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                  STOP THE WARS!                          PEACE, JUSTICE AND EQUALITY FOR ALL!

More Information About 
These and Other Events in 
Calendar, beginning p. 3:

Feb 2 Anti-capitalist
Feminist Coalition

Feb 7 Court Support for 
Melina Abdullah

Feb 7-18 Pan African 
Film & Art Festival

Feb 9 Benefit Brunch for 
Turning The Tide

Feb 10 Narrative of  the 
Southwest

Feb 17 Black History 
Fest @ Leimert Park

Feb 27 New Cold War 
with Russia?

MAKING BLACK HISTORY
Stop Criminalizing Black Protest!

     More than 200 folks stood up in court in January against eight charges filed by City Attorney Mike Feuer 
against Dr. Melina Abdullah of Black Lives Matter LA for speaking out against police murders of Black and 
Brown people in L.A. Background on the case can be found in this article: https://thelandmag.com/the-people-
v-melina-abdullah/ Every person who has been arrested and taken to court for speaking out at the LA Police 
Commission has been Black. There have also been arrests at the weekly vigils outside DA Jackie Lacey’s office, 
demanding she prosecute killer cops. Helen Jones, the mother of John Horton, killed inside LA County jail, who 
speaks regularly at the vigil, also addressed the crowd at the LA Women’s March in January.

     The case against Abdullah is an attempt to criminalize Black 
protest. BLM-LA is urging everyone to stand up and fight back.

HERE ARE SOME THINGS YOU CAN DO RIGHT NOW:
1. Call the City Attorney’s office at 213-978-8100 and tell them to 
“Drop the charges against Melina Abdullah,” and call daily. (Takes 
30 seconds.)
2. Sign and share the petition to drop the charges at bit.ly/freemelina
3. You can also tweet @Mike_Feuer and @CityAttorneyLA to 
demand the charges be dropped.
4. Mark your calendar for Thurs., Feb. 7, 9:30 am at 210 W. Temple, 
Dept 43 on the 3rd floor of Criminal Courts Building, and plan 
to attend the pretrial hearing on the motion to dismiss based on 
malicious and discriminatory prosecution.
      Dr. Melina Abdullah says: “I don’t think it’s accidental that I am 
forced to think about the criminalization of Black protest on Martin 
Luther King Day. I am facing 8 counts related to my activism...
for speaking out on behalf of those whose bodies have been stolen 

by police. I know it to be my sacred duty 
to fight back against oppression, to vision, 
and to work towards freedom. I know it to 
be the way that I honor Dr. King (who was 
arrested 40 times), Mama Harriet Tubman, 
Ella Baker and all of the courageous 
freedom fighters who walked before us. 
I also know it to be the way that I honor 
my mother, my grandmother, and those in 
my own bloodline. It is how I struggle for 
my children and my community. It is what 
gives me purpose.”

STOP RACIST POLICE MURDERS 
WITH IMPUNITY!

     The underlying issue is the racist police 
murders with impunity of Black and 
Brown people here in LA County. BLMLA 
and their allies in White People for Black 
Lives  have documented over 450 people 
who have been killed by law enforcement 
or died in custody in LAPD or LA Sheriff’s 
Department’s jails since Jackie Lacey 
became District Attorney. After over a year 
of protests, including one at her home, 
Lacey finally pressed charges against 
one cop. In response to one particularly 
egregious recent incident, the shooting 
and killing of Albert Ramon Dorsey while 
he was naked in a locker room at the 24-
Hour Fitness in Hollywood, BLM-LA is 
calling for a boycott of the fitness chain. 
This is the second killing by police after 
24-Hour Fitness called the cops over a 
customer dispute; police killed a man last 
year outside the gym on Slauson near La 
Cienega in south LA after the management 
called them. They see the boycott as rooted 
in the history of the Black freedom struggle, 
such as the Montgomery Bus Boycott, and 
a step towards the future society “free of 
patriarchal hetero-normative racialized 
capitalism” they want to create.
     BLM-LA held a “Black Xmas” protest 
in Hollywood late last year, marching from 
CNN, past the 24-Hour Fitness and to an 
occupation at a nearby Walgreen’s, where 
an armed security guard shot in the back 
and killed Jonathan Hart, 21, a Black gay 
man he suspected of shop-lifting. Greg 
Akili of Black Lives Matter says, “There is 
nothing on sale at Walgreen’s worth taking 
a human life.” 

See: “Black History,” p. 7

Repudiate the Attempted Coup in Venezuela 
by the US and its Accomplices

Statement of the Communication Forum for the Integration of Our 
America (FCINA)
     In defense of Peace and the sovereignty of Latin America and the 
Caribbean, we repudiate the attempted coup of the United States and 
accomplices in Venezuela.
     The communication networks and social coordinations grouped in the 
Communication Forum for the Integration of Our America express our absolute 
rejection of the outrageous coup plot against the legitimate government of President 

Nicolás Maduro in the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela.
     We condemn the undemocratic 
attitude of the government of the United 
States and of its vassal governments in 
the region. We denounce the absurd but 
dangerous parody of trying to promote 
a phantom opposition president, 
violating Venezuela’s sovereignty and 
putting peace in the entire region at 
great risk.
     Once again, as has been its recurrent 
practice throughout history, the United 
States promotes a coup d’etat, counting 
on the diplomatic battering ram of the 
OAS, barely a tentacle of its foreign 
policy.
     Once again, the monopolistic 
media of the private cartel assume the 
voices of the interests of the sectors 
of power and rights, to try to convince 
the population that there has been a 
change of government in Venezuela. 
Once again, lies cover reality with false 
headlines, trying to carpet the path of a 
coup d’état.

     The objective of the false democrats 
is to disintegrate our solidarity relations, 
our sense of sovereignty and social justice, 
to appropriate our common wealth and 
submit to their unjustified thirst for power. 
To do this, they sow hatred, division and 
violence.
     As an articulation of popular and 
democratic communicators, community 
and indigenous media, social organizations 
and peasants in Latin America, we make 
a strong call to the populations not to 
validate this coup maneuver.
     The only way for a better future is the path 
of peace, sovereignty, self-determination 
and the integration of our peoples. 1/23/19
Communication Forum for the Integration 
of Our America http://www.integracion-
lac.info/es 
www.facebook.com/comunicacion.para.
la.integracion/
     The Forum is an initiative of networks 
and means of communication and social 
coordination, committed to the integration 
of the peoples of Latin America and the 
Caribbean.

Rally to support Maduro and Bolivarian Revolution in Venezuela

BLM-led demo at D.A. HQ; Melina Abdullah on rightVENEZUELA AND 
PRESIDENTIAL  
LEGITIMACY 

by Mumia Abu-Jamal [1/24/19 
© 2019 Mumia Abu-Jamal]
     Now the US President (Donald 
Trump) has decided that he will 
determine who is, and who isn’t, the 
legitimate leader of a foreign country. 
     He has said that Nicolas Maduro 
of Venezuela, was illegitimate, and 
he supported Maduro’s opponent for 
national leadership of the country. 
     What if Maduro declared that Trump, 
who received some 3 million less votes 
than his opponent, Hillary Clinton, was 
illegitimate?  Who would listen? 
     For, in truth, Trump sits in the White 
House only because of the slavery-era 
artifact known as the Electoral College-
-an institution designed to deny 
democracy to millions of Africans, and 
to assure Southern hegemony. 

     Isn’t the so-called Electoral College 
fundamentally illegitimate? 
     The Electoral College should be 
immediately abolished. 
     [As reported] in a Sept. 9, 2018 
edition of the New York Times, Trump 
officials touched base with Venezuelan 
military officials to support a coup 
against Pres. Maduro. 
     For much of the 19th and 20th 
centuries, the US decided who should 
rule in Latin America, based upon such 
nonsense as the Monroe Doctrine, a 
pretext for American imperialism. 
     Lest we miss the play, Monroe is 
back. 
     What a shame! 
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IN MEMORY OF

Co-founder & Editor John Johnson,  
b. July 4, 1944 - d. April 13, 2014 

Editorial Staff: Adolf Alzuphar, Terrie Brady, Donna Buell, 
Uncle Don B. Fanning, Greg Foisie, Sheila Goldner, Jeff 

Hirsch, Ray Jones, Rob Macon, Michael Novick,  Dean Ruby, 
David Troy & others.

Deadline for articles and ads is the 15th, 
deadline for calendar items is the 20th 

of the month before publication. 

Material in Change-Links is licensed under Creative 
Commons, unless copyright by the author, and may be 

used with permission and attribution to Change-Links or the 
original author or source.

Change-Links is a non-profit under the fiscal sponsorship 
of the Alliance for Global Justice (AFGJ). Donations of $250 

and above are tax deductible. Just send a check to 
our  P.O. Box made out to: 

AFGJ/Change-Links. 

