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More Info About These and Other 
Events in the Calendar as of  p. 3:

Pacifica Radio-KPFK 90.7 FM, 2019 Local 
Station Board Election Timeline: 

Date of Record to qualify to vote june 30-2019
~~~

L.A. People’s Power May Day March, 3-6p, 
MacArthur Park, May 1

~~~

Support Honduran Refugees, 
Resource Center (CARECEN-LA)

~~~

Puerto Ricans in Action has launched nation-
wide campaign to pressure Union Bank to cancel 

Puerto Rico’s Imposed Debt
~~~~

Housing is a Human Right...
~~~

Mother’s Day
~~~

Cirque du Soleil Amaluna - 
San Pedro Water Front  May 10

~~~

Harvey Milk Day May 18
~~~

Health Care For All-LA
~~~

South L.A. Community Farm, Ribbon-Cutting 
May 22

~~~

Blase Bonpane Memorial, May  26
~~~

Woodstock Revisited  May 29
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Public 
Announcement
In 2020, Los Angeles County will transition from 
polling places to vote centers. This new model will 
allow voters to cast a ballot at any vote center loca-
tion in the County over an 11-day period.  
The Vote Center Placement Project’s (VCPP) core 
mission is to identify and place accessible and con-
venient vote center locations throughout Los Ange-
les County.   For more info visit: www.lavote.net

by Kevin Zeese and Margaret Flowers, Popular 
Resistance
https://popularresistance.org/julian-assange-arrest-
ed-take-action-now/ 
      April 11, Wikileaks publisher, Julian Assange, was 
expelled from the Ecuadorian embassy in London, 
where he was granted asylum almost seven years 
ago, and arrested by British police. He is being held 
for extradition to the United States. Assange is a jour-
nalist who should not be prosecuted for publishing 
the truth.
     Popular Resistance calls for the immediate release 
of Julian Assange and is organizing a protest today at 
5:00 pm at the British embassy in Washington, DC. 
Please attend and urge others to attend. Share this 
Facebook page.
If you cannot attend, protest at a British embassy near 
you or email or call them. Here’s the British embassy 
in DC and consulate in L.A.:
British Embassy, 3100 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20008
Phone: +1-202-5886500 +1-202-588-7800
Email: britishembassyenquiries@gmail.com
British Consular-General, 2029 Century Park East, 
Suite 1350 Los Angeles, CA 90067
Phone: +1-310-4810031  Fax: +1-310-4812960
Email: bcg.losangeles@fco.gov.uk
      We urge people in the UK, US, Australia and around 

the world to protest the extradition and prosecution of Ju-
lian Assange at every step of legal proceedings. In court 
today it was disclosed that the US is seeking extradition 
of Assange over an alleged conspiracy with Chelsea Man-
ning “to break a password to a classified US government 
computer,” according to the US Department of Justice.
    Popular Resistance will be doing all it can to build a 
broad movement for freedom for Julian Assange so he can 
continue his important work as a publisher...

See “J. Assange”, p. 6

Ongoing Intimidation of
Free Speech May be 

the Doom of our Society…
https://www.democracynow.org/2018/12/18/meet_the_tex-
as_speech_pathologist_who

Meet the Texas School Speech Pathologist Who 
Lost Job for Refusing to Sign Pro-Israel, 

Anti-BDS Oath

     We are turning to Omar Barghouti. He was sched-
uled to join us here in our Democracy Now! studio 
in New York today, but instead he’s joining us from 
Ramallah in the West Bank. Omar Barghouti is the 
author of Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions: The Glob-
al Struggle for Palestinian Rights.
Omar, welcome to Democracy Now! Can you de-
scribe what happened when you got to the airport in 
Tel Aviv on Wednesday?

OMAR BARGHOUTI: Sure. The airline told me 
there was an issue with my visa. And there wasn’t. 
My visa was valid until 2021. So they called the U.S. 
Consulate in Tel Aviv. And after a long delay, just 
as I was boarding, they prevented me from board-
ing, saying that the U.S. Consulate had told them that 
there’s an “immigration issue,” a ban of sorts by the 
U.S. immigration against me, which was quite unbe-
lievable. I’ve been to the United States many, many, 
many times, including on this same visa.

JUAN GONZÁLEZ: And, Omar Barghouti, in the 
past it’s been Israel that has tried to limit your ability 
to   travel   and   banned   you.      How were you able 

See Democracy Now interview, p. 7

ASSANGE ARRESTED, TAKE ACTION NOW

Julian Assange (with beard) being arrested and removed 
from Ecuador embassy in London. From ruptly video

Socialist author, historian Victor Grossman comes to LA

by Eric Gordon
     Victor Grossman, born Stephen Wechsler, a New York “red diaper baby” of the 1930s with a fascinating 
life experience, has a new book out and will be making several appearances in Los Angeles to sign copies and 
talk with audiences about socialism. He will be on a nationwide book tour throughout the US for two and a 
half months.
     His new book is entitled A Socialist Defector: From Harvard to Karl-Marx-Allee, published by Monthly 
Review Press.
    Grossman joined the Communist Party USA as a 
Harvard student. Under threat of a McCarthy-era prison 
sentence, as a U.S. Army draftee stationed in Bavaria, 
he fled the Army, swimming across the Danube River 
to the Soviet Zone of Austria. Sent to East Germany 
(German Democratic Republic—GDR), he studied 
journalism and became a freelance writer and popular 
speaker. He is a longtime member in good standing of the 
Union of German Writers, a section of the amalgamated 
United Service Union—mostly public workers but with 
many subsections—known in German as the Vereinte 
Dienstleistungsgewerkschaft. At the age of 90, he is still 
an active writer and political analyst whose articles often 
in appear in People’s World online newspaper.
       Grossman was pardoned by the U.S. Army in 1994 and 
in 2003 published an autobiography, Crossing the River: 
A Memoir of the American Left, the Cold War, and Life in 
East Germany.He remained in the GDR for years as both 
observer and participant, husband and father, watching the 
rise and eventual demise of the GDR socialist experiment. 
A Socialist Defector is the story, told in rare, personal 
detail, of an activist and writer who grew up in the U.S. 
free-market economy; spent 38 years in the GDR’s 
nationally owned economy; and continues to survive, 
given whatever the market can bear, in today’s united 
Germany.His account focuses on the socialism he saw and 
lived—the GDR’s goals and achievements, as well as its 
repressive measures and stupidities—which, Grossman 
argues, offers lessons now in our search for solutions to 
the grave problems facing our world. Clearing through a 
fog of misinformation and distortion, Grossman explores 
the GDR’s position regarding Nazis and fascism compared 
with that in West Germany, its school system and women’s 
rights—both models in many ways—cultural questions, 
human and civil rights and other matters. His perspective is 
always personal, anecdotal and sometimes humorous.“The 
book reads like a detective novel,” says Horst Schäfer, 
German journalist and author, “and contains descriptions 
of some little-known crimes as well. It will be of interest 
to Bernie Sanders enthusiasts, for Grossman dreams of a 

new and different world—a very realistic dream, built on 
the incredible life of a man of ninety.”
In his later chapters, his new book turns to a broader 
examination of possible lessons to be learned when 
searching for solutions to present-day problems: the 
growing gap between rich and poor, alarmingly malevolent 
dangers to the environment, the menace of racism and new 
fascist movements, the almost ignored danger of atomic 
annihilation—and who is to blame for them.
But the book also looks at newly invigorated hopes for 
a better, a socialist future despite the many barriers to its 
realization—seen through the prism of a veteran of the 
“Old Left” in the USA, Communist rule and the Cold War 
in the shadow of the Berlin Wall—and expresses his views 
on current fears and hopes in the world.
Grossman appears at three engagements in Los Angeles 
May 31-June 2. At each event his books will be available 
for signing. The author encourages vigorous, probing 
discussion and is prepared for productive, illuminating 
conversation.
      On Fri., May 31 at 7 pm he will give a lecture 
presentation at the Wende Museum, located at 10808 
Culver Blvd., Culver City 90230, just west of Overland. 
For more information, and to see hours of operations, see 
https://www.wendemuseum.org/ For information about 
Victor Grossman’s visit, gordon@peoplesworld.org

Victor Grossman



  2019, Vol. 25 Number 11

IN MEMORY OF

Co-founder & Editor John Johnson,  
b. July 4, 1944 - d. April 13, 2014 

Editorial Staff: Adolf Alzuphar, Terrie Brady, Donna Buell, 
Uncle Don B. Fanning, Greg Foisie, Bella De Soto, Jeff 

Hirsch, Ray Jones, Rob Macon, Michael Novick,  Dean Ruby, 
David Troy & others.

Deadline for articles and ads is the 15th, 
deadline for calendar items is the 20th 

of the month before publication. 

Material in Change-Links is licensed under Creative 
Commons, unless copyright by the author, and may be used 

with permission and attribution to Change-Links or 
the original author or source.

Change-Links is a non-profit under the fiscal sponsorship 
of the Alliance for Global Justice (AFGJ). Donations of $250 

and above are tax deductible. Just send a check to 
our  P.O. Box made out to: 

AFGJ/Change-Links.
This is an independent collective activity. We welcome your 

involvement to keep the paper and website alive. Views 
expressed in Change-Links are those of the authors, and 
not necessarily those of Change-Links, its volunteers, or 

sponsors. Letters of comment are welcome! 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
If you can help sell ads, collect items for the 
monthly calendar, do print layout, handle a 
wordpress website, or do copy editing and 
