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                  STOP THE WARS!                          PEACE, JUSTICE AND EQUALITY FOR ALL!

More Information About 
These and Other Events in 
Calendar, beginning p. 3:

Jan 1: People’s Rose 
Parade March for Housing

Jan 3: Speak-Out on 
Crisis @ Pacifica/KPFK

Jan 6: Eco-Socialism or 
Extinction

Jan 10: UTLA Teachers’ 
Strike Deadline

Jan 11: Close 
Guantanamo Vigil

Jan 19: 3rd Annual
Women’s March

Jan 21: MLK Day of  
Service & Parade

Jan 31: #UnequalCities 
Conference 

LA Teachers’ Strike Set for January 10
     After 20 months of fruitless bargaining and lies and manipulation on the part of LAUSD Supt. Austin Beutner, United 
Teachers Los Angeles (UTLA) has announced a strike date of Thursday, January 10 unless there is a settlement as outlined 
in their contract demands.

     UTLA is demanding that LAUSD immediately:
•	 use its $1.9 billion in unrestricted reserves to fund smaller class sizes; for 
more nurses, counselors, and librarians; and to fully fund our schools;
•	 commit to more support for special education, early education, bilingual 
education, and adult education;
•	 end the toxic over-testing of our students, not required by CA or the federal 
government;
•	 empower parents and educators at schools by means of stronger Local 
School Leadership Councils; 
•	 address the charter industry drain that siphons more than $600 million from 
our schools every year.
     Unless these issues are addressed effectively in a contract proposal from the district, 
educators will be on the picket lines beginning Thursday, January 10.

     Working into the second school year 
without a contract, UTLA members have 
attempted to reach an agreement with 
LAUSD, but the district has repeatedly 
shown no interest. District officials have 
used every opportunity to undermine 
the union, hide basic data and financial 
documentation, and stop educators from 
talking to parents and the community. 
UTLA has filed multiple unfair practice 
charges against the district, but nothing has 
changed. The union doesn’t see LA Unified 
as a good faith partner in negotiations, and 
so has not accepted the district’s offer to 
go back to the table with LAUSD’s last 
proposal.
      The neutral fact-finding report confirms 
three essential UTLA positions: That 
LAUSD has $1.8 billion in reserves (total is 
now $1.9 billion, about 25% of its budget); 
that LAUSD should increase staffing of 
nurses, counselors, and other professional 
staff; and that LAUSD should eliminate 
Section 1.5 of the contract (which allows 
the district to unilaterally increase class 
size).
      “There has been one force at the 
bargaining table pushing to improve the 
educational experience for the 600,000 
students in the district, and that has been 
UTLA and the parents and community 
standing with us,” UTLA President Alex 
Caputo-Pearl said. “By dragging us 
through bad faith bargaining for 20 months 
and refusing to invest in our schools, the 
district has disrespected our students and 
disrespected us. We have exhausted our 
options.”
      Beutner has yet to retract the claim he 
falsely made that a 6% salary agreement 
has been reached between LAUSD and 
UTLA. There is no such agreement. In 
September Beutner gave the media and 
later UTLA an unofficial offer of a 3% 
raise retroactive to July 1, 2017, and an 
additional 3% as of July 1, 2018, but that 

“increase” offer comes with unacceptable 
strings attached, including requiring 
more work hours for already overworked 
educators and making it harder to qualify 
for healthcare in retirement.
      Concurrent with the strike announcement, 
UTLA filed another Unfair Practice Charge 
with the Public Employment Relations 
Board. The latest charge is for the district’s 
use of illegal intimidation tactics in issuing 
warning letters to employees, and for 
Beutner’s claim that there was a contract 
agreement when there is none.
      In August, UTLA members authorized 
a strike with an overwhelming 98% yes 
vote—the highest strike authorization 
approval since UTLA was founded in 
1970. If LA educators strike as expected 
on January 10, it will be the first UTLA 
walkout since 1989 and would underscore 
that public education has reached a 
crisis point. Years of underfunding, the 
unregulated growth of the charter industry, 
and district neglect have starved LA schools 
and students of necessary resources. More 
than 80% of LAUSD schools don’t have a 
full-time school nurse. LAUSD has among 
the highest class sizes in California, a state 
that has among the highest average class 
sizes in the nation (California is 48th out 
of 50 states in student-to-teacher ratios). 
Over-testing of students is crowding out 
instructional time and arts, music, ethnic 
studies, and science programs.
      Austin Beutner was an investment 
banker with no education background. 
He refuses to use the district’s record-
breaking reserve for basic student needs, 
and refuses to address the $600 million 
drained from local public schools by the 
corporate charter industry. Instead of 
reinvesting in  public schools, Beutner is 
seeking to dismantle them, as he did with 
corporations, with  his plan to break up the