This is an independent collective activity. We welcome your 
involvement to keep the paper and website alive. Views 

expressed in Change-Links are those of the authors, and 
not necessarily those of Change-Links, its volunteers, or 

sponsors. Letters of comment are welcome! 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
If you can help sell ads, collect items for the 
monthly calendar, do print layout, handle a 
wordpress website, or do copy editing and 
proof-reading -- Change Links needs you! 
Please email changelinks2@gmail.com to 

volunteer and learn more. We hope you will step 
up if you value the paper! 

On the 3rd Wed. each month we have 
a teleconference call to plan the next 

issue. Email us at changelinks2@gmail.
com for details. The last week of each 
month, we gather at the Peace Center 

one evening at 7:30 PM for a mailing and 
bundle-distribution party and a discussion 
about the following month’s issue. To get 
involved, call or email as below to make 

sure of the date & time.

We have poetry  in each issue; send submissions to:
changelinks2@gmail.com. Please include a bio & photo.

Submit articles, preferably in .doc format, to: 
changelinks2@gmail.com.

Calendar items to same address, (Change-Links calendar 
item in subject line); include title of event, day, date, time, 

location, fee if any, a short description, contact information 
for sponsors, and a small jpg graphic if you have one. 

Please spell out all words and capitalize street names, etc. 

A $5 donation for calendar listings 
is appreciated.

Payable to AFGJ/Change Links at the address 
below:

Change Links 
P. O. Box 34236 

Los Angeles, CA 90034-0236    
Phone: (951) 638-9259

E-mail: changelinks2@gmail.com 
Web Site: http://www.change-links.org

Change-Links Monthly Poetry Corner

Bill Eisen, Presente!
by Julieanna Thnmpson
     Just before Christmas we lost one of our quietly-active yet most effective activists, Bill Eisen.  He suddenly 
expired from what is deemed “natural causes” in his mid-70’s.  Although he’d had health issues, none were 
necessarily considered life-threatening.  He was a good man who would do anything for someone in distress.  
He was sensitive to the causes we all stand for, frequenting events--meetings, rallies, Peace Center debates, 
often taking pictures which he shared on Facebook or directly with us.  His main Facebook page was and is 
still running strong, “Los Angeles Westside for Bernie Sanders”.  He administered the site with some pride, as 
numerous people contributed to it and Bill’s posts fostered healthy political discourse, encouraging more and 
more people to share salient info with one another.
     I met Bill in 2012 when he and I were supporting third-party candidate for President, Rocky Anderson (former 
Mayor of Salt Lake City and a strong environmentalist). Anderson supporters (and once Rocky himself) “hung 
out” at the Unurban Café in Santa Monica.  Bill especially enjoyed the Unurban Café.

     Bill Eisen was running for KPFK Local Station Board when he 
passed. He was a dedicated KPFK listener. You may read his ideas 
at these links: http://gcrc-socal.org/content/menu/2018_election/
candidates/2018_slate.htm. His candidate statement (that was 
removed from the pacifica site) appears here: http://gcrc-socal.org/
content/menu/2018_election/candidates/listener/bill_eisen.htm. An ad 
with his slate was published in “Change Links” and in “Turning The 
Tide” and is reproduced on the Grassroots home page. Bill took most 
of the candidate photos.

     Bill was born in LA and grew up here--part of the time in West LA’s Cheviot Hills then in Manhattan Beach.  
He and his two brothers as kids joined their mother for a “new experience” in Switzerland where, for two years, 
the kids received a European education and a new environment imbued with the French language.  Bill often 
spoke of this enjoyable experience in Europe.  In later years he also visited Sweden, which seemed to “impress” 
him in various ways--such as his political leanings being somewhat similar as that found in Sweden - and his 
being reminded of his partly-Swedish roots. 
     Bill attended Mira Costa HS in Manhattan Beach, then earned an accounting degree from Cal State University - and 
continued with Master’s work at CSU Long Beach.  He practiced as a CPA in firms or on his own, in San Francisco, San 
Diego, and Los Angeles. On his own he studied law voraciously and tended to help people with legal issues.  He was 
uniquely sharp, albeit a little withdrawn from the hoopla aspect of activism.
     As a retired CPA and part-time manager of properties, Bill found time for the “larger picture”.  He was very active with 
the LA chapter of  “Healthcare for All, California”.  After serving on the Manhattan Beach School Board (about 10 years 
ago), he thrust himself into state, national and foreign-policy issues.  He loved what Bernie Sanders was offering;  “it gives 
us hope,” he once said. Bill’s legacy will live on with that spirit of support for leaders who “give us hope.”  Let us forge 
ahead, remembering Bill and others who have left this planet--and left this planet a better place! 

by Matt Sedillo
Los Angeles, city of pigs, kingdom of cages
Database, the Fuhrman tapes, the Ayres report
Darryl Gates, Tom Bradley, Lee Baca, Willie Parker 
The red lines, red squads, Ramparts, Rodney King 
The thin blue line on an all-white jury 
Murderous metropolis that kills for appearances 
Chicano Moratorium, eighty-four Olympics  
CRASH, the battering ram 
Twin towers, Operation Hammer, Safe city 
La Loma, Bishop, Palo Verde, Arcadia 
Los Angeles is a city designed to be divided 
Postcard paradise, gentleman’s apartheid
Service and protection, 41st and Central 
SWAT, Watts, Sleepy Lagoon 
Open shop, open season 
The killer of children take the shot 
They were sworn to protect
As we serve as their moving targets, their bleeding 
borders
Their open frontiers, the neighborhood threat 
As they shoot us as we run 
As they shoot us as we run 
As they shoot us as we run 
As they shoot us as we run 
As they shoot us as we run 
As they shoot us as we run 
As they shoot us as we run 
As they shoot us as we run 
As they shoot us as we run 
As they shoot us as we run 
As they shoot us as we run 
As they shoot us as we run 

Jesse Romero was fourteen years old 
When murdered by the LAPD 
Los Angeles, city of pigs, kingdom of cages

Matt Sedillo is an LA based poet, former national 
poetry slam champion and the first ever literary 
director of the dA Center for the Arts in Pomona 
California.  Along with Irene Monica Sanchez, he 
is curating a quarterly series, “Narratives of the 
Southwest” at Beyond Baroque in Venice, beginning 
Feb. 10 (see calendar listing) in association with 
the Pacifica Radio Archives’ Mark Torres. These 
productions will combine the work of poets, writers 
and academics into events where the audience will 
both be moved and learn something new.

Kingdom of Cages

     A Memorial in Bill’s honor of Bill will take place in Bellflower, CA on Saturday, February 
2nd, 2019, at 1:00 p.m. at Stonebridge Chapel, 17409 Woodruff Ave, Bellflower, CA  90706. 
Since the chapel is small, we request RSVP.’s - limit, 25 more than the approximate 10 
family members & friends already attending.  We heartily welcome you for honoring the 
life of Bill Eisen -  and for Progressive solidarity which he always loved.  Maureen Cruise 
will be attending and assisting.  Please RSVP me at: julieannayoga2@gmail.com  
     Bill is survived by his two brothers, Rick (New Mexico) and Robert (Colorado), and 
a niece, Jana Black (Huntington Beach, CA) and her family, as well as nephews Ricky, 
Bobby, Erik, Bobby Jr.,  and Brian - all out of state. Contributions in Bill’s memory are 
welcomed by one of his favorite organizations, Healthcare For All, California.  Please 
contact Maureen Cruise at maureen@healthcareforall-la.com or call  (310) 459-9763. She 
will give an update on Healthcare for All, too.
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Listings subject to change. Contact sponsor to verify date, time & venue. See www.change-links.org for full late listings, recurring events, & resources. 