proof-reading -- Change Links needs you! 

Please email changelinks2@gmail.com 
to volunteer and learn more. 
We hope to hear from yoy, 

if you value the paper! 

On the 3rd Wed. each month we have a 
teleconference call to plan the next issue. 
Email us at changelinks2@gmail.com for 

details. The last Thursday eve. each month, 
we gather at the Peace Center at 7:30pm 

for a mailing and bundle-distribution party 
and a discussion about the following 

month’s issue. To get involved, call or email 
as below to make sure of the date & time.

We have poetry  in each issue; send submissions to:
changelinks2@gmail.com. Please include a bio & photo.

Or submit Articles, Poetry, Calendar listings in Word doc & 
Images in JPG Formats to: 

http://change-links.org/submit/
Calendar items to same address, (Change-Links calendar 
item in subject line); include title of event, day, date, time, 

location, fee if any, a short description, contact information 
for sponsors, and a small jpg graphic if you have one. 

Please spell out all words and capitalize street names, etc. 

A $5 donation for calendar listings 
is appreciated.

Payable to AFGJ/Change Links 
at the address below:
Change Links 

P. O. Box 34236 
Los Angeles, CA 90034-0236    

Phone: (951) 638-9259
E-mail: changelinks2@gmail.com 

Web Site: http://www.change-links.org

 Blase Bonpane: Presente!
Blase Anthony Bonpane (1929 - 08 April 2019), a former Maryknoll priest and founder with his 
wife, Theresa (Killeen), of the Office of the Americas, died two weeks shy of his 90th birthday on 
April 8th in Los Angeles.

     Born the youngest of four children in 1929 in Cleveland, Bonpane moved with his family to California, 
where he graduated from Loyola High School in Los Angeles and completed four years at California State 
University, Los Angeles, 
though he left without a degree.  While at university, he played college football for a time and then joined 
the Marine Corps Reserve. He received an honorable discharge in 1950 before joining the Maryknoll Fa-
thers. Before his ordination, he received a Bachelor of Arts in philosophy.
      Following his ordination, he spent some years fundraising for the community and served in leadership 
positions in the U.S. In 1965, he was assigned to Guatemala. To prepare, he first earned a master’s degree 
in Latin American studies at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C.
      He went to Guatemala in 1966 and was named the national adviser to Centro Capacitación Social at the 
Universidad de San Carlos in Guatemala City. He and the students worked with the Indians in the moun-
tains where they taught literacy, provided health care and helped them form labor organizations. He also 
became active in student political protests against the U.S.-backed government persecution of the poor in 
Guatemala and throughout Central America.
      He was expelled from the country with other Maryknoll priests in 1968. He was dismissed from the 
Maryknoll community soon after, when he refused a gag order imposed by the superior general prohibiting 
him from speaking out about U.S. military and political actions in Guatemala.
     During his time at Maryknoll, he studied with Vincent Capodanno, who became a Marine Corps chaplain 
in Vietnam and was killed while carrying injured men to safety; his cause for canonization was opened in 
2004.
     Bonpane was also acquainted with Fr. Stanley Rother, a diocesan priest from Oklahoma City, who was 
martyred in Guatemala in 1981 and beatified in 2017.
     After his return from Guatemala, Bonpane was outspoken against the U.S. government involvement in 
Vietnam and Latin America. The FBI put him under surveillance and the agency built a substantial FBI file 
on his activities. In 1969, he met Theresa Killeen, a former Maryknoll sister with whom he shared the same 
dedication to human rights and nonviolence. They married in 1970.
     Bonpane taught for short periods at University of Southern California and UCLA, but inevitably his 
contracts were not renewed because of his political activism. He made an unsuccessful bid for Congress in 
1982 as a Green Party candidate and earned a doctorate in political science from University of California 
Irvine in 1984, writing his thesis on liberation theology and the Central American solidarity movement. 
Bonpane worked closely for a time with Cesar Chavez and the United Farm Workers.
      Blase and Theresa Bonpane founded the Office of the Americas in 1983. According to the website, 
Office of the Americas is “dedicated to furthering the cause of international justice and peace through broad 
based educational programs.” Over the years of its existence, Bonpane worked in mediation and on peace 
missions in Latin America and Iraq.
     In 2018, after 50 years of interviews and programs on justice, human rights and peace, he signed off for 
the last time from his radio program on KPFK in Los Angeles, “World Focus.”
In 2002, Arthur Jones, then editor-at-large at NCR, wrote about Blase and Theresa Bonpane as activists and 
protesters and said, “A favorite Bonpane family aphorism is: ‘Don’t moan, organize.’ “
     Bonpane wrote at least six books, his most recent in 2015: Blase Bonpane Comments on the 2nd Encyc-
lical of Pope Francis: Laudato Si (Praise Be to You) On the Care of Our Common Home.
     Bonpane’s obituary in the Los Angeles Times noted that the Bonpanes “brought Central American no-
tables like Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega, Nobel laureate Rigoberta Menchú and Salvadoran activist 
Ruben Zamora to the United States to lecture on how U.S. foreign policy affected their countries, and how 
American-trained military forces killed their countrymen by the hundreds of thousands.” 
     According to longtime friend Linda O’Brien-Rothe, “Blase’s dedication to the cause of the people of 
Guatemala was absolute. He was a selfless, wise and holy man from the beginning.
     O’Brien-Rothe recalled, “About 20 years ago, in the late ‘90s, some friends were at their house for din-
ner and we were singing together. Someone mentioned that it would be wonderful to start a singing group 
and since that day our group, named the Blue Birds, has met together once a month.”
      Bonpane entered the Maryknoll community with a guitar and a suitcase, according to his 2011 memoir, 
Imagine No Religion: The Autobiography of Blase Bonpane. He loved music and Gregorian chant in par-
ticular. An obituary at Sojourner Truth Radio noted that he played piano by ear and that “ ‘Guantanamera’ 
was his favorite song, his favorite line being, ‘Con los pobres de la Tierra quiero yo mi suerte echar’ (With 
the poor of the earth I cast my lot).”
      Actor, fellow peace activist and friend Martin Sheen said in a statement to NCR that he had just visited 
Bonpane on April 6 and spent the day with him.
      “Blase was a modern-day prophet,” Sheen said. “He was a dedicated disciple of the non-violent Jesus 
and he lived his life as though the Gospel was all true. Consequently, like all true followers of Christ his 
commitment was very costly and he came to understand that if what we believe is not costly we are left to 
question its value.”
 

Bonpane is survived by his wife, Theresa; their two children, Colleen, a medical doctor, and Blase Martin, 
a musician;son-in-law John Londoño; daughter-in-law Jenoa Briar-Bonpane; and six grandchildren.
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Change Links cannot publish without your sup-
port  http://change-links.org/subscribe/   
Send in events for the calendar, your articles or 
poetry  http://change-links.org/submit/

All event announcements are encouraged to donate 
$5.00 (per event) to Change Links, PO Box 34236, 
LA, CA 90034. It keeps this publication vibrant and 
public…  We thank you in advance.

Peace Vigils
 http://change-links.org/ongoing-peace-vigils-and- 
community-programs/
 Other Calendars

http://ocprogressiveevents.info/ 
http://la.indymedia.org/calendar/ 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/ieprogressivealliance/
events/ 
http://www.activistsandiego.org/event, https://vcpjn.
org/calendar/       
https://echoparkfilmcenter.org

Sponsored Advertisement

Non-Commercial Progressive Community Radio 

Become a listener-subscriber to this radio
station.   $25 yearly donaion to kpfk.org/support-kp-
fk (or three hours of volunteering at the station in 
North Hollywood) allows you to vote for delegates 
to the Local Station Board - the LSB meets monthly 
public comments welcome!  kpfk.org - sponsored 
advertisement by gcrc-socal.org
The Pacifica Radio Foundation 2018 Local Station 
Board (LSB) Election Results for the five radio sta-
tions nationwide have been certified and released. 
Current election closed March 5, 2019. For final 2018 
results, round by round results & anonymized raw 
ballots see https://elections.pacifica.org/wordpress/

Following, is the Pacifica Radio Foundation 2019 
LSB-Local Station Board Election Timeline: April 1st, 
2019 NES Hire | April-May Election Preparation | De-
velopment of an Election Committee (KPFA based).  
June 1-June 30 Nomination Phase | June 30 Record 
Date for Membership.  July 10 Candidate Certifica-
tion | July 12-31 Candidate Debate & CART Video 
sessions at Community Media Centers.  August 15 
Ballot Phase Begins | October 15 Ballot Phase Clos-
es and November 1 Results are Announced.

Courtesy announcement: “Salvo” is a quarterly 
print and digital newspaper covering issues in the 
greater L.A. area from a working- class perspective.  
https://salvopaper.org/read 

On - Going & Continuing Events

Puerto Ricans in Action has launched a nationwide 
campaign to pressure Union Bank to cancel Puer-
to Rico’s National Debt imposed by Wall Street big 
money, while shining the light on this injustice!  

Public events are planned for May thru June:  
May 6 - 17 | California Tour| | May 8 Film Screening: 

“Jurakán Nation In Resistance”, At UC Santa Barbara. 
