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Dec 1 - World AIDS Day

Dec 6 - Symposium on Pre-Trial 
Justice

Dec 11 - Poor People’s Campaign
National M.O.R. E. Tour

Dec 13 - ICUJP Holiday Party with 
Rev. James Lawson

Dec 15 - Free Mumia & the MOVE 9 
Forum w/ Pam Africa

Dec 18 #ByeJackie2020 Vigil

Dec 31 DTLA New Years Eve

GET CONNECTED -- CHANGE THE WORLD!

STOP THE WARS - PEACE, EQUALITY & JUSTICE FOR ALL!

WHEN IMPEACHMENT ISN’T ENOUGH
by Mumia Abu-Jamal, 11/17/19

audio recorded by Noelle Hanrahan, transcribed by Fatirah Aziz
     The Impeachment hearings in the U.S. House of Representatives have 
begun, and with them, a step into history.
     Will Donald Trump be impeached? I think the answer will be ‘yes’, and 
by so doing Trump will join two of his predecessors - Presidents William 
Clinton and Andrew Johnson, for both men were impeached, yet none 
were removed from office.
     Unless I miss my guess, Trump will suffer the same fate, and therein lies the 
rub. For failing a conviction  In the 
U.S. Senate, he too will be acquitted 
of all impeachment charges. He will 
emerge from this mess like King 
Kong, stronger than ever.
     For Congress to really succeed, it 
must truly change the temperature.
     That it has not yet done.

From Imprisoned Nation, This is 
Mumia Abu-Jamal

The Real Deep State
By Mumia Abu-Jamal, October 27, 2019
     Among political conservatives, there is a phrase used  to designate continuing 
government influence, from the days of the Obama administration. They call it 
‘Deep State.’
     This deep suspicion has led to the unprecedented attacks on FBI staffers by 
sitting government officials, especially at the White House.
     Interestingly, when FBI agents spied on, attacked, set up and even killed Black 
leaders. we heard none of this derision of  J. Edgar Hoover’s speeches. 
     That said, there is more truth than they know in this critique, but not in the 
way they perceive it.
     There is a structure beneath the elected officials, or even those approved by 
Congress. They are the permanent state, those who serve a lifetime in government 
agencies, and see presidents come and presidents go.
     In the imperial phase of Rome, those assigned to serve and protect the emperor 
were known as the Praetorian guard.
     Do you know what else they were known for? If an emperor went too far off 
the beam of reason or posed a threat to the empire, the Praetorian guard would 
gut him like a fish.
     And Roman imperial history  is thick with them electing one of their own, 
perhaps one of their officers, to the Roman throne.
     They saw themselves not so much as guardians of the Emperor, as guardians 
of the Empire.
     What we may be seeing is an imperial moment. Remember the unnamed 
whistle-blower at the heart of the Ukraine Scandal? Well, guess who he worked 
for -- the CIA.
     There are forces at work that outrank, outlast, and out-fight even the might 
of presidents. They have bought off and eliminated political leaders, toppled 
governments, and placed puppets on the thrones of foreign nations.
     They see Presidents and Congressmen come and go. And like Timex, they just 
keep right on ticking.
     What do you think they think of Trump, who has insulted them from day one?
From  imprisoned nation, this is Mumia Abu-Jamal.
© 2019 Mumia Abu-Jamal

Free Mumia - See Pam Africa & freed prisoners Janet & Janine Africa
 Dec. 15 2pm Harriet Tubman Center, 5278 W. Pico Blvd (btwn Fairfax & La Brea)

Defending our Dignity Amid a 
Racist and Fascist Coup d’Etat
Interview with Adriana Guzman by Hector Bernardo
https://www.resumen-english.org/2019/11/defending-our-dignity-amidst-a-racist-and-
fascist-coup-detat/

     In the face of the terrible situation underway in Bolivia 
since the coup d’etat against President Evo Morales, 
Contexto interviewed Adriana Guzman, member of 
Bolivia’s Feminist Anti-patriarchal Movement.
     Guzman analyzed the characteristics of the coup, 
explained which groups are really behind the self-proclaimed 
“president” Jeanine Añez, and she ensured us that the native 
people resistance “is not over with Evo, this struggle aims at 
defending our dignity amidst a racist and fascist coup d’état.”

How is Bolivia’s Feminist Anti-patriarchal 
Movement facing the resistance against the 
coup d’état?
    As a feminist group, we are supporting 
and joining major confederations such as 
the Peasant Union and the Federation of 
Neighborhood Committees. We define our 
struggles from there and this is why we 
are in the streets. We do not understand 
a feminism movement that isolates itself 
away from organizations in struggle.

Has repression hardened?
    Plenty of repression has occurred since 
Jeanine Añez took office. We’ve learned 
that the velocity of fascism is fast. Political 
strategy is not enough there. Political 
calculation, such as the tactic of getting 
along with everybody, is not enough in 
the face of fascism. Fascism comes to kill 
and it comes faster than we may be able to 
calculate.
     Since Jeanine Añez took office on 
November 12, she ordered the Armed 
Forces to repress with more violence. The 
following day, she appointed an Armed 
Force Commander (trained under the 
military dictatorship) and a new Police 
commander. She restructured these two 
forces that had been supporting the coup 
but with disperse sectors because there 
was not a single position within the Armed 
Forces.
     Today, we have soldiers and police 
officers brutally repressing the population. 
Over 20 people have been murdered due to 
repression so far. The de facto government 
and its national and international allies are 
trying to say there was not a coup d’état in 
Bolivia.
     They can’t deny there is a fascist coup 
d’état in Bolivia. A coup d’état that is not 
only headed by the military sector but also 
by civilians, businesspeople, oligarchies, 
and landowners.

What is the strategy of the population to 
withstand the coup?
     A basic strategy to put pressure has 
always been occupying cities and blocking 
roads. In this case, citizens are doing that 

See: “Bolivia Coup,” p. 7

Op-Ed:  Narrow 
Impeachment Focus Shows 

Problem Isn’t Just Trump
by Michael Novick, Anti-Racist Action

    The impeachment inquiry in the 
augmented House Intelligence Committee 
has focused its attention exclusively on 
Trump’s attempt to coerce or convince the 
Ukraine to dig up dirt on Joe Biden and his 
family, in particular by holding up military 
aid Congress had authorized. It may be that 
there will be a broader focus once the panel 
submits its report to the House Judiciary 
Committee, which would draw up Articles 
of Impeachment (and could possibly hold 
hearings of its own before or after that). 
But the Democrats seem to have put all 
their eggs in the Ukraine basket, possibly 
as a way of reminding people that Trump’s 
actions and rhetoric have sometimes been 
favorable to Russia, on whom they blame 
his presidency.
    In so doing, they are ignoring all the 
other crimes, high and low, committed 
by Trump, including the ones related 
to obstruction of justice spelled out 
in the Mueller Report. But the Trump 
administration’s role in fomenting a 
bloody coup in Bolivia, and attempting to 
foment coups in Venezuela and Nicaragua, 
go unmentioned. Trump’s racist attacks 
on Mexicans, Muslims, migrants and 
Black people apparently do not rise in the 
Dems’ eyes, to violating his oath of office. 
Trump’s use of his presidency to benefit 
his hotels, resorts and other holdings, a 
clear violation of the emoluments clauses 
in the constitution, are unmentioned. His 
proclamation that the Israeli settlements in 
Palestinian territory are not illegal, or that 
Syrian territory can and should be annexed 
by Israel, is uncontested by Congress. 

Trump’s unremitting attacks on elected and 
appointed female officials, which betray 
his abusive approach to women in general, 
including his stacking of the courts with 
white nationalist and patriarchal judges, is 
unremarked.
    His use of both intimidation and the pardon 
power to try to influence witnesses, as well 
as pardons to release military personnel 
convicted or accused of war crimes, 
do not rate an Article of Impeachment, 
nor does his sending troops to “protect” 
Syria’s oil deposits (a protection racket 
without precedent, and certainly without 
authorization by Syria). While claiming to 
denounce the FBI and CIA as part of the 
“Deep State” that is attacking him without 
cause, Trump’s CIA and FBI are in fact 
operating domestically and internationally 
to quash dissent and opposition to empire, 
and promote strategies of counter-
insurgency where they are in control, and 
insurgencies  where  leftist  or   indigenous 

See: “Not Just Trump,” p. 7

NO SQUID-PRO-QUO?

