - SAT

build community and support. Join
our weekly Men’s Talk via Zoom to
connect with other members of our
community and talk about issues that
matter to you! To register for this
Zoom event:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJ0pce2oqzwjGpmOXbrOZ5lj74U1VNy-w
For more information, contact us at
info@twlmp.org or call (323) 2571056.

of this seminal work in an online
presentation commemorating the
100th anniversary of the passage
of the 19th amendment enabling
women to vote everywhere in the
US Tickets not yet available at press
time. https://www.facebook.com/
events/321245855561397/.
AUG 20 - THU
Operation Ally Weekly Social
Justice Conference Call, 5:30-7p,
fb.com/justadvocacy
http://advocacyproject.org/ (888) 4074101 Join the Operation Ally weekly
zoom conference call to gain insight
into the issues of systemic oppression,
organize into collaborative efforts and
strategize the dismantling of these
systems. Be a part of a community
that supports you as we mobilize for
change.

21-Day Racial Equity Habit Building
Challenge, The Challenge is to
complete a minimum of one activity
per day on this list for 21 days: https://
debbyirving.com/21-day-challenge/
You can participate in this challenge
solo or join a group of us who will start
on the same day. This event is for
people who live their lives with white
privilege and who want to participate
in the 21-Day Racial Equity Habit
Building Challenge. Our community
values are warmth, compassion and
support. You are welcome to invite
friends who want to participate in the
Challenge.
AUG 25 - TUE
Men’s Talk Support Group 6p,
Safe space for men who identify
as gay, bi, queer, or questioning to

AUG 27 - THU
AUG 28 - FRI
Unity & Struggle march to end
police abuse Coinciding with an
anniversary “March on Washington”
called by Rev. Al Sharpton to revive
the MLK March for Jobs and Justice
and demands for racial justice in
policing. Local action initiated by the
Coalition for Community Control Over
the Police; 10a-5p, (ending at LA City
Hall ?)
We propose to begin at the 107th
and Budlong site where on Super
Bowl Sunday 2018, Sheriff’s deputies
murdered 16 year old, unarmed
Anthony AJ Weber, to pass the site
at 83rd and Western where on Super
Bowl Sunday 2005, LAPD murdered
13 year old, unarmed Devvin Brown,

Trump’s criminal negligence
on COVID-19 has caused the
deaths of over 140,000 people
in the USA, and counting!

AUG 21 - FRI
Anniversary of murder of George
Jackson at San Quentin; marks the
beginning of an annual campaign
Aug. 21-Sept 9 for the human rights
of prisoners in the US system of mass
incarceration and legalized slavery.
https://IWOC.org
-5-

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.
html/drive-results?zipSponsor=juniora
chievementsocal
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The Chicano Moratorium against the Vietnam War and to end racism/colonialism against Chican@s/Mexican@s was broken up 50 years ago by a police riot.
Sheriff ’s deputies and cops killed four people on August 29, 1970 in East L.A., including LA Times reporter Ruben Salazar and two Brown Berets.
then to 69th and Main Street where
in August 2014, LAPD beat to death
unarmed Omar Abrego in front of his
home, then to 65th and Broadway
where, 8 days later in August 2014,
LAPD murdered unarmed Ezell Ford,
shooting him in the back point blank
while they had him face down on the
sidewalk in his neighborhood.
https://goo.gl/maps/
KDNv3qCMQ9nNHz6GA

https://www.facebook.com/
events/880361205766720/

jhrconsultinggroup@gmail.com

AUG 29 - SAT

Contact 50th CMOC Co-Chair
Lupe Cardona at 323-490-9575 or
lupeycardona@gmail.com

50th Anniversary Chicano
Moratorium, 10a-5p. For the Los

Angeles event or an event in your city:
Contact the Chicano Moratorium
Organizing Committee:
Contact 50th CMOC Co-Chair Jorge
H. Rodriguez at 310-429-1300 or

Contact Centro CSO, Sol Marquez
(323) 943-2030 or centrocso@gmail.
com.
If from Greater San Diego & planning
to caravan to LA:
Email Union del Barrio in
SD at info@uniondelbarrio.
org or call 619-398-6648
https://www.facebook.com/
events/1203790706493709/