https://www.facebook.com/events/ 432902110585949/    

May 24-30 | Santa Monica | Laemmle Theater | May 25: 
East LA| Latino Equality Alliance.

www.puertoricansinaction.com  Email: 
puertoricansinaction.la@gmail.com                                                                        

Saturdays, Crenshaw Farmers Market offers farm 
fresh produce and artisan goods, featuring local-
ly grown favorites. Ties into the mall’s health initia-
tive promoting wellness in the Crenshaw community. 
The B Fit program includes weekly Zumba, cardio 
kick and yoga classes, blood pressure screens and 
annual health & wellness fairs. Contact Sustainable 
Economic Enterprises for more info: www.seela.org
 
Sundays, RAC-LA Food Program (El Programa 
Comida) Revolutionary Autonomous Communi-
ties, 1-5p, SE corner of Wilshire Bl & Parkview St, 
LA 90057, free produce distribution. https://www.
facebook.com/raclosangeles/

Sundays, Serve the People LA, 4-6p, Mariachi 
Plaza, 1817 E 1st St, LA 90033. STPLA free food 
& clothing distributions (along with books, shoes, 
etc). We also engage the community on happenings 
around the neighborhood and city, learn about griev-
ances and provide legal services with help from the 
LA Ctr for Community Law & Action. https://servethe-
peoplela.wordpress.com/

3rd Sunday, SoCal350 monthly meeting, St. Atha-
nasius at the 
Cathedral
 Center, 840 Echo 
Park Ave., LA 90026,
http://bit.ly/SoCal350U
pdates; facebook.
com/SoCal350 
climate action.
 
Mondays, Support >>
Honduran Refugees, 
6-8p, Central American 
Resource Center 
(CARECEN-LA), 2845
 W 7th St, LA.  Respond to Trump’s zero tolerance 
policies on Refugees and Asylum and to prepare to 
receive the Refugee Caravan from Honduras and 
other immigrants from Central America. Come orga-
nize with Central Americans, bring a friend or two, 
and get ready to roll up your sleeves.

Tuesdays, Join Black Lives Matter, Stop LAPD 
Spying and allies at LA Police Commission meet-
ing at LAPD HQ, 9:30a, 100 W. 1st St to speak out 
against racist police murders with impunity. See 
agenda, schedule here: http://www.lapdonline.org/
police_commission
 
Tuesday evenings, Stop LAPD Spying Coalition 
meets weekly at LA CAN, 838 E. 6th St. LA, CA 
90021. http://stoplapdspying.org - see website for 
meeting topics. https://www.facebook.com/stoplapd-
spying
 

Wednesdays, 4-6p, Black Lives Matter-led vigil 
outside DA Jackie Lacey’s office with families who 
have lost loved ones to police & sheriff’s deputies. 
DA Lacey has indicted only a single law enforcer for 
over 445 murders by local police & deputies. 211 W. 
Temple, DTLA.
 
Wednesdays, 6-7:30p, LA CAN Legal Clinic, LA 
CAN, 838 E. 6th St. LA, CA 90021. Free Legal Clin-
ic for Low-Income Residents. Must sign-in before 
6:15p. For more info, call 213.228.0024
 
Fridays, Interfaith Communities United for Jus-
tice & Peace breakfast forum, 7-9a, Immanuel 
Presbyterian, 3300 Wilshire Blvd., LA 90010. For do-
nation, bring packaged non-perishable food for the 
church food pantry. Guest speakers, reflections, cof-
fee and bagels to start your morning! www.icujp.org.
Fridays, 5-6p, a lively Vigil for Peace & Justice, 
sponsored by KPFK 90.7FM-LSB Outreach Com-
mittee & friends. Join us for a fun time outreaching           
& making noise at Sunset Blvd & Echo Park Ave.  
Bring your signs...

1st & 3rd Fri, LA Poverty Department Movie 
Nights, 7p, Skid Row History Museum & Archive, 
250 S. Broadway, LA 90012. movienights@lapover-
tydept.org. Free screenings, & conversation about 
issues that are important to Skid Row and downtown 
with generous support of Andy Warhol Foundation 
for Visual Arts.

3rd Fri: Lawyers in the Library, 1-4p, www.lalaw-
library.org/classes, 213-785-2516, 301 W. 1st, LA 
90012. Register on-line, check-in 12:45. Reg doesn’t 
guarantee consultation of approx. 20 minutes.

1st & Last Fri, Voter registration, 10a-2p, lobby of 
Zev Yaroslavsky Family Support Center, 7555 Van 
Nuys Bl, Van Nuys until the Nov. 2020 election.
16 for 2020 volunteers will assist with voter registra-
tion and will explain LA County’s new Vote Centers -
these allow voters to cast a ballot at any vote center
location in the County over an 11-day period.

Every 2nd Saturday of month: Welcome Home LA. 
Resources for those returning from jail, prison and 
juvenile detention, Chuco’s Justice Center of Youth 
Justice Coalition.  

Address change to: 7625 S. Central Ave, LA 
90001.  (323) 235-4243 | 
fax (323) 846-9472. action@youth4justice. org. 
http://www.youth4justice.org/

Every 1st and 3rd Sat: End Homelessness Now-
LA, 2-4pm, a grassroots campaign to pressure L.A. 
City and County public officials to use their vacant 
properties for large-scale, permanent, supportive 
public housing to end the homelessness catastrophe. 
Solidarity Hall, 2122 W. Jefferson Blvd., L.A. 90018, 
just west of Arlington Ave. Free street parking. 323-
723-6416, endhomelessnessnowla@gmail.com,  
https://www.facebook.com/endhomelessnessnowla/

Every 2nd & 4th Saturday, SOLA Food Co-Op at 
Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Farmers Market.  This Co-op 
is unique, because it’s planning to open the first-ev-
er Organic Grocery in Leimert Park Community. You 
can become a member. www.solafoodcoop.com/

“DITCH THE TWO PARTIES OF WALL STREET” 
JOIN OUR MONTHLY MEETING, Last Wed.of the 
MONTH @ 7 PM, 2617 S. HAUSER BL., LA, 90016 
(Steps South from Adams Ave., (just East of Fairfax 
Ave.)                ~ Socialism now!  
www. PeaceandFreedomParty.org  ~  LA Chapter.

MAY DAY 
IS WORKERS’ DAY!

May First, also called May Day is an international day of 
remembrance, of how so many were killed, for demanding 

an 8 Hour working day and safe working conditions, includ-
ing the anarchist martyrs executed over the Haymarket 

incident in Chicago during a general strike for the eight-
hour day.  Thus, a 40 Hour week, etc became a reality... 

See story on P. 6
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Last Saturday, Move to Amend Local Meeting, 
1-3p, Holy Grounds Coffee & Tea, 5371 Alhambra Av, 
L.A. 90032, 323-255-1279.

May 2-10 35th LA Asian Pacific Film Festival 
https://www.vconline.org/festival/

May 4-5 UCLA Pow Wow http://www.americanindi-
anstudies.ucla.edu/event/2019-ucla-pow-wow 
UCLA North Athletic Field, Sat. 11a-10p, Sun.11a-6p
http://www.americanindianstudies.ucla.edu/events 

Last Saturday, Move to Amend Local Meeting, 
1-3p, Holy Grounds Coffee & Tea, 5371 Alhambra Av, 
L.A. 90032, 323-255-1279.

May 2-10 35th LA Asian Pacific Film Festival 
https://www.vconline.org/festival/

May 4-5 UCLA Pow Wow http://www.americanindi-
anstudies.ucla.edu/event/2019-ucla-pow-wow UCLA 
North Athletic Field, Sat. 11a-10p, Sun. 11a-6p

Thru June 15. The Skid Row History Museum/Ar-
chive proudly presents: VISIONS OF FREEDOM 
AND INDEPENDENCE - Exhibition is a Studio 526 
group art exhibit featuring the works of over 50 Skid 
Row neighborhood artists from Studio 526 Arts Cen-
ter, working in a variety of media, painting to sculp-
ture and multimedia art.  Many of the works have 
been created specifically for this exhibition.  Arts are 
“vital to the improvement of the human condition,” 
says artist James Michael Newton.  “Society cannot 
exist without art,” adds another studio artist Mariana 
Valles. Email: info@lapovertydept.org Tel. 213 413-
1077 www.lapovertydept.org 250 S. Broadway, LA, 
90012.

Check out the full month event roster for ECHO 
PARK FILM CENTER - Too many events to list: 
echoparkfilmcenter.org 

Support AB392 Policy Change, Not Training Vid-
eos. After years of watching cops kill unarmed peo-
ple and getting away with it, there is finally legislation 
on the table to change the definition of “justifiable” 
homicide by a peace officer from reasonable to 
necessary. https://takeaction.salsalabs.org/Senate-
Bill230/index.html

May 1 - Wed
May Day/International Workers’ Day

L.A. People’s Power March 2019, 3-6p, MacArthur 
Park, May 1, Los Angeles honors the contributions of 
immigrants, workers, and those who fight to create a 
more just society that includes everyone. Thousands 
of Angelenos who are our neighbors, families, friends, 

and co-workers will march together in the spirit of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Harvey Milk, Dolores Huerta, 
and Cesar Chavez to mark the struggle for the rights 
of all workers and all immigrants.  Wear red! https://
www.facebook.com/events/273341786923929/

OC May Day Collective march for human rights 
and workers rights, 4-7p, Sasscer Park, Ross & 
Santa Ana Bl, Santa Ana. Join us as we march for hu-
man rights and workers rights! Bring your signs and 
your voice and lets represent our issues and cam-
paigns. http://ocprogressiveevents.info/#May01mdc

2 - Thu
At The Zocolo-National Center for The Preser-
vation of Democracy, 111 North Central Ave., LA, 
90012: How Does Community Conflict Turn Into 
Genocide? By Omer Bartov.  The Ninth Annual Zó-
calo Book Prize Lecture: History often blames geno-
cide solely on murderous demagogues and military 
campaigns. But more often than not, the forces that 
unleash ethnic cleansing arise slowly and during 
peacetime, and stem from seemingly everyday inter-
actions in places that are home to diverse peoples…. 
Erica Goss, winner of the eighth annual Zócalo Po-
etry Prize, will deliver a public reading of her winning 
poem prior to the lecture.  https://www.zocalopub-
licsquare.org/event/community- conflict-turn-geno-
cide/

3 - Fri
UndocU Conference at CSU Long Beach, the 
Dream Success Center, CSULB, Annual Confer-
ence features research with and in support of undoc-
umented students, their families, and communities.  
Keynote speaker: Dr. Roberto Gonzales, Prof., Har-
vard Grad School of Education, author of
Lives in Limbo. https://mydocumentedlife.
org/2019/02/06/register-for-this-years-undocu-con-
ference-at-csu-long-beach/

Topanga Peace Alliance Film 7:30p, Topanga 
County Library, Meeting Room, 2nd floor, 122 N. 
Topanga Canyon Blvd, 90290. Discussion after film.  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/53323228710/