Indigenous Bolivians have protested in the face of 
bloody racist repression by US-backed coup.
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IN MEMORY OF

Co-founder & Editor John Johnson,  
b. July 4, 1944 - d. April 13, 2014 

Editorial Staff: Adolf Alzuphar, Terrie Brady, Donna Buell, 
Uncle Don B. Fanning, Greg Foisie, Sheila Goldner, Jeff 

Hirsch, Ray Jones, Rob Macon, Michael Novick,  Dean Ruby, 
David Troy & others.

Deadline for articles and ads is the 15th, 
deadline for calendar items is the 20th 

of the month before publication. 

Material in Change-Links is licensed under Creative 
Commons, unless copyright by the author, and may be 

used with permission and attribution to Change-Links or the 
original author or source.

Change-Links is a non-profit under the fiscal sponsorship 
of the Alliance for Global Justice (AFGJ). Donations of $250 

and above are tax deductible. Just send a check to 
our  P.O. Box made out to: 
AFGJ/Change-Links. 

This is an independent collective activity. We welcome your 
involvement to keep the paper and website alive. Views 

expressed in Change-Links are those of the authors, and 
not necessarily those of Change-Links, its volunteers, or 

sponsors. Letters of comment are welcome! 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
If you can help sell ads, collect items for the 
monthly calendar, do print layout, handle a 
wordpress website, or do copy editing and 
proof-reading -- Change Links needs you! 
Please email changelinks2@gmail.com to 

volunteer and learn more. We hope you will step 
up if you value the paper! 

On the 2nd Wed. each month we have a 
teleconference call to plan the next issue. 
Email us at changelinks2@gmail.com for 

details. The last Thursday eve. each month, 
we gather at the Peace Center at 7:30 

PM for a mailing and bundle-distribution 
party and a discussion about the following 

month’s issue. To get involved, call or email 
as below to make sure of the date & time.

We have poetry  in each issue; send submissions to:
changelinks2@gmail.com. Please include a bio & photo.

Submit articles, preferably in .doc format, to: 
changelinks2@gmail.com.

Calendar items to same address, (Change-Links calendar 
item in subject line); include title of event, day, date, time, 

location, fee if any, a short description, contact information 
for sponsors, and a small jpg graphic if you have one. 

Please spell out all words and capitalize street names, etc. 

A $5 donation for calendar listings 
is appreciated.

Payable to AFGJ/Change Links at the address 
below:

Change Links 
P. O. Box 34236 

Los Angeles, CA 90034-0236    
Phone: (951) 638-9259

E-mail: changelinks2@gmail.com 
Web Site: http://www.change-links.org

Change-Links Monthly Poetry Corner

An Ode to Trump Bros
By Steve Varalyay

Early on he lit your fire.
“Elect me and I’ll lock up ‘Hillary the Liar’.”
He spoke at length about building The Wall
And assured everyone there’d be jobs for all.
Repeal Obamacare? Drain the swamp?
Easy as doin’ the Bristol Stomp*.
Not one to let his troops go flat,
Trump quickly unveiled the MAGA hat.

You expected his tax cuts to be heaven sent.
But they almost exclusively went to the Top 
1%.
Devos, Mnuchin, Scalia. Champions of the 
working class?
Big ‘ol “my ass!”
Forget the wall along the border.
A Dierks Bentley tune is in order.
“I knew what I was feelin’,
But what was I thinkin’?”
These lines lay bare the painful truth
Of when you walked into that voting booth.

* (early Sixties dance).

Steve Varalyay writes short fiction and about 
corporations’ use of PR against progressive 
causes and unions. He once covered labor and 
healthcare issues for Random Lengths News. 
Steve has a BA in Spanish for Public Service and 
a Minor in Labor Studies from CSU Dominguez 
Hills. He is a member of Occupy South Bay and 
lives in Torrance.

Nancy Lawrence, poet last issue, whose photo was 
obscured by a printer’s error

More than Enough
by D.O.T. Marceo

So just a bit of time we will insist
To talk about a living, life and lore:
But must the poor here be and to exist?
The roles are set. But can we change the score?

The worthy say the heart will bring success:
If no support, the will can never fail.
Thus all is fair for everyone unless
Misfortune hits the rich—his right to wail,

Though willfully obstructs a poor man’s steps
That tread so far and still can just keep up.
In keeping set the rich now has his reps
To stifle workers and that chime but “Yup.”

The law of rich design has made it tough.
To live is having more than just enough.

D. O. T. Marceo was born in Boyle Heights, 
Los Angeles to a family living in South Los 
Angeles. As a child he would spend time in the 
summers at his maternal grandmother’s house 
in the country parts of Costa Rica. The path to 
his bachelor’s degree in international relations 
from the University of California at Merced 
began at Santa Monica College. He published 
his first collection of poetry entitled “My 
Diamond” in the fall of 2019.

MOVE TO AMEND Video Resource:
“A Question of Personhood” introduces corporate 

constitutional rights issue and Move to Amend. 
7 min 35 sec Search “Personhood” on youtube.com

Move to Amend Local meeting: Last Saturday 
of the month, 1-3p. Holy Grounds Coffee & Tea,  

5371 Alhambra Ave, LA. 
323.255.1279

CLASSIFIED AD

Tutor in English/ESL,  helps you read, speak, write better.  
Also, help write & edit/technical/scientific reports & theses.

  
See my  “Professor” ad on CraigsList. 

Call Ivan 310-649-2291 x-2

- p. 2 -
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Change Links cannot publish 
without your support. Send events, 
articles or poetry to changelinks2@
gmail.com or via http://change-
links.org/submit/ Please subscribe, 
as well. Subscriptions to the print 
edition are $12/25/50 a year, 
low income, regular or sustainer 
(sliding scale), PAYABLE TO 
“AFGJ,” our fiscal sponsor, with 
“Change Links” in the memo. All 
events announced are encouraged 
to donate $5 (per event), payable 
to AFGJ, mail to Change Links, PO 
Box 34236, Los Angeles 90034. It 
helps keep this publication solvent. 
Thanks in advance.

The 2020’s Are the Decade of
Planetary Survival!

Peace vigils: http://change-links.org/
ongoing-peace-vigils-and-community-
programs/

Other Calendars: http://
ocprogressiveevents.info/, http://
la.indymedia.org/calendar/, 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/
ieprogressivealliance/events/, http://
www.activistsandiego.org/event, 
https://vcpjn.org/calendar/, https://
echoparkfilmcenter.org

 On-Going & Continuing 
Events

 3rd Sunday, KPFK Local Station 
Board meeting, 10:30a-1:30p, 
Peace Center, 3916 S. Sepulveda 
Blvd, Culver City 90230. Open to the 
public with 3 opportunities for short 
public comments. Check www.kpfk.
org for other meetings, including LSB 
committees.

 Sundays, RAC-LA Food Program 
(El Programa Comida) Revolutionary 
Autonomous Communities, 1-5p, SE 
corner of Wilshire Bl & Parkview St, 
LA 90057, free produce distribution. 
https://www.facebook.com/
raclosangeles/

 Sundays, Serve the People LA, 
4-6p, Mariachi Plaza, 1817 E 1st 
St, LA 90033. STPLA free food & 
clothing distributions (along with 
books, shoes, etc). We also engage 
the community on happenings around 
the neighborhood and city, learn 
about grievances and provide legal 
services with help from the LA Ctr 
for Community Law & Action. https://
servethepeoplela.wordpress.com/

3rd Sunday, SoCal350 monthly 
meeting, 3-5 p, St. Athanasius at 
the Cathedral Center, 840 Echo 
Park Ave., LA 90026, http://bit.ly/
SoCal350Updates;  facebook.com/
SoCal350    Climate Action.