See: “UTLA Strike,” p. 7

Hotel Workers, 
Kaiser Psychiatric 

Social Workers 
Already On Strike

    As Trumponics (AKA capitalist in-
equality) sinks into deeper crisis, labor 
unrest is growing. While not on a par 
with the Yellow Vest street protests 
in Paris, L.A. is in the midst of major 
strike action, with both UNITE-HERE 
(housekeepers and other hotel employ-
ees) and the NUHW (mental health 
workers at Kaiser) out on picket lines, 
demanding their share of the profits the 
owners are raking in. Kaiser workers 
also are demanding better staffing to 
meet patient needs; Hotel workers are 
demanding panic buttons for staff fac-
ing sexual harassment, health care, re-
tirement benefits and a $25/hour living 
wage.

The Obsession With & Lies About Nicaragua
<https://www.counterpunch.org/2018/12/21/the-obsession-with-and-lies-about-nicaragua/> 
by S. Brian Willson
      The intense focus on the “ills” of  Nicaragua completely misses the 
deep issues of continued US intervention - imperial neocolonialism - into 
the sovereign lives of other countries, as here with Nicaragua.   
     Whether you love or hate Daniel Ortega and Rosario Murillo, their 
personalities and personal lives are not the issue, whatsoever.
     For US 
Americans 
to be so 
c l o s e l y 
scrutinizing 
c l e a r l y 
the most 
progressive 
government 
in Central 
A m e r i c a , 
ignoring the 

new US friendly but unpopular president 
of Costa Rica, Carlos Alvarado Quesada; 
the systematic violence in the streets of El 
Salvador which is directly related to the 
US funded death squad governments of the 
1980s; the repressive and illegal President 
of Honduras, Juan Orlando Hernandez; 
and the repressive and corrupt government 
of Guatemala under President Jimmy 
Morales, is very interesting, and disturbing.
     The elaborate, well-planned conspiracy 
behind the April-July 2018 US-orchestrated 
coup attempt against Nicaragua, included 
most of the church hierarchy, many wealthy 
ex-Somocistas, many NGOs including the
European-funded CENIDH, the NED 

(National Endowment for Democracy) 
and USAID, and a couple thousand young 
Nicaraguans trained over 4 years in the use 
of social media to blitzkrieg an agenda-
loaded propaganda campaign when the 
right opportunity arose.
     It had been in the works since at least 
2011 when Nicaraguan Felix Maradiaga 
teamed up with Colombian narco-trafficker 
Julio Cesar Paz Varela to develop a drug 
distribution network in Nicaragua, many of 
the proceeds of which were to be devoted 
to overthrow the Sandinista government.
     The facts are that the few NGOs (of over 
4,000  NGOs  in  the  country)  who  have

See: “Nicaragua,” p.7

MUMIA ABU-JAMAL APPEAL UPDATE 
     As Change Links was going to press, the prospect existed that a judge could rule that Mumia 
Abu-Jamal was improperly denied a new trial on appeal because the D.A. involved in fighting 
his appeals, supported by the Fraternal Order of Police, later unconstitutionally participated as 
a PA Supreme Court Justice in ruling against him. On Dec. 3rd, Judge Leon Tucker heard final 
arguments in Mumia Abu-Jamal’s two-year-long appeal case on this issue and announced that he 
would issue a decision at a future time.  The decision could come down at any time so Mumia’s 
supporters are asking everyone to be prepared to respond.  
     If Tucker rules in Mumia’s favor, there will be a rally at Philly DA Krasner’s office to say 
#FreeMumia!  and to tell Krasner:  DO NOT APPEAL!  If Tucker rules against Mumia, rally at 
the avowedly progressive DA’s office to let them know we will continue the fight in the courts and 
on the streets. Supporters are being asked to sign up for immediate email notice by going to this 
website: www.mobilization4Mumia.com or using the following link: 