Sweet Baby J’ai, Jazz at LACMA, 6-8p, Smidt Wel-
come Plaza, Free. 5905 Wilshire Blvd., L.A. 90036.

4 - Sat
ACLU of So California: AB 392, 10a-12:30p, Ana-
heim Central Library, 500 W Broadway, Anaheim.  
California has a deadly problem with policing. Cal-
ifornia police kill more people than any other state, 
and there are enormous racial disparities. That’s why 
ACLU So CA is working to pass AB 392, a bill in the 
CA Legislature to stop police from using deadly force 
when they have other options. By holding police to a 
higher standard, this common-sense change to the 
law will make the difference between life and death. 
Too many families are left shattered by police vio-
lence. Many of these killings are senseless and pre-
ventable. Police should never use deadly force un-
less absolutely necessary. But right now, California 
law lets police kill even if deadly force isn’t required. 
Last year, this bill was stalled in the legislature by the 
big law enforcement lobby. It’s time to take the power 
back and demand more from police and elected rep-
resentatives. Join the movement of everyday individ-
uals who are committed to bring an end to this death 
toll. Get informed, get organized and let’s jump into 
action. Breakfast and snacks will be provided. https://
go.peoplepower.org/event/action_attend/18949

ECHO PARK FILM CENTER - Too many events 
to list here, so check out all May events at:  www.
echoparkfilmcenter.org  Celebrating 16 Years of 
Community Media Arts. Sell your TV and come to the 
cinema!  STORE HOURS: Friday 3 -¬ 7 pm and Sat-
urday/Sunday noon – 5 pm.  SCREENINGS begin 
at 8 PM and are $5 admission (unless noted).  Here 
is a selected date for May: Classics Off the Beaten 
Path, with Mark Johnson.  Also see May 14, 18 & 
25…  1200 N. Alvarado Street, LA, 90026, (213) 484-
¬8846.

Thru May 5th, 2nd Annual LA Tastemaker 420 Pop 
Up Dinner in West Hollywood, 90069, 8P to 12A.  
From Eventbrite.com: Our second annual LA-Taste-
makers Dinner is a fine dining experience designed 
for EVERYONE to enjoy. Weather you prefer your 
food with absolutely zero infusion. Or your up for 
the HIGHer-end of...  By Chef Kyla…  This is a PRI-

VATE event.  Location be provided 48hrs before the 
event time: To purchase a dinner ticket or RVP for 
our networking experience: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/2nd-annual-la-tastemakers-420-pop-up-din-
ner-tickets-60160235885

5 - Sun
A NEW LOOK AT MASS INCARCERATION, 6 - 
8:30pm.  Hosting historian and award- winning au-
thor, Dr. Kelly Lytle Hernandez, foremost expert on 
race, immigration, and mass incarceration, she will 
share her insights into both the history and the pres-
ent status of incarceration in LA County.  Potluck sup-
per at 6 pm and program starts at 6:30 pm. Location: 
Virginia Ave. Park, Thelma Terry Bldg., 2200 Virginia 
Ave., Santa Monica 90404. Child Care provided.

Grassroots Community Radio Coalition organiz-
ing meeting for a peoples majority at KPFK. info@
gcrc-socal.org, www.gcrc-socal.org

Cinco de Mayo-This Historic Date commemorates 
the Mexican defeat of invading French troops at the 
Battle of Puebla, and is more widely celebrated in the 
US than in Mexico itself.

Missing Murdered Indigenous Women & Men 
(MMIW) MARCH, 4:30-8:30p.  March from Holly-
wood & Highland to CNN. https://www.facebook.
com/events/284936742177405/

6 - Mon
Freedom Socialist Party hosts a 6-week public 
Public Study Group – Socialist Feminism and the 
Revolutionary Party - Discussion Group: A Radant 
Program for New Generations, Monday evenings, 
May 6, 13, 20 and June 3, 10, 17, 7:00 – 8:30 pm. 
Solidarity Hall, 2122 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 
90018. Capitalism is not meeting basic human needs 
like 
shelter, healthcare, and employment. 
The huge gap between rich and poor demands 
change. A Pamphlet with powerful set of ideas and 
a democratic structure that offers a way forward. For 
Information: Chris Smith, 

323-732-6416 or 206-953-5600. fspla@earthlink.net

7 - Tue
Free Cultural Events http://laughtears.com/  310-
306-7330 various locations:  
6pm McLuhan-Finnegans Wake Reading Club at 
Marina Del Rey Library 
 
8 - Wed
CopWatch Santa Ana General Meeting/Communi-
ty Forum, 7-10p, El Centro Cultural de México, 837 
N. Ross St. Santa Ana (new address) You are invited 
to come participate in direct-action based barrio or-
ganizing against the police state. Every 2nd Wed. at 
7p.   Professional childcare provided.  Agents of the 
state including the Santa Ana PD and ICE are NOT 
welcomed. http://ocprogressiveevents.info

Free Cultural Events http://laughtears.com/  310-
306-7330 various locations: Laughtears Salon (rsvp 
310 306 7330 for location & time) free - politics, art.
 
9 - Thu
Health Care For All-LA Chapter meeting, 7:30-
9:30 p, Peace Center, 3916 Sepulveda Blvd Culver 
City 90230. Parking Lot and meeting entrance is be-
hind the building. Dessert, coffee & tea.
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featuring “CONVOLUTED BY DESIGN”, a very 
informative talk by Alice Ly, patient advocate who 
directly helped 15,000 underserved  L.A. County 
residents gain access to care with her expertise in 
navigating convoluted health systems.  Ms. Ly will 
discuss how the current healthcare system utilizes 
complex coding systems and disjointed protocols to 
reduce costs at the expense of the patient.   

10 - Fri

Thru May 26-Cirque du Soleil Amaluna - The 
Grand Chapiteau - On the LA Waterfront, San Pe-
dro, 90731. Category: KPFK-90.7 FM Media Spon-
sored Events. Cirque du Soleil is bringing Amaluna 
to Los Angeles! Plunge into a thrilling adventure filled 
with amazing acrobatic feats on a mysterious island, 
that unfolds to the beat of a vibrant energetic sound. 
https://www.kpfk.org/calendar/event/cirque-du-soleil-
amaluna/

11 - Sat
Alternatives to 911 training, May 11-12, free ad-
mission. Bring your team and get training on how 
to respond to sexual assault, relationship abuse, 

addiction, violence 
and injuries in our 
homes, schools, 
workplaces and on 
the block.  Build 
the skills to create 
community action 
teams (CATS) for 
community alter-
natives 911 (CAT 
911).  Supported by 
peace builders and 

medical professionals. 7625 S. Central Avenue, LA 
90001.  Childcare also available. To endorse, send 
your logos to:
action@youth4justice.org RSVP at:rsvp@cat911.
eventbrite.com  

12 - Sun
Alternatives to 911 training at Chuco’s Justice Cen-
ter, 7625 S. Central Avenue, LA 90001. See May 11 
listing.

Mother’s Day

Sundays Live: Pianist John Bayless, 6-7p, 
Bing Theater, L.A. County Museum of Art, (LACMA) 
5905  Wilshire Blvd., L.A. 90036. Free.

13 - Mon

How Did the US Conquest of the “Southwest 
“Shape New Mexico’s Future? Zocalo-National 
Center for The Preservation of Democracy, 111 North 
Central Ave., LA,  90012: Massachusetts and Virgin-
ia became American states after colonists repelled 
an imperial power. But the area now known as New 
Mexico joined the Union when it was conquered by 
the U.S. Army. The U.S. incorporated the land after 
the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, but its inhabitants 
weren’t automatically U.S. citizens; their status be-
came the subject of negotiations and controversies.   
https://www.zocalopublicsquare.org/event/communi-
ty-conflict-turn-genocide/

14 - Tue
ECHO PARK FILM CENTER - Too many events to 
list here, so check out all May events at: * www.echo-
parkfilmcenter.org  Here is a selected date for May: 
Handmade Titles for Handmade Films.  Also see 
May 18 & 25…  1200 N. Alvarado Street, LA., 90026, 
(213) 484-¬8846.

AB 392: ACLU Reducing Police Shootings Fo-
rum, 7p, Friends Meeting House, 520 E. Orange 
Grove Blvd., Pasadena. The California Act to Save 
Lives provides a clear definition for when peace of-
ficers can use deadly force. Introduced by Assembly 
member Shirley Weber (D-San Diego) and cospon-
sored by Assembly member Chris Holden (D-Pasa-
dena), AB 392 requires that police officers only use 
deadly for when there is no reasonable alternative, 
including warnings, verbal persuasion, or other non-
lethal methods to resolve or de-escalate a situation.  
https://reducing-police-shootings.eventbrite.com

Alexandre Clérisse!, Famed French graphic nov-
elist,  on Atomic Empire, 7:30 p, The Last Book-
store,453 S Spring St., LA, 90013. Cost: $29.34, 
includes the book. Inspired by a real psychological 
case, Atomic Empire is both a psychiatric enigma 
and a space opera. Smolderen and Clerisse deliver 
a beautiful and contemporary tale, immersed in the 
fluid and aerodynamic imagery of 1950s sci-fi.

15 - Wed
Nakba Day https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nakba_Day

Change Links monthly planning conference call, 
7:30p, email changelinks2@gmail.com for details. 
Get involved in planning the June issue of Change 
Links!

Free Cultural Events http://laughtears.com/  310-
306-7330 various locations: MOM  - MEDIA DIS-
CUSSION, 6-9pm, at Beyond Baroque 681 Venice 
Blvd., Venice.

Will California Pick the Next President? 7:30 PM, 
- At the Zocolo-National Center for The Preservation 
of Democracy, 111 North Central Ave., LA, 90012.  
When it comes to picking the country’s presidents, 
the richest and most populous state hasn’t much 
mattered. But could 2020 be different? California has 
moved its presidential primary earlier.   
https://www.zocalopublicsquare.org/event/will-cali-
fornia-pick-next-president/

16 - Thu
Whittier Peace 3rd Thursday Film Night, 7p, St. 
Matthias Episcopal Church (Chase Room), 7056 
Washington Ave., Whittier  90602, N/E corner of 
Wardman St. Washington Ave (not Blvd) runs north 
south two blocks east of Greenleaf Park (there is 
additional parking in the back of the church). Walk 
through the 2nd gate north of Wardman. The Chase 
Room is just to the left. Film will be chosen from 
DVDs brought that night. http://whittierpeace.org/

17 - Fri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Day_