Peace vigils: http://change-links.org/
ongoing-peace-vigils-and-community-
programs/
 
Other Calendars: http://
ocprogressiveevents.info/, http://
la.indymedia.org/calendar/, 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/
ieprogressivealliance/events/, http://
www.activistsandiego.org/event, 
https://vcpjn.org/calendar/ https://
echoparkfilmcenter.org

On - Going & Continuing Events

Thru Mar 5 - Voting for KPFK Local 
Station Board listener delegates. See 
elections.pacifica.org

Weekends, Crenshaw Farmers 
Market offers farm fresh produce 
and artisan goods, featuring locally 
grown favorites. Ties into the mall’s 
health initiative promoting wellness 
in the Crenshaw community. The B 
Fit program includes weekly Zumba, 
cardio kick and yoga classes, blood 
pressure screens and annual health 
& wellness fairs. Contact Sustainable 
Economic Enterprises for more info: 
www.seela.org

Sundays, RAC-LA Food Program 
(El Programa Comida) Revolutionary 
Autonomous Communities, 1-5p, SE 
corner of Wilshire Bl & Parkview St, LA 
90057, free produce distribution. https://
www.facebook.com/raclosangeles/
 
Sundays, Serve the People LA, 
4-6p, Mariachi Plaza, 1817 E 1st St, 
LA 90033. STPLA free food & clothing 
distributions (along with books, shoes, 
etc). We also engage the community on 
happenings around the neighborhood 
and city, learn about grievances and 
provide legal services with help from 
the LA Ctr for Community Law & Action. 
https://servethepeoplela.wordpress.com/

Tuesdays, Join Black Lives Matter, 
Stop LAPD Spying and allies at 
LA Police Commission meeting 
at LAPD HQ, 9:30a, 100 W. 1st St 
to speak out against racist police 
murders with impunity. See agenda, 
schedule here: http://www.lapdonline.
org/police_commission

Tuesday evenings, Stop LAPD Spying 
Coalition meets weekly at LA CAN, 
838 E. 6th St. LA, CA 90021. http://
stoplapdspying.org - see website for 
meeting topics. https://www.facebook.
com/stoplapdspying
 
Wednesdays, 4-6p, Black Lives 
Matter-led vigil outside DA Jackie 
Lacey’s office with families who 
have lost loved ones to police & 
sheriff’s deputies. DA Lacey has 
indicted only a single law enforcer for 

over 445 murders by local police & 
deputies. 211 W. Temple, DTLA.
 
Wednesdays, 6-7:30p, LA CAN Legal 
Clinic, LA CAN, 838 E. 6th St. LA, 
CA 90021. Free Legal Clinic for Low-
Income Residents. Must sign-in before 
6:15p. For more info, call 213.228.0024

Every 3rd Thursday of the month, 
Whittier Peace Film Night, 7p, St. 
Matthias Episcopal Church (Chase 
Room), 7056 Washington Ave., 
Whittier 90602.

Fridays, Interfaith Communities 
United for Justice & Peace breakfast 
forum, 7-9a, Immanuel Presbyterian, 
3300 Wilshire Blvd., LA 90010. 
For donation, bring packaged non-
perishable food for the church food 
pantry. Guest speakers, reflections, 
coffee and bagels to start your morning! 
www.icujp.org.

Fridays, 5-6p, a lively Vigil for 
Peace & Justice, sponsored by KPFK 
90.7FM-LSB Outreach Committee 
& friends. Join us for a fun time 
outreaching & making noise at Sunset 
Blvd & Echo Park Ave. Bring your 
signs...

Every 1st and 3rd Friday, LA 
Poverty Department Movie Nights 
at the Museum, 7p, Skid Row 
History Museum and Archive, 250 S. 
Broadway, LA 90012. movienights@
lapovertydept.org. Free screenings, 
popcorn, coffee & conversation about 
issues that are important to Skid Row 
and downtown community. Made 
possible with generous support of The 
Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual 
Arts.

1st Friday of the month, LA FOR 
YOUTH, 4-6p, 1726 N. Spring St, LA 
90013. action@youth4justice.org

Every 2nd Saturday of month: 
Welcome Home LA, resources for 
those returning from jail, prison and 
juvenile detention, Chuco’s Justice 
Center of Youth Justice Coalition. 
Location may be changing, contact 
YJC, PO Box 73688, LA 90003, (323) 
235-4243 | fax (323) 846-9472 | or 
action@youth4justice.org. http://www.
youth4justice.org/

Every 1st and 3rd Saturday (Feb 
2 & 16): End Homelessness Now-
LA,  2-4pm, a grassroots campaign to 
pressure L.A. City and County public 

officials to use their vacant properties 
for large-scale, permanent, supportive 
public housing to end the homelessness 
catastrophe. Solidarity Hall, 2122 W. 
Jefferson Blvd., L.A. 90018, just west 
of Arlington Ave. Free street parking. 
endhomelessnessnowla@gmail.com, 
323-723-6416, https://www.facebook.
com/endhomelessnessnowla/

Every 2nd & 
4th Saturday, 
SOLA Food Co-
Op at Baldwin 
Hills Crenshaw 
F a r m e r s 
Market.  This 
Co-op is unique, 
because it’s 
planning to open 
the first-ever 
Organic Grocery 
in Leimert Park Community. You can 
become a member. 
www.solafoodcoop.com/

Thru Feb 3 - BLACK TOP SKY, 
a play exploring police brutality, 
homelessness & love within the black 
experience, Visual Artists Group, 5239 
Melrose Ave, LA 90038. 2rhythmsent@
gmail.com https://blacktopsky.
brownpapertickets.com

Pan African Film & Arts Festival, 
which presents an impressive slate 
of over 170 new Black films from the 
US and around the world and exhibits 
more than 100 fine artists and unique 
craftspeople, Feb 7-18, Cinemark Rave 
15 Theatres (3650 Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Blvd) and Baldwin Hills Crenshaw 
Plaza. (See Feb 7 for special opening 
night). As an official Oscar-qualifying 
festival, many of PAFF’s short and live-
action films will be up for consideration 
for an Academy Award. Filmmakers 
Brunch, ARTFest, PAFF Institute 
Panels, StudentFest, LOL Comedy 
Series, Children’s Fest, SpokenWord 
Fest, Seniors’ Connection and much 
more. Individual screening tickets and 
all festival passes can be purchased at 
paff.org/tickets. Group sales discounts 
are also available. Info call 310-337-
4737. http://www.paff.org/

Abilities Expo, Feb. 22-24. Expo for 
disabled people. LA Convention Center 
https://www.abilities.com/losangeles/

Thru Mar 9 - ACCIDENTAL DEATH OF 
AN ANARCHIST, Thu, Fri, Sat eves, 
Sun matinee, Actors Gang Theater, 
9070 Venice Blvd, Culver City 90232. 
(310) 838-4264. Written by Dario Fo, 
Directed by Will Thomas McFadden, 
Translated by Jon Laskin and Michael 
Aquilante. A madman invades a police 
station interrogation room where an 
anarchist accused of bombing a bank 
has recently “accidentally” fallen out 
of a window. World-renowned farce 

produced in honor of a true inspiration 
and mentor, the late Nobel Prize 
winning Italian playwright, Dario Fo. 
Pay-What-You-Can Thursdays.
http://theactorsgang.com/2019/01/
accidental-death-of-an-anarchist/

IF YOU APPRECIATE THIS 
CALENDAR, SUBSCRIBE!

Feb 1 - Fri

Housing Justice In #UnequalCities 
Conference - Part 2 of 2, hosted by 
Institute on Inequality and Democracy 
at UCLA Luskin and UCLA Luskin 
School of Public Affairs, 9a–6:30p, 
UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs, 
337 Charles E Young Dr E, LA 90095.

UCLA Institute of American 
Cultures Film Festival: Feb. 1, 
11:30a-10p, James West Alumni 
Center, 375 Westwood Plaza, UCLA. 
Celebrating 50 Years of Ethnic 
Stories on Screen by UCLA Alumni. 
The festival includes features, 
documentaries, and shorts presented 
by the UCLA American Indian Studies 
Center, the UCLA Asian American 
Studies Center, the UCLA Ralph J. 
Bunche Center for African American 
Studies, and the UCLA Chicano 
Studies Research Center. All films 
written, directed, produced or acted in 
by UCLA alums, and will be followed 
by Q&A. https://chicano.ucla.edu/events/
ucla-institute-american-cultures-film-
festival

Topanga Peace Alliance First Friday 
Film Night, 7:30 pm, with potluck 
snacks at 7:15, Topanga County 
Library, Meeting Room, 2nd floor, 
122 N. Topanga Canyon Blvd, 90290. 
Discussion after film.

2 - Sat

Memorial Honoring the life of Bill 
Eisen, 1p, Stonebridge Chapel, 17409 
Woodruff Ave, Bellflower  90706. 
Since the chapel is small, we request 
RSVP’s. The limit will be 25 more than 
the approximate 10 family members 
& friends already attending. We 
heartily welcome you for honoring the 
life of Bill Eisen and for Progressive 
solidarity, which he always loved. 
RSVP: JulieannaYoga2@gmail.com.

Metro seeks public input for the 
Sepulveda Transit Corridor project. 
10a, Marvin Braude Constituent 
Service Center, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, 
Van Nuys.  Metro doing a study to 
evaluate high capacity transit on 405 
between San Fernando Valley and 
Westside. www.metro.net

Alliance of White Anti-Racists 
Everywhere (AWARE) LA monthly 
west side drop-in dialogue, Santa 
Monica, 1-4p, contact awarela@gmail.
com for more info. 
https://www.awarela.org/

Anti-Capitalist Feminist Coalition 
First Meeting, 2–5p, So Cal Library, 
6120 S Vermont Ave, LA 90044. We 
are a coalition made up of LA-based 
individuals and organizations who are 
resisting and offering alternatives to 



Southern California Community Calendar continued...

the oppressive and violent systems 
of capitalism, white supremacy, 
patriarchy, settler colonialism, cis/
hetero-normativity, ableism, and 
others. Our goal is to imbue all radical 
movements with intersectional feminist 
values and bridge our collective 
struggles. In line with socialist feminist 
struggles around the world, we want 
to undertake community based 
mutual aid projects and autonomous 
initiatives, for reproductive rights, 
an end to gendered violence, and 
solidarity with all workers to empower 
ourselves.