https://actionnetwork.org/forms/freemumia
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our  P.O. Box made out to: 
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This is an independent collective activity. We welcome your 
involvement to keep the paper and website alive. Views 

expressed in Change-Links are those of the authors, and 
not necessarily those of Change-Links, its volunteers, or 
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WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
If you can help sell ads, collect items for the 
monthly calendar, do print layout, handle a 
wordpress website, or do copy editing and 
proof-reading -- Change Links needs you! 
Please email changelinks2@gmail.com to 

volunteer and learn more. We hope you will step 
up if you value the paper! 

On the 3rd Wed. each month we have a 
teleconference call to plan the next issue. 
Email us at changelinks2@gmail.com for 

details. The last Thursday eve. each month, 
we gather at the Peace Center at 7:30 

PM for a mailing and bundle-distribution 
party and a discussion about the following 

month’s issue. To get involved, call or email 
as below to make sure of the date & time.

We have poetry  in each issue; send submissions to:
changelinks2@gmail.com. Please include a bio & photo.

Submit articles, preferably in .doc format, to: 
changelinks2@gmail.com.

Calendar items to same address, (Change-Links calendar 
item in subject line); include title of event, day, date, time, 

location, fee if any, a short description, contact information 
for sponsors, and a small jpg graphic if you have one. 

Please spell out all words and capitalize street names, etc. 

A $5 donation for calendar listings 
is appreciated.

Payable to AFGJ/Change Links at the address 
below:

Change Links 
P. O. Box 34236 

Los Angeles, CA 90034-0236    
Phone: (951) 638-9259

E-mail: changelinks2@gmail.com 
Web Site: http://www.change-links.org

Change-Links Monthly Poetry Corner

Upcoming Pacifica Election Timeline
More information at www.elections.pacifica.org

If you believe you’re eligible and don’t receive a ballot, contact les-kpfk@pacifica.org

CAMPAIGN & VOTING PHASE

  Dec 26, 2018                         Membership data for ballot printing to the printer/mail house by 
                                                 midnight Dec 26, 2018

  Jan 7, 2019                           ELECTION PERIOD START – Ballots sent to eligible members
  A paper (physical) ballot will be sent to eligible listeners for whom no email address is available 

on their membership record.

  A code to vote electronically will be sent via email to eligible listeners for whom an email is 
available.

  Feb 11, 2019                          ELECTION PERIOD ENDS

  (If quorum [10% of listener-sponsors, 25% of staff] is not reached by this date, the NES will 
extend the election per Pacifica Foundation Bylaws. All other dates below will be adjusted 

accordingly.)

  Feb 12, 2019                         Ballot count starts.

  Feb 25, 2019                          Election results announced.

LINES WRITTEN IN DEJECTION
When have I last looked on

The round green eyes 
and the long wavering bodies

Of the dark leopards of the moon?
All the witches, those most noble ladies,

For all their broom-sticks and their tears,
Their angry tears are gone.

The holy centaurs of the hills are vanished;
I have nothing but the embittered sun;

Banished heroic mother moon and vanished,
And now that I have come to fifty years

I must endure the timid sun.

-William Bates

UNHOUSED EPIPHANY
Modified Carols in the Spirit of the Season by Michael Novick, Anti-Racist Action-LA

(To the tune of “Do You Hear What I Hear?”)

Said the night wind to the little boy,
Do you see what I see (repeat)
Coming down the street, little boy?
A cop, a cop, pulling out his gun,
If you’re Black or Brown, you better run (2x)

Said Community Watch to the unhoused mom,
Do you hear what I hear (repeat)
Lying through their teeth, unhoused mom?
Garcetti’s flacks, spreading his PR,
polishing his presidential star. (2x)

Said the Mayor to the people everywhere,
Listen to what I say (2x)
Heed my words, people everywhere!
Do you believe the evidence of your eyes,
Or will you accept my housing lies? (2x)

Said the people of LA to the mayor,
Do you know what I know (repeat)
Based on reality, Mr. Mayor?
Your cops can’t stop the righteous folk,
Your housing lies are a bitter joke (2x).