Against_Homophobia,_Transphobia_and_Biphobia

Cannonball/Coltrane Project, Jazz at LACMA, 
6-8p, Smidt Welcome Plaza, 5905 Wilshire Blvd., 
L.A. 90036. Free.

18 - Sat
ECHO PARK FILM CENTER - Here is a selected 
date for May: Intro to Adobe Premiere Pro, 10am - 
1pm. Also see May 25… 1200 N. Alvarado Street, 
LA, 90026, (213) 484-¬8846. www.echoparkfilmcen-
ter.org 

South L.A. Community Farm, Ribbon-Cutting Cel-
ebration, 10 a-1p, 847 E. 20th St, Los Angeles, CA 
90011.Join us to celebrate the 1st year of the Com-
munity Farm and 9 years of growing food, communi-
ty, and justice in South Central through the Roots for 
Peace Program. Food, music, Youth Artivism, Food 
Growers Network, Resistencia mural walks, and info 
on the networking behind it all.

19 - Sun
Celebrate Ho Chi Minh, Malcolm X, Agusto Cesar 
Sandino, Yuri Kochiyama and Lorraine Hansber-
ry on their birthday, 7-9 PM. Info: 323-636-7388

             

At the Peace Ctr.: 3916 S. Sepulveda Blvd, Culver 
City 90232 (between Washington Pl and Venice Bl; 
free parking in rear, dial 22 for entry). Documentary 
film on Malcolm X, speaker from Nicaragua on the 
significance of Sandino today in the face of renewed 
US attacks on Nicaragua, video clip of Hansberry’s 
“A Raisin in the Sun” and more. Sponsored by Grass-
roots Community Radio Coalition.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malcolm_X_Day 
Observed by Berkeley, CA. Official events in San 
Jose and San Francisco

Free Cultural Events at various locations: 1-5pm 
BSP AvantFunkJazz Live Music & Poetry at John 
Mooney’s glass art studio at 705 Hampton Dr., Ven-
ice CA free “Free your art and your consciousness 
will follow”...walkin’ and wakin’ de art.  http://laugh-
tears.com/  310-306-7330

20 - Mon

21 - Tue
LA County Sheriff Community Oversight Com-
mission, 9a-1p, MTA HQ, One Gateway Plaza, LA, 
90012, 3rd Floor, Metro Board Room.  See https://
coc.lacounty.gov/Meetings for agenda.

6:30 PM, Los Angeles - At the Zocolo-National 
Center for The Preservation of Democracy, 111 
North Central Ave., LA, 90012: Honolulu - Will Pidgin 
Survive the 21st Century? Eh braddah, howzit? Did 
you hear that a pidgin word—hammajang—made the 
Oxford English Dictionary? Wait, you missed it? No 
worry, beef curry. Pidgin remains most strong and 
distinctive elements of culture in Hawai‘i, used in 
everyday conversation and local advertising. What 
does the popularity of pidgin say about the history, 
culture, and class structure of Hawai‘i? How has con-
temporary immigration changed the ways in…
 https://www.zocalopublicsquare.org/event/commu-
nity-conflict-turn-genocide/

22 - Wed
Harvey Milk Day is organized by the Harvey Milk 
Foundation and celebrated each year on May 22 
in memory of Harvey Milk.  A gay rights activist as-
sassinated in 1978. Harvey Milk was a prominent gay 

activist during the twentieth centu-
ry.  He ran for office three times be-
fore becoming the first openly gay 
person elected into California pub-

lic office, where he acted as a city supervisor. Har-
vey Milk Day came about as a day to remember and 
teach about Milk’s life and his work to stop the dis-
crimination against gays and lesbians.  https://www.
milkfoundation.org/  &  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Harvey_Milk_Day

23 - Thu
Free Cultural Events http://laughtears.com/  310-
306-7330 various locations:

PXL THIS 28 Toy Camera Film Festival, 8pm (doors 
open at 7:30p). At Echo Park Film Center, 1200 N Al-
varado St, LA 90026, $5 admission. The Fisher-Price 
PXL2000 (Pixelvision) is a toy camera, manufactured 
from 1987-89, that records on quarter-inch audio 
cassette tape. Pixelvision has been screened recent-
ly at Lincoln Center in New York, and at LACMA’s 3D 
exhibit in Los Angeles.  http://www.echoparkfilmcen-
ter.org/events/pxl-this-28/

24 - Fri
Global Strike For Future March Los Angeles, 12n-
3p, Pershing Square station, 500 S Hill St, LA 90013.  
Los Angeles continues to strengthen the unity of en-
vironmental activists and organizations, together we 
will save our planet! Momentum is high and we invite 
you to join us for the second global strike in downtown 
Los Angeles.  Local event: https://www.facebook.
com/events/590151701454191/ global event: https://
www.facebook.com/events/313546356029054/

25 - Sat
The Echo Park Film Center and Los Angeles Film-
forum present LOCAL HISTORY: A Robert Todd 
Tribute.  And Intro to Super 8 Filmmaking and Hand 
processing.  1200 N. Alvarado Street, LA, CA 90026, 
(213) 484-¬8846.

26 - Sun
Free Cultural Events http://laughtears.com/  310-
306-7330 various locations: 7pm “Its All Write Ma... 
RobZimME” at Beyond Baroque 681 Venice Blvd... 
Venice CA, free Rare Bob Dylan film clips & live mu-
sic.
Public Memorial for Blase Bonpane, 4p, 

Clockwise from upper left:
Ho Chi Minh, Malcolm X, 
Yuri Kochiyama, Sandino.
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Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 3300 Wilshire, 
LA  90010. 
Blase and Theresa 
Bonpane founded  
the Office of the Americas, 
“dedicated to furthering the 
cause of international jus-
tice and peace through broad based educational 
programs.” Blase was also host of KPFK’s “World 
Focus” for 50 years, interviews and programs on jus-
tice, human rights and peace.

St. Elmo Village Celebrates Its 50th Anniversary! 
“Village Reunion & Celebration of the Arts”
Memorial Day Weekend, Sat. 25 and Sun. 26, 12n-
6p, both days.  St. Elmo Village is one of the oldest 
teach, live, and work spaces for artists, and students 
of the arts in Los Angeles. The celebration will in-
clude music, theatrical spoken word performances, 
dancing and drumming performers, children’s art ac-
tivities and face painting, artisan craft vendors,

 food trucks and tours of the Village grounds. locat-
ed at 4830 St. Elmo Drive, LA, 90019. Tricia Alkmia 
(424) 223-2643. St. Elmo Drive will be blocked off 
to through traffic – from Longwood Avenue to Rim-
pau Blvd. Residents of St. Elmo Drive will be giv-
en a Parking Pass, to allow them Street access as 
needed. Shuttle Parking for guests is available at the 
Mid-Town Shopping Center, 4725 Venice Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA 0019.  Free and open to the public.

27 - Mon
Memorial Day

LEST WE FORGET: A DOCTOR’S EXPERIENCE 
WITH LIFE & DEATH DURING THE EBOLA OUT-
BREAK WITH DR. KWAN KEW LAI, 7:30 p,                                                        
The Last Book Store.     
453 S Spring St., Los Angeles, CA 90013. In 2014, 
after fighting through yards of bureaucratic red tape, 
leaving her family, and putting her own health at 
risk in order to help suffering strangers, Dr. Kwan 
Kew Lai finally arrived in Africa to volunteer as an 
infectious disease specialist in the heart of the larg-
est Ebola outbreak in history.  Author_Photo_cred-
it-Charles-FitzGibbon.
 
28 - Tue 
Art in the Age of Black Power 1963–1983, the 
Broad Museum Exhibit runs March to September 
2019. Price: $12-$18 (The Broad is offering free ad-
mission to Soul of a Nation every Thursday from 5-8 
p.m. (last entry at 7 p.m.) during the exhibition’s run.). 
221 S Grand Ave, LA, 90012.  213-232-6200 

29 - Wed

Max Said Yes! The Woodstock Story, meet the au-
thors and illustrator, 7:30 p, The Last Bookstore, 
453 S Spring St., LA, CA 90013. Adult discussion of 
a vibrant and award-winning children’s picture book 
that shares the tale of dairy farmer Max Yasgur and 
how he came to open his 600 acre dairy farm to half 
a million people in August 1969. Celebrate 50 years 
since Woodstock!

30 – Thu

Change Links monthly distribution meeting, 
7:30p, Peace Center, 3916 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Cul-
ver City 90230, free parking in rear, dial 22 for entry.

Art in the Age of Black Power 1963–1983, the 
Broad Museum.  Exhibit runs March to September 
2019. Price: $12-$18 (The Broad is offering free ad-
mission to Soul of a Nation every Thursday from 5-8 
p.m. (last entry at 7 p.m.) during the exhibition’s run.) 
221 S Grand Ave, LA, 90012  for more info:   213-

232-6200 

OC Know Your Sheriff Workshop #4: OCSD and 
ICE, 6-8p, XEROX Centre First Floor Conference 
Room, 1851 E First St, Santa Ana.  Join the ACLU 
of Southern California and Orange County Racial 
Justice Collaborative for workshop #4 of the public 
education workshop series about the role and power 
of a sheriff and sheriff department operations. This 
workshop will focus on OCSD’s relationship with ICE. 
Experts in the field will discuss OCSD’s (now termi-
nated) 287(g) agreement, “Beds for Feds” program, 
the TRUST Act and California Values Act. Parking is 
available in the structure adjacent to the Xerox Cen-
tre. Please RSVP at: https://go.peoplepower.org/
event/action_attend/19317If you have any questions 
and/or concerns, please contact Daisy Ramirez at dr-
amirez@aclusocal.org.

31 - Fri
Victor Grossman appears at three engagements 
in Los Angeles.  May 31-June 2. All events are free 
admission, and all are welcome. 
At each event his books will be available for signing. 
The author encourages vigorous, probing discussion 
and is  prepared for productive, illuminating conver-
sation.  

For info contact: 
Eric Gordon 
<gordon@peo
plesworld.org>

Dwight Trible, Jazz at LACMA, 6-8 p, 5905 Wilshire 
Blvd., L.A. 90036. Free.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Heads Up Special event very soon...
June 1st effort:  
HERESY ON WHEELS - Demonstration by Jean-
marie Bishop ~ Saturday, June 1st ~ In Downtown 
Phoenix.       At the offices of ICE at: 2035 N. Central 
Avenue.  Many will participate in a hunger fast, from 
7:00 AM till sundown.  This Action will continue until 
the state of Arizona adopts a policy of treating asylum 
seekers with the compassion they deserve. I believe 
our example will inspire the rest of the country to fol-
low suit.  To learn ICE policies on this matter, visit: 
https://www.ice.gov/detention-facility/central-arizo-
na-correctional-center     

