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More Information About These and 
Other Events in the Calendar, 

beginning on p. 3:

June 1 - Peoples Strike

June 7 - ICUJP Peace, Justice & a 
Healthy Planet webinar

Comm for Racial Justice- Santa Monica

June 8 - Pacifica launches
daily COVID show

June 10 - Defend Our Movements in 
the Time of  COVID-19:
Digital Safety Review

June 19 - Juneteenth commemoration 
of  abolition coming to Texas

June 20 - Poor Peoples Campaign
virtual march on Washington

June 28 - Anniversary of  Stonewall 
Rebellion for Gay Liberation

100,000 People Killed by COVID-19 in US:

Don’t Mourn, Organize!
by Michael Novick, Anti-Racist Action L.A.
     The command to devote ourselves to getting organized in the face of death and repression rather than 
spending time in lamentation was attributed to Joe Hill in a farewell letter while facing execution. Mother 
Jones, discussing others rather than herself, said “Mourn the dead, fight like hell for the living.” Either way, it 
has never been more pertinent than today, in the face of the mass murder at the hands of the settler colonial-
capitalist system in the US and its sociopathic, incompetent and narcissistic leader in the White House.
     COVID-19 deaths in the US now exceed those of any 
other country, and are continuing to climb or spike in 21 
or 22 states. Efforts to “re-open” the economy without 
adequate testing, personal protective equipment, or health 
and safety regulations and inspections, will make matters 
worse. Georgia, late to close and early to re-open, saw a 
spike to 1000 new cases daily just before Memorial Day. 
As 80% of these new cases are African-Americans, and 
since Black people are dying at a much higher percentage 
among those who contract the disease, it is time to start 
using the word genocide to describe what is happening. 
Mortality rates among Latinx/Chican@-Mexican@ 
people are almost as high; the Dine or Navajo Nation has 
the highest infection rate per capita in the US.
     The callous disregard for human life shown by Trump 
has infected substantial sectors of the white population, 
who imagine they will somehow be immune to the 
consequences of their demands to re-open now, allow 
mass worship religious services, and respect their “right” 
to engage in commercial activities and social interactions 
without masks or other preventive or protective gear. 
Black people are three times as likely as whites to know 
someone who has died of COVID; liberals are 50% more 
likely than conservatives to know someone who has fallen 
ill. It’s the apartheid nature of US society that underlies 
the social divisions manifest on Facebook, twitter or cable 
news preferences.
     In the US as a whole, an increase in new cases is 
masked by the decreases in New York and New Jersey, 

the two hardest hit states. In 
CA, the growth in cases and 
deaths, particularly here in 
L.A. and other parts of So 
Cal, is partially masked by 
the decline in several Bay 
Area counties, especially 
the relatively well-off San 
Francisco and Santa Clara 
County. Added to this are 
the economic consequences 
of unemployment, hunger, 
and economic contraction 
on a level dwarfing that of 
the Great Recession or perhaps even the Great Depression.

See: “Don’t Mourn,Organize!”   p. 7 

For a #PeoplesBudgetLA
https://peoplesbudgetla.com/
    In the face of an unprecedented public health crisis 
and historic economic instability, LA Mayor Garcetti 
has proposed a $10.5 billion budget that reduces 
services, furloughs city workers, and cuts the budget 
of all city departments with one big exception: the 
LA Police Department. Garcetti proposes increases 
to the police budget, specifically $34 million dollars 
in overtime pay. The  LAPD already receives 54% 
of LA’s discretionary spending. This would increase 
their share.

      Moreover, the Mayor has attempted to fast track this, to 
stop community input. He wanted the City Council to vote 
on this budget on May 21st, when the deadline is not until 
July 1 to pass the budget. We won a delay, and demand 
community input in this process.
      Now more than ever, we need a budget centered on 
humanity.
      We are in the middle of an economic and health crisis — 
we need a budget centered on humanity. As Gov. Newsom 
has pointed out, California is in a “pandemic-induced 
recession” that’s going to require actionable intervention 
in the short and long-term.
      A budget is a moral document.

A nation that continues year after year to 
spend more money on military defense than 
on programs of social uplift is approaching 
spiritual death. --Martin Luther King, Jr.

     For LA, a budget is a reflection of the city’s values. 
When deciding how to allocate resources, who and what do 
we value most: Investing in our children, providing shelter, 
food, and medical care for our most vulnerable populations? 
Helping our city withstand a global pandemic? Or is it 
investing in a police state that won’t make our communities 
any safer, and will actually harm those who need help the 
most, especially now? LA needs a budget that prioritizes 
services over police — a people’s budget.
     We need housing, healthcare, good jobs. We need healthy 
food, and mental healthcare. We need free public transit, 
educational enrichment, and small business resources. We 
don’t need more police.
      Over half of LA workers are now unemployed following 
massive job losses related to COVID-19.  Economists have 
estimated that 42% of pandemic-related layoffs will be 
permanent.
      Even before the pandemic, LA needed more resources 
to address its housing crisis. The unhoused population was 
up a striking 16% last year yet the proposed increase to 
address homelessness in the budget is less than 1%. Prior 
to the job losses related to COVID-19, roughly one in three 
renters in LA spent more than half their income on housing.
      Garcetti called the increase in homelessness “heart-
breaking” and has acknowledged that “skyrocketing rents”

See “People’s Budget”, p.7

After One 
Hundred Thousand
© 2020 by Mumia Abu-Jamal 
https://www.prisonradio.org/media/audio/
mumia/after-one-hundred-thousand-220-
mumia-abu-jamal
One asks, when the counter strikes 100,000, 
[what happens]? Nothing. One hundred 
thousand American dead. That means, for all 
intents and purposes, nothing much.
But does the counter stop counting? Or does it 
continue rolling on, like the mighty Mississippi 
River?

Is one hundred thousand an end, or just another 
number? 

And as summer begins to emerge, and people 
rush out of doors, to get some socializing in, 
what happens in the next two weeks? A spike? 
A thousand spikes?

It must be said, that even as the official number 
strikes 100,000, the official number isn’t the 
real one. For the US is so stingy with testing, 
that thousands of people, some who died at 
home, were never tested.

How many homeless people have died? And do 
you really think they’d get tested?

In times like these, all people are NOT “created 
equal.” For Black folks, this has been a time of 
ineffable loss.

For many, be they workers, cleaners, nurses, 
orderlies, bus drivers, cab drivers, and the 
like, their work was on the front lines of the 
contagion and the coronavirus.

As America now opens its doors, what will they 
find? A new day? Or more death?
--From imprisoned nation, this is Mumia 
Abu-Jamal.
These commentaries are recorded by Noelle Hanrahan of Prison Radio.
https://prisonradio.org.

Hundreds Block 101 Freeway in Protest 
of Racist Police Murders with Impunity;
CHP Hits, Hospitalizes Demonstrator

     As Change Links went to press, 100s of people from 
BLM-LA, AIM and other groups blocked the 101 freeway 
in DTLA to protest the police execution of George Floyd in 
Mpls, and the racist police murders with impunity in LA. A 
CHP vehicle accelerated into the crowd as demonstrators 
swarmed around it, injuring one who was taken to a hospital 
by EMTs from the fire dept. LASD deputies had killed a 
man in South LA the night before, and in person protests 
outside DA Jackie Lacey’s office had just resumed.
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Larry Aubry, Social Justice Advocate, Dies At 86
© by Shirley Hawkins, http://wavenewspapers.com/larry-aubry-advocate-for-social-justice-dies-
at-86/ [excerpts]
    Writer and civic activist Larry Aubry, a staunch champion for social justice for more than 60 
years, died on May 16. Aubry, 86, was known for writing scathing and insightful commentaries that 
exposed corruption, wrongdoing and the inequalities facing African Americans.
     The father of five — including author and professor Erin Aubry Kaplan — was unapologetically 
black in his writing and outlook. He spent his life advocating for equality and justice for African 
Americans.