AUG 30 - SUN
Atheists United hosts Dr.
Juhem
Navarro-Rivera on The
Nones and Future of
American Politics! 1p,
Dr. Juhem Navarro-Rivera
is the Managing Partner
and Director of Political
Research at Socioanalítica
Research, co-chair of the
Latinx Humanist Alliance,
serves on the board of
directors of the American
Humanist Association,
and is a Senior Fellow at
the Institute for Humanist
Studies.
He currently writes the
Nonedecision 2020
column for
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www.theHumanist.com about the
nones and their role in American
politics. Our meeting has a guest limit
of 100 so please arrive on time. This
meeting has a suggested donation of
$5
https://donate.keela.co/atheistsunited-los-angeles/default-donationform-402
AUG 31 - MON
Atheist/Freethinkers Group, 3p,
UUCLB - Unitarian Universalist
Church of Long Beach. The Atheist
Freethinkers Group meets weekly on
Mon 3p. We discuss various topics
from a realistic perspective and
welcome people of all beliefs. Sign on
through the church website and check
us out! https://www.uuclb.org/news/
calendar/

Upcoming Events
Sat. Sep. 12 in South LA. LA County
Sheriff’s Community Oversight
Commission, https://coc.lacounty.gov,
213-253-5678 (click on Agendas a
few days before Sep. 12, 2020 for the
virtual meeting invite. No scheduled
meeting in August.)

Tom Tomorrow’s cartoons are available by subscription:
http://thismodernworld.com/archives/9217
https://manage.campaignzee.com/l2UvkJdcSc

Resistance into Revolution

U.S. vs. CHINA

Continued from p. 1

Continued from p. 1
This arrogance sent the U.S. into an abyss: over a hundred thousand COVID-19
deaths, total still climbing rapidly, millions of cases, and trillions in economic
losses, with no end in sight.

The first reported case in Wuhan came at the height of China-U.S. tensions.
There was a U.S.-instigated trade war and a Western-backed “color-revolution” in
Hong Kong, China. The U.S. was sending the naval vessels, aircraft carriers and
war planes to the South China Sea. The U.S. mobilized its entire state machine
against Huawei, China’s burgeoning telecom company. The U.S. Congress
passed the so-called “Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act of 2019” on December
3rd, 2019 in a blatant example of interference in China’s Xingjian region.
Most of these U.S China-bashing campaigns have failed. The U.S. was forced
to sign the trade accord with China to ease the trade war. Huawei didn’t fall.
Hong Kong police are now under new leadership that has cracked down on Hong
Kong pro-independent rioters in mid-December, 2019. Additionally, no uprising
occurred in Xingjian after U.S. political pressure. The D.C. elite certainly felt
humiliated and defeated by China. Now they are furious.
Like a money-losing gambler in desperate need to make a comeback, the
US seized on the coronavirus as the perfect bet for turning the table. Calling it
“China’s Chernobyl,” U.S. anti-communist war-monger imperialists painted it as
a mirror of the Soviet Union’s Chernobyl nuclear disaster in 1986. They made
accusations that China covered-up the problem. They hoped that China would
have poor medical support causing massive deaths—which would then lead to
the country’s economic collapse causing condemnation and isolation from the
international community. This in turn would lead to mass anger and uprising, and
finally to the collapse and overthrow of Communist China.
Ironically, China successively mobilized the masses to beat the virus quickly
and effectively while the U.S. under the Trump regime led this country into total
disaster. The US not only became the hardest hit country with the highest rate
of infected people and the highest causalities, but the country has spiraled into
economic collapse, massive unemployment, and has even been unable to provide
enough personal protective equipment (PPE) for medical workers.
While the rich feast, workers and “guest workers” in the food packing, meat
and farm industries from south of the border are suffering. The greedy pursuit of
profit by capitalist bosses cares nothing about the workers who produce our food.
In Evansville, TN, every one of the 200 farm workers there has tested positive
for the virus. Southern New Jersey has seen hundreds of migrant farm workers
become infected with the virus. According to WHYY radio in Philadelphia, these
workers are not covered by medical insurance and simply put, no one cares about
them. In fact, no one knows exactly how many have been infected or died from
the virus.
It’s the same situation at meat and poultry processing facilities. According
to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), between April and May
2020, 16,233 workers were infected in 239 facilities across the country, with 86
deaths.
No doubt, COVID-19 has been the “U.S.’s Chernobyl” disaster.

Lee Siu Hin, a long-time Chinese-American low-pay immigrant workers activist,
currently working on a community health project is the national coordinator of National
Immigrant Solidarity Network. See http://www.ImmigrantSolidarity.org; Action LA
Network http://www.ActionLA.org and China-US Bi-National Activist Solidarity Ntwk
http://www.chinadelegation.org.