~~~~~~~~~~~~

Julian Assange 
...Continued from P. 1
and journalist. Assange has committed no crime and 
has had his political asylum, which has been recog-
nized by the UN, taken away from him for no legiti-
mate reason.

The prosecution of Julian Assange is an attack on 
Freedom of the Press in the 21st Century. WikiLeaks 
is democratizing journalism, redistributing power 
and increasing transparency. Publishing the truth is 
not a crime. The attack on Assange is a threat not 
only to journalism but opposition to war and empire. 
People need to stand up for Assange, our right to 
know and build a movement against US imperialism.

Wikileaks’ breakthrough journalism has been a pub-
lic service that exposed US war crimes in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, human rights violations at the Guanta-
namo Bay prison and showed corporate corruption 
of US foreign policy in State Department cables. 
Wikileaks has published documents concerning gov-
ernments and corporations throughout the world.

Wikileaks has democratized the media by creating 
the ability for people to expose crimes of govern-
ments and corporations by anonymously leaking 
documents that show their activities. This innovation 
gives power to people to be the media. Such power 
is essential at this time of corporate concentration of 
media, where six companies control 90 percent of the 
news.

Wikileaks documents have been covered in major
news outlets like the New York Times and the Wash-
ington Post and have had an impact on the develop-
ment of public policies.

The US and international courts should be prosecut-
ing those who committed crimes exposed in the doc-
uments published by Wikileaks, not the media outlet 
who exposed the crimes.

Chelsea Manning, who leaked documents to 
Wikileaks, is being held for refusing to testify before 
a grand jury in Alexandria, VA. She refuses to testify 
in secret against Julian Assange. Manning should be 
released. Manning and Assange are sacrificing their 
freedom for our right to kno

Yesterday, was the 30th Anniversary of the Whis-
tleblower Protection Act (WPA). Beginning un-
der President Obama and continuing under Presi-
dent Trump, whistleblowers are being arrested and 
charged with the Espionage Act at increasing levels. 
From the time the Espionage Act was passed in 1917 
until the Obama administration took office, it was 
used against one person. Eight people were prosecut-
ed by the Obama Department of Justice. The number 
of investigations of leaked information has tripled 
under the Trump administration.