     Gloria Aubry, who was married to Aubrey for 64 years, 
said her husband suffered a hip fracture in April that sent him 
to the hospital and led to complications following surgery. 
“Our life was good,” she said, tearfully reflecting on her 
husband. ”We had a wonderful marriage and relationship.”
     Aubry’s activism was sparked as a student at John C. 
Fremont High School during the 1940s, where he was one of 
the first blacks to attend. Students regularly hung swinging 
effigies of blacks from trees outside the school to protest the 
school’s integration.
     Aubry was a board member of the LA branch of the NAACP.  He 
was considered a firebrand who worked for decades building coalitions 
and advocating for unity and justice for African Americans. Aubry was 
a regular fixture at committee and community gatherings and town 

halls, his arms firmly crossed as his trademark steely-eyed gaze seemingly scrutinized speakers and politicians as if 
weighing the truth of their words. He served on the Inglewood school board; was vice president and education chair 
of the LA NAACP, board member of Multicultural Collaborative, member of the Inglewood Coalition for Drug and 
Violence Prevention; vice president of the A. Philip Randolph Institute; member of the Reparations United Front and the 
Committee to Save King Drew Medical Center.
     Rep. Karen Bass, who knew Aubry for more than three decades, reflected on his life. “He was the Godfather of South 
L.A., a staunch advocate for our neighborhoods who fought to build bridges and form coalitions in order to advance our 
South LA community. He will be missed but his work on behalf of our community will continue.”
     David Horne, professor emeritus at Cal State Northridge and the founder of the Reparations United Front who knew 
Aubry for more than 35 years, called him a true philosopher in every sense of the word. “He was always willing to 
engage anyone on the subject of improving citizen participation, advancement and civil rights,” Horne said. He recalled 
that Aubry did not suffer fools lightly. “Either you had to be ready for a logical engagement on whatever the subject was 
or you needed to sit down, because Larry would roll all over you,” Horne said.
     Former City Councilman Robert Farrell, 83, said, “I knew Larry for more than 50 years. He and I were both from 
New Orleans. The Aubry family played a major role in the growth and development of the black community here. Our 
most recent collaboration was with the Black Community Clergy Labor Alliance and the Advocates for Black Strategic 
Alternative. He was a member of dozens of organizations that were dedicated to the advancement of our people.” Farrell 
said. “I will truly miss him.”

LA Times photo by Genaro Molina

In Memoriam: Sabina Virgo
     The peoples’ movements suffered another 
great loss recently with the death of Sabina 
Virgo of cancer. Change Links joins many other 
friends, relations and comrades in grief at her 
passing. Sabina was a labor organizer and leader, 
a climate justice activist, a co-founder of the 
Crack the CIA Coalition and the Martin Luther 
King Coalition for Jobs and Justice of Greater 
LA, a former member of the KPFK LSB, an 
incisive political theoretician and analyst, and 
an inspiring and creative public speaker who 
understood the power of story-telling in opening 
hearts and changing minds. She is survived by 
her long-time companion and partner, Kwazi 
Nkrumah. She will be sorely missed. Rest in 
peace and power.

A Perspective on Privilege and COVID-19
“Author unknown” Thanks to Susana Hurlich <delfines8@nauta.cu> for sending it. 

“If anyone knows who wrote this, please let us know so we can give 
credit.”
1. There are no bombs raining on our heads.

2. I am not a prisoner held in solitary confinement, as 
millions are.

3. I am not a refugee trying to escape with my life.

4. I am not standing in line waiting to fill a pot of water.

5. I have access to fresh food and I’m not starving.

6. I have hot running water.

7. My country has not been ruined by years of war.

8. I can reach my friends by phone and check in on them.

9. My friends check in because they care about me.

10. Any whiplash I feel about this strange turn of events 
is itself a sign of privilege.

11. More than half of the world would gladly trade their 
everyday problems for the modest inconveniences I am 
experiencing.

12. I may have anxious dreams but I’m dreaming them on 
a proper bed and I’m not sleeping on the sidewalk.

13. By staying at home, I’m helping the planet rest.

14. As long as I have my mind I can create, imagine, 
dream and not be lonely.

15. This global crisis connects me to people around the 
world and reminds me of our common humanity. This is 
a good thing.

16. When something tragic happens to another country 
next time, I will respond to it not with superiority, but 
humility and recognition.

17. I will fight for positive changes and economically just 
policies in my own country.

18. I am surrounded by books.

19. I am surrounded by love.

20. The trees have already begun to bloom.

Stay safe & stay healthy..... 
            - p. 2 -
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Listings subject to change. Contact sponsor to verify date & time. See www.change-links.org for full late listings, recurring events, & resources. 

Change Links cannot publish without your support. 
Send events, articles or poetry to changelinks2@
gmail.com or via http://change-links.org/submit/ 
Please subscribe as well. Subscriptions to the print 
edition are $12/25/50 a year, low income, regular 
or sustainer (sliding scale), Payable to “AFGJ,” 
our fiscal sponsor, with “Change Links” in the 
memo. All events announced are encouraged to 
donate $5 (per event), payable to AFGJ, mail to 
Change Links, PO Box 34236, LA 90034. It helps 
keep this publication solvent. Thanks in advance.

In light of the current COVID-19 global pandemic, 
and quarantines in California, the Change Links 
Calendar has also been affected by cancellation of 
events and closure of venues. Consequently, we 
will print fewer copies and mail out more until further 
notice.  You’ll notice there are empty dates on this 
calendar. Most have turned to virtual meetings 
via teleconferencing, etc. Therefore, we strongly 
suggest that you contact any event listing of interest 
in this Calendar before you attend, as the ones listed 
herein were posted prior to actual circumstances 
reaching a heightened level of awareness..
Please contact the event by phone, email or 
website for updates.

Change Links urges all our subscribers and readers 
to administer all necessary precautions, to insure 
their safety.  You will find a number of related articles 
to COVID-19 in this May print and electronic issue. 
We will continue to update you going forward.  We 
advise you as well to do your personal research for 
updates from all available sources to you. We face 
a difficult time, and wish you and yours good health 
and tranquility as we weather this together.

Peace vigils: http://change-links.org/ongoing-
peace-vigils-and-community-programs/

Other Calendars: http://ocprogressiveevents.info/,
http://la.indymedia.org/calendar/, 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/ieprogressivealliance/
events/, 

http://www.activistsandiego.org/event, 
https://vcpjn.org/calendar/, 

https://echoparkfilmcenter.org. 

On-Going & Continuing Events

3rd Sunday, KPFK Local Station Board meeting, 
10:30a-1:30p. Open to the public with 3 opportunities 
for short public comments. Check www.kpfk.org for 
other meetings, including LSB committees.  The 
meetings will be conducted via Zoom or a Maestro 
conference audio conference call.  Further info 
announced over KPFK 90.7 FM and kpfk.org

Sundays, RAC-LA Food Program (El Programa 
Comida) Revolutionary Autonomous Communities, 
1-5p, SE corner of Wilshire Bl & Parkview St, LA 
90057, free produce distribution. https://www.
facebook.com/raclosangeles/

Sundays, Serve the People LA, 4-6p, Mariachi 
Plaza, 1817 E 1st St, LA 90033. STPLA free food 
& clothing distributions (along with books, shoes, 
etc). We also engage the community on happenings 
around the neighborhood and city, learn about 
grievances and provide legal services with help 
from the LA Ctr for Community Law & Action. https://
servethepeoplela.wordpress.com/

3rd Sunday, SoCal350 monthly meeting, 3-5 
p, Physical meeting cancelled, virtual “meeting” 
scheduled. http://bit.ly/SoCal350Updates;  facebook.
com/SoCal350 Climate Action.