John Okada: The Life and 
Rediscovered Work of the Author of 
No-No Boy, 2-4p, Japanese American 
National Museum, 100 N. Central 
Ave, LA 90012, 213.625.0414, www.
janm.org, free. Okada’s only published 
work, No-No Boy, is about a Japanese 
American who refuses to fight for the 
country that incarcerated him and his 
people in World War II. When released in 
1957, the novel languished in obscurity 
until it was rediscovered and reissued 
in 1976 to become a celebrated classic 
of American literature. Frank Abe, a 
journalist and producer of the PBS 
documentary Conscience and the 
Constitution, and Greg Robinson, prof 
of history at Université du Québec a 
Montréal, edited John Okada (with 
Floyd Cheung) and will discuss the 
first full-length examination of Okada’s 
development as a writer. Moderating 
the discussion will be Brian Niiya, 
Content Director of Densho.org, whose 
mission is to preserve the testimonies 
of Japanese Americans who were 
unjustly incarcerated during World War 
II. Book signing to follow. John Okada 
is available at the JANM Store. RSVP: 
https://9644p.blackbaudhosting.com/9644p/
tickets

Grassroots Community Radio 
Coalition outreach meeting, 6pm, 
location TBA. Email info@gcrc-socal.
org or call 310-460-
8586 for more info 
about getting involved 
in the struggle to fight 
gentrification of the 
airwaves at KPFK and 
Pacifica radio, and 
preserve free speech, 
amplifying community 
voices of solidarity and resistance to 
racism, sexism, exploitation and war. 
See www.gcrc-socal.org for more info 
on our KPFK Local Station Board 
candidates.

Ebony Repertory Theatre presents: 
Boesman & Lena, 8p, Nate Holden 
Performing Arts Center, 4718 W. 
Washington Blvd, LA 90016. Film with 
Danny Glover, Angela Bassett. 
http://www.itsmyseat.com/ERT/

3 - Sun

NOlympics Coalition Meeting, 
2-4p, (SEIU bldg) 1545 Wilshire Blvd, 
corner Union, LA 90017. The main 
hour will be devoted to our HOMES 
NOT HOTELS campaign. www.
NOlympicsLA.com

SGV Progressive Alliance Monthly 
Potluck Meeting, 6:30–8:30p, 
500 Alameda St, Altadena, CA 
91001.  Potluck meeting for 
progressives that live in the San 
Gabriel Valley. Share this with others 
you know who would like to stay 
informed and/or get involved.  Bring 
a dish, drink or dessert to share. 

https://www.facebook.com/
events/1192305824252896/

4 - Mon  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Rosa_Parks_Day

Call to Action: Support Honduran 
Refugees, hosted by May Day 
Trans Queer Contingent, 6–8p, 
Central American Resource Center 
(CARECEN-LA), 2845 W 7th St, 
LA 90005. Coalition meeting every 
Monday evening (also Feb 11, 
18, 25). Respond to Turmp’s zero 
tolerance policies on Refugees 
and Asylum and prepare to receive 
refugees from Honduras and 
other immigrants from Central 
America. https://www.facebook.com/
events/2251087431827395/

5 - Tue

McLuhan-Finnegans Wake 
Reading Club, 6p, MDR Library, 
4533 Admiralty Way, Marina Del Rey 
90292, free. http://laughtears. com/
McLuhanWake.html

Speaking Truth to Power: From 
Thomas to Kavanaugh, 7:30p, UCLA 
Hammer Museum, 10899 Wilshire 
Blvd, LA 90024, 310-443-7000, info@
hammer.ucla.edu. Anita Hill famously 
spoke truth to power, as a black 
women recounting before a Senate 
committee of white men the repeated 
sexual harassment she endured 
while working with US Supreme Court 
nominee Clarence Thomas. screening 
of the documentary Anita (2013, dir. 
Freida Lee Mock, 77 min.) followed 
by conversation with UCLA law prof 
Kimberlé Crenshaw, who assisted 
Hill’s legal team, and writer Rebecca 
Traister, author of Good and Mad: 
The Revolutionary Power of Women’s 
Anger. https://hammer.ucla.edu/programs-
events/2019/02/speaking-truth-to-power-
from-thomas-to-kavanaugh/

Eric Garcetti: Conversation on 
Sustainable Development, 
Diplomacy, and a Plenary Panel 
on cities.  10a, Choi Auditorium, 
Occidental College. McKinnon Center 
for Global Affairs, John Parke Young-
Initiative on the Global Political 
Economy. https://www.oxy.edu/events/
eric-garcetti-mayor-los-angeles

Torrance City Council, 7:30p, City 
Hall, 3031 Torrance Blvd., Torrance 
90503. Join Black Lives Matter LA 
and allies to challenge racist murders 
with impunity by the Torrance PD, 
calling for putting the latest killing of 
Christopher Mitchell on their regular 
agenda.

6 - Wed

Save Porter Ranch: Monthly 
Meeting, 7–9p, 9666 Lemona Ave, 
North Hills 91343. First Wed every 
month, also Mar 6. Get involved 
with our campaigns to shut down 
Aliso Canyon, get a health study, Dr. 
Nordella’s study, and more. Bring a 
dish to share. https://www.facebook.
com/events/473901063114380/

LA Tenants Union-Sindicato de 
Iniquilinos, Sección Oeste-Westside 
Local, 6:30–8:30p, Oakwood 
Recreation Center, 767 California Ave, 
Venice 90291. Every 1st & 3rd Wed, 
also Feb 20. https://www.facebook.
com/events/280479729493931/

7 - Thu

Court Support for Dr. Melina 
Abdullah - Stop Criminalizing Black 
Protest, 9:30a, Clara Foltz Criminal 
Courts, 210 W. Temple, Div. 43, 3rd 
fl. Call City Atty. Mike Feuer, 213-
978-8100, daily - demand he drop the 
charges!

Pan African Film & Arts Festival 
opening night: Aretha Franklin 
in AMAZING GRACE, directed By: 
Sydney Pollack, 6p Red Carpet, 
7:30p screening, Directors Guild of 
America Theater Complex, 7920 
Sunset Blvd., LA 90047. In 1972, 
Aretha Franklin, the Queen of Soul, 
brought producer Jerry Wexler, 
her backup singers, Rev. James 
Cleveland, and the Atlantic Records 
rhythm section to New Temple 
Missionary Baptist Church in Watts, 
to record a live gospel music double-
album. “Amazing Grace” went on to 

become the top-selling gospel record 
of all time, Aretha’s most successful 
album, and one of her most beloved. 
Film unseen until now! With Aretha 
Franklin, Rev. James Cleveland, Rev. 
C.L. Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, 
Bernard Purdie, Chuck Rainey, Clara 
Ward, Mother Ward, Sydney Pollack, 
Charlie Watts and Mick Jagger. 
Preview: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=BA6lBW3R__M. 
http://www.paff.org/

8 - Fri

Play: “Voice from the Village’” 
written and directed by Melvin Ishmael 
Johnson, 8p, New American Theater, 
1312 N. Wilton Pl., Hollywood 90028. 
Based upon the life of award winning 
playwright, poet and actor Lynn 
Manning from the time he was shot 
and blinded at 23 - to becoming a 
poet, playwright and actor; touching 
on the founding of the “Watts Village 
Theater Company” with community 
activist Quintin Drew. $25, ($20 
veterans, seniors, students). 213-908-
5032. (Also Sat 9 at 8p, Sun 10, 3p.)

9 - Sat

Benefit Birthday Brunch for Turning 
The Tide, 12n-3p, Peace Center, 
3916 S. Sepulveda Bl, Culver City 
90230. Fighting Fascism for Fifty-
Five Years - help TTT editor Michael 
Novick celebrate his 72nd birthday 
and an adult life spent in struggles 
against racism and fascism and 
for decolonization and liberation. 