His book “Capitalism on a Ventilator -- Impact of COVID-19 in
China vs. U.S.” will be co-published with International Action Center in
August, 2020.

MOVE TO AMEND
Video Resource:

“A Question of Personhood” introduces
corporate constitutional rights issue and
Move to Amend.
7 min 35 sec Search “Personhood” on
youtube.com

Move to Amend Local meeting:
Last Saturday of the month, 1-3p.
Holy Grounds Coffee & Tea, 5371
Alhambra Ave, LA. 323.255.1279

CLASSIFIED AD
Tutor in English/ESL,
helps you read, speak, write better.
Also, help write & edit
technical/scientific reports & theses.
Translation from German, Italian,
Croatian & Portuguese.
See my “Professor” ad on CraigsList.
Call Ivan 310-649-2291 x-2
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Because the “liberal Democrat” mayors
in Portland, LA, NY and elsewhere and
the police forces they formally command
are also seeking to quash and dispel
protest with both the carrot and the stick,
understanding that technique to be more
effective that Trump’s approach. We have
to deal with both simultaneously.

It starts with distinguishing between the transit
employees, bus drivers who refused to use their
buses to transport mass-arrested protesters to
jail, on the one hand, and transit agencies like
the MTA that put “BLM” for Black Lives Matter
on the head plates of the trains, while paying
the LAPD hundreds of millions of dollars for
policing the trains on top of the cops’ regular
budget. LAPD gets almost $2 billion a year
from the city’s general fund, and about another
billion and a half combined from Metro, the
LA public library, the housing agency, federal
grants, weapons and technology transfers,
civil asset forfeitures, and other sources, like
the Dodgers, the Lakers, the developer-funded
Police Foundation, and Disney. Measured
against those totals, the recent cut in direct
city funding -- mostly reduced overtime and
deferred training and Police Academy classes
-- is clearly #TooLittleTooLate.
Quite simply put, the time for reforms is long
past. Because in addition to the racial justice

contribution they can make to a process
of reaching a solution. It is that we live in
a settler colonial, capitalist, patriarchal,
white supremacist empire, run by a class
of people who are the enemies of humanity
and the planet. Their system is causing
disease, mass extinctions, and ecological
devastation, and our survival depends on
the complete elimination of that system,
and on the extinction of that class of
exploiters and oppressors, not as individual
human beings, but as a class.
A free society cannot be built on stolen
land. There is much discussion these
days of racial capitalism, but that term
mistakenly implies there is some other
form of capital or capitalism that is not
inherently and thoroughly racist. There
is no benign, humanitarian, non-racial,
“green,” or enlightened form of capitalism.
Capitalism and capitalists have made
it supremely and irrefutably manifest
that they are incompatible not only with
liberation, but with life itself.
Every action we consider, every strategy
we devise, every plan or program we
propose must be evaluated and calibrated
based on its capacity and consistency

Chicago protesters demand removal of a statue of enslaver, colonizer Columbus.
issues around policing, we are living through a
perfect storm of factors all rooted in the system
of capitalism and settler colonialism we live
in. It is settler colonialism, not simply the
stupidity and venality of the current occupant of
the White House, that accounts for the fact that
the US has the worst impact of the COVID-19
pandemic in the world and the least effective
response, even as compared to other advanced
capitalist countries or authoritarian regimes.

It is settler colonialism and its culture
of white supremacy, hyper-masculinity,
rugged
individualism,
religious
justifications of slavery, war and conquest,
and mistrust of science, that have produced
individual and governmental resistance
to simple measures of collective social
responsibility and public health.
It is settler colonialism that is being
successfully challenged by indigenous
defenders of the land, the water and
treaty rights who have recently won court
decisions shutting down the Dakota Access
Pipeline, and ruling that Native sovereignty
over half of Oklahoma must be recognized.
Across the US, the disproportionate
victims of COVID have been Black people
and other people of color.
In California, there is an enormous
disproportion of Chicano/Mexicano/
Latinx people in terms of the ages of those
contracting and dying from the disease,
with a higher proportion of younger people
so impacted, beyond the percentage of
their ranks within the population. The
hardest hit group of all in California turns
out to be Pacific Islanders, particularly
Filipinos and Filipinas. Nationally, the
worst hot spots and outbreaks are in the
Navajo Nation, prisons, and poultry and
meat processing plants, overwhelmingly
employing migrant workers, such as here
in Farmer John’s Dodger Dogs sausage
factory in Vernon.
I cannot dictate a prescription about
what is to be done, but I have a perspective
on how people can figure out what