Mondays, Support Honduran Refugees, 6-8p, 
Central American Resource Center (CARECEN-
LA), 2845 W 7th St, LA.   Respond to Trump’s zero 
tolerance policies on Refugees and Asylum. Offices 
are closed, called for details: (213)-385-7800. In the 
San Fernando Valley: 213-385-7800 ext. 122

Tuesdays, Join Black Lives Matter, Stop LAPD 
Spying and allies at LA Police Commission 
meeting at LAPD HQ, 9:30a, 100 W. 1st St to 
speak out against racist police murders with 
impunity. Police Commission meetings are being 
held via Zoom call, with option to call in by phone 
to observe and (occasionally and arbitrarily) to 
comment. They have been keeping a lot of people 
from being heard, and seem to  be messing up 
the topics that people want to be heard on. http://
www.lapdonline.org/police_commission for official 
information www.stoplapdspying.org for movement 
talking points

Tuesday eves, Stop LAPD Spying Coalition 
meetings have been changed to teleconference. 
LA CAN, 838 E. 6th St. LA, CA 90021, is closed to 
the public. http://stoplapdspying.org - see website 
for meeting topics. https://www.facebook.com/
stoplapdspying

Tuesdays, 8:30-10p, Second Draft LA, open mic 
cold read of writing and acting at Art Share-LA, 801 
E 4th Pl, LA 90013. https://artsharela.org (213) 687-
4278. Website now describes virtual galleries and at-
home “concerts” so this has probably been canceled 
or made virtual. https://zoom.us/j/9103444651 Pwd: 
artshare

Wednesdays, 4-6p, Black Lives Matter-led vigil 
vs. DA Jackie Lacey  with families who have lost 
loved ones to police & sheriff’s deputies succeeded in 
denying DA Lacey immediate re-election and forced 
her into a November run-off. Has been converted to 
an Instagram Live action. www.blmla.org 

Wednesdays, 6-7:30p, LA CAN Legal Clinic, LA 
CAN, 838 E. 6th St. LA, CA 90021. Suspended until 
further notice. Call 213.228.0024 for information 
about how to address needs of unhoused people 
during the COVID-19 outbreak and beyond.

3rd Wed, 7p, Community Alternatives to 9-1-1 
training, Chuco’s Justice Center of Youth Justice 
Coalition. 7625 S. Central Ave, LA 90001. Check for 
status: 323-235-4243 action@youth4justice.org/

Last Wed, 7p  “Socialism Now!” Peace & Freedom 
Party monthly meeting, 2617 S. Hauser Bl., LA, 
90016 (Steps South from Adams Ave.(just East of 
Fairfax Ave.) www.Peace&FreedomParty.org-LA 
Chapter. Presumably not happening in-person until 
physical distancing demands can be lifted.

1st Thursday, 6-8p, Justice Not Jails, has switched 
to a virtual meeting. Ni meeting in June, next meeting 
July 2. https://zoom.us/j/529548178 You can also call 
in by dialing: 301 715 8592 US Meeting ID: 529 548 
17. RSVP to Larry Foy at: Lfoy@im4humanintegrity.
org.

Fridays, Interfaith Communities United for 
Justice & Peace forum, 7-9a, has switched to a 

virtual meeting on zoom or dial in by phone: 669-
900-6833 For details and to prevent zoom-bombing, 
contact communications@icujp.org for an invitation 
and instructions.

Fridays, Vigil for Peace & Justice, 5-6p, 
sponsored by KPFK LSB Outreach Committee & 
friends has been suspended until further notice.

Fridays, Montrose Peace Vigil, 5:30-7p, since 
2006! NW corner of Ocean View Bl and Honolulu 
Av, Montrose, CA  91020. http://montrosepeacevigil.
proboards.com/board/3/community

1st & 3rd Fri, LA Poverty Department Movie 
Nights, 7p, Skid Row History Museum & Archive, 
250 S. Broadway, LA 90012. movienights@
lapovertydept.org. 213-413-1077. Suspended for 
the duration.

3rd Fri: Lawyers in the Library, 1-4p, www.
lalawlibrary.org/classes, 213-785-2516, 301 W. 1st, 
LA 90012. Not happening. All libraries in the city and 
county, as well as Santa Monica and other cities are 
closed.

Saturdays, Crenshaw Farmers Market, 10a-3p, 
3650 Martin Luther King Blvd. offers fresh produce 
and artisan goods. Ties into the mall’s health initiative 
promoting wellness in the Crenshaw community. 
This farmers’ market has re-opened!
Contact Sustainable Economic Enterprises: www.
seela.org for other farmer’s markets that are also 
continuing with physical distancing (in Echo Park, 
Hollywood, Atwater Village and on Central Avenue in 
South LA).

Every 1st and 3rd Sat: End Homelessness Now-
LA, 2-4pm, a grassroots campaign to pressure LA city 
and county officials to use vacant public properties 
for large, permanent, supportive public housing to 
end the homelessness catastrophe. Call or email for 
information on how or whether meetings will continue.. 
323-723-6416 endhomelessnessnowla@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/endhomelessnessnowla/

Every 2nd & 4th Sat, SOLA Food Co-Op www.
solafoodcoop.com/ Baldwin Hills Farmers Market is 
closed. SOLA Co-Op has been taking some orders 
for pick-up.

2nd and 4th Sat, Chuco’s Justice Center legal 
clinic: 10a-12n, 7625 S Central Ave LA 90001, 323-
235-4243. Prepare for Court - Build a Participatory 
Defense Strategy, Petition to Have Your Name 
Removed from a Gang Database or Gang Injunction, 
Expunge Your Criminal or Juvenile Record Prepare 
for the Parole Board / Commutations and Pardons 
/ Get Prop 47 Relief Immigration Law / Deportation 
Defense. Contact to find out how information is being 
made available:  info@youth4justice.org 323-235-
4243 http://www.youth4justice.org/  

Every Sat, JVP - CodePINK Vigil for Palestine & 
Migrant Rights, 2-4p, 3rd St. Promenade at Arizona 
Ave., Santa Monica suspended until further notice.

Last Saturday, Move to Amend Local Meeting, 
1-3p, Holy Grounds Coffee & Tea, 5371 Alhambra 
Ave, LA 90032, 323-255-1279. Call to check, venue 
probably closed.

All Laughtears.com events are semi-postponed, 
new dates TBA. We’ll be meeting in the clouds a la
Richard Brautigan, who said, “Everyone has a place 
in history. Mine is clouds.” Feel safe! Call Gerry 
Fialka for weekly zoom & video chat sessions 310-
306-7330, email: pfsuzy@aol.com. See article by 
Gerry Fialka elsewhere in this issue.

UndocU 2.0 Conference postponed until the Fall 
of 2020. http://www.cla.csulb.edu/departments/gms/
undocu-2-0/

Black Lives Matter and allies speak out at LA 
Police Commission meeting inside LAPD’s 

Police Administration Building.

-p. 3 -
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MON - JUN 1

Peoples Strike first of every month: monthly 
physical and virtual protests, rent strikes and 
defense of working people, Black communities and 
other people of color, building a coalition on the 
basis of unity not uniformity, initiated by Cooperation 
Jackson in Mississippi. For more information, 
contact: mayday2020generalstrike@gmail.com

Separately, Alliance of Independent Workers 
(organizing gig workers at Uber, Lyft and elsewhere) 
is calling for coordinated actions nationally on June 
1 and monthly thereafter on the first, focusing on 
health and safety concerns of workers being forced 
back to work. 

Possible socially responsible, physically distanced 
action demanding CalOSHA inspect and guarantee 
health and safety conditions for workers being 
forced back to work, that Newsom’s May revise 
austerity budget favoring prisons over schools, 
healthcare, social welfare and state workers be 
rejected, and that the state release elderly, infirm 
and vulnerable prisoners to supportive transitional 
housing, at the DTLA Ronald Reagan State Office 
Bldg, 3rd & Spring, at 12 noon. Check with 323-636-
7388 or antiracistaction_la@yahoo.com to see if the 
event is on.