Bagels and nosh provided, bring 
instruments. Donation. www.facebook.
com/events/2043059472660073/ 
antiracistaction_la@yahoo.com

Think Globally, Run Locally For 
LA Neighborhood Council, 11a-
3p, Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice 
Bl, Venice 90291. Hosted by Green 
Party. Learn about Neighborhood 
Councils - how to run & what it’s 
like to serve. Staff from the LA Dept 
of Neighborhood Empowerment 
will be on hand, as well as Greens 
who have served on Neighborhood 
Councils. https://www.facebook.com/
events/2320139674886203 https://
losangeles.cagreens.org/elections/
workshop-neighborhood-council-2019

MESS interview TBA, 2p, (RSVP for 
Venice location 310 306 7330) free.

Film fundraiser: Besouro, 6p, 
Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Cinemark 
theater, 4030 Marlton, LA 90008, 
$40 to benefit Black Lives Matter LA, 
brownpapertickets.com. A Brazilian 
film linking action, fantasy and 
capoeira to tell of the resistance and 
oppression of Black farm workers 
in Brazil long after the abolition 
of slavery + panel discussion and 
reception to follow.

Ebony Rep Theater presents “That 
Time of Month”, 8p, Nate Holden 
Performing Arts Center, 4718 W. 
Washington Blvd, LA 90016. Comedy 
with Ajai Sanders, Jackie Fabulous, 
Kente Scott; musical performance 
Victor Orlando. http://www.itsmyseat.
com/ERT/

10 - Sun

White People 4 Black Lives General 
Meeting, 11a–2p, RSVP for location, 
whitepeople4blacklives@gmail.com or 
sign up for our listhost on 
www.awarela.org

Labor Union TV Celebration of 3.5 
million hits, 3-5p, 3916 S. Sepulveda, 
Culver City, CA 90230. We focus on 
unions in Labor for Our Revolution 
like Nurses NNU & CNA, Phone and 
airline workers CWA, longshore and 
warehouse ILWU, Electricians UE, 
Postal Clerks APWU, Bus Drivers 
ATU, and Subway & Airline workers at 
TWU, as well as progressive unions 
like the IBT, AFT, SEIU, UFCW, UAW, 



IBEW, AFSCME, USW, IAM, IRON, & 
LIUNA. All Welcome. 
LaborTV2020@gmail.com

Narratives of the Southwest: a 
Quarterly Series presents: Mexican 
Schools, 4-6p, Beyond Baroque, 
681 Venice Blvd, Venice 90291. 
Featuring poets/educators: Matt 
Sedillo, Irene Sanchez, Angelina 
Saenz, and Fernando Salinas, with 
narration by Sean Arce. The stories 
highlighted include the Lemon Grove 
Incident, Mendez Vs. Westminister, 
the Chicano Student Walkouts in 
1968, and the more recent struggle for 
Mexican American Studies in Arizona. 
These overlooked battles have been 
critical in the struggle for education in 
this country as a whole. Presenters 
combine history with personal 
reflections on their experiences as 
students, parents, and educators. New 

poems from Sedillo, Sanchez, Saenz, 
and Salinas, poetry from their students, 
a short story by Patrick Fontes, and 
narration from Sean Arce. Narratives 
of the Southwest combines history, 
politics and poetry about events past 
and present that continue to shape 
this region; co-directed and co-
produced by Irene Sanchez and Matt 
Sedillo. Collaboration includes Beyond 
Baroque-Richard Modiano and Mark 
Torres of Pacifica Radio Archives for 
research support. Info: Irene Sanchez, 
Ph.D, 951-377-3319, Irene.monica.
sanchez@gmail.com

11 - Mon

Intro to Non-Violent 
Communication, 7p, Women’s 
Center for Creative Work, 2425 
Glover Pl, LA 90031. Tickets: 
womenscenterforcreativework.com. 
Every Monday, also Feb 18, 25. Max 
16 Participants (POC Priority) $50-100 
sliding scale / $40-$80 Members — 13 
POC, 3 Non-POC. A workshop series 
on using the language of feelings and 
needs to decolonize communication, 
increase self-empathy, and embrace 
accountability and transformation 
without shame. Using a trauma-
informed lens and the principles of 
Non-Violent Communication, this 
series will explore how we hold 
ourselves and others with empathy 
and compassion during times of 
conflict. https://www.facebook.com/
events/309840759657847/

12 - Tue

Film: BUS RIDERS UNION by 
Haskell Wexler, 6p, PanAfrican Film 
Festival, Baldwin Hills Crenshaw 
Cinemark theater,. $15 and up, plus 
conversation with Labor Community 
Strategy Center. In 1997, academy 
award cinematographer Haskell 
Wexler approached Eric Mann and 
the Strategy Center about doing a 
feature length documentary about our 
work. We were honored and thrilled. 
For 3 years, Haskell, as revolutionary 
artist, became part of our movement 
as he documented every move we 
made. Released in 2000, the film 
ends with a major victory in civil rights 
law and organizing—the decision 
by the federal courts to force the 
MTA to buy new buses and increase 

service. Today, the Strategy Center 
is still fighting, now for Free Public 
Transportation and an end to MTA 
Attacks on Black Passengers. We 
are proud to be an Official Selection 
of the Pan African Film Festival. Genl 

Admission $15,  Donor  $25-100. 
info@thestrategycenter.org.

Politics and Punch Lines: NY Times 
Op-Ed contributors with their take 
on life, love and politics. Roxane 
Gay, author of “Hunger”, comedian 
Guy Branum and Lindy West, author 
of “Shrill” in an evening of humor, 
readings and conversation. Rachel 
Dry, editor of Sunday Review, will 
host. Doors open: 6:30p, Program: 
7:30p. The Orpheum, 842 S. 
Broadway, LA, $25–$50 for reserved 
seating. https://www1.ticketmaster.
com/new-york-times-op-ed/
event/09005630B4633100

Film: City of Joy, with Q&A, 7:30p, 
UCLA Hammer Museum, 10899 
Wilshire Blvd, LA 90024, 310-443-
7000, info@hammer.ucla.edu. Tells 
the story of Congolese women’s fierce 
will to turn their pain into power, and 
the visionaries who came together to 
create a transformational community. 
2018 Nobel Prize winner Dr. Denis 
Mukwege, women’s rights activist 
Christine Schuler-Deschryver, and 
radical feminist Eve Ensler imagined 
a place where women who’ve 
been sexually brutalized can heal 
themselves. (2016, dir. Madeleine 
Gavin, 74 min.)

13 - Wed

2019 Earth First! Organizers 
Conference The 2019 EF! 
Organizers Conference will be hosted 
in Santa Barbara, CA (occupied 
Chumash territory) Feb 13-18. Email 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org for 
directions and more information. 
https://earthfirstjournal.org/
newswire/2018/12/09/ announcing-
the-2019-earth-first-organizers-
conference-february-13-18th/

Sedillo & Sanchez

Change Links monthly conference 
call planning discussion, 7:30p. 
changelinks2@gmail.com for info on 
participating.

14 - Thu

Suzy Williams & Michael Jost, 
BRAVO CD Release Valentine’s 
Day Concert, 7:30p, Beyond 
Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd, Venice 
90291. https://www.facebook.
com/events/310734152903317/, 
Laughtears.com

15 - Fri  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Susan_B._Anthony_Day

Free Yoga Classes with Stacy 
Tenhouten, 4:30-5:30p, Pico Youth & 
Family Center, 715 Pico Blvd., Santa 
Monica 90405, Free. www.eventbrite.
com. Pico Youth & Family Center in 
partnership with Stacy TenHouten 
Yoga offer these Free Yoga Classes to 
the public every Tue and Fri. Also Feb 
19, 22, 26. This is a breath centered 
practice that adapts to each individual 
regardless of body type, age, health, 
and cultural or religious background. 
Each class includes body movement, 
breath work and meditation. Space 
is also held at the beginning 
and end of class for community 
dialogue. No prior experience 
required. https://www.facebook.com/
events/548588455641029/

16 - Sat

Ebony Rep Theater presents “Here 
and Now,” tribute to Luther Vandross 
with Terry Steele, 8p, Nate Holden 
Performing Arts Center, 4718 W. 
Washington Blvd, LA 90016. http://
www.itsmyseat.com/ERT/

17 - Sun

African/Black History Month 
Festival, 11a–7p, Leimert Park 
Village, Degnan Blvd at 43rd, LA 
90008, hosted by Leimert Park 
Rasta’s. Free Event for Family, 

Friends and Loved Ones. To 
acknowledge The African Month, 
Culture Craft, Music and more.
Art Kid Friendly Music festival. 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/2153425701642521/

18 - Mon President’s Day holiday

LAUSD School Board Candidate 
Forum, hosted by Los Feliz 
Improvement Association, 6–9p, 
The Autry Museum, 4700 Western 
Heritage Way, Griffith Park, LA 
90027, free. Election Mar 5 to fill 
pivotal vacant seat on LA School 
Board. LAUSD enrolls over 600,000 
students (2nd largest district in the 
US) and there are big issues on the 
table following the strike for higher 
wages, smaller class sizes and public 
community schools.