(To the tune of “Come all Ye Faithful”)

Oh, come all you unhoused,
hard-up, desperate, starving
Oh come ye, oh run ye,
To City Hall!
The city has billions,
But it never builds you housing,
The Mayor will feed you lies,
Garcetti feeds you lies,
Unless, unless
We organize!

The 
Commander-In- 

Chief
is a 

Criminal
and Thief
Led by the 

Cross
of Jesus?! 

©2018 Y. B. Normal
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Listings subject to change. Contact sponsor to verify date, time & venue. See www.change-links.org for full late listings, recurring events, & resources. 

Peace vigils: 
http://change-links.org/ongoing-peace-

vigils-and-community-programs/
 

Other Calendars: 
http://ocprogressiveevents.info/, 
http://la.indymedia.org/calendar/, 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/
ieprogressivealliance/events/, 

http://www.activistsandiego.org/event, 
https://vcpjn.org/calendar/ 

https://echoparkfilmcenter.org

On - Going & 
Continuing Events

Weekends, Baldwin Hills Crenshaw 
Farmers Market offers farm fresh 
produce and artisan goods, featuring 
locally grown favorites. Ties into the 
mall’s health initiative promoting 
wellness in the Crenshaw community. 
The B Fit program includes weekly 
Zumba, cardio kick and yoga classes, 
blood pressure screens and annual 
health & wellness fairs. Contact 
Sustainable Economic Enterprises for 
more info: www.seela.org

Sundays, RAC-LA Food Program 
(El Programa Comida) Revolutionary 
Autonomous Communities, 1-5p, SE 
corner of Wilshire Bl & Parkview St, 
LA 90057, free produce distribution. 
https://www.facebook.com/
raclosangeles/
 
Sundays, Serve the People LA, 
4-6p, Mariachi Plaza, 1817 E 1st 
St, LA 90033. STPLA free food & 
clothing distributions (along with 
books, shoes, etc). We also engage 
the community on happenings around 
the neighborhood and city, learn 
about grievances and provide legal 
services with help from the LA Ctr 
for Community Law & Action. https://
servethepeoplela.wordpress.com/

Tuesdays, Join Black Lives Matter, 
Stop LAPD Spying and allies at 
LA Police Commission meeting 
at LAPD HQ, 9:30a, 100 W. 1st St 
to speak out against racist police 
murders with impunity. See agenda, 
schedule here: http://www.lapdonline.
org/police_commission

Tuesday evenings, Stop LAPD 
Spying Coalition meets at LA CAN 
HQ. http://stoplapdspying.org - 
see website for weekly meeting 
topics. https://www.facebook.com/
stoplapdspying
 
Wednesdays, 4-6p, Black Lives 
Matter-led vigil outside DA Jackie 
Lacey’s office with families who 
have lost loved ones to police & 
sheriff’s deputies. DA Lacey has not 
indicted a single law enforcer for any 
of over 400 murders by local police & 
deputies. 211 W. Temple.
 
Wednesdays, 6-7:30p, LA CAN 
Legal Clinic, LA CAN, 838 E. 6th St. 
LA, CA 90021. Free Legal Clinic for 
Low-Income Residents. Must sign-
in before 6:15p. For more info, call 
213.228.0024

Third Eye Thursdays, 3rd Thurs 
each month, 5-8p, hosted by Youth 
Justice Coalition, Chuco’s Justice 
Ctr, 1137 E Redondo Blvd, Inglewood 
90302 (3 blks w., 1 blk n. of Florence 
& Crenshaw) YJC is moving soon!. 
Welcomes people home from juvenile 
halls, jails, prisons and immigrant 
detention centers. Build stronger youth 
and community leadership among 
people who have family members 
killed or injured by law enforcement; 
people currently or formerly 
incarcerated and family members of 
people inside; people facing or fighting 
deportation. https://www.facebook.
com/events/214924659144426/

Fridays, Interfaith Communities 
United for Justice & Peace 
breakfast forum, 7-9a, Immanuel 
Presbyterian, 3300 Wilshire Blvd., 
LA 90010. For donation, bring 
packaged non-perishable food for the 
church food pantry. Guest speakers, 
reflections, coffee and bagels to start 
your morning! www.icujp.org.