Mondays, Support Honduran 
Refugees, 6-8p, Central American 
Resource Center (CARECEN-LA), 
2845 W 7th St, LA.   Respond to 
Trump’s zero tolerance policies on 
Refugees and Asylum and to prepare 
to receive the Refugee Caravan from 
Honduras and other immigrants from 
Central America. Come organize with 
Central Americans, bring a friend or 
two, and get ready to roll up your 
sleeves.

Tuesdays, Join Black Lives Matter, 
Stop LAPD Spying and allies at 
LA Police Commission meeting 
at LAPD HQ, 9:30a, 100 W. 1st St 
to speak out against racist police 
murders with impunity. See agenda, 
schedule here: http://www.lapdonline.
org/police_commission 
www.stoplapdspying.org

Tuesday eves, Stop LAPD Spying 
Coalition meets weekly at LA CAN, 
838 E. 6th St. LA, CA 90021. http://
stoplapdspying.org - see website for 
meeting topics. https://www.facebook.
com/stoplapdspying

Wednesdays, 4-6p, Black Lives 
Matter-led vigil outside DA Jackie 
Lacey’s office with families who have 
lost loved ones to police & sheriff’s 
deputies. DA Lacey has indicted only 

a single law enforcer for over 445 
murders by local police & deputies. 
211 W. Temple, DTLA. www.blmla.org

Wednesdays, 6-7:30p, LA CAN 
Legal Clinic, LA CAN, 838 E. 6th St. 
LA, CA 90021. Free Legal Clinic for 
Low-Income Residents. Must sign-
in before 6:15p. For more info, call 
213.228.0024

Every First Thursday, 6-8p, 
Justice Not Jails, Lincoln Memorial 
Congregational Church, 4126 
Arlington Ave, LA. RSVP to Larry 
Foy at: Lfoy@im4humanintegrity.
org. Oct 3. Prophetic Imagination - 
Without Vision the People Perish: 
An introduction to the faith rooted 
organizing model, bringing our unique 
faith gifts to the larger social justice 
movement. Learn how we can set 
goals through the eyes of faith and 
do deeper analysis to get at the roots 

of the problem offering effective 
solutions.

Fridays, Interfaith Communities 
United for Justice & Peace 
breakfast forum, 7-9a, Immanuel 
Presbyterian, 3300 Wilshire Blvd., 
LA 90010. For donation, bring 
packaged non-perishable food for the 
church food pantry. Guest speakers, 
reflections, coffee and bagels to start 
your morning! www.icujp.org.

Fridays, 5-6p, a lively Vigil for Peace 
& Justice, sponsored by KPFK 
90.7 FM - LSB Outreach Committee 
& friends. Join us for a fun time 
outreaching & making noise at Sunset 
Blvd & Echo Park Ave.  Bring your 
signs...

1st & 3rd Fri, LA Poverty 
Department Movie Nights, 7p, Skid 
Row History Museum & Archive, 
250 S. Broadway, LA 90012. 
movienights@lapovertydept.org. Free 
screenings, & conversation about 
issues that are important to Skid Row 
and downtown with generous support 
of Andy Warhol Foundation for Visual 
Arts. www.lapovertydept.org

3rd Fri: Lawyers in the Library, 
1-4p, www.lalawlibrary.org/classes, 
213-785-2516, 301 W. 1st, LA 90012. 

Register on-line, check-in 12:45. Reg 
doesn’t guarantee consultation of 
approx. 20 minutes.

1st & Last Fri, Voter registration, 
10a-2p, lobby of Zev Yaroslavsky 
Family Support Center, 7555 Van 
Nuys Blvd, Van Nuys, until the Nov. 
2020 election.  16 for 2020 volunteers 
will assist with voter reg and explain 
LA County’s new Vote Centers which 
let you vote at any vote center over an 
11-day period.

Saturdays, Crenshaw Farmers 
Market, 10a-3p, 3650 Martin Luther 
King Blvd. offers fresh produce and 
artisan goods. Ties into the mall’s 
health initiative promoting wellness 
in Crenshaw community. The B Fit 
program includes weekly Zumba, 
cardio kick and yoga classes, blood 
pressure screening and annual health 
& wellness fair. Contact Sustainable 

Economic Enterprises for info: www.
seela.org

Every 1st and 3rd Sat: End 
Homelessness Now-LA, 2-4pm, 
a grassroots campaign to pressure 
LA city and county officials to use 
vacant public properties for large, 
permanent, supportive public housing 
to end the homelessness catastrophe. 
Solidarity Hall, 2122 W. Jefferson 
Blvd., LA 90018, w. of Arlington Ave. 
Free street parking. 323-723-6416 
endhomelessnessnowla@gmail.
com https://www.facebook.com/
endhomelessnessnowla/

Every 1st Sat: AWARE-LA white 
anti-racist dialogue, Santa Monica. 
awarela@gmail.com

Every 2nd Sat of the month: 
Welcome Home LA, resources for 
those returning from jail, prison and 
juvenile detention, Chuco’s Justice 
Center of Youth Justice Coalition. 
7625 S. Central Ave, LA 90001. 323-
235-4243 http://www.youth4justice.org/

Every 2nd & 4th Sat, SOLA Food 
Co-Op at Baldwin Hills Crenshaw 
Farmers Market.  This co-op is 
unique, because it’s planning to open 
the 1st-ever organic grocery in Leimert 
Park community. You can become a 
member. www.solafoodcoop.com/

Every Sat, JVP-Code Pink Vigil for 
Palestine and Migrant Rights, 2-4p, 
Third St. Promenade at Arizona Ave., 
Santa Monica.

Last Saturday, Move to Amend 
Local Meeting, 1-3p, Holy Grounds 
Coffee & Tea, 5371 Alhambra Ave, LA 
90032, 323-255-1279

Thru Dec 5, Native Art Contest for 
youth.  Native/Indigenous Artists of 
any age & Native/Indigenous Artists 
ages 9 – 17.  Digital  media that may 
include painting, drawing, digital art 
that speaks to the 2020 Census and 
Native Americans, pride, sovereignty, 
community, California, visibility, 
culture, traditions, urban/rez, etc.  
DEADLINE is December 5, 2019.  
Awardees will be informed at the 
Winter Social Gathering of Sat, Dec 
14.  Submit digital media to 
www.pukuu.org.

Thru Jan 26: Museum of Social 
Justice is honored to partner with Now 
Art and El Pueblo de Los Ángeles 
Historical Monument to present 
Transportapueblos: The Resilientes 
by Alfredo “Libre” Gutiérrez. In 
response to Visualizing the People’s 
History, artist Alfredo “Libre” Gutiérrez 
will construct a sculpture for display at 
El Pueblo de Los Ángeles Historical 
Monument. Libre is known for the 
Transportapueblos series, sculptures 
of wood and metal in the shape of 
coyotes along the route that Central 
American migrants travel through 
Mexico. Visitors to El Pueblo can 
watch the artist at work outside on the 
plaza. The sculpture will reflect Libre’s 
response to the current immigration 
crisis and the resilience of Central 
Americans who have claimed Los 
Angeles as their home.- p. 3 -
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Sun - Dec 1

Committee for Racial Justice Year 
End Celebration and Renewal, 
6-8:30p,  Thelma Terry Center in 
Virginia Avenue Park, 2200 Virginia 
Ave., Santa Monica 90404, free. Child 
care provided. Celebrate with words 
and song another year of struggling 
and achieving in the quest for racial 
justice. Our inspirational speaker will 
be Dr. Roslyn M. Satchel,  an activist, 
scholar, lawyer, minister, professor, 
mother, and author. She is a critical 
race theorist who researches and 
teaches about communication, ethics, 
and law. She serves as a Professor 
of Communication at Pepperdine 
University. In addition, the Church 
in Ocean Park Choir, led by Louise 
Dobbs, will lift our spirits with gospel 
and freedom songs. Co-sponsored 
by Virginia Ave Park; the African 
American Parent, Student, Staff 
Support Group; and Church in Ocean 
Park. For info: Joanne at 
310-422-5431.

Reading Of The Names - World 
AIDS Day: 4–8p, West Hollywood 
Park, 647 N San Vicente Blvd, West 
Hollywood 90069.