19 - Tue

Executive Order 9066 signed https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Executive_
Order_9066

Unrig LA: Ethics Commission - 
Voters Not Donors, 9:15-11:15a, LA 
City Hall.  The Ethics Commission is 
planning to consider Councilmember 
Mike Bonin’s motion to lower the 
qualifying threshold for our public 
matching funds system for local 
candidates. Dozens of organizations 

came together to push reforms to 
our public financing system through 
the Ethics Commission and LA City 
Council, and now this last amendment 
has been sent to the Ethics 
Commission for recommendations. 
Comment on the need to tighten 
up debate requirements, and push 
the commission to recommend 
ending direct contributions from 
corporations and other non-
individuals.  https://www.facebook.
com/events/506902963129453/

Race, State Violence, and Radical 
Movements in the Decolonizing 
Pacific, 2-3:30p, 445 Kaprielian Hall 
(KAP), University Park Campus, USC. 
The Queer Transpacific Research 
Cluster presents “Race, State 
Violence, and Radical Movement in 
the Decolonizing Pacific” - a public 
lecture by Simeon Man, Assistant 
Professor of History at University of 
California, San Diego. https://dornsife.
usc.edu/events/view/1477903/race-state-
violence-and-radical-movements-in-the-
decolonizing-pa/

Guamanian Independence
Protest

Jack Crossley Lecture Series on 
Ethics and Religion: Book talk by 
Prof John Fea, author of “Believe 
Me: The Evangelical Road to Donald 
Trump”, 4p, location TBD, University 
Park Campus, free. “Believe me” 
may be the most common phrase 
in Trump’s lexicon, whether about 
building a wall or protecting a 
Christian heritage. To the surprise of 
many, 80+% of white evangelicals 
have believed Trump. Historian John 
Fea  explains how we have arrived 
at this unprecedented moment. An 
evangelical Christian himself, Fea 
argues that the embrace of Trump 
is the outcome of a long-standing 
evangelical approach defined by the 
politics of fear, the pursuit of worldly 
power, and a nostalgic longing for the 
past. https://dornsife.usc.edu/events/
view/1517732/jack-crossely-lecture-series-
on-ethics-and-religion-presents/

20 - Wed

MOM - Media Discussion, 6-9p, 
Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd, 
Venice 90291, Free. Laughtears.com

21 - Thu

Whittier Peace 3rd Thursday Film 
Night, 7p, St. Matthias Episcopal 
Church (Chase Room), 7056 
Washington Ave., Whittier  90602, N/E 
corner of Wardman St. Washington 
Ave (not Blvd) runs north south two 
blocks east of Greenleaf Park (there 
is additional parking in the back of the 
church). Walk through the 2nd gate 
north of Wardman. The Chase Room 
is just to the left. Film will be chosen 
from  DVDs brought that night. http://
whittierpeace.org/

If you use the Change Links 
calendar, please subscribe!



22 - Fri

Abilities Expo, Exposition for 
disabled people. LA Convention 
Center. https://www.abilities.com/
losangeles/ Also Sat & Sun.

Re-imagining the Criminal Justice 
System, UCLA School of Law 
https://www.law.ucla.edu/news-and-
events/5007/2019/2/22/reimagining-
the-criminal-justice-system/

Exodus and Exile: Migrants, 
Refugees and Asylum Seekers 
1750–1850, UCLA https://humanities.
ucla.edu/event/exodus-and-exile-
migrants-refugees-and-asylum-
seekers-1750-1850

Just Jazz Live Pop-Up Event: 
Celebrating Black History Month, 
6:30–9p, Baldwin Hills Crenshaw mall, 
3650 W Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, 

LA 90008, free. To celebrate Black 
History month, a free Just Jazz Live 
Concert Series pop up jazz event 
with live performances by Inglewood-
based jazz collective Katalyst and 
the Fernando Pullum Community Arts 
Center jazz ensemble. Info: 
www.justjazzliveconcertseries.com.

23 - Sat

Socialist Feminism:  From 
Analyzing Oppression to Theorizing 
Liberation and Organizing 
Class 3:  Black Feminism and 
the Combahee River Collective: 
Theories of Intersectionality, 2:30-
5:30p,  Art Share LA,  801 E 4th Pl, LA 
90013. Free parking across the street 
or use Little Tokyo Metro Gold Line 
stop. Info, syllabus and readings, 310-
210-3748 socialistfeminismclasses@
gmail.com. $5 donation requested but 
not mandatory. 
 
Ending Homelessness and Racism: 
The Unfinished Battle for Housing 
Equality, 4:30p, Solidarity Hall, 2122 
W Jefferson Blvd., LA 90018. Nearly 
60,000 people are unhoused in LA 
County — disproportionately Black 
and increasingly elderly. Meanwhile, 
developers supported by city 
government keep building high-priced 
housing. Result: Gentrification of 
Black and Brown neighborhoods. The 
people who built these communities 
are being displaced. An evening of 
art, music, discussion and celebration 
of the struggles of Black people 
to survive and flourish. Donation 

requested. Hosted by Freedom 
Socialist Party , 323-732-6416, fspla@
earthlink.net, www.Socialism.com, 
Facebook.com/fspla
Ebony Rep Theater presents: 
“There’s a Brown Girl in the 
Ring,” essays by Beah Richards 
with S. Pearl Sharp, 8p, Nate Holden 
Performing Arts Center, 4718 W. 
Washington Blvd, LA 90016. http://
www.itsmyseat.com/ERT/

24 - Sun

Citizens’ Climate Lobby 2019 
Southern California Conference, 
9a-2p, CSULA, 5151 State 
University Drive, LA 90032. Also 
Sat Feb 23, 8a. Tickets · $25 - $160 
via Eventbrite, includes 3 vegan 
meals. https://www.facebook.com/
events/736807783357857/

Conscious Life Expo, 10a-8p, LAX 
Hilton, 5711 W Century Blvd. Also 
Fri 22 (3-10p; Sat 23 10a-9p) https://
expo.consciouslifeexpo.com/expo-
at-a-glance/ 4 day conference and 
exposition with 200 exhibitors and 
over 150 lectures  workshops and 
special events. Prices vary.

25 - Mon

Poverty, Race, Justice & Access 
to Health, hosted by Universities 
Allied for Essential Medicines 
(UAEM), 12n–1:30p, UCLA School 
of Law, 385 Charles E Young Dr W, 
LA 90024. Lunch time panel event 
in Room 1457 on “Race, Justice & 
Access to Health - which communities 
get  access to medicines and what 
role does the public play?” Panelists 
TBA. https://www.facebook.com/
events/296513617643377/

26 - Tue

LA County Sheriff’s Civilian 
Oversight Commission, New day 
& location, 9a-1p,: MTA HQ at Cesar 
Chavez/Vignes, 1 Gateway Plaza, 3rd 
Floor, Metro Board Room, LA 90012. 
https://coc.lacounty.gov/ 

Change Links monthly mailing, 
distribution and planning meeting, 
7:30p, Peace Center, 3916 S. 
Sepulveda Bl, Culver City 90230. Dial 
22 for entry.

27 - Wed

FTP Studies Special Series, 7–9p, 
La Conxa, 2628 E Cesar Chavez, 
LA 90033. Every 2nd and 4th Wed 
of the month. https://www.facebook.
com/events/2642461859311625

Russia and the US: Destined for 
a New Cold War? 7–p, LA World 
Affairs Council, 3535 Hayden Ave, 
Suite 200, Culver City 90232. 
Tickets: www.lawac.org. Is the US 
is sliding into a dangerous new 
Cold War with Russia? The two 
nuclear superpowers are again 
locked in political and military 
confrontations. Special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s investigation into 
allegations of collusion between 
the Kremlin and President Trump’s 
campaign continues to put pressure 
on the US-Russian relationship. 
Americans grow more wary as the 
frenzy surrounding “Russiagate” 
intensifies. Discussion with Stephen 
Cohen, influential and controversial 
Russia expert, and Katrina vanden 
Heuvel, editor and publisher of The 
Nation.

28 - Thu

Big Read: Civil Rights Culture & 
Community, 6 –7:30p, Anaheim 
Central Library, 500 W Broadway, 
Anaheim 92805. The African 
American community has had a 
solid foundation in Orange County 
since the founding of the Second 
Baptist church in 1923. Director 
of Heritage Museum of Orange 
County, Kevin Cabrera, will share 
the growth of this community 
through the lens of three major 
themes: Civil Rights, Culture and 
Community Identity.

ROB MACON’S 
“THE NEW 

ONLINE 
SOUND!”