TUE - JUN 2

JJLA presents OUTLOUD! a showcase of 
LGBTQIA+ artists, and the Outloud: Raising 
Voices web series will help raise funds for 
PRIDE organizations across the country! Tune 
in to OUTLOUD’s Facebook page for a new 
episode each Tuesday and Wednesday through 
June! #WeAreOUTLOUD. www.facebook.
com/OfficiallyOUTLOUD http://tinyurl.com/
OUTLOUDEp-2

Telehealth: Adults Molested As Children - 
Psychoeducational Group Tuesdays from 6-8 p. 
The first  two sessions of each group will be open 
to new members. From the third session on, the 
groups will be closed. For more info, contact Group 
Coordinator/Facilitator, Lizette Pavon, at lizette.
pavon@strengthunited.org https://www.facebook.
com/events/276945930362701/

WED - JUN  3

Refugee & Migrant Advocacy Day, 10a-5p online. 
During this critical time, it’s important for lawmakers, 
advocates, and leaders to come together to take 
action for refugees and immigrants. Join us for 
Facebook Live-streams with State Legislators, 
Community Panel Discussions with experts and 
refugees,  and Fundraisers. Register here: https://
refugeeandmigrantadvocacyday.eventbrite.com

Children of Incarcerated Parents, Two-part 
interactive discussion exploring the impacts of 
Covid-19 and the trauma it inflicts on an often 
invisible population: children of incarcerated 
parents.

Panel 1: COVID-19 Pandemic, Mental Health 
Trauma and the Impact on Children/Youth of 
Incarcerated Parents with Dr. Jocelyn F. Garrick, 
Oakland Highland Hospital; Dr. Joyce Dorado, 
UCSF HEARTS Program
Panel 2: The Pandemic: Voices of Families and 
Youth from the Community with Sylvia Harvey, 
author, The Shadow System; Karen McDaniel, 
director, Place4Grace; Sam Lewis, director, Anti 
Recidivism Coalition. https://www.facebook.com/
events/1516345858536721/

THU -  JUN 4

Justice Not Jails is not meeting this month, even 
virtually. Next meeting on July 2, 6:30-8p.

FRI - JUN 5

Wildlife and Ecology of California - Virtual 

Classes,  2:30-3:30p, Tickets: la.biocitizen.org
SAT - JUN 6

Boyle Heights and East LA-- Stop 5G Global Day 
of Action Press Conference, Forum and Festival.
Yes To Our Children, Community and Planet - No To 
Verizon’s Radiating Cell Tower In The Middle Of Our 
Community Garden And By Our Pre-school! Please 
wear masks, practice social distancing and bring 
a chair for your comfort.  You may want to bring a 
hat or umbrella in case of heat, and snacks. 12n, 
La Casa Del Mexicano, 2900 Calle Pedro Infante, 
LA 90033. Info: Brenda Martinez, Boyle Heights 
Residents and Farmers against 5G Radiation, 323-
347-1142, b7trumar@gmail.com; David Sanchez, 
Brown Beret National Party and Movement,  323-
691-0543, bbnp@gmx.com; Julie Levine, 5G Free 

California, 310-455-9389, 5GFreeCalifornia@gmail.com
SUN - JUN 7

One World: Ending Endless War & Creating a 
Just, Peaceful, and Healthy Planet, hosted by 
ICUJP, online, 1–4p.  www.eventbrite.com 

Keynote Speaker: Rev. James Lawson, Pastor 
Emeritus, Holman United Methodist Church
Featured Sessions:  BREAKOUT SESSION #1:
Peace with Justice
• Jodie Evans, Cofounder and Director, CODEPINK: 
Women For Peace
• Shakeel Syed, Regional Director, American 
Muslims for Palestine

Environmental Justice
• Hop Hopkins, Director of Strategic Partnerships, 
Sierra Club
• Dr. John Cobb, Center For Process Studies; 
Process and Faith

Racial and Religious Justice
• Hyepin Im, Founder and CEO, Faith And 
Community Empowerment formerly KCCD
• Dr. Zaman Stanizai, Professor of Political Science, 
Cal State Dominguez Hills
Economic Justice
• Ashley Gonzales, Faith Rooted Organizer, CLUE: 
Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice 
• Hannah Petersen, Community Organizer, 
Unitehere! Local 11 

BREAKOUT SESSION #2:
Peace with Justice
• Salam Al-Marayati, President, Muslim Public 
Affairs Council - MPAC 
• Dr. Douglas Becker, Assistant Professor of 
International Relations, University of Southern 
California

Environmental Justice
• Lisa Smithline, Old Dog Documentaries

Racial and Religious Justice
• Rabbi Mel Gottlieb, President, Academy for Jewish 
Religion | CA
• Tahil Sharma, North American Coordinator, United 
Religions Initiative 
Economic Justice
• Sen. Maria Elena Durazo (invited), California State 
Senate, District 24

With the entire world engulfed in a pandemic, we’re 
seeing as never before how interdependent we all are 
– and how much we must all stand together NOW to 
fight militarism, racism, poverty, and injustice. Please 
join Interfaith Communities United for Justice and 
Peace (ICUJP) online for One World: Ending Endless 
War and Creating a Just, Peaceful, Healthy Planet!

Please RSVP on Eventbrite using the Tickets link. 
You’ll be asked to choose two breakout sessions from 
the above options. Once you’ve registered, you’ll 
receive a confirmation email with details on how to 
join the online conference. ICUJP is presenting this 
conference free of charge so that all can attend. If 
you’d like to help offset our costs, we gratefully 
welcome your support at http://icujp.org/donations. 
For questions, please contact ICUJP at (213) 373-
4006 or communications@icujp.org.

ANOTHER NOOSE: WHAT’S GOING ON IN OUR 
SCHOOLS?, 6:30 -8p zoom meeting, Committee 
For Racial Justice (CRJ). Recently, on the campus of 
Malibu High School, some white students made use 
of a noose in teasing and taunting a Black student, 
who then dropped out of school.  Given the horrible 
role played by the lynching (commonly by means of 
a hangman’s noose) of Black people by white people 
in US history, people of good will are distressed and 
disturbed by such an incident. We at CRJ are very 
concerned for the well-being of the black student 
in the incident. We also believe that it’s important 
to investigate the overall racial climate on campus 
and indeed of all schools in SMMUSD. There’s the 
threat posed by a well-organized, manipulative 
and strategically skilled cadre of white supremacist 
ideologues who use the internet to recruit, especially 
a set of insecure teenage boys, to their hateful, racist 
and misogynistic view of the world. CRJ’s June 7 
workshop will discuss the incident at Malibu High. In 
addition, guest speaker Dr. Shelly Tochluk will present 
a hard hitting, informative analysis of how white 
supremacists use the internet. Dr.Tochluk teaches at 
Mt. St. Mary’s University. She has for years been one 
of the leaders of AWARE-LA (Alliance of White Anti-
Racists Everywhere), and co-produces AWARE’s 
4-day summer institute Unmasking Whiteness, which leads 
white people into a deeper understanding of their personal 
relationship to race, white privilege, and systemic racism.  
She is the author of two books: Witnessing Whiteness:  The 
Need to Talk about Race and How to Do It and Living in the 
Tension: The Quest for a Spiritualized Racial Justice. If you 
are NOT on our list already, call Joanne at 310-42-5431
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MON - JUN 8

Prep/Deliver Donated Food to L.A Seniors in Need, 
Helping Hands Community, 9a,133 N Sunol Dr, LA 
90063.Register here https://x.gldn.io/sFn9PHX5i6 
Make a profile on http://HelpingHands.Community.  
Ensure you are complying with the Community 
Protocols for Helping Hands https://helpinghands.
community/community. Gino Barragan  LBarragan@
widercircle.com  (818) 261-8532

TUE - JUN 9

DIG Safe Space Series: Positive Impact, 9–11a, 
Online Event, Tickets www.thinkla.org You don’t have 
to be the leader of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion to 
make a difference at your organization. Everyone can 
make a positive impact. In this two-hour workshop, 
you’ll learn the tools and essential building blocks to 
empower you, your teams and your leaders to move 
from awareness into action and from overwhelmed to 
clarity around diversity, equity, and inclusion. https://
www.facebook.com/events/249823296358844/

WED - JUN  10

LCLAA Los Angeles Monthly Meeting (Labor 
Council for Latin American Advancement), likely 
a virtual zoom call, For info (310) 522-2284 admin@
lclaalosangeles.org LCLAA - Los Angeles Chapter
2130 James M. Wood Blvd.