Mon - Dec 2

World AIDS Day West Hollywood 
Memorial Walk, hosted by Alliance 
for Housing and Healing and Men’s 
Health Foundation, 5:30–6:30p, 
kick off at the corner of Crescent 
Heights and Santa Monica Boulevard 
in WeHo and walk to City Hall on 
San Vicente for the Paul Starke 
Awards to honor Luis Xtravaganza 
Camacho for the work he has 
done for Alliance for Housing and 
Healing. Activist and Community 
Advocate Jasmyne A. Cannick will 
lead the 2019 Worlds AIDS Day 
March. https://www.facebook.com/
events/442098606438249/

Tue - Dec 3

Close the Camps Coalition planning 
meeting, 7p. Location TBD. Info: 
julia.shannon@gmail.com

McLuhan-Finnegans Wake Reading 
Club free, 6p, Pacific Resident 
Theater, 705 1/2 Venice Blvd, 
Venice, 90291 http://laughtears.com/
McLuhanWake.html & 
http://laughtears.com/playground-
article.html

Code Pink Protests Saudi gender 
bias and war, 12n-1p,  Lush 
Cosmetics, 1404 3rd. St Promenade, 
Santa Monica (meet at the corner of 
4th & Santa Monica Blvd.) to demand 
they close their stores in Saudi 

Arabia. Saudi Arabia is the most 
gender-segregated country on earth. 
It imprisons, tortures, and murders 
women’s rights activists, journalists, 
and dissidents.  It is carrying out a 
war in Yemen so brutal that millions of 
Yemenis are going hungry. Wear pink!  
For info, carley@codepink.org

Wed - Dec 4

Cesar E. Chavez Community 
Center Legal Aid Clinic, 1-5p, 
Inland Empire Latino Lawyers 
Association, 2060 University Ave, 
#113, Riverside, 92507. Assistance 
in the following areas: Divorce, legal 
separation, annulment, child custody/
visitation/support, paternity, tenant 
rights/evictions, wage garnishment, 
collections, domestic violence and civil 
restraining orders.Please arrive no 
later than 1p. If you arrive after, you 
might be asked to come back another 
day. Plan to stay for up to 4 hours. 
Clinic can end before or after 5p.

Housing Champions - Advocacy 
101 Training hosted by United to End 
Homelessness, 7–9p, Muckenthaler 
Cultural Center, 1201 W Malvern Ave, 
Fullerton 92833.  Learn how to find 

the information you need to be an 
effective voice for more supportive and 
affordable housing in your community; 
the housing development process 
and how you can help move it toward 
approval. How to avoid shouting 
matches and instead find and join 
with like-minded people to engage in 
positive action. https://www.facebook.
com/events/790903798023807/

Thu - Dec 5

Action at Children’s Court: Launch 
Know Your Rights Guide, “Take 
away our poverty, not our children.”  
12n–1:30p, at Ed Edleman Children’s 
Court, 201 Centre Plaza Dr, Monterey 
Park 91754. DCFS is removing 
children from their mothers or primary 
caregiver and placing them in foster 
care or up for adoption not because 
of abuse but because the families are 
impoverished. Global Women’s Strike 
LA, Alexandria House, Poor Peoples 
Campaign & others. https://www.facebook.
com/events/1462069537293573

SUZY SINGS JUDY, The Unurban, 
3301 Pico Blvd, Santa Monica 90405, 
$10. Info: 310-306-7330 http://
laughtears.com/  Suzy Williams sings 
from the Judy Garland songbook. 
Accompanied by Steve Weisberg, 
they perform The Man That Got 
Away, Trolley Song, Just In Time and 
more. https://www.facebook.com/
events/534025234084187/ 
310-315-0056.

Fri - Dec 6

Symposium on Pretrial Reform, 
10a -4p, LA Trade Tech, 400 W. 
Washington Blvd., Los Angeles, 
CA 90015 Aspen Hall, Room TE-
101 Technology. Sponsored by the 
JusticeLA Coalition & Vera Institute 
of Justice. Local and national experts 
will weigh in on some of the most 
important issues in pretrial justice, 
including: the role of prosecutors in 

pretrial justice; risk assessment tools; 
using strengths & needs assessments 
to support pretrial release; and 
models of pretrial release from around 
the country. Registration: bit.ly/
pretrialreform (seats are limited).

Topanga Peace Alliance Film,  
7:30p,  Topanga County Library, 
Meeting Room, 2nd floor, 122 N. 
Topanga Canyon Blvd, 90290. 
Discussion after the film.  https://www.
facebook.com/groups/53323228710/

Sat - Dec 7

AWARE-LA Saturday dialogue 
for white anti-racists, 1-4p, (new 
participant orientation 12:45p), in 
Santa Monica every first Sat. Large 
and small group discussions on facing 
and uprooting white privilege and 
white supremacy. Info: awarela@
gmail.com (AWARE is the parent 
org of White People for Black Lives, 
the LA affiliate of the Showing Up 
for Racial Justice network). Other 
dialogues take place other Saturdays 
in NELA and Claremont.

Montrose Peace Train (6p, La 
Crescenta Ave & Honolulu Ave, 
montrosechristmasparade.com) joins 
the Montrose Christmas Parade every 
year on the 1st Saturday evening 
in Dec. All who desire peace are 
welcome. To get on board, please 
email rmedford@ucla.edu  Also note: 
Montrose Peace Vigil, Fridays, 5:30-
7p, Ocean View Bl. & Honolulu Ave, 
Montrose 91020, montrosepeacevigil.
proboards.com

Sun - Dec 8

Pathways to Freedom: 21st Annual 
Gala for “A New Way of Life” 
transitional 
housing 
program 
for formerly 
incarcerated 
women, 5p 
Reception, 
6p dinner, LA 
Downtown 
Grand Hotel, 
333 S. 
Figueroa, LA 
90071. Hosted 
by Margaret 
Prescod. 
This is a big-

ticket annual fundraiser to support 
Susan Burton’s award winning 
non-profit.323-406-6903, claire@
anewwayoflife.org

Mon - Dec 9

Crimethinc: From Democracy to 
Freedom, 7p, The Public School 
Los Angeles, 951 Chung King 
Rd, Chinatown, LA 90012. How 
does the rhetoric of democracy 

serve various agendas? Is there a 
difference between democracy and 
self-determination? Are there other 
ways to describe what we are doing 
together when we make decisions? 
Drawing on From Democracy to 
Freedom, the latest book from the 
CrimethInc. collective, we will explore 
these questions and more. https://www.
facebook.com/events/409158043301388/

Tue - Dec 10

Will California Learn to Regulate 
the Marijuana Business? moderated 
by Amanda Chicago Lewis, Rolling 
Stone, &:30p, Cross Campus DTLA, 
800 Wilshire Blvd. LA 90017, https://
www.zocalopublicsquare.org/event/
will-california-learn-to-regulate-the-
marijuana-business/

Brews for a Cause! 7–10p, Brews 
Brothers Craft Beer & Artisan Eats, 
5140 Lankershim Blvd, N. Hollywood 
91601, More than just your average 
mixer, we bring together a network of 
passionate professionals, artists and 
filmakers interested in lending their 
skills to a diverse group of worthy 
causes! Learn more about us at www.
crewsforacause.org

Wed - Dec 11

Poor People’s Campaign: A 
National Call for Moral Revival, 7th 
stop of the We Must Do M.O.R.E. 
national tour as we Mobilize, 
Organize, Register and Educate is 
in San Francisco from 5:45 - 9:00 
pm that day, with a bus and car 
pools leaving LA from SEIU early 
that morning and returning the 
following morning (email california@
poorpeoplescampaign.org for details)  
Need a car/van ride from LA, or have 
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extra seats to offer in yours? Please 
sign up with CA MORE Tour Mass 
Meeting Carpool system at https://
www.prepatrip.com/t/ux9rdz

L.A. County District Attorney 
Candidate Debate, 6-9:30p, 
California African American Museum
600 State Dr., LA.  Candidates 
participating in this forum: George 
Gascón, Rachel Rossi, Richard 
Ceballos.  Moderator: Jody Armour.  
Sponsors of this event: The L.A. 
Coalition for DA Justice and 
Accountability.  RSVP: https://action.
aclu.org/webform/LADAforum
Info: https://www.aclusocal.org/en/
events/dec-11-la-county-district-
attorney-candidate-debate

Change Links monthly planning 
conference call, 7:30p, email 
changelinks2@gmail.com for 
details. Get involved in planning the 
December issue of Change Links!