“LIVE
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If you use the Change Links 
calendar

please subscribe!
-Paid Political Advertisement-

Vote for Michael Novick, Reza Pour, Tyan Schesser 
and Jeff Silberman for KPFK Local Station Board

     The fate of KPFK and Pacifica Radio is in your hands. You can choose 
mission-driven, unfettered free speech and community oriented programming 
that amplifies the voices of grassroots resistance and struggles for peace, 
justice and international solidarity, by voting for the Grassroots Community 
Radio Coalition candidates for the Local Station Board (LSB):

Michael Novick, Reza Pour, Tyan Schesser, and Jeff Silberman

     Or you can settle for gentrification of the airwaves, voter suppression, violations 
of the Pacifica By Laws, endless infomercials, corporate machine politics, crippling 
debt, and gatekeepers controlling access to what is broadcast.
      The current governing majority at KPFK and the national foundation have 
put into place management that has removed Jerry Quickley here in LA and other 
challenging programmers, especially of color, around the network. They improperly 
purged Sharon Brown from the LSB and Pacifica National Board (PNB), banned 
her from running in this election, and have refused to allow write-in votes, contrary 
to the rules of order that govern elections. They have mortgaged all the physical 
properties (including the KPFK building) and other assets of Pacifica with no plan 
for repayment, except for a commitment to allow the creditors to run corporate 
underwriting on Pacifica stations.
       If you want to return Quickley and other challenging programmers to the 
air; restore hour-long local newscasts at KPFK; revive the Peoples School of 
Broadcasting that trained a new generation of community activists in radio 
production, journalism and management; cover the local movements that are 
confronting homelessness, police murders and spying, and privatization; and build 
the resistance to war, intervention, racism and repression, there is only one choice: 

Vote for the Grassroots Community Radio Coalition candidates!

    We also nominated two others, but Sharon Brown has been improperly denied the 
opportunity to run, despite winning a lawsuit against her previous removal from the 
Board, and Bill Eisen, a stalwart of the Run, Bernie, Run efforts and the movement 
for Medicare for All, sadly has passed away. You can get more information at 
www.gcrc-socal.org or email us at info@gcrc-socal.org. Join our email list, 
grassrootscommunityradiooutreach@lists.riseup.net. If you are a listener sponsor and 
haven’t received your ballot, immediately contact the NES via the googleforms link 
at elections.pacifica.org



BLACK HISTORY
...Continued from p. 1

(Akili himself was arrested and 
convicted over prior protests at the 
Police Commission and was banned 
from attending for a year until just 
recently.) Black Lives Matter has 
always stood for radical inclusivity 
of  lesbian, gay, bi, queer and trans 
Black people, saying “All Black lives 
matter!”
     In response to the protests, the guard 
has been fired and is being prosecuted. 
BLM-LA has also expressed concern 
about the two Black men, Gemmell 
Moore and Timothy Dean, found dead 
in the home of a major Democratic 
Party fundraiser, Ed Buck in West 
Hollywood, over the past year or so, 
with another body found in a car nearby 
on a third occasion, with no arrests by 
the LA Sheriff’s Department and no 
charges brought by the DA (who has 
received campaign contributions from 
Buck).
     Although BLM-LA is an abolitionist 
organization, they believe strongly 
that while the police continue to take 
lives and the DA’s office continues to 
function and prosecute others, they 
must be held accountable.

   Their vigil with families of those 
killed by law enforcement is now 
well into its second year outside DA 
Jackie Lacey’s office, 211 W. Temple, 
every Wednesday rain or shine from 
4-6 PM, and they are at the LA Police 
Commission, inside LAPD HQ, 100 
W. First St., every Tuesday at 9:30 AM.

Spotlight on an Exemplary Organizer: John Imani
     John Imani has been a stalwart of the movement in L.A. since his youth, 
from activity in the BSU in the 60s, through years as a Black Marxist 
and most recently with Revolutionary Autonomous Communities (RAC-
LA) in the MacArthur Park area. He was born and lived until age 15 in 
Mobile, AL when it was strictly segregated.  “We never thought about it 
much,” he says. “When we went downtown on Sunday to spend some of 
the money we made at bingo games Saturday night we went straight for 
the “Colored” counter. Same counter, just a wooden rise in it dividing. And 
the SIGN, of course.”
      He remembers Mardi Gras there, and the floats with white revelers lit up 
by flambeaux-toting black kids with handkerchiefs over their nose and mouth 
against the poison. He was about 10 years old. There was another black kid 
nearby of his size and years. Down the street comes a white kid not much older. 
He has a belt across his shoulders pinioned on opposite ends of a shallow box 
loaded down with brown paper bags of peanuts. “Pie-nuts”, the little cracker 
says, “Pie-nuts”. The little black kid 
holds out a dime to the white kid who 
says, “Y’all wont sum pie-nuts?”  The 
black kid responds, “Yes, sir.”  That 
was the South. That was that time.
     His mother gradually moved all 7 
of her kids to LA from 1961 to ‘63. 
He was the last to come and went to 
Dorsey High where for the first time in 
his life had a social conversation with 
a white person who wasn’t a priest or a 
nun. His oldest sister lived by herself 
and he would often stay with her.  
     He says, “If anyone asks me what was 
I doing participating for 8 ½ years from 
the founding of RAC-LA in MacArthur 
Park, after months of meetings in my 
bedroom, until health and common 
sense forced my retirement from 
almost 50 years of participation in 
the struggle for a different world, in 
a location where the population was 
heavily peopled with migrants, I would 
say, “Yeah. Cause I was one too. We 
all lived in a 1-bedroom duplex at 2520 
Lucerne Ave. Sleeping on couches, on 
pallets, wherever and yet we always 
had room for one more migrant from 
our home town. My momma helped 
many of my brothers’ friends that way. 
Until they got on their feet they had a 
place to stay.
     “So, yeah, I’m an immigrant. The 
only difference between me and some 
others is that I haven’t forgotten it.”

     John was radicalized at LACC and 
became influential in the BSU there. 
He was considered a leader of the strike 
that closed the school from March 12-
14, 1969.  “I would say that I was a 
good speaker. The words came of their 
own. It was the spirit of the times and 
not of the person. Arrested there. Beat 
the case,” he remembers.
     He went on to UCLA and was 
arrested there, too. Spent 30 days in 
jail and missed his first daughter’s first 
birthday. He remembers getting out 
of jail the day after Salvador Allende 
was murdered. “My stomach literally 
dropped when I saw the early morning 
paper. It was the end, I thought, of the 
possibility of peaceful and democratic 
transition.”
     Simultaneously and unfortunately, 
he felt the movement was tearing itself 
to shreds with ample help from the 
police terrorists and their courts.  Lots 
of peoples lost lots of things: their 
freedom, their hopes, their sanity, their 
lives. During what he terms “the great 
interregnum”,  a period when capitalism 
shorn of its open de jure racism found 
new footing, a long languid period of 
no hope of revolution, and overseas 
revolutionary examples fell one 
after another to their own capitalist 
restorations, John taught school in 
LAUSD as an open communist.

     He co-founded the Socialist Collective, 
a group of black communists active in 
the ‘70s, and participated in almost 
every movement taking place in LA:  
Committee to Defend Angela Davis. 
United People for Wounded Knee. 
The Coalition Against Police Abuse 
(CAPA) with Michael Zinzun and the 
later Coalition Against Police Brutality 
(CAPB).  Various strikes.  Assi Plaza 
Workers. Free Mumia Coalition. The 
Labor Party initiated by Tony Mazzochi 
of OCAW, and a renegade offshoot he 
co-founded, the LA Inner City Labor 
Party Local Organizing Committee.  
He has continued to promote political 
study, analysis and discussion through 
the dope_x_resistancela email list 
and others. And finally, the RAC-
LA, which distributes healthy food 
free in MacArthur Park, now has a 
small community center nearby, and 
succeeded in rooting itself among 
the migrant population in the area, 
superceding the original anarchist 
and radical organizers.
     The last word goes to John:  “I 
am so lucky to have lived through 
two occasions when the system is 
being attacked by us, the workers.  
Yes! We have another chance.”

Nominate someone for Spotlight!
Email changelinks2@gmail.com

John Imani in campus paper, 1969

Multiple Choice Test: by Y. B. Normal

Which answer best completes this statement by
Donald Trump?

“I can .....”

     A. beat up Muhammad Ali

     B. out-think Albert Einstein

     C. out-hurdle Jesse Owens

     D.  write plays better than 
           William Shakespeare

     E. do more evil than Adolf 
           Hitler, believe me...

I am currently running for election to the KPFK 90.7 FM Local Station Board 
(LSB) AS AN INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE, NO SLATE AFFILIATION.

-Paid Political Advertisement-

Candidate Bella De Soto, passionate 
about the Pacifica Radio Foundation since 
I discovered this beacon KPFK 90.7 FM in 
1997, after relocating to L.A. 
Long-time Activist for Global Social Justice, 
in support of all people’s resistance to 
Capitalism, killing our planet and humanity.