Telesur has been running live updates, and will pre-
sumably have a story posted soon:

https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Live-Updates-
Assange-Faces-5-Years-in-Jail-in-US-for-Hack-
ing-20190411-0009.html

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Brief Origin of May Day
By Eric Chase
     Most people living in the United States know little about 
the International Workers’ Day of May Day. For many oth-
ers there is an assumption that it is a holiday celebrated in 
state communist countries like Cuba or the former Soviet 
Union. Most Americans don’t realize that May Day has its 
origins here in this country and is as “American” as base-
ball and apple pie, and stemmed from the pre-Christian 
holiday of Beltane, a celebration of rebirth and fertility.
     In the late nineteenth century, the working class was 
in constant struggle to gain the 8-hour work day. Working 
conditions were severe and it was quite common to work 
10 to 16 hour days in unsafe conditions. Death and injury 
were commonplace at many work places and inspired such 
books as Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle and Jack London’s 
The Iron Heel. As early as the 1860’s, working people ag-
itated to shorten the workday without a cut in pay, but it 
wasn’t until the late 1880’s that organized labor was able 
to garner enough strength to declare the 8-hour workday. 
This proclamation was without consent of employers, yet 
demanded by many of the working class... See page 8
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“Democracy Now” interview Ref, Texas 
Speech Pathalogist from P. 1
to get a suspension of the Israeli efforts to stop you from trav-
eling? And were you surprised that this time it was the United 
States that stepped in?

OMAR BARGHOUTI: Yes, indeed. Since 2014, Israel has pre-
vented me—or tried, quite a few times—prevented me from 
traveling, through de jure and de facto travel bans, by refusing 
to renew my Israeli travel permit, without which I cannot leave 
and re-enter the country. This was condemned by Amnesty Inter-
national, including very recently, in February of this year, as an 
arbitrary measure of punishing me for my human rights activities 
in the BDS movement.
Indeed, this was quite surprising that Israel has outsourced this 
type of micro-repression of the BDS movement to its allies in the 
White House. Israel has outsourced quite a lot of its repressive, 
McCarthyite policies to the United States. As your report correct-
ly mentioned, 27 state legislatures have passed clearly unconsti-
tutional, anti-democratic, anti-BDS measures. But this is the first 
time, that we’re aware of, that this micro level of repression is 
done by the U.S. as a proxy for Israel.

AMY GOODMAN: Can you respond to your denial by the 
Trump administration into the United States? What do you have 
to say to them?

OMAR BARGHOUTI: Yes. I think this is just another step that 
shows how this right-wing administration, which is completely 
in alliance with Israel’s far-right regime, is terrified of our voic-
es, is terrified of telling the truth. They’re trying to prevent me 
from meeting U.S. lawmakers in Congress, mainstream media, 
to speak at a synagogue, to speak at Harvard and NYU, and so 
on and so forth, and certainly denying me the right to be with 
my daughter for her wedding, which is happening next Sunday. 
So, by this, the U.S. administration is just adding to its already 
very deep record of complicity in Israel’s violations of interna-
tional law, but this time they’re violating U.S. law, because this 
is an ideological and political exclusion. And ACLU, PEN U.S. 
and other organizations are investigating this issue, whether the 
U.S. State Department is denying me entry over my human rights 
views.

JUAN GONZÁLEZ: I wanted to ask you, as a founder of the 
BDS movement—and you’ve been watching the increased ef-
forts worldwide by the Israeli government to squelch and repress 
the BDS movement—your reaction to the recent reports that 
ex-Mossad agents have harassed U.S. students and BDS activists 
here in the United States in an effort to intimidate them?

OMAR BARGHOUTI: There are so many ways of intimidation 
that Israel has resorted to, Israel and its lobby groups, whether 
the traditional Jewish establishment lobby or the Christian Zion-
ist lobby. They’re involved in true McCarthyism. I mean, I call it 
McCarthyism 2.0, an evolved form of the earlier McCarthyism, 
with loyalty to Israel being the litmus test.
But Israel is certainly spying on U.S. citizens who are active in 
the BDS movement, as revealed in Al Jazeera’s documentary re-
port, The Lobby, and as Alain Gresh wrote in Le Monde Diplo-
matique, and Electronic Intifada have revealed. Israel is indeed 
spying and using legal persecution against activists to silence 
BDS activists. Several of Israel’s lobby groups are funding the 
so-called Canary Mission, which is smearing activists on cam-
pus, especially Jewish activists, who support Palestinian rights. 
And they realilze that the number of Jewish activists in the U.S. 
who support Palestinian rights, and even who support BDS, is in 
the ascendance.

AMY GOODMAN: I wanted to go back to an interview we did 
last year, when we spoke to Bahia Amawi, a speech pathologist 
who’s filed a lawsuit against the Pflugerville Independent School 
District in Texas and the Texas state attorney general, after being 
forced out of her position for refusing to sign a pro-Israel pledge 
in her contract. Amawi explained she doesn’t consider herself a 
BDS activist but does                                     
But it’s not only that, I believe, if you ask me, because if she 
were a quiet black refugee woman from Somalia, Muslim who 
covered her hair, and all of that stuff, then I think people would 
love to trot her out for the optics alone. But she’s not a quiet 
congresswoman. In fact, I think that’s a great thing. In fact, she 
seems to be a highly principled and highly effective politician, 
even just in the short time that she’s been in Congress. So, I think 
that, in fact, she’s a scary figure to a lot of people who are on the 
right, and even sometimes to the mainstream establishment of the 
Democratic Party, as well.

JUAN GONZÁLEZ: That was going to be my follow-up. What 
about the reaction of the establishment of the Democratic Party 
to the threats against her and to the scapegoating of her?
MOUSTAFA BAYOUMI: Yes. Well, you know, I think that what 
we saw was in fact, in some ways, a litmus test of where the 
Democratic leadership and also those vying for the presidency 
lie on one of the more important issues of our day, which is Is-
lamophobia, fundamentally. What we saw with Nancy Pelosi’s 
statement, for example, on Ilhan Omar was, I thought, extremely 
disappointing. I thought she was refusing to name Ilhan Omar 
explicitly, was not—didn’t come out in her defense, and in fact 
was
backhandedly accusing her of sacralizing—or, desacralizing, I 
should say, the 9/11 territory, which was not the point of this con-
troversy at all. So, I thought that Nancy Pelosi’s response was, in 
fact, quite shameful.

AMY GOODMAN: And now she’s being attacked for criticizing 
Stephen Miller for his fierce anti-immigrant views, being told 
that because she’s talking about Stephen Miller in the administra

tion, she is singling out a Jewish member of the administration, 
which proves she is anti-Semitic. We had on Dr. David Glosser, 
who is Stephen Miller’s uncle, his sister’s son, who criticized his 
nephew for his extremist anti-immigrant views.
MOUSTAFA BAYOUMI: Yeah, exactly. I mean, does that mean 
that Ilhan Omar can only criticize Ilhan Omar? That would be the 
natural result of that. She’s not criticizing Stephen Miller for his 
Jewishness. She’s criticizing Stephen Miller for the positions that 
he holds. And that’s completely within the boundaries of Ameri-
can political discourse.

AMY GOODMAN: So what does this mean for Muslims around 
the country? Ilhan Omar says she herself has faced this spike 
in death threats against her. President Trump pinning the tweet 
of the video where he’s juxtaposed the 9/11 attacks with Ilhan 
Omar? We know about the attacks on the Tree of Life synagogue, 
the 11 Jewish worshipers that were killed, with the killer citing 
the same words that President Trump used—”invaders,” “inva-
sion.” President Trump’s words and what he tweets has meaning.

MOUSTAFA BAYOUMI: Absolutely. In fact, there was a study 
that was performed last year—that was published last year, 
that said that there’s a direct correlation with Donald Trump’s 
anti-Muslim tweets and the rise in anti-Muslim hate crimes. 
So, Twitter and hate crimes, unfortunately, are connected. And 
they’re not only connected in the United States, they’re connect-
ed internationally, as well. That’s what the study found. And, in 
fact, not only is what Donald Trump tweeted completely disturb-
ing, but it’s also coming within weeks of 50 people being killed 
in New Zealand in two different mosques by a man who also felt 
himself connected to President Trump and his ideology.

AMY GOODMAN: And let’s not forget what the New Zealand 
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern responded to President Trump 
when he asked what can he do, when he called the prime minis-
ter, and she said, “Respect the Muslim community,” as she then 
put on hijab herself to comfort the families of those killed. We 
want to thank you, Moustafa Bayoumi, for being here, author of 
This Muslim American Life: Dispatches from the War on Terror, 
professor at Brooklyn College. We’ll link to your piece in The 
Guardian.
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JUAN GONZÁLEZ: How do you account for this enor-
mous campaign that has been launched against this fresh-
man congressmember in terms of by so many conserva-

tives and right-wing groups in the country and by the 
president himself? In your sense, what’s behind it?