within the effort to decolonize and to
eliminate and replace once and for all
the settler colonial capitalist system of
exploitation, oppression and war, of racism
and patriarchy, of land theft and genocide,
before it does further irremediable damage
to the suffering people, life forms and ecosystems of Earth, or has the opportunity to
take its destructive capacity beyond this
planet. If we fail in that responsibility, future
generations suffering the consequences of
a dying world will curse our names.
For those seeking a clearer roadmap, I
would commend people to the “Build & Fight
Formula” put forward by Cooperation Jackson
in Mississippi:

The Build and Fight
Formula

Cooperation Jackson will be developing
and releasing an educational program on
this transformative vision throughout July,
August and September. We hope this will
be a substantive contribution to the broad
transformative movement in the United
States and throughout the world.
This series will be 12 parts, including an
introduction and conclusion and in-depth
analysis and discussion of each point of
this 10 point program:

Mutual Aid
Food Sovereignty
Cooperative Economics
Community Production
Self-Defense
Peoples Assemblies
The General Strike
Democratize the Economy
Dual Power
Free the Land

Please follow the program on our
YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter pages.
For more information, see:
https://www.cooperationjackson.org

In a news release on Tuesday, July 21, 2021 it was reported that the “Oxnard
Police Department Will Work With District Attorney’s Office to Vacate Civil
Gang Injunctions”
Since 2004, Chiques Organizing for Rights and Equality (CORE), has been
organizing and fighting in the community and the courts for the total rescission
of the two unconstitutional Oxnard Civil “Gang” Injunctions. Our CORE fight
has been foundationally based on the constitutional principal, enshrined in the
14th amendment that states, “No State shall make or enforce any law which
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States;
nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the laws.”
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From their inceptions the “cut and paste” Oxnard Civil “Gang” Injunctions, enacted
into law by the Ventura County DA’s Office and enforced by the Oxnard Police Dept.,
have been grievously flawed in their constitutional overreach and scope. Subsequent
permutations of the original Oxnard Civil “Gang” Injunctions have been challenged in
court and have failed to pass constitutional muster, as they continue to neglect to protect
the individuals targeted and deprived of their constitutional due process rights.
In conceding that the Oxnard PD couldn’t meet the mandatory constitutional
requirement to insure that every youth and adult targeted in Oxnard was going to
receive due process, OPD Chief Scott Whitney stated, “We always looked at the
gang injunctions as one tool of many, in our efforts to reduce gang crime. When we
announced our intent to seek the first injunction, we saw an immediate decrease in gang
activity. ... Over time, gang behavior has evolved and court decisions restricted our use
of the injunctions. Both of these factors made the injunctions less impactful in lowering
gang crime. Since 2017, we have been unable to enforce the two injunctions. In our
continuing efforts to best use our limited resources, we have determined that we will no
longer maintain and enforce the two injunctions.”
It is now 2020, and the Black Lives Matter Movement, CORE, and other activism
have placed the national and the local spotlight squarely on police misconduct. This
unique moment presents Oxnard City Council members with the perfect opportunity
to rescind the unconstitutional Oxnard Civil “Gang” Injunction and begin the honest,
transparent and democratic movement to envision and implement a 21st century
“community safety” paradigm that is community driven and controlled.
The elected members of the Oxnard City Council have the power and the clear
obligation to formally order the Oxnard PD to immediately permanently stand down
and cease enforcing all aspects of the Oxnard Civil “Gang” Injunction. That alone will
result in the permanent death of the unconstitutional Oxnard Civil “Gang” Injunction.
As Melanie Ochoa, attorney for the ACLU of So California, states, ”Injunctions
turn common behavior into crimes, such as possessing everyday items like cell phones,
drinking alcohol on your own front porch, and associating with people the police also
claim are gang members — even your own family. Officers’ gang designations are
drawn from stereotypes and preconceptions based on clothing—anything from plaid
shirts to basketball shorts to khakis—that they deem “gang attire,” and if someone lives
or socializes in alleged “gang areas”—which can include an entire community. Officers
use injunctions to circumvent the protections afforded by a criminal prosecution, which
is exactly why gang injunctions have been a significant tool in the LAPD’s arsenal
despite no evidence they create a significant crime reduction. What they provide is the
justification to stop, harass, and arrest Black and Latino community members.”