Fridays, 5-6p, a lively Vigil for 
Peace & Justice, sponsored by KPFK 
90.7FM-LSB Outreach Committee 
& friends. Join us for a fun time 
outreaching & making noise at Sunset 
Blvd & Echo Park Ave. Bring your 
signs...

Every 1st and 3rd Friday, LA 
Poverty Department Movie Nights 
at the Museum, 7p, Skid Row 
History Museum and Archive, 250 S. 
Broadway, LA 90012. movienights@
lapovertydept.org. Free screenings, 
popcorn, coffee & conversation about 
issues that are important to Skid Row 
and downtown community. Made 
possible with generous support of The 
Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual 
Arts.

1st Friday of the month, LA FOR 
YOUTH, 4-6p, 1726 N. Spring St, LA 
90013. action@youth4justice.org

Every 1st & 3rd Saturday, End 
Homelessness Now, 2-4pm, a 
grassroots campaign to pressure 
LA City and County public officials 
to use their vacant properties for 
large-scale, permanent, quality public 
housing to end the homelessness 
catastrophe. Solidarity Hall, 2122 W. 
Jefferson Blvd., LA 90018, just west 
of Arlington Ave., free street parking. 
endhomelessnessnowla@gmail.com, 
323-732-6416, https://www.facebook.
com/endhomelessnessnowla/

Every 2nd & 4th Saturday, SOLA 
Food Co-Op at Baldwin Hills 
Crenshaw Farmers Market.  This 
Co-op is unique, because it’s planning 
to open the first-ever Organic Grocery 
in Leimert Park Community. You can 
become a member. 
www.solafoodcoop.com/

Thru Jan 5, “Nothing Personal”, 
The Excesses of Capitalism, Thu-
Sat, 3-7p, free, Installations and 
performances by Katya Grokhovsky, 
LAST Projects, 206 S. Ave 20, Lincoln 
Heights. 323-356-4225.

Black History Celebrations, Jan-
Mar. City of Pasadena - Human 
Services and Recreation Department
100 N Garfield Ave, Pasadena 
91109 https://www.facebook.com/
PasadenaHSR/  Celebrate Black 
History with the Human Services and 
Recreation Department and the Black 
History Planning Committee January 
through March 2019! Celebrations 
such as Martin Luther King Jr., Red, 
Black & Green Honors Gala (Jan 24), 
Black Pasadena, Black History Parade 
and Festival (Feb 16), Senior Night 
Out, Chocolate Story Time, and much 
more! This year’s theme “For Our 
Culture: Celebrating our Excellence” 
626-744-7300. https://www.facebook.
com/events/2196408367313361/

Thru Feb 25: ¡Ya Basta! The East LA 
Walkouts & the Power of Protest, 
LA Plaza de Cultura y Artes
501 N Main St, Los Angeles, 
90012.  During one week in 1968, 
ten thousand ELA HS students 
walked out of class. Protesting 
unequal conditions in their schools, 
they ignited a movement. On the 
50th anniversary, “¡Ya Basta!” brings 
the story of this moment to a new 
generation of students. Through 
historic photographs, memorabilia, 
protest art, music, film footage, and 
more “¡Ya Basta!” challenges visitors 
to stand up vs. injustice and create 
change. https://www.facebook.com/
events/703442256660896/

Jan 1 - Tue

People’s Rose Parade March, 
7a-1p, https://www.facebook.com/
events/244908046134128/ (trails 
Tournament of Roses - Rose 
Parade, 391 S Orange Grove Blvd, 
Pasadena 91184). This year’s theme” 
Housing Is A Human Right. Our 
streets are filled with unhoused 
people, rents have skyrocketed, 
landlord abuses and evictions are 
happening everywhere. Demand 
housing rights for all. Assemble Singer 
Park (California Blvd & S. St John 
Ave.) https://www.facebook.com/
PeoplesRoseParadeMarch/

2 - Wed

Community Blood Drive, Collins & 
Katz Family YMCA, 2:30–8:30p, 1466 
S Westgate Ave, LA 90025. Jan is 
National Blood Donor Month.