MOUSTAFA BAYOUMI: Well, on one level, it’s very 
clear. Ilhan Omar is one of two Muslim women elect-
ed to Congress, the first two Muslim women elected to 
Congress. That gives her, I think, a certain level of promi-
nence, along with a certain level of vulnerability. Not only 
that, but, of course, being openly Muslim, she wears hijab. 
She covers her hair. She’s a refugee. She’s an immigrant. 
She’s a black woman. So she occupies all of those vulner-
able positions in our society today.
But it’s not only that, I believe, if you ask me, because 
if she were a quiet black refugee woman from Somalia, 
Muslim who covered her hair, and all of that stuff, then I 
think people would love to trot her out for the optics alone. 
But she’s not a quiet congresswoman. In fact, I think that’s 
a great thing. In fact, she seems to be a highly principled 
and highly effective politician, even just in the short time 
that she’s been in Congress. So, I think that, in fact, she’s 
a scary figure to a lot of people who are on the right, and 
even sometimes to the mainstream establishment of the 
Democratic Party, as well.

JUAN GONZÁLEZ: That was going to be my follow-up. 
What about the reaction of the establishment of the Dem-
ocratic Party to the threats against her and to the scape-
goating of her?
MOUSTAFA BAYOUMI: Yes. Well, you know, I think 
that what we saw was in fact, in some ways, a litmus test 
of where the Democratic leadership and also those vying 
for the presidency lie on one of the more important issues 
of our day, which is Islamophobia, fundamentally. What 
we saw with Nancy Pelosi’s statement, for example, on 
Ilhan Omar was, I thought, extremely disappointing. I 
thought she was refusing to name Ilhan Omar explicitly, 
was not—didn’t come out in her defense, and in fact was 
backhandedly accusing her of sacralizing—or, desacral-
izing, I should say, the 9/11 territory, which was not the 
point of this controversy at all. So, I thought that Nancy 
Pelosi’s response was, in fact, quite shameful.

AMY GOODMAN: And now she’s being attacked for crit-
icizing Stephen Miller for his fierce anti-immigrant views, 
being told that because she’s talking about Stephen Miller 
in the administration, she is singling out a Jewish member 
of the administration, which proves she is anti-Semitic. 
We had on Dr. David Glosser, who is Stephen Miller’s 
uncle, his sister’s son, who criticized his nephew for his 
extremist anti-immigrant views.
MOUSTAFA BAYOUMI: Yeah, exactly. I mean, does 
that mean that Ilhan Omar can only criticize Ilhan Omar? 
That would be the natural result of that. She’s not criti-
cizing Stephen Miller for his Jewishness. She’s criticizing 
Stephen Miller for the positions that he holds. And that’s 
completely within the boundaries of American political 
discourse.
AMY GOODMAN: So what does this mean for Muslims 
around the country? Ilhan Omar says she herself has faced 
this spike in death threats against her. President Trump 
pinning the tweet of the video 
where he’s juxtaposed the 9/11 attacks with Ilhan Omar? 
We know about the attacks on the Tree of Life 
synagogue, the 11 Jewish worshipers that were killed, 
with the killer citing the same words that President Trump 
used—”invaders,” “invasion.” President 
Trump’s words and what he tweets has meaning.
MOUSTAFA BAYOUMI: Absolutely. In fact, there was 
a study that was performed last year—that was published 
last year, that said that there’s a direct correlation with 
Donald Trump’s anti-Muslim tweets 
and the rise in anti-Muslim hate crimes. So, Twitter and 
hate crimes, unfortunately, are connected. And they’re not 
only connected in the United States, they’re connected in-
ternationally, as well. That’s what the study found. And, in 
fact, not only is what Donald Trump tweeted completely 
disturbing, but it’s also coming within weeks of 50 people 
being killed in New Zealand in two different mosques by 
a man who also felt himself connected to President Trump 
and his ideology.
AMY GOODMAN: And let’s not forget what the New 
Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern responded to 
President Trump when he asked what can he do, when 
he called the prime minister, and she said, “Respect the 
Muslim community,” as she then put on hijab herself to 
comfort the families of those killed. We want to thank you, 
Moustafa Bayoumi, for being here, author of This Muslim 
American Life: Dispatches from the War on Terror, pro-
fessor at Brooklyn College. We’ll link to your piece in The 
Guardian.
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Origins of May Day
Continued from P. 6
       At this time, socialism was a new and attractive idea to working people, many 
of whom were drawn to its ideology of working class control over the pro-
duction and distribution of all goods and services. Workers had seen first-hand 
that Capitalism benefited only their bosses, trading workers’ lives for profit. 
Thousands of men, women and children were dying needlessly every year in the 
workplace, with life expectancy as low as their early twenties in some indus-
tries, and little hope but death of rising out of their destitution. Socialism offered 
another option.
A variety of socialist organizations sprung up throughout the later half of the 
19th century, ranging from political parties to choir groups. In fact, many so-
cialists were elected into governmental office by their constituency. But again, 
many of these socialists were ham-strung by the political process which was 
so evidently controlled by big business and the bi-partisan political machine. 
Tens of thousands of socialists broke ranks from their parties, rebuffed the en-
tire political process, which was seen as nothing more than protection for the 
wealthy, and created anarchist groups throughout the country. Literally thou-
sands of working people embraced the ideals of anarchism, which sought to put 
an end to all hierarchical structures (including government), emphasized worker 
controlled industry, and valued direct action over the bureaucratic political pro-
cess. It is inaccurate to say that labor unions were “taken over” by anarchists and 
socialists, but rather anarchists and socialist made up the labor unions.
At its national convention in Chicago, held in 1884, the Federation of Organized 
Trades and Labor Unions (which later became the American Federation of La-
bor), proclaimed that “eight hours shall constitute a legal day’s labor from and 
after May 1, 1886.” The following year, the FOTLU, backed by many Knights 
of Labor locals, reiterated their proclamation stating that it would be supported 
by strikes and demonstrations. At first, most radicals and anarchists regarded 
this demand as too reformist, failing to strike “at the root of the evil.” A year 
before the Haymarket Massacre, Samuel Fielden pointed out in the anarchist 
newspaper, The Alarm, that “whether a man works eight hours a day or ten 
hours a day, he is still a slave.”
     Despite the misgivings of many of the anarchists, an estimated quarter million 
workers in the Chicago area became directly involved in the crusade to imple-
ment the eight hour work day, including the Trades and Labor Assembly, the 
Socialistic Labor Party and local Knights of Labor. As more and more of the 
workforce mobilized against the employers, these radicals conceded to fight 
for the 8-hour day, realizing that “the tide of opinion and determination of most 
wage-workers was set in this direction.” With the involvement of the anarchists, 
there seemed to be an infusion of greater issues than the 8-hour day. There grew 
a sense of a greater social revolution beyond the more immediate gains of short-
ened hours, but a drastic change in the economic structure of capitalism.
In a proclamation printed just before May 1, 1886, one publisher appealed to 
working people with this plea:
 Workingmen to Arms!
 War to the Palace, Peace to the Cottage, and Death to LUXURIOUS 
IDLENESS.
 The wage system is the only cause of the World’s misery. It is support-
ed by the rich classes, and to destroy it, they must be either made to work or 
DIE.
 One pound of DYNAMITE is better than a bushel of BALLOTS!
 MAKE YOUR DEMAND FOR EIGHT HOURS with weapons in 
your hands to meet the capitalistic bloodhounds, police, and militia in proper 
manner.
Not surprisingly the entire city was prepared for mass bloodshed, reminiscent 
of the railroad strike a decade earlier when police and soldiers gunned down 
hundreds of striking workers. On May 1, 1886, more than 300,000 workers in 
13,000 businesses across the United States walked off their jobs in the first May 
Day celebration in history. In Chicago, the epicenter for the 8-hour day agita-
tors, 40,000 went out on strike with the anarchists in the forefront of the public’s 
eye. With their fiery speeches and revolutionary ideology of direct action, an-
archists and anarchism became respected and embraced by the working people 
and despised by the capitalists.
The names of many - Albert Parsons, Johann Most, August Spies and Louis 
Lingg - became household words in Chicago and throughout the country. Pa-
rades, bands and tens of thousands of demonstrators in the streets exemplified 
the workers’ strength and unity, yet didn’t become violent as the newspapers and 
authorities predicted.
More and more workers continued to walk off their jobs until the numbers 
swelled to nearly 100,000, yet peace prevailed. It was not until two days later, 
May 3, 1886, that violence broke out at the McCormick Reaper Works between 
police and strikers.
For six months, armed Pinkerton agents and the police harassed and beat locked-
out steelworkers as they picketed. Most of these workers belonged to the “anar-
chist-dominated” Metal Workers’ Union...         
During a speech near the McCormick plant, some two hundred demonstrators 
joined the steelworkers on the picket line. Beatings with police clubs escalated 
into rock throwing by the strikers which the police responded to with gunfire. At 
least two strikers were killed and an unknown number were wounded.
Full of rage, a public meeting was called by some of the anarchists for the fol-
lowing day in Haymarket Square to discuss the police brutality. Due to bad 
weather and short notice, only about 3000 of the tens of thousands of people 
showed up from the day before. This affair included families with children and 
the mayor of Chicago himself. Later, the mayor would testify that the crowd re-
mained calm and orderly and that speaker August Spies made “no suggestion... 
for immediate use of force or violence toward any person...” Continues online