In a 2017 class action lawsuit, the ACLU and co-counsel Urban Peace Institute
and Munger, Tolles and Olson challenged LA’s enforcement of injunctions without
first providing a hearing on active gang membership, claiming this violated their
constitutionally protected due process rights. A federal court agreed, finding that the
process was prone to error and granting a preliminary injunction prohibiting the city
from enforcing its injunctions against anyone who has not had the opportunity to
challenge the designation in court before they were made subject to the injunction. This
is why the Oxnard PD in 2017 secretly suspended the enforcement of the Civil “Gang”
Injunctions in the Oxnard; they knew that if a class action lawsuit was filed they’d be
on the costly and losing end.
By 2018 the OPD desperately attempted to amend their fatally flawed Civil “Gang”
Injunction protocol that would include some half-baked cop-administered “Magistrate”
hearing to determine active gang participation. This OPD kangaroo court that would
determine active gang participation did not meet the legal standard was stuck down by
the court as vague and would not pass constitutional muster.
At the heart of the Ventura County DA’s Office 2018 decision to dismiss all three
cases was the revelation of ineptitude by the DA and the OPD. They did not have the
necessary police intelligence, legal information or supporting data to prove that these
three enjoined “gang members” were still active in the “Colonia Chiques or Southside”
gangs. The OPD and the DA’s offices had nothing but hot air and promises of getting the
appropriate constitutional due process anguage incorporated into the new legal service
documents. Remember the OPD has been illegally harassing, profiling, arresting and
enjoining our youth and adults for 16 years. Yet the DA and the OPD could not produce
even cursory police intelligence to the Superior Courts when it is demanded.
2020, the DA and the OPD are left with egg on their collective faces as the local
courts are demanding authorities produce evidence that supports their determination to
enjoin an individual as a “gang member”, and they can’t. So as of Tuesday, July 21, the
OPD and DA have thrown in the towel and are abandoning the horrific, damaging and
unconstitutional draconian policing “tool.”
District Attorney Totten stated, “I respect the decision by Chief Whitney to cease
enforcement of the gang injunctions in Oxnard....”
CORE has argued for 16 years that the DA and the OPD played and exploited the
ignorance and fears of gullible and vulnerable residents, then proceeded to roll out their
quick fix “gang policing tool” on the backs of an unsuspecting class of Oxnard residents
to appease the local electorate. What the DA and the OPD never took seriously into
account was the lives that this unconstitutional law would irrevocable alter or destroy.
16 years later and 100s of youth and adults illegally targeted, we now know that
the DA and the OPD never had any intention of doing the necessary professional and
objective data gathering and police/legal documentation that was required to assure that
all individuals that were the target of the Oxnard Civil “Gang” Injunction were afforded
and guaranteed their constitutionally protected due process rights. The DA and the OPD
arrogantly brushed aside or simply ignored the Constitution.
CORE, along with many social justice activist and organization have argued that
one of the best ways to address youth or adult dysfunction is to provide universally
available culturally and ethnically congruent educational, artistic, community building
projects (work) and social services that help build up a troubled individual and group’s
inherent human propensity to “do the right thing”.
Loving all our sisters and brothers, common sense, and working hard to improve
our community one person at a time takes a lot of soul searching, dedication and time,
but relatively very little money. Love and commitment are free. The OPD’s budget for
fiscal year 2020-2021is roughly $70,000,000 and this astronomical figure will continue
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to grow in the coming years. Oxnard we can do better -- community safety for much less when it involves the
entire community in community wellness and safety!
This is now 2020 and in Oxnard like much of America we are more fearful and polarized than ever. We
continue to mindlessly throw money at the cops for safety concerns, problems and issues that they are not
professionally trained or prepared to address much less resolve. The fear of “them” is in our individual hearts and
must be addressed and resolved by our individual opened and loving hearts and minds. The cops cannot solve the
fear and pain that lurks in our hearts and minds, only love can.
Why not take a radical step toward a new community safety paradigm that is love driven, innovative,
culturally and ethnically congruent community. We have nothing to lose but fear itself; while at the same
redemptive time we create love where once there was only fear. The Oxnard Civil “Gang” Injunction is now
dead! Long live the power of the people and let us all work hard to make Oxnard, the city we all love into a
national model of community wellness and safety.