3 - Thu

Crisis & Scandal at Pacifica, Speak-
Out/Press Conference, hosted 
by Grassroots Community Radio 
Coalition, 11:30a-12:30p, outside CA 
Attorney General Xavier Becerra’s 
office, 300 S. Spring St, DTLA. 
Complaints have been filed about self-
dealing, financial mismanagement, 
voter suppression and bylaws 
violations at KPFK and Pacifica. Learn 
more: www.gcrc-socal.org

Anti-speciesism Demo, hosted 
by Direct Action Everywhere Inland 
Empire and others, 6–8p, 12650 
Imperial Hwy, Norwalk 90650. 
Countering a Chik-Fil-A opening: eat 
more plant foods.

4 - Fri

All About Syria: Politics, History 
and Culture - video, discussion 
and book signing, 7:30 pm, with 
potluck snacks at 7:15, Topanga 
County Library, Meeting Room, 2nd 
floor, 122 N. Topanga Canyon Blvd, 
90290. Featuring Samir Twair, So 
Cal correspondent for Washington 
Report on Middle East, former 
president of American Arab Press 
Guild, and longtime activist, talking 
about Syria andTwo Thousand and 
One Syrian Nights, the posthumously 
published book by his wife, journalist 
Pat McDonnell Twair. www.
topangapeacealliance.org

5 - Sat

Community Forum: Support the LA 
Teacher Strike, 10a-12n, All Peoples 
Community Center, 822 E 20th St, LA 
90011.  Union del Barrio invites the 
public to forum on public education 
and about the reasons behind 
the strike and why their support is 
essential as we work together to 
improve our schools and students 
learning experiences. Union del 
Barrio supports public education and 
opposes all forms of privatization of 
education. https://www.facebook.com/
udblosangeles/  https://www.facebook.
com/events/1040157229519839/

Alliance of White Anti-Racists 
Everywhere (AWARE) LA monthly 
drop-in Saturday dialogue, 1-4p 
in Santa Monica for white people 
opposing racism and uprooting white 
supremacy. awarela@gmail.com for 
details.
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6 - Sun

Book talk and signing for “Barbed 
Voices: Oral History Resistance, 
and the WWII Japanese American 
Social Disaster” written and 
compiled by historian Arthur Hansen, 
founder of JA Oral History Program 
at CSU Fullerton, 1-3p, Gardena 
Valley Japanese Cultural Institute, 
1964 W. 162nd St, Gardena. 
Sponsored by Manzanar Committee, 
GVJCL.  Reception follows.  323-662-
5102, info@manzanar-committee.org, 
manzanarcommittee.org

NOlympics LA Coalition meeting, 
2-4p, location TBA. 213.369.1125, 
www.NOlympicsLA.com, 
www.WheresGarcetti.com

Eco-Socialism or Extinction: Can 
We Overcome the Existential Threat 
of Capitalism? 6-9p, Peace Center, 
3916 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Culver 
City 90230, press #22 at door to 
enter. From devastating wildfires to 
the melting of the polar ice caps we 

confront an ecological crisis of vast 
proportions. The global dominant 
class has no solution to capital-
induced global warming and mass-
extinction. Panel: Mariah Brennan 
Clegg, UCSB Marxist-Humanists, 
Sydney Ghazarian, DSA-LA Climate 
Justice Committee, Sherry Lear, 
350.org South Bay, and Gene 
Warren, Converging Storms Action 
Ntwk. Moderating: Javier Sethness, 
Black Rose/Rosa Negra Anarchist 
Federation (personal capacity) and 
author of Imperiled Life: Revolution 
against Climate Catastrophe. For info: 
www.cprsj.wordpress.com