THU -  JUN 11

FRI - JUN 12

SAT - JUN 13

La Escuelita de SILA / Saturday School of 
LATU, East Hollywood Local - Los Angeles Tenants 
Union/Sindicato de Iniquilinxs de Los Angeles, 
10a–12:30p, Internet + Telephone Only! RSVP/Se 
ruega confirmación a outreach@latenantsunion.org 
L.A. Tenants Union (LATU)/Sindicato de Inquilinos 
de Los Ángeles (SILA), PO Box 27354, LA 90027, 
(213) 986-8266, info@latenantsunion.org, http://
latenantsunion.org, http://www.facebook.com/
latenantsunion

SUN - JUN 14

MON - JUN 15

TUE - JUN 16

Carmen’s 9:30am Zoom Senior Zumba Class 
hosted by Amistad Senior Club - Dr Ajay G. Meka
9:30–10:15a, Amistad Senior Club - Dr Ajay G. Meka, 
201 S Broadway, Santa Ana 92701. To participate in 
the free zoom class, contact us: 714-742-5330, www.
amistadseniormedicalclinics.com

WED - JUN  17

THU -  JUN 18

Change Links mid-month planning call. Email 
changelinks2@gmail.com for details.

FRI - JUN 19

Juneteenth, commemoration of enslaved African 
people in Texas learning of the Emancipation 
Proclamation, celebrated by Black people nationally, 
and particularly in TX and among Black people who 
migrated elsewhere from Texas and Louisiana. Day-
long coverage of protests, themed on “slavery and 

abolition, then and now”, including situations with 
COVID inside prisons, jails and detention centers, 
and the dangerous conditions and lack of proper 
personal protective equipment facing workers being 
forced back to work to keep the flow of profits going. 
Check out covidtaskforce.pacifica.org and the 
Pacifica Foundation TV channel on YouTube, as well 
as possible broadcast on KPFK and webcasts on 
www.kpfk.org and/or www.pacifica.org

Black “Do” Tank, 1–3p, The Umoja Center, 3347 
W. 43rd Street, LA 90008. t is nice to have Black 
THINK tanks and we need those too. This is what we 
THINK is the first Black DO tank. Our first project is 
the proliferation of BlackEconomicsMatter.com 323-
300-6078, info@crenshawsubway.org

SAT - JUN 20

Poor People’s Campaign A NATIONAL CALL FOR 
MORAL REVIVAL, Mass Poor People’s Assembly & 
Moral March On Washington virtual rally: Register: 

https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/june2020/
The Mass Poor People’s Assembly and Moral March 
on Washington will be the largest digital gathering 
of poor, dispossessed and impacted people, faith 
leaders, and people of conscience on June 20, 2020.
The increasing urgency of a broad movement led by 
the poor and most impacted is more apparent every 
day. Now is the time to organize towards collective 
action to enact a moral agenda for the nation. As our 
ranks grow in the coming months due to COVID-19 
and the ongoing crisis of poverty, building a platform 
for the plight, fight, and insight of the poor is even 
more urgent. To begin, go to www.june2020.org to 
let us know you will join us on June 20, 2020 We 
are marshalling our collective voices to demonstrate 
the power of our communities. We demand that 
both major political parties address the interlocking 
injustices of systemic racism, poverty, ecological 
devastation, militarism and the distorted moral 
narrative of religious nationalism by implementing our 
Moral Agenda. This 2 hour program will be broadcast 
on Saturday, June 20 at 10:00am EST and 6:00pm 
EST and again on Sunday, June 21st at 6:00pm EST. 
Visit June2020.org to tune in.

SUN - JUN 21

Fathers’ Day

KPFK Local Station Board meeting, 10:30a, almost 
certainly virtual until further notice. Check www.kpfk.
org for details of telephonic or Zoom meeting

MON - JUN 22

TUE - JUN 23

How to Sprout/Grow Micro Broccoli 
w Benefits Sulforaphane, Creation 
Family Farms, 18801 Erwin St, 
LA 91335. (818) 823-6641, info@
creationfamilyfarms.com, Come on 
by and learn how to grow for yourself. 
$20 donation sets you up with a kit and 
you leave with a basket of knowledge 
and goodies, all ORGANIC.

WED - JUN  24

THU -  JUN 25

Chapter Chat virtual meet-up, 

United Nations Association-LA ,6-7p. Weekly 
virtual hangout where we can come together 
to connect, discuss ideas, and continue our 
commitment to the UNs sustainable development 
goals (SDGs). Every week we will host a uniquely 
designed “chat” around a specific topic or theme. 
This is a space meant to provide us all with relief and 
comfort, while still working toward a common cause. 
info@unalosangeles.org https://www.facebook.com/
events/233531137841148/

FRI - JUN 26

SAT - JUN 27

SUN - JUN 28

Anniversary of the Stonewall Rebellion against 
police brutality generally considered to have 
launched the modern militant US gay liberation 
movement and the LGBTQ struggle.

Christopher Street West, which held the first 
permitted gay liberation march on June 28, 1970 in 
Los Angeles to mark the 1 year anniversary of the 
events in NY, and runs the annual Pride Parade in 
WeHo, has decided the responsible decision is to not 
host any in-person celebrations for the remainder of 
the year.
     “The safety of the community is our top priority, 
and CSW must act responsibly to protect our 
community in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Our community has always adapted, changed and 
become more resilient in the face of uncertain times. 
Although we cannot celebrate Pride with a Festival or 

Parade, CSW will make sure that the spirit of Pride 
is not forgotten. We are in this together, and we are 
here for you as we continue to navigate through 
this situation,” said Estevan Montemayor, President 
of the CSW Board of Directors.celebration,” added 
Montemayor. More here: https://lapride.org/la-pride-
reimagines-50th-anniversary-celebrations-amid-covid-19/

MON - JUN 29

MON - JUN 30- p. 5 -



Black L.A. Demands Over COVID-19 and Black Death Rates
https://www.blmla.org/newsfeed/2020/4/16/black-los-angeles-demands-in-light-of-covid-19-and-rates-of-black-death

     Black people are dying at two-three times our population 
share from COVID-19. In Los Angeles County, the rate of 
Black death is twice our population share, with Black people 
constituting 9% of the County population, but 17% of the 
COVID-19 deaths. With nearly 900,000 Black residents 
in the County and 403,000 Black residents in the City (the 
eighth highest number of any city in the United States), what 
happens in Los Angeles has serious national implications. 
While several initiatives have been launched nationally, 
state-wide and locally, none speak to the particular needs 
of the Black community. The disproportionate and deadly 
impact of COVID-19 on the Black community magnifies 
what we have known, that “underlying conditions” result 
from an enduring system of racial apartheid and oppression. 
Interlocking economic, political, and social injustices collide 
with long-standing patterns of medical racism to make 
COVID-19 a Black issue that demands a response specific to 
the needs of the Black community.
     The demands were developed by a coalition of more than 
50 Black Los Angeles-based community leaders. Included are 
both immediate demands meant for emergency implementation 
during the Coronavirus crisis, and long-term demands, necessary 
to eradicate the underlying conditions that are at the root of the 
disproportionate impact of the public health crisis and economic 
fallout.  
     The drafted demands respond to the urgency of the moment in 
light of the COVID-19 crisis and related fallout. To address the 
demands, a significant share of stimulus and public funding must 
be earmarked as grants for the Black community and ongoing program 
funding should be redirected from police and law enforcement budgets to 
provide resources that bring real public safety. While the list is substantial, 
it was written under severe time-constraints and is not meant to be 
exhaustive or inclusive of the total set of Black community needs. 