CopWatch Santa Ana Meeting/
Community Forum, 7-10p, Centro 
Cultural de México, 837 N. Ross 
St. Santa Ana (new address) 
Participate in direct-action based 
barrio organizing against the police 
state. 2nd Wed. every month at 7p. 
Professional childcare provided. 
Agents of the state including Santa 
Ana PD and ICE are NOT welcome. 
http://ocprogressiveevents.info

Laughtears Salon (RSVP 310 
306 7330 for location & time) free - 
politics, art, culture discussion: “How 
about technologies as the collective 
unconscious and art as the collective 
unconsciousness?”

Thu - Dec 12

Health Care for All-Los Angeles 
Chapter.   Share some Holiday Cheer 
as our Movement Moment comes ever 
near! AGENDA  7:00 Introductions, 
Announcements, Events. 7:15  
Reports: Election review, HCA-CA 
BOD Meeting. 7:30 Jerry Perez of 
Our Revolution 7:45 - 9:00 Postcard 
Writing Campaign For Maria Estrada 
63 AD while we share refreshments 
and Holiday- MFA song! . 3916 
Sepulveda Blvd. Culver City 90230. 
Free Parking, entrance in rear.  http://
healthcareforall.org/chapters/los-
angeles-county Questions: Maureen 
310- 459-9763

Fri - Dec 13

Interfaith Communities United for 
Justice & Peace holiday party, 7-9a, 
Immanuel Presbyterian, 3300 Wilshire 
at Berendo (enter on Berendo), 
free, bring a breakfast dish to share. 
Reflection by Rev. James Lawson, 
non-violence mentor to MLK. Live 
music. Bring toys for “Get On the 
Bus” kids, family transport to visit 

imprisoned relatives. www.icujp.org.
Sat - Dec 14

Support Our LGBT Brothers 
& Sisters In Saudi Arabia 
Demonstration, Saudi Consulate, 
2045  Sawtelle, LA 90025, 2 Blocks 
N. of Olympic, 12n-2p. Sponsored 

Rev. Lawson, mentor to MLK

by Out Against War oawla@hotmail.
com Endorsers: LA LGBT Greens 
lgbtgreenss@hotmail.com; DSA-LA 
LGBT Caucus. End Saudi Arabia’s 
Murder, torture and oppression of 
LGBT People, Discrimination and 
oppression of Women, fossil fuel 
destruction of our planet, Feudal 
monarchy, Militarism & Wars (for 
example, Yemen), Spreading Right 
Wing Hate in the name of religion. Out 
Against War, oawla@hotmail.com; PO 
Box 1125, LA 90078  (818) 953-5096

10th Annual Interfaith Celebration 
of Light - “Strength in Spirit in 
Turbulent Times”, IMAN Cultural 
Center, 3376 Motor Ave., LA, CA 
90034. 12n-5:30p:  Decorating Room 
& Setup of Co-Sponsor Tables. Bring 
card table and cloth for your display 
for setup. Help decorate the room. 
5:30-7p:  Potluck; 7-9:30m: program 
—including 2-3 Minute Sharing by 
Co-Sponsoring Organizations on This 
Year’s Theme. https://sccpwr.org/  
sccpwr@gmail.com

Sun - Dec 15

KPFK Local Station Board monthly 
meeting, 10:30a-2p, Peace Center, 
3916 S. Sepulveda Blvd, Culver 
City 90230. www.kpfk.org. Open 
to the public with periods of public 
comment. New LSB members will be 
seated and vote by STV ballot to elect 
officers (chair, vice-chair, secretary 
and treasurer) for the coming year. 
Secretary and treasurer need not be 
board members. 30 minutes of public 

comment allowed. www.kpfk.org
Free Mumia & MOVE 9 forum with 
Pam Africa, Janet & Janine Africa, 
2p, Harriet Tubman Center, 5278 
W. Pico Blvd, LA (btwn La Brea & 
Fairfax), donation $5-20, nobody 
turned away for lack of funds. Pam 
Africa heads International Concerned 
Family & Friends of Mumia Abu-
Jamal, Janet and Janine Africa are 
recently released MOVE 9 political 
prisoners. Info: 323-306-6240; www.
struggle-la-lucha.org, facebook.com/
strugglelalucha

Mon - Dec 16

Choices for Sustainable Living 
Online Workshop by Elders Action 
Network, 9-11a, Online via Zoom
For info see www.eldersaction.org

Tue - Dec 17

LA County Sheriff’s Community 
Oversight Commission, 9a-1p, MTA, 
One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 
90012, 3rd Floor, Metro Board Room. 
Public comment welcome. See https://

coc.lacounty.gov/Meetings for agenda.
Wed - Dec 18

Progressive Alliance of the 
IE Monthly Conference Call, 
8:30p. Join us for a check-in on 
actions, events, and campaigns 
for unity around the Inland Empire!  
Agenda: A 10-minute teach-in 
by one of the many organizers 
from our member organizations.  
Check-in on last month’s events. 
Upcoming events announcements. 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/
c754b1074bc28c34be5db4a05ad8

Thu - Dec 19

Whittier Peace Film Night, 7p, 
St. Matthias Episcopal Church 
(Chase Room), 7056 Washington 
Ave., Whittier  90602, N/E corner of 
Wardman St. Washington Ave (not 
Blvd) runs north south two blocks 
east of Greenleaf Park (there is 
additional parking in the back of the 
church). Walk through the 2nd gate 
north of Wardman. The Chase Room 
is just to the left. Film will be chosen 
from DVDs brought that night. http://
whittierpeace.org/ 

Fri - Dec 20

MOM - MEDIA DISCUSSION free, 
6-9p, Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice 
Blvd, Venice 90291. http://venicewake.
org/Events/current.html

Sat - Dec 21
Winter Solstice

Eaton Canyon Conservation 
Work Day, 9a–12n, Eaton Canyon 
Nature Center Associates, 1750 N 
Altadena Drive, Pasadena 91107. The 
Conservation Group provides monthly 

volunteer opportunities within Eaton 
Canyon Natural Area Park. Our efforts 
include weed abatement, planting and 
caring for native trees and shrubs, 
and maintenance of park trails. RSVP 
reqd: eatoncanyon.conservation@gmail.com.

Sun - Dec 22

Film: Room 2001 - Great Films 
Hypothesis (2019, 88 minutes), 
7p,  Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice 
Blvd, Venice 90291. World premiere 
of Erling Hagen’s experimental 
documentary that unlocks 2001: A 
Space Odyssey. It posits a history 
of film style within the film’s own 
evolving style. Must be seen to be 
believed! Probe why Kubrick declared: 
“To convolute McLuhan, in 2001 the 
message is the medium.”  Watch 3 
min trailer https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=lFAESoEnUS8  
https://youtu.be/EW4EcyBF26s,

Mon - Dec 23

Vision y Compromiso: Health 
Awareness Help Desk, 4:30–7p, 
Sylmar Branch, LA Public Library, 
14561 Polk St (at Glenoaks), Sylmar 
91342. Speak with a bilingual 
Community Health Worker to learn 
about resources available to promote 
mental and physical health. Mons 
4:30-7p in the library entrance.