7 - Mon

What’s the Story? - Workshop for 
Writers and Performers with Stacie 
Chaiken, 7–8:30p, Upstairs at Last 
Bookstore, 453 S. Spring #11104, LA 
90013 (enter on 5th St). Tickets: www.
evite.com https://www.facebook.com/
events/175603396553856/

8 - Tue

Rally Against Toxic Women’s 
Jail, 10a-1p, Kenneth Hahn Hall of 
Administration, 500 W Temple St, 
LA 90012.  Press conference and 
rally to amplify demands to Board 
of Supervisors. Supervisors will 
be voting on motions around the 
construction of the Womens jail 
in Lancaster they have proposed 
to build! https://www.facebook.
com/events/2264889703833037/ 
https://www.facebook.com/
dignityandpowernow/
https://www.facebook.com/
JusticeLANow/

McLuhan-Finnegans Wake Reading 
Club, 6p, Marina Del Rey Library, 
4533 Admiralty Way, Marina Del Rey, 
CA 90292, free http://laughtears.com/
McLuhanWake.html

Deadline for presentation 
submission to Sheriff’s 
Overight Commission on 
draft  recommendations re: 
LASD cooperation with I.C.E. 
The Commission is accepting 
submissions for presentations on 
this topic. Go to http://file.lacounty.
gov/SDSInter/coc/co/1048781_
CallforCommunityPresentations.
pdf and submit your organization’s 
proposal. (See Jan 22)

9 - Wed

Laughtears Salon  (RSVP 310 
306 7330 for location & time) free - 
politics, art, culture discussion, http://
laughtears.com

10 - Thu

UTLA Teachers’ strike scheduled 
to begin. 7a, Community support 
welcome on picket lines outside 
elementary, secondary and adult 
schools and early childhood education 
centers. www.utla.net

Book Talk: The Power of Race 
in Cuba: Racial Ideology & 
Black Consciousness during the 
Revolution, 12-2p, 153 Haines Hall 
at UCLA. Inaugural bi-annual Mark Q. 
Sawyer Memorial Lecture in Racial 
and Ethnic Politics. Dr. Danielle 
Clealand of Florida International 
Univ-Dept of Politics and International 
Relations, will present from her new 
book, winner of the 2018 Best Book 

Award for the Race, Ethnicity and 
Politics Section of the American 
Political Science Association (APSA). 
https://chicano.ucla.edu/events/book-
talk-power-race-cuba-racial-ideology-
black-consciousness-during-revolution

Health Care For All- LA  meets 7:30 
p, Peace Center, 3916 Sepulveda 
Blvd. Culver City 90230.  Free Parking 
lot and entrance behind the building.  
http://healthcareforall.org/chapters/
los-angeles-county Questions: 
Maureen 310- 459-9763. We need 
your membership to stay viable. Dues 
of any amount are accepted. JOIN 
online at www.healthcareforall.org or 
mail a check payable to HCA-CA, PO 
Box 5833 Novato, CA 94948.  Specify 
LA Chapter.

11 - Fri

Rally to Close Guantanamo prison, 
11a-1p, DTLA Federal Building, 300 N. 
Los Angeles St., LA 90012. Speakers, 
music, tableau of detainees. www.
icujp.org https://www.facebook.com/
events/327029867899073/

12 - Sat

1st Annual Human Trafficking 
Awareness Forum & Fair, 10a-2p, 
Downey Adult School, 12340 Woodruff 
Ave, Downey, 90241.  Soroptimist 
Int’l of Downey will break the silence 
about Human Trafficking! Forum: 
10a-1p, Walk: 1:30-2PM  Food 
trucks, Fair Trade Vendors onsite. 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/345537992691903/
https://www.facebook.com/
Soroptimist-International-of-
Downey-232187673496280/

AWARE-LA Encino Saturday 
Dialogue, 10:30a-1:30p, Bethel 
Encino Elca, 17500 Burbank Blvd, 
Encino, 91316. Gathering for white 
anti-racists who want to discuss 
issues of identity, community, privilege 
and racism in our lives with the 
intention to strengthen our practice as 
anti-racists in alliances, relationships, 

and interactions with people of color. 
https://www.awarela.org/saturday-
dialogue/  https://www.facebook.com/
events/287048815269294/

Let’s Talk About Puerto Rico hosted 
by Puerto Ricans In Action, 2–4p, 
Peace Center, 3916 S. Sepulveda, 
Culver City 90230, free (donations 
requested for relief/mutual aid work).
We’ll be talking about Puerto Rican 

history, food, music, dance, and 
comedy. We will also have children 
craft activities. Talks by Old San Juan 
Catering covering what Taino foods are 
still used in Puerto Rican dishes. Jorge 
L. Rivera on Freddy Prinze Sr’s life and 
career, and Cristina Florez on Puerto 
Rican dance.