Immediate Demands:

Testing, Public Health, and Patient Rights
1.     Complete collection and release of Los Angeles County and California 
data on COVID-19 cases and deaths, with particular focus on areas with 
large Black populations.
2.     Universal access to non-invasive testing in Black communities 
throughout the County, especially South Central Los Angeles, Watts, Skid 
Row, Compton, and Inglewood.
3.     Any COVID-19-related testing or future vaccinations must be 
voluntary, not mandatory or conditional for employment, education, 
access to public resources, or any other economic, political, or social 
functioning.
4.     Prohibit sharing non-COVID-19-related medical information and 
required destruction of COVID-19-related medical records held by entities 
other than direct healthcare providers, including government and private 
parties, to preserve patient privacy rights.
5.     Collection of self-identified racial, gender, income, age, occupation, 
employment-status, geographic residency, and housing-status data at first 
point of medical contact.
6.     No forced removal of people from their homes under the guise of 
quarantine, or for any other reason.
7.     Allowance for a support partner and medical advocate of patient’s 
choosing during any procedure or treatment, and, if needed at time of 
death.
8.     On-demand, free medical care for Black residents of Los Angeles 
County during the COVID-19 crisis.

Education and Families
9.     Adoption of all Students Deserve education demands by Los Angeles 
Unified School District and all districts County-wide.
10.  Continuance of visitation and reunification programs (in distance-
learning format as necessary) for parents with children under the authority 
of the Department of Children and Family Services, and freezing of 
reunification timelines.

Support for Black Workers 
and Small Business Owners

11.  Public contracting with Black-owned restaurants and stores for 
healthy food and supply delivery during the pandemic and beyond.
12.  Resources, not “enforcement,” for Black-owned businesses that have 
not been able to shut down during the crisis.
13.  Guaranteed, timely assistance filing for economic resources, including 
unemployment and small business loans and grants.
14.  Support for Black essential workers, especially those who are 
underpaid (including gig economy workers), by providing hazard pay, 
protective equipment, hotel rooms to mitigate the possibility of passing 
the virus to family members, and an ongoing livable wage and paid sick 
leave.
15.  Income supplement of $2000 per month per adult and $1000 per 
month per child for all Black residents for the duration of the pandemic 
and economic fallout.

Public Safety
16.  Employ properly-equipped, non-violent, community care workers as 
neighborhood resources, instead of expanding patrols by funding police 
and law enforcement.
17.  Funding for neighborhood-based community care plans in Black 
communities throughout the County, especially South Central Los 
Angeles, Watts, Skid Row, Compton, and Inglewood.
18.  Moratorium on all non-violent arrests.
19.  Dismissal of all non-violent criminal warrants and citations.

Housing
20.  On-demand, safe housing and supportive resources for unsheltered 
people and those fleeing unsafe conditions in unused hotel and motel 
rooms and vacant housing units.
21.  Cancellation of rents and mortgages, and replacement of rental income 

to non-corporate Black property owners until the pandemic 
and economic fallout subsides.
22.  Stop all sweeps of houseless settlements and provide 
bathrooms, showers, hand washing stations, soap, water, 
laundry vouchers, dumpsters, vermin abatement, and cleaning 
supplies. 

Criminal Justice Reform
23.  Immediate release of all people who are pretrial, 
bail-eligible, elderly, youth, pregnant, infirmed, immune-
compromised and those held on parole/probation violations or 
infractions/non-serious misdemeanors from jails or detention.
24.  Immediate release of all people who are parole-eligible, 
parole-suitable, elderly, youth, pregnant, infirmed, immune-
compromised and those held on parole violations or non-
violent felonies from prisons.
25.  Provision of free housing, healthcare, food resources, and 
community reintegration support (including help acquiring 
documents like legal identification) for all people returning 
from prison, jail, or detention.
26.  Continuance of rehabilitative programs offered by 
community-based organizations to incarcerated people who 
will not be released through distance-learning to allow them 
to continue to earn time off their sentences.
27.  Mandatory usage of personal protective equipment (PPE) 
by all correctional staff in jails and prisons and provision of 
PPE to all incarcerated people. 

Transportation
28.  Free public transportation for all for the duration of the 
pandemic and economic fallout.
29.  Cancellation of fare evasion citations on public 
transportation.

Other Resources
30.  Funding to provide free, culturally-competent funeral and 
burial/cremation services for COVID-19 deaths.
31.  Resources for culturally-competent community education 
on safer-at-home practices led by Black organizers and 
educators, with a corresponding prohibition of arrests, fines, 
and citations in response to safer-at-home violations.32.  
Provision of free face-coverings and gloves at all COVID-19 
testing sites, food distribution centers, open public facilities, 
grocery stores, restaurants, and essential businesses.

Long Term Demands:

Reparations
33.  Reparations for all Black victims of COVID-19 (or their 
families in cases of death), who were unable to get support 
due to the lack of testing, access to healthcare, and/or overall 
medical racism. 
Healthcare
34.  Universal, quality, accessible healthcare.
35.  Funding for Black-led, culturally-competent, free exercise 
and wellness classes in Black communities throughout the 
County, especially South Central Los Angeles, Watts, Skid 
Row, Compton, and Inglewood.
36.  Funding for free culturally-competent counseling and 
mental health resources for Black residents of Los Angeles 
County.

37.  Medical education that centers cultural-competency, 
and interrogates implicit bias and anti-Black racism and 
ongoing retraining of medical professionals in these areas.

Environment
38.  Funding for organizations that address and work 
to remedy overarching environmental racism in Black 
communities.

Food Security
39.  Weekly farmers markets in Black communities 
throughout the County, especially South Central Los 
Angeles, Watts, Skid Row, Compton, and Inglewood.
40.  Vouchers for fresh produce for Black residents of Los 
Angeles County that are universally accepted at all places 
that sell food.
41.  Funding for culturally-competent healthy eating and 
food preparation classes run by Black-led organizations.
42.  Creation and maintenance of urban farmland and urban 
farming education in Black communities throughout the 
County, especially South Central Los Angeles, Watts, Skid 
Row, Compton, and Inglewood.
43.  Funding for Black organizations to start and support 
maintenance of home-based gardens in Black communities 
throughout the County, especially South Central Los 
Angeles, Watts, Skid Row, Compton, and Inglewood.

Education
44.  Recruitment of and scholarships for Black students 
to pursue careers in healthcare, including naturopathy and 
holistic medicinal practices.
45.  Funding for Black scholarships, student recruitment, 
retention, and graduation initiatives at Charles Drew 
University.
46.  Guaranteed admission, scholarship, and support 
programming for Black students to all public colleges and 
universities.

Housing
47.  Declare housing as a human right and provide universal 
permanent housing for all.

Criminal Justice Reform
48.  Automatic diversion services for all arrests of those 
under age 25, covering all offenses
49.  Funding for and prioritization of alternatives to 
incarceration.

Public Safety
50.  Prioritization of culturally-competent community 
solutions and resources to address public safety, including 
livable wage jobs, mental health services, after school 
programs, and community care workers, instead of police 
and law enforcement.

Transportation
51.  Free public transportation for all, beginning with K-12 
youth and seniors.
52.  Double MTA schedule and make service available 
24-hours-per-day and 7-days-per-week.

Other Resources
53.  Free, quality, universal childcare.
54.  Provide ample high quality, safe, accessible recreational 
spaces and cultural services including: parks, facilities, 
programs, and special events.
55.  Financial incentives to create and maintain worker-
controlled cooperatives.- p. 6 -



DON’T MOURN --
ORGANIZE!

...Continued from p. 1
     Getting organized to deal with this requires 
uniting in a principled fashion in solidarity with 
the demands of Black, Raza, indigenous and 
Asian people, and with the needs and concerns 
of “essential” workers and all those being called 
back to work to restore the flow of profits to the 
owners and bosses.