Tue - Dec 24

7th Annual “Christmas On The 
Streets” hosted by L.A. on Cloud9, 
7a–12n, 17540 S Denver Ave. 
Gardena, 90248.  We will be driving 
around to different encampents 
and delivering Christmas cheer! 
(carpooling recommended). We will 
be serving Tamales, Soup and Hot 
Chocolate for our friends on the 
streets. https://www.facebook.com/
events/463448717614459/

Wed - Dec 25

Christmas Day holiday

Neighborhood Sing: Skid Row’s 
Community Jam! by Urban Voices 
Project, 4–6p, Skid Row, LA 90013

Thu - Dec 26

Eaton Canyon Natural Area Park & Conservation Center,  Pasadena

Change Links monthly distribution 
meeting, 7:30p, Peace Center, 3916 
S. Sepulveda Blvd., Culver City 
90230, free parking in rear, dial 22 for 
entry.
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Fri - Dec 27

Camarillo Support & Resources 
Group by Kids & Families Together, 
9–11a, 1317 Del Norte Rd, Camarillo, 
93010. Are you a grandparent, aunt, 
uncle or older sibling raising a related 
child with full responsibility? You are 
not alone! Kids & Families Together is 
offering Kinship Support and Resource 
Groups in a number of Ventura cities 
to help you and your family thrive! 
In partnership with Ventura Foster & 
Kinship Care Education Program of 
Ventura County Community College 
District. (805) 643-1446 x203.

Sat - Dec 28

JAB A THON Youth boxing 
fundraiser to fight childhood trauma, 
7a–7p, Project Fighting Chance, 
1263 Union St, San Bernardino 
92411. Join our semi annual event 
of creating Champions as we 
reduce the impact of childhood 
trauma. https://www.facebook.com/
events/389999161877591/

Sun - Dec 29

Voter Registration and Free “SWAP 
MEET JUSTICE” Immigration 
Legal Aid Fairs, 8a-3p, Oxnard 
College Marketplace & Swap Meet, 
4000 S Rose Ave, Oxnard.  We help 
people with permanent residency 
(green) cards fill out the application 
to become citizens! Three people 
have already become citizens since 
SEIU started these fairs. This is truly 
life-changing stuff and it just doesn’t 
get better than that. We help also 
DACA recipients maintain their status 
and get aid to pay the every-2-year 
fee of $495 if necessary, along with 
asking our legislators to provide a 
path to citizenship for these amazing 
and hardworking students and 
workers. https://www.resistancecalendar.org/

event/5c6f88eac53a66a71abd8124

Mon - Dec 30

Petal Pushers, hosted by Bethany 
Lutheran Church Long Beach, 
7:30a–4p, Join us to help decorate 
floats for the iconic Rose Parade. 
Please text me if you are going to 
be late: (562) 307-6122. Please do 
not try to check in on your own, I will 
check in the group. You are on your 
own for transportation to and from the 
Phoenix Decorating Company, 5400 
Irwindale Ave at Ornelas St, Irwindale, 
CA 91706. https://www.facebook.com/
events/2656651517896230/

Tue - Dec 31

LA New Year’s Eve celebration: 
Grand Park. Free, but arrive early, 
best to take public transit, but some 
exits of Civic Center/Grand Park 
station on Metro Red or Purple line 
will be closed and Grand Park will be 
gated off to limit access.

Upcoming Events

2020s - Decade of 
Planetary Survival

350.org, Extinction Rebellion and 
climate scientists estimate we have 
only a decade to halt and reverse 
cataclysmic global heating due to 

greenhouse gas emissions.

Wed - Jan 1

Rose Parade March & Rally for 
Economic Justice after the last float 
in the official Parade, Pasadena. 
Ever since Occupy LA, movement 

activists for racial and social justice, 
Medicare for All, ending war and 
police brutality, environmental justice 
and sustainability and other causes 
have been marching along behind 
the last official float and entry in 
the Tournament of Roses Parade 
in Pasadena. People gather early 
that morning in a nearby park, form 
up contingents, sometimes with a 
people’s float of their own, such as 
the Occupy Octopus, and have been 
greeted with cheers from the crowds 
gathered to watch the parade.

Little Tokyo Peace Vigil “Ozoni” 
ceremony at the grandmother 
grapefruit tree, 10a, Plaza by the 
Japanese American Cultural Center 
and Aratani Theater, San Pedro 
between 2nd & 3rd Streets. Mo, 
Misako, Moriso and friends serve soup 
and mochi balls, mandarins and bring 
the Little Tokyo community together 
in a traditional Japanese cultural 
ceremony to mark the new year.

Jan. 16, 2020

Anniversary of FBI COINTELPRO 
inspired killings of Black Panther 
Party for Self-Defense members 
Alprentice Bunchy Carter and John 
Huggins at UCLA. 1101 Campbell 
Hall, UCLA. https://www.aap.ucla.
edu/events/carter-huggins-annual-
memorial-2/

Jan. 18, 2020

4th Annual Women’s Marches 
around the country since Trump 
inaugural.

Orange County Women’s March 
http://www.ocwomensmarch.org/,

Kern County Women’s March 
https://womensmarchkerncounty.com/

  Inland Empire Women’s March 
https://allevents.in/riverside/2020-ie-
womens-march/200018247130042

Others TBA in L.A., Ventura

Open Invitation for entities committed 
to the Earth and her children:

Co-Sponsor the 50th Anniversary of 
Earth Day in 2020: 

Clear Vision for Environmental Action
Dear First Nation, non-government organization, local jurisdiction or 
entity,
     April 22, 2020 is the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day and as you may know we are 
facing environmental crises greater than ever.
     Pollution and production processes threaten life on this planet. And they are projected 
to get worse.
     We must change this course. We must 
transform. Quickly and soundly.
     We are helping to build a massive 
movement to impact public policy and 
effect the systemic changes needed to 
address the crisis.
     We will be having a central gathering 
event, Sunday, April 19th as part of the 
international Earth Day movement.
     Our community is a tapestry, woven of 
cultural exchange and shared responsibility 
for our healthy and green future, organic 
and wholesome intentions. We are, and 
are reaching out to involve all people 
committed to the Earth and her children 
including indigenous peoples, youth, labor 
unions, environmental and environmental 
justice groups.
     Scientists state that we have a decade 
to correct climate breakdown or face much 
greater devastation. Their estimates have 
been longer than how quickly the impacts 
have actually come to pass, and that toxic 
plastics are already devastating water and 
life. It is critical that we act now, and that 
Earth Day 2020 be the greatest Earth Day, 
week, month, year, decade, life, yet.
     Real measurable change: transformation 
of our life styles, habits, and society. It is in 
this spirit that we plan for Earth Day 2020.

     We are advancing:
1. Arresting climate breakdown and plastic 
pollution
2. Economic Justice
3. Environmental Justice
4. Just transition, and
5. People Power
     We are envisioning a week and month 
of activities, different movements and 
campaigns, programs and projects in 
Los Angeles, moving into and advancing 
through Earth Day.
     It is in this spirit that we invite you to 
join us as a Co-Sponsor of Earth Day LA 
2020!
     As part of Earth Day Los Angeles, we 
are envisioning that
• groups will do what they do where they 
are to highlight the work that they do,
• a central website/app to promote all of us 
and provide resources for people to plug in, 
engage and be active where they are, and
• at least one day, probably two or more, we 
will come together centrally to celebrate 
and advance; we reserved Sun, April 19.

     Earth Day 1970 was a catalyst 
for environmental awareness, action, 
movements, legislation, organizations, and 
programs. It is in this tradition, with even 
greater importance, that our environmental 
efforts rise to the occasion and be greater 
than ever. It is with this spirit that we are 
looking to r/evolve our LA Our County 
Sustainability Plan, Climate Emergency 
Mobilization Motion, and Green New 
Deals as frameworks for real measurable 
results.

Co-Sponsorship Responsibilities:
     At this time, we expect each Co-
Sponsoring entity to be responsible for, 
and commit to:
• a representative(s) attending a majority of 
monthly planning meetings,
• a number of volunteers, probably at least 
five shifts, the day of the central event, and
• promote our effort.
     In exchange, each Co-Sponsoring entity 
has the right to, and gets to
• participate in the decision-making process 
in creating Earth Day LA 2020!,
• space for information/education tabling 
at the central event, and
• a central website/app to promote all of us 
and provide resources for people to plug in, 
engage and be active where they are.

     Please confirm your Co-Sponsorship by 
completing the attached Form and join us 
for the next planning meeting.
      From the Co-Sponsoring coalition, we 
will form committees and coordinators 
for different aspects of the gathering. 
Sponsors of the gathering, different than 
Co-Sponsors, will provide funding for the 
gathering, must to be in alignment with our 
principles and goals.
     If you have any questions and/or 
comments, or would like to communicate 
or meet regarding this, please let us know. 
We look forward to the opportunity to 
work with you in justice and peace for a 
green new day.