•	 I seek your vote for KPFK’s Local Station 
Board. I will represent all colors in our 
signal area with special attention to 
underrepresented communities.

•	 Passion: Long time listener, volunteer, monthly sustainer, and 
served on various Station Board Committees, which equip me well 
to understand Pacifica Radio’s governing Bylaws and distinctive 
Mission Statement.

•	 As Bookkeeper, Computer Tech, I will help to assure transparency, 
timely reporting and related matters.

I urge your consideration for your vote in this LSB election, so that 
together we may shift the station programming and other areas toward 
greater membership returns from our listening signal area.

Bella De Soto

Two assassinations of MST leaders in Brazil
By Jessica Mota | From Brasil Reporter
      Each foot of beans, banana and passion fruit in the plantation of the da Silva family is a 
reminder of Orlando. The dedication and ideas of the rural worker translate into the abundance of 
the farm he cared for. On December 8, José Bernardo da Silva, known as Orlando, was executed 
point blank. Six shots. He was one of the leaders of the Landless Rural Workers Movement 
(MST) in Paraíba and lived in the Zumbi dos Palmares settlement.
      Another three bullets were fired at Rodrigo Celestino, 38, who was part of the coordination 
of the Dom José Maria Pires encampment, located in the rural area of   Alhandra, on the southern 
coast. The executions arrived without warning or threat.
      Why, no one knows for sure. “At this time, no hypothesis can be ruled out,” comments 
Roberta Neiva, a police officer at the Paraíba Civil Police. But Orlando’s older brother Osvaldo 
doesn’t hesitate to present his thesis. For him, it is a political death “because of the way it was 

executed. He [Orlando] was taking someone’s privilege and someone was bothered by it. “
      Rodrigo was an agricultural technician and helped develop agro-ecology and environmental 
protection projects in the camp. Orlando, in addition to the MST, also worked in partnership with 
the Movement of the People Affected by Dams, the MAB, because his family lost everything in 
2002 due to the construction of the Acauã dam on the Paraíba River, of the state. To this day no 
one has been compensated.
      Dom José Maria Pires, where Rodrigo and Orlando worked, is part of a farm owned by 
Agrimex - one of 47 companies in the Pernambuco group João Santos, where production is 
at a standstill, but bamboo still dominates the landscape. The campesinos try to transform the 
monoculture of bamboo, used mainly in the pulp industry and producing natural cosmetics. The 
MST camp has been there for 1-1/2 years and has 354 families.

ALTERNATIVE VIEWS ON DNC HACKING BY RUSSIA:
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2018/08/15/nsa_whistleblower_bill_

binney_intel_agencies_are_lying_to_the_public_and_the_president.html
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This space 
is available

for your display ad!

Advertise 
in Change-Links and 

reach 1000s of 
active, socially-

conscious readers 
around Southern 

California.
Contact us for info 

on discount rates for 
multiple ads.

Half-page: $350
1/4 page: $185
1/6 page: $120

Business card: $25

Classified ad: $5 for 
4 lines (1 column wide)

(about 36 words).
$5 requested per 
calendar listing.

Pay to AFGJ/Change-Links

If you like what you’ve read -- 
Subscribe to Change-Links!

Subscriptions finance 
the paper.

Regular subs are $25, Sustainers $50, Low Income $12 a year, 
payable to AFGJ with Change Links in the memo, (we 
cannot process checks made out to “Change Links”) & mail to:

Change Links, PO Box 34236,
Los Angeles CA 90034

Name: _______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

City: ________________ St: ___ Zip: _____________

Tel:__________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________

Amount enclosed: ______________________________

Thanks! You’ll be glad you did!

CLASSIFIED AD

Tutor in English/ESL,  helps you read, speak, 
write better.  Also, help write & edit/technical/

scientific reports & theses.
Translation from German, Italian, 

Croatian & Portuguese.  
See my  “Professor” ad on CraigsList. 

Call Ivan 310-649-2291 x-2

MOVE TO AMEND Video Resource:
“A Question of Personhood” introduces corporate 

constitutional rights issue and Move to Amend. 
7 min 35 sec Search “Personhood” on youtube.com

Move to Amend Local meeting: Last 
Saturday of the month, 1-3p. Holy 

Grounds Coffee & Tea,  5371 Alhambra 
Ave, LA. 323.255.1279

Viking Economics:
How the Scandinavians Got It Right—

and How We Can, Too
by George Lakey

Reviewed by Jeffrey Hirsch
     In a brief look at the USA currently, we might ask, “Why do we 
have a president as incompetent, vicious and unqualified as Donald 
Trump?” But to look at Donald Trump in isolation is a big mistake. 
CBS gave him almost two billion dollars  in free air time running up 
to the 2016 election because Donald Trump’s histrionics increased 
viewership, and thus advertising profits, enormously. We are getting 
close to the answer—it’s about money and power for the mega-rich and 
the institutions and business arrangements that support them.

     In addition to the influence of the  
decadence of our corporate media, a man 
like Donald Trump being president is 
only possible because of  mass ignorance 
in our population, partially due to the 
defunding and privatizing of public 
education. It serves the corporate state 
and the mega-rich in general to have an 
ignorant populace. An educated public 
could have seen through Trump’s divide-
and-conquer strategy of blaming their 
misery and poverty on the Mexicans, 
Brown people and Blacks and thus 
diverting the blame from the oligopoly, 

which truly is the cause of their misery and alienation.
     Like us, a century ago the Norwegians, Danes, Swedes and Icelanders 
all had electoral systems that pretended to be responsive to the people, but 
were not.  They all came to realize that their “liberal democracies” were in 
fact oligarchies. In each country, the people took to the streets to force an 
opening for the will of the majority. They made a workable deal with their 
banks, corporations and the moneyed class in general, to attain a much more 
equal share of wealth and power.
     The Norwegians, Danes, and Swedes went the farthest, displacing their 
economic elite as the hegemonic force directing society. Once they did that, 
they had the political space to create a new economic model (referred to as 
the Nordic Model). This made it almost 
impossible for a sociopathic narcissistic 
con-artist like Donald Trump to attain 
power there.  [It should be noted that after 
Iceland suffered an economic meltdown 
similar to what the US had in 2008, they 
threw out the government and jailed 
many leading bankers. Icelandic women 
once held a general strike, and women 
are now in key leadership positions in 
their politics and the economy.]
     The following quotations from Viking 
Economics give a flavor of the Nordic 
Model in contrast to Trumpified America. “Money doesn’t dominate the 
political system, so citizens are freer to participate meaningfully in life—and 
they’re more likely to be exposed to newspapers with a variety of points of 
view, because journalism is subsidized to avoid a narrowing of perspective…
Norway was tied with Sweden at number one for freedom of the press. 
Denmark was sixth, and Iceland was tenth. (The U.S. was 26th.) (p.9)
     “Paid maternity and paternity leave is built into the (economic) system, and 
your job is held until you return.” (p.8) (With universal medical care) “total 
cost per capita is a little more than half what the United States pays for health 
care.” (p. 136)
     “Urban dwellers are likewise members of one or more co-ops and benefit 
from an unpolluted natural environment…that wouldn’t be there if greed 
were their bottom line.” (p.104)  “A point of curiosity about the Nordics is the 
extraordinarily low rates of violence and criminality that they enjoy. Rarely 
do people consider the economic benefit that goes along with that.” (p. 169)
     “…One might argue that one reason for Nordic economic success over 
the years has been investment in research, big-picture analysis, education, 
planning and evaluation.” (p. 206)  
     Why Scandinavia did not go fascist like Germany and Italy after the class 
struggle in the 1920’s-’30’s is described in Chapter 5. The labor unions, almost 
entirely non-violent in the struggle over many years, achieved a consensus in 
which they were conjoined with the banks and the ownership class to make the 
mixed-economy of their countries relatively stable. What was the basis of this 
consensus?  A high tax rate on wealth and property of the rich and substantial 
taxes in general for everybody resulted in social services for all and a dramatic 
lessening of social tensions in general.
     Economic equality was the goal. For example, medical care was universal, 
housing and education were considered the right of every citizen, and 
transportation was subsidized. Labor representatives were on the boards of 
most banks and industrial firms.  Prisons had the mandate of rehabilitation 
rather than naked vengeful punishment (which is sadly the case with much of 
American penology).
     In sum, these countries of Scandinavia are much better and more humane 
societies than the US. Rates of crime and violence are lower, life-spans are 
longer, and the people are generally healthier than in the US. Viking Economics 
should be read by everyone in the U.S. who isn’t brain-dead and who has 
something left of a conscience.  This country should and can be organized 
differently. Viking Economics provides a humane and do-able blueprint. 
Actions like the UTLA strike for public schools point the way forward.