     Opposing Trump is Not Enough
     Congressional Democrats have offered inadequate 
proposals and signed off on the give-aways and 
bailout to Wall Street. We can’t accept the nostrums 
of “liberal” political figures like Gov. Newsom, 
Mayor Garcetti or NY Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who 
maintain mass incarceration and impose austerity.
    While mouthing platitude of concern, Newsom’s 
budget slashes spending on schools and health 
care while maintaining prisons. Garcetti’s parallel 
proposal for LA reduces spending on housing and 
social services while increasing the already bloated 
LAPD’s coffers, so that policing consumes a larger 
majority of LA city funds than ever. Cuomo tries 
to provide personal expressions of concern for 
COVID victims and simultaneously invites high 
tech big data companies to contract with the state of 
NY to transform the economy, track people’s every 
move, and render increasing numbers of workers 
superfluous and disposable.
      We need to walk and chew gum at the same time, 
deal with the COVID, climate and capitalist crises 
simultaneously. The COVID pandemic is rooted in 
the globalization of monopoly finance capital and 
industrialized agriculture, the destruction of wetlands 
and wildlife habitat, and the general environmental 
crisis of imperialism, a system that is not merely 
parasitic, but necrotic -- it spreads death because it 
feeds on it.
      The only solution is an eco-socialist one; not just a 
“Green New Deal,” but a new way of life, based on 
decolonization, cooperative economics and production for 
use governed by the workers themselves, shaped by human 
needs in harmony with the cyclical ecology of nature.
    We must advance demands and struggles that expose 
the nature of this system and the economic and political 
elites that it serves by means of exploitation, oppression 
and repression. Such a critique, uplifting the humanity 
and just struggles for liberation of Black people and other 
colonized and oppressed people, is the only thing that 
can crack through the appeal that white racial nationalists 
and demagogic politicians are making to white working 
people.

...Continued from p. 1
 and federal disinvestment in affordable housing, combined with untreated trauma and mental illness, are pushing people 
into homelessness faster than they can be lifted out.”
      The unhoused population desperately needs resources to protect them from COVID-19
      As of April, 33 unsheltered people in LA had tested positive for COVID-19. As Supervisor Hilda Solis points out, 
individuals experiencing homelessness often lack a safe space to self-isolate or practice physical distancing. Many are 
older adults or suffer from underlying medical conditions that leave them particularly vulnerable to COVID-19.”
     More police doesn’t equal less crime. More spending on policing when crime is already down and dropping doesn’t 
make sense. Crime in LA is down 23% percent since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. Even before COVID-19, 
violent crime in LA was down. In January of this year, the Police Chief said it’s “one of the safest times In LA.” The 
proposed budget includes $47 million dollars for police overtime–overtime spending should be reserved for a time when 
there is a demonstrated need for more police not less. More needless spending on policing means less money for human-
centered services. Money will come directly from needed investments in health, housing, and education.
     In 2019, New York made the conscious decision to reduce the number of police and crime continued to go down.  
More police isn’t the way to more public safety. More police can actually lead to more crime and distrust of police. 
Practices that over-police and target specific communities for arrest can make people less likely to report crimes in 
their communities. Over-policing can create the negative effect of punitive, militaristic policing, which is especially 
dangerous in communities of color.
      More spending on policing means fewer resources available for other public safety strategies that are better for 
communities. A bigger policing budget means less investment in community-based drug and mental health treatment, 
education, and other social institutions that can make communities safer while improving life outcomes for all. Investment 
in violence interruption programs that are community-based have had better public safety benefits than more aggressive, 
arrest-driven policing initiatives.
     You can watch a forum on the Peoples Budget proposal with Melina Abdullah, Dr. Julianne Malveaux, and others 
here: https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=3069839423100937&ref=watch_permalink

#PeoplesBudgetLA: Caring, Not Killing!

Political Prisoner Contracts COVID while NYS Appeals His Release
by the Jalil Muntaqim Taskforce
     Jalil Muntaqim (Anthony Bottom) is a Black elder and former member of the Black Panther Party 
who has been in prison since 1971. He had been experiencing early symptoms of COVID-19 over 
the last few days and was tested by staff at Sullivan Correctional Facility in New York.
     On Monday, May 25, his fever increased and a positive test result caused his transfer to an Albany 
hospital. Jalil’s current health crisis is a clear indication that he needs to be released from custody as 
soon as possible. Absent release, his parole-eligible sentence can become a death sentence.

     A writ of habeas corpus on behalf of Jalil requesting 
relief based on his heightened vulnerability to 
contract the virus was filed on Monday, April 13. On 
April 27, Judge Schick in Sullivan County granted 
Jalil Muntaqim’s release. But New York Attorney 
General Letitia James appealed the judge’s decision, 
preventing Jalil’s release.
     On April 30, the members of the New York State Black, 
Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian Legislative Caucus 
wrote Attorney General Letitia James in support of the 
recent court ruling granting the temporary release of Jalil 
Muntaqim from custody:
     “We are certain you are aware that numerous doctors 
and public health experts have publicly concluded that the 
only way to manage the risk to incarcerated populations 
posed by this virus is to rapidly and decisively release the 
most vulnerable populations who are at the highest risk. 

And unfortunately, COVID-19 has already entered the New York State prison. “The caucus has previously appealed to 
the governor in support of Mr. Bottom’s (Jalil’s) clemency application last year. With the advent of this pandemic, it is 
ever more apparent that it is time to allow for his safe transition back into society.

Black Panther political prisoner Jalil Muntaqim

     “This is precisely the correct moment to act – before 
there are exponentially-increasing numbers of cases of 
COVID-19 in prisons and no way to care for people. The 
state has an obligation to afford adequate medical care and 
livable conditions of confinement in its prison system. 
As the virus continues to spread in the prisons, there will 
be no way to do that, creating a looming legal and moral 
liability.”.
     Despite the intervention of the New York State Black, 
Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian Legislative Caucus and 
Judge Schick’s decision to release him, Jalil has remained 
in custody and is now suffering from COVID-19 with 
great risk to his life.
     The US has the highest number of coronavirus-related 
deaths in the world. New York State is the epicenter with 
the highest number of cases and mortalities.Within that, 
jails and prisoners under New York’s Department of 
Corrections are the epicenters within the epicenter. There 
are already 492 confirmed cases among incarcerated people 
and 1,270 among staff in the state prisons (these numbers 
do not include Rikers Island and other jails). Given the 
lack of widespread testing and the rampant asymptomatic 
spread, the numbers of people actually infected are likely 
much higher.
     Roughly 43,000 people – most of whom are Black 
and Latinx people – are incarcerated in New York State’s 
prison system; of these, 9,550 are older adults, and many 
are health compromised. It is impossible for prisons to 
comply with CDC recommendations on hygiene and social 
distancing and there are already 11 confirmed COVID-
related deaths of older people in New York prisons since 
the beginning of April.
     The continued confinement of older and/or health 
compromised prisoners fuels the pandemic, not only 
among incarcerated people but also in the communities 
where prison staff live.

     Jalil Muntaqim’s release is a public health imperative. 
Jalil’s release works in the interest of public health, 
including the health and safety of all New Yorkers and all 
prisoners.
     The release of an older and medically vulnerable person 
from prison is a public health intervention consistent with 
the recommendations of medical and public health experts, 
legal and academic organizations, and faith community 
leaders and criminal justice researchers. Experts agree 
that prisons cannot provide protection from COVID-19 
infection and that older incarcerated people and others 
with underlying conditions are in grave danger.
     Jalil falls squarely in the categories listed by the Centers 
for Disease Control as having the highest risk. He is over 
65 and suffers from hypertension, which resulted in a 
stroke several years ago, as well as from several chronic 
respiratory ailments. Not only is his release consistent 
with the recommendations of public health experts, but all 
other imprisoned New Yorkers with similar vulnerabilities 
should also be released.
     As news outlets have reported, some – though far from 
enough – similarly-situated individuals have been released 
from immigration detention, local jails and federal prison 
due to their heightened vulnerability to COVID-19. Where 
prison administrators, governors and others in power 
have refused to release vulnerable people, courts are 
rightly recognizing that immediate release is a life-saving 
intervention and that the pandemic is an unprecedented 
challenge for the criminal legal system. Tweet @
NYGovCuomo and @TishJames @NewYorkStateAG to 
say free Jalil.
     It is time for Jalil Muntaqim to come home to 

his family and his community!
     Oral arguments on whether Jalil should be released 
were scheduled for Thursday May 28, at 10 AM Pacific 
time.