In community,

Lydia Ponce  venicelydia@gmail.com
Keenan Sheedy   keenansheedy@yahoo.com
Madeline Di Giorgi  mcohn26@gmail.com
Morey Wolfson   moreywolfson@aol.com

Maribel Castillon  castillonm@hotmail.com
Elijah Carder   ecadvising@gmail.com- p. 6 -



in the streets of La Paz, the seat of 
Government. This siege is already 
working; there is little food in the 
market; no meat, poultry, eggs, 
potatoes, etc. For instance, poultry is 
costing today three times more than 
it was 15 days ago. That strategy is 
working.
      In this connection, the Interior 
Minister together with the Economy 
Minister decided to bring aircrafts 
with meat, poultry and eggs from the 
East, from their area, because the entire 
Cabinet is from the East and that Civic 
group responds to that. They are doing 
that trying to break the struggle strategy 
but the meat brought in aircrafts from 
the East is so expensive that it can be 
afforded only by wealthy people.

How have social organizations 
responded?

Organizations continue being active. 

We are part of the struggle strategy 
organized by the Confederation of 
Neighborhood Committees since last 
Saturday. This is about blockades and 
road blocks, demanding Jeanine Añez’s 
resignation; the military high command 
resignation; the police high command 
resignation; relinquishing the youth 
because  our young people who are 
conscripted enlisted for compulsory 
military service are obliged to go and 
open fire on the people. We do not want 
our children to be put in a position 
where they are ordered to open fire 
against us.

What is the current situation?

Two worlds were seen last Sunday: 
on the one hand, people mobilizing in 
downtown La Paz, which is militarized. 
More than fifty of our comrades were 
arrested, without rights, without 
lawyers, all their rights infringed, not 
even the right to use restrooms.  On the 
other hand, the Government is trying to 
pretend that nothing is going on here, 
trying to get  people to do their shopping 
in the market, telling “families go to the 
parks, as if everything was normal.”

Last Saturday, we heard the self-
proclaimed president signed a decree 
enabling the Armed Forces to repress 
freely without the risk of being brought 
to justice.

Yes, last Saturday she signed that 
decree proposing to not try police 
officers and soldiers who open fire on 
protesters. De facto Interior Minister 
Arturo Murillo tried to justify this 
action and downplay it but the truth is 

BOLIVIA’S RACIST COUP
MADE IN THE U.S.A.

...Continued from p. 1
that this is a blank check to kill with 
complete impunity.
Jeanine Añez is the visible face of the 
coup d’état, but who is behind her?

This coup d’état is headed by Fernando 
Camacho, chair of the Santa Cruz 
Civic Committee and representative 
of the group with political power 
in this country: businesspeople, 
landowners, soy producers, and 
investors in transnational companies. 
They have managed to leverage the 
fundamentalist power of the Church, 
evangelical groups, etc.

Unlike any other coup launched during 
the last decades in the region, this one 
has a huge racist component. Why?

It is because of Bolivia’s composition; 
because 63 percent of the population 
is indigenous, and because we’ve had 
very important transformations during 

these 13 years. Not only due to public 
policies but because we have decided 
to stop bowing down, to stop looking 
at ourselves with shame, to stop calling 
ourselves “señoritas” and start naming 
ourselves Aymaras. This is what they 
want to reverse. This is the racist part 
because they want us to be exploited 
on their properties and as servants in 
their houses. Out of necessity this 
coup needs to be fundamentally racist. 
They have launched this coup d’état to 
recover their colonial power over our 
bodies. They want us to bow down 
again, to go and raise their children and 
be their maids.
      The more their violence is 
strengthened, the more our anger and 
resistance grows. Different to what 
they thought would happen; plenty of 
organizations are arriving in La Paz 
now. This is not over with Evo. This 
struggle aims at defending our dignity 
amidst a racist and fascist coup d’état
      What we need now is to continue 
breaking the media siege. De facto 
Communications Minister Roxana 
Lizarraga issued a resolution for 
journalists who condemn the coup 
d’état to be tried for sedition. Coup 
mongers have infused themselves 
into the media, they have destroyed 
community radio stations; instead of 
broadcasting about repression in the 
national TV channel, they are playing 
a special program about singer Camilo 
Sesto. We need to break that media 
siege so that the whole world can see 
the brutal repression of the racist and 
fascist coup d’état in Bolivia.

Source: Contexto, 
translation Resumen Latinoamericano, 
North America bureau

NO AL GOLPE: NO TO THE COUP!

...Continued from p. 1

forces have come to power democratically. Trump’s ecocidal energy and 
environmental policies are apparently not a fit subject for impeachment.
     So why is none of this being taken up by the hearings? Worse yet, why is 
so little of it being mentioned by the media Trump reviles? Not even Pacifica, 
which has been carrying the hearings, spends much time or effort interviewing 
experts on Latin America, Africa, or Asia, on immigration or policing, on military 
affairs from a left perspective, about what’s missing from the impeachment 
hearings. Johnny Angel on KPFK mainly echoes the Democrats’ talking points 

IT’S NOT JUST TRUMP!

when he is not carrying on DJ style about his own personality and concerns. Why 
isn’t Pacifica’s mission driving it to expose all the crimes, and to cover the real 
resistance to them?
     Perhaps it is because the corporate-dominated Democratic Party and those 
who carry its water have no argument with such uses of imperial power by 
an imperial president. They have no desire to use the impeachment hearings 
as a telling civics lesson about the corrupt, patriarchal, racist, oppressive and 
criminal nature of the entire US political system, ‘intelligence’ operations, or 
military machine. They have no intention of exposing or opposing the financial 
and other corporate interests that really have the power to dictate how, where 
and when those political, intelligence and military assets are deployed. Perhaps 
it’s because the Dems are singing the same tune as Trump, merely in a different 
key, and dancing to the same piper and paymaster.

Lung Illnesses and Deaths Associated with Vaping
Residents are warned to STOP VAPING NOW

     The LA County Dept of Public Health continues to warn residents 
about the use of vaping and e-cigarette devices as potentially harmful 
to proper lung function and urges residents to STOP VAPING NOW. 
Nationally, there continue to be reports of people showing up in emergency 
departments with similar symptoms such as coughing, difficulty breathing, 
fever, and may have vomiting and diarrhea.  And while the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention identified Vitamin E acetate as a potential 
chemical of concern, the cause for this threat remains unknown.

Los Angeles County Cases:
As of November 21, 2019, there is one new reported case bringing the total 
to 32 cases of serious vaping- associated pulmonary injury and one death 
associated with e-cigarettes in Los Angeles County. 
Approximately two out of three cases reported are in individuals age 25 
and younger. Both male and female cases have been reported.
All but one case reported using both e-cigarette and cannabis-type products, 
not necessarily at the same time. One reported using flavored liquids only 
(no nicotine, THC, or CBD). Various devices and products were reported 
and remain under investigation. No specific vendor, product or substance 
has been identified as the cause.
Public Health continues to urge healthcare providers to be on the alert 
for signs of severe respiratory illness among patients who recently used 
vaping products including e-cigarettes and report cases by phone to Los 
Angeles County Department of Public Health at 626-299-3504.
     For more information about the dangers of vaping and for weekly case 
updates, visit:  

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/sapc/public/vaping-faq.htm
- p. 7 -
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Democracy at Pacifica in Peril
by Grassroots Community Radio Coalition www.gcrc-socal.org
     Under a court order issued in Berkeley after a stealth lawsuit brought by several 
members of the Pacifica National Board minority and supporters, the Pacifica 
Foundation is being required to hold a vote, outside normal Bylaws procedures, on a 
complete revision of the Bylaws which would eliminate elected Local Station Boards 
entirely, double the monetary requirement to become a member, and increase the 
number of hours as a volunteer fivefold. It would also designate 6 individuals as the 
National Board until a single individual from each signal area could be elected to join 
them. After that, 3 people, each one from a different signal area, would have the power 
to name the additional 6 members in rotation. This eliminates diversity and proportional 
representation, which has always been a key aspect of electoral democracy at Pacifica.
     Even worse than the disenfranchisement (the measure also eliminates staff 
positions entirely), the new Bylaws lower the quorum needed in a vote to sell off 
any Pacifica properties. And that’s the key, beyond the scapegoating of democratic 
elected governance for all the ills of Pacifica, which have primarily been due to 
mismanagement, poor programming that has lost touch with its audience and the new 
media environment, and gatekeepers who have silenced the radical voices and cutting 
edge commentary and cultural expressions that were the hallmark of Pacifica in its 
heyday.
     The easier-to-reach quorum to sell off key aspects of Pacifica is central because 
the same people behind the total bylaws change also pushed the recent shut-down 
of WBAI, Pacifica’s NYC station. WBAI is broadcast on 99.5 FM, in the center of 
the commercial radio dial, which is an incredibly valuable frequency, unlike most 
educational and listener sponsored which are down on the far left of the radio dial. 
But the possibility that Pacifica would sell off or swap WBAI is unlikely to stop there. 
KPFA is at 94.1, also on the commercial dial. KPFK, which is going down the same 
path as WBAI, with almost half the year spent in on-air fund drives, has the strongest 
signal  west of the Mississippi, is licensed to broadcast in Santa Barbara and San Diego 
as well as LA/OC and is coveted by KPCC, the NPR and Minnesota Public Radio 
powerhouse.
     Pacifica may be able to show cause on Dec. 20 why the court order should not be 
enforced, but odds are against it, in which case the Bylaw change will move forward. 
If the PNB or 3 of the 5 LSBs reject it, the members will vote on it. If you are not 
currently a member, please donate at least $25 immediately to KPFK, and plan to vote 
the measure down if a listener election on the Bylaw change is called (a very expensive 
process that Pacifica can ill afford). You can see the Bylaws “amendment”, with links 
to all the changes it would make to membership  and voting rights at www.pacifica.org.

Grand Jury System = State Terrorism
By Chelsea Manning
https://www.aaronswartzday.org/chelsea-manning-asd-2019/ [Excerpts]

(As read on Saturday, November 9 at the Aaron Swartz Day Event, in San Francisco.)
     I wish I could be there in person, but I appreciate this opportunity to summarize for 
you my letter to the court that ordered me to be confined, explaining why grand juries 
are so dangerous. I am not alone in objecting to the grand jury as a dangerous relic that 
has evolved in ways that increase its power without increasing its protections. I refuse 
to participate in a process that has clearly transformed into something that violates the 
spirit, if not the letter of the law.
     I am certainly not alone in thinking that the grand jury process, which at one time 
acted as an independent body of citizens along the lines of a civilian police review 
board, has slowly transitioned into an unbridled arm of the police and prosecution in 
ways that run contrary to its originally intended purpose.
     Early grand juries acted independently, as investigations by citizens, ostensibly 
to protect citizens, not only from unjust indictments, but from unjust laws. In 2019, the federal grand 
jury exists as a mockery of the institution that once stood against the whims of monarchs. It guts the 4th 
Amendment’s protections against unreasonable search and seizure, and the 5th Amendment’s guarantees 
of due process. Today’s grand juries do not safeguard such fundamental rights and are easily subject to 
abuse.
     The tradition of using grand juries to jail political dissidents and activists is long. The ability of grand 
juries to be abused or used for political ends is entrenched and perpetuated by the fact that jeopardy 
doesn’t attach with a grand jury, so prosecutors can repeatedly bring the same charges.
     Despite laws that require prosecutors to show new evidence or that it is in the public interest to extend 
or reconvene a grand jury, this is hardly an obstacle. For instance, Thomas Jefferson had to convene three 
separate grand juries in order to indict Aaron Burr for sedition – but he was able to continue to convene 
those grand juries until he obtained his desired indictment.
     During the McCarthy era, when people were publicly interrogated about their beliefs and associations, 
the public was eventually outraged, and the McCarthy hearings are widely seen as a disgraceful episode 
of modern history. However, these kinds of interrogations have now returned, and happen routinely, 
under the modern grand jury system.
     The investigative grand jury as we know it was developed during the Nixon years, purportedly to battle 
organized crime, although it was promptly used to subpoena members of anti-war groups, the women’s 
movement, and black liberation groups. Prosecutors issued subpoenas in conjunction with grants of 
immunity in order to compel testimony, and routinely had resistant activists imprisoned for contempt.
     The grand jury subpoena, combined with compulsory immunity, gives unrestrained powers to U.S. 
prosecutors to oppress activists and their communities. Although, generally, people have no obligation 
to cooperate with law enforcement investigations, in the context of a grand jury subpoena, people who 
refuse to talk about their first amendment beliefs and associations can be locked away, or fined, as 
sanctions for their principled refusal.
     The concept of a grand jury in which prosecutors subpoena activists and jail them for refusing to 
comply with the subpoena stands in stark contrast to the institution contemplated in the Constitution. The 
drafters of the U.S. Constitution, despite their many flaws, did not set out to short-circuit due process 
protections.
     The drafters never intended the grand jury to function as it does today. The grand jury imagined by 
the drafters of the 5th amendment did not involve a prosecutor and bears no resemblance to what we see 
today, where more than 99.9% of indictments sought are granted. Consider that it is more than six times 
as likely that you will be struck by lightning than that a federal grand jury will decline to indict.
     A grand jury’s secret proceedings lend unearned legitimacy to prosecutorial decisions that protect the 
powerful from accountability and over-punish the marginalized. Because prosecutors can compel people 
to show up and testify or produce documents to the grand jury without having to show probable cause, 
their unmonitored subpoena power functions to let them side-step the Fourth Amendment’s protections 
against unreasonable searches and seizures.
     The very threat of the secret proceeding is in itself terrifying to people. The secrecy of grand jury 
proceedings fuel paranoia and fear, running contrary to our ideals of open courts. When people learn 
about the secrecy of grand juries, they are often surprised that they are constitutional and compare them 
to the Court of Star Chamber, which existed in England from the 15th to 17th centuries. Surprisingly, Star 
Chamber proceedings were in fact largely open to the public.
     Another, more sinister thing about grand juries is that they don’t indict law enforcement. For example, 
in Dallas over a stretch of several years, more than 80 police shootings came before grand juries. Only 
one returned an indictment. Grand juries have protected police officers since the slave patrols. They 
were used to indict abolitionists, but not people capturing and re-enslaving people seeking freedom from 
bondage.
      Grand juries can also be used to coerce defendants to give up their trial rights and take pleas, both by 
threatening to indict for more severe charges than are warranted (which we know can be done easily), or 
by threatening to call a defendant’s loved ones before a grand jury as witnesses.
     Although prosecutors will claim that grand juries are necessary and just, simply because they are 
described in the constitution, the truth is that there were many flaws and indefensible compromises in the 

Constitution that we have since remedied. Human slavery, subordinate civil status for women, 
segregation, and the disenfranchisement of those who were not land owners, are all identified 
in the Constitution, and have since been addressed accordingly. Many of these practices might 
have continued to be seen as “normal” or “necessary,” had not been challenged by the tireless 
work of millions of people taking bold and dangerous action to make them obsolete.
     In fact, the United States and Liberia are the only two countries still using grand juries. In 
countries that used to have grand juries, including England, (which abolished them entirely by 
the 1940s), Scotland, Ireland, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, France, Belgium, 
Japan and Sierra Leone, grand jury proceedings have been replaced by an open and adversarial 
“preliminary” or “committal” hearing system..
     Preliminary hearings throw open the doors to the best of all disinfectants: sunshine. Nearly 
every country that used grand juries replaced it with these hearings, which save time and 
expense, don’t criminalize refusal to comply with prosecutorial whims, and better equip all 
parties to prepare for fairer and more balanced inquiries into the truth of matters. There exists 
no shortage of due process and nothing prevents a witness who wishes to remain anonymous 
from speaking to law enforcement or the prosecution.
     Thank you all so much for listening, as always, for your wonderful letters and messages of 
support. Letters mean so much for those of us in jail, cut off from the ones we love and depend 
on. They let us keep a continuity of feeling like we are still part of a community out there.
     With much love, Chelsea