     We must present internationalist and inter-communal 
solutions that counter the faux anti-elitism of Trump or the 
Proud Boys and “Boogaloo” militias he has unleashed on 
the throngs desperate to “return to normal” and get back to 
earning a living.
     We must oppose the US war machine and its deadly 
sanctions and interventions globally, the police state, mass 
incarceration and counter-insurgency operations inside the 
US, and the war on the poor and on nature that are the 
everyday manifestation of the economic activity of capital 
and empire. It has never been clearer that our survival, and 
that of the web of life on the planet, is at stake.
     Responses welcome. Email antiracistaction_la@yahoo.com 
or check out https://antiracist.com for more content and use the 
contact form.
    - p. 7 -
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CLASSIFIED AD

Tutor in English/ESL,  helps you read, speak, 
write better.  Also, help write & edit/technical/

scientific reports & theses.
Translation from German, Italian, 

Croatian & Portuguese.  
See my  “Professor” ad on CraigsList. 

Call Ivan 310-649-2291 x-2

If you like what you’ve read -- 
Subscribe to Change Links!

Reader Subscriptions 
Finance the Paper.

Regular subs are $25, Sustainers $50, Low Income $12 a year, 
payable to AFGJ with Change Links in the memo, 

(we can’t process checks made out to “Change Links”) 
& mail to: Change Links, PO Box 34236,

Los Angeles CA 90034

Name: _______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

City: ________________ St: ___ Zip: _____________

Tel:__________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________

Amount enclosed: ______________________________

Thanks! You’ll be glad you did!
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is available

for your display ad!

Advertise 
in Change-Links and 

reach 1000s of 
active, socially-

conscious readers 
around Southern 

California.
Contact us for info 

on discount rates for 
multiple ads.

Half-page: $350
1/4 page: $185
1/6 page: $120

Business card: $25

Classified ad: $5 for 
4 lines (1 column wide)

(about 36 words).
$5 requested per 
calendar listing.

Pay to AFGJ/Change-Links

MOVE TO AMEND Video Resource:
“A Question of Personhood” introduces corporate 

constitutional rights issue and Move to Amend. 
7 min 35 sec Search “Personhood” on youtube.com

Move to Amend Local meeting: 
Last Saturday of the month, 1-3p. 

Holy Grounds Coffee & Tea,  
5371 Alhambra Ave, LA. 323.255.1279

LA City Health Services: Tips on 
Staying Safe During COVID-19 

Compiled by Bella De Soto
• Watch for weekly texts & short videos: https://bit.ly/2zuRFQt 
• Questions about face covers?  Watch this COVID-19 video from LA Health 
Services https://bit.ly/2T3miDj 
• Watch for weekly texts & short videos: https://bit.ly/2zuRFQt 
     For other services like meal delivery for the elderly (over 55), contact your 
local/nearby Senior Center, and register, if you are in need of this and other 
services.
     You can reach out by calling the City of LA’s at the number for most 
services at 311: 
The 311 Call Center provides various options to connect to a wide variety of 
non-emergency City services and general City information. Some of the most 
popular City services can be requested by calling 311 or (213) 473-3231, using 
the MyLA311  website or by submitting via the MyLA311 mobile app. 
https://myla311.lacity.org/portal/faces/ home
     Every city in LA County has its own depot for its services… Another 
resource for those in the Inglewood area, sponsored by the Uplift Inglewood 
Coalition, https://www.upliftinglewood.org/, an anti-gentrification rent-control 
community group. Pre-register 
for specific future dates (the last 
event was on May 30th): Free 
pre-packaged meals / How: 
Drive-thru and walk-up service 
only. Registration: tinyurl.com/
wondalunchonus; however, 
walk-ups are welcome.

Healthy Nutrition for Your Pet
by Bella De Soto <bella@bellads.info>
     I recently researched this site for pets’ health benefits, and was impressed, 
but you can check it out for yourself. You could also blend the long list of 
items yourself, but it could take time. However, if you do not want to spend 
the money thru this site, do it yourself, and just refrigerate to serve fresh.  Your 
pet(s) will thank you.
     Various elements of Western medicine combined with nutritional therapy 
to improve health and longevity for pets (dogs and cats) has been created by a 
veterinarian, Dr. Martin Goldstein. He sells a product, “Nature’s Blend”. but as 
I say, you can combine the natural ingredients yourself. https://dogfoodexpose.
com/aff_p2_index_200410A.php
     These nutritious elements can be a winner: cranberries, blueberries, chicken 
liver, turkey meat, cow organs, ginger, kale, carrots, green apples, broccoli, 
sweet potatoes, salt, spinach, kelp, salmon, eggs, pre-biotics: flax, omega 3 
(critical), brown rice, wheat germ, no white rice or wheat, or byproducts of 
any kind, or fillers.  From puppies to adult pets, this blend could be an answer 
for their long term health.

Change-Links healthy eating Corner

Frustration with CA Stimulus for Undocumented
by Corriente Obrera https://www.facebook.com/celulaobrera
     The “stimulus” to undocumented immigrants in California has been national news, about how 
the Democrats “support immigrants.” However, with a simple search we realize that in reality 
it’s only a publicity stunt and very limited program, to prop up the party and its candidates in the 
next elections, besides benefiting once again the big NGO’s (CHIRLA, CARECEN, etc) allied 
with the Democrats: who profit from the rights and needs of immigrants, who appropriate much 
of these resources, who strengthen themselves politically and economically with government and 
media aid, and do nothing but promote and seek votes for the Democratic Party, and the corrupt 
capitalist electoral system. (As soon as the application process for this aid began, many immigrants 
experienced frustration at the CHIRLA offices, and in trying to get help over the phone, with 
waiting times of up to 2 hours, only to be disconnected and put back on the waiting list.)
     In California there are approximately 2.2-3 million undocumented people, and the stimulus 
is only 125 million dollars. The number of beneficiaries would be at most 250,000, if they were 
given $500 each, but we don’t know how much the NGO’s take for their “services”. That means 
that only 1 out of every 8 undocumented people in CA would benefit, very common when it comes 
to “helping immigrants” through the years, with campaigns that seek to whitewash anti-immigrant 
Democrat governments.
     Taking into account that undocumented immigrants contribute to California MORE THAN 
3 BILLION dollars a year in taxes, and that most of us have been in the U.S. for decades, we 
realize that 125 million dollars is actually a miserable fraction, approximately 4% of the amount 
contributed in just 1 year, and we know that the majority of undocumented immigrants hardly ever 
stop working or contributing, since 
we don’t earn unemployment benefits.
     With $500, you can’t pay even 
half a month’s rent, even though we 
undocumented immigrants rent in 
the worst places and with the worst 
housing conditions. This “stimulus” 
for the few who manage to qualify, 
would not cover even one month’s 
food, even given the possibility that 
the movement for Rent Freeze would 
take hold, since with the supposed recent triumph by the increase in salary to $15, which is still 
not fully implemented; the increase in the price of basic products has already surpassed the pay 
increase, with record food and grocery inflation.
     California is known for having many “leftist” organizations, including several self-claimed 
“socialist,” and they know the negative role that NGOs play towards immigrants and the working 
class. Sadly many refuse to criticize, even superficially, these organizations such as CHIRLA, 
which publicly declares itself to be allied with and supportive of the Democratic Party, CARECEN, 
which subjugates Central American communities, or others who do so over Asian communities.
     It’s clear to us that the way to organize immigrants and working class must change radically. We 
cannot continue to be the tail of these organizations, which are intended to benefit the Democratic 
Party; to profit while they pretend to help immigrants; to profit from the voluntary efforts of 
activists who seek to do something for their communities, and fall into these organizations; to shut 
down any initiative of struggle by immigrants and allies in the working class. Not confronting 
these organizations, only makes them economically and politically stronger, to the extent that 
when there are actual mass mobilizations, they become the main barrier to the advancement of the 
struggles, not only for immigrants but mainly against the working class.
     We call for organizing independent of corporate Democrat money and politics, independent of 
pro-government organizations, and we seek unity of action with other groups and individuals who 
seek a real struggle for immigrants and the working class.
            -p. 8-