MESS: Musician Rick Frystak 
interview (RSVP for Venice 
location 310 306 7330) free. 
www.RicKFryStaK.Com

DSA chapter meetings- Westside, 
Koreatown, SF Valley, 3-6p, RSVP for 
locations, agenda. communications@
dsa-la.org

Safer Cities Forum, 6:30-9p, 
Ace Hotel, 929 S Broadway, LA 
90015.  USNC-UN Women’s LA 
Chapter is collaborating with the 
transgender & gender non-binary 
community, the LA County’s Deputy DA, 
LAPD, and social services/nonprofit 
organizations such as CAST, PTV, 
YWCA, and Bienestar on Safe Cities 
Forum 2019: The Transgender Urban 
Experience. https://www.facebook.
com/events/1306868552786401/

13 - Sun

End Homelessness Now 
community meeting, 2-5p, 2536 
Eastlake Ave, LA 90031, RSVP 
endhomelessnessnowla@gmai l .
com, Meet to build coalitions with 
other housing advocates over food 
and drink, and discuss how we can 
combat community resistance to 
homeless housing. Sponsored by End 
Homelessnow LA, DSA-LA, SheDoes, 
K-Town Outreach Cmttee, and others.

Film: “It’s What We Do,” hosted by 
LA Jews for Peace, 2-4p, Arbeter Ring/
Workmen’s Circle, 1525 S Robertson 
Blvd, LA 90035. Play about the 
Occupation dramatizes interactions 
among Israeli soldiers manning a 
checkpoint, a group of Palestinians, 
and several Jewish settlers. Dialog 
is adapted from Breaking the Silence 

testimonies of Israeli soldiers whose 
memories continue to haunt them. 
Panel with two former Israeli Defense 
Force members, Yossi Khen and Yair 
Agmon, both anti-occupation activists 
living in LA; moderator, Tony Litwinko. 
A portion of the donations will go 
to support the work of Breaking the 
Silence in Israel. Suggested donation 
$10; No one turned away.
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Indivisible 2.0 - Conejo General 
Meeting, 4-5:30p, Ullman Conference 
Center, Cal Lutheran Univ, Discuss 
Indivisible’s next steps -- how we’ll 
demand progressive action from our 
elected representatives , and hold 
them accountable! Set goals for 2020. 
RSVP: https://www.indivisibleconejo.
org/events/2019/1/13/indivisible-20-an-
indivconejo-general-meeting

Commemorate 100th Anniversary of 
Rosa Luxemburg’s Assassination: 
Two-Part Workshop on Luxemburg 
as Marxist, Revolutionary, and 
Feminist, 6-8p, Public School, 951 

Chung King Rd, Chinatown, LA 
90012. Luxemburg was killed as she 
was leading a leftist revolution in 
Germany. A theorist of imperialism 
and war, of women and revolution, 
and of spontaneity and democracy in 
revolution, she also criticized Lenin 
and Trotsky from the left for having 
established a single-party state after 
the Russian Revolution. Readings 
drawn from ROSA LUXEMBURG 
READER, ed. Hudis and Anderson, 
Monthly Review Press. PDFs can be 
obtained from IMHO. 1. Biographical 
intro by Kevin B. Anderson; 2. 
Imperialism/Colonialism, intro by 
Nick Takeyama; 3. Women and 
revolution, intro by Rocio Lopez. 
(See Jan 27 for part 2.)  <arise@
internationalmarxisthumanist.org>

14 - Mon

Anniversary of FBI COINTELPRO 
inspired killings of Black Panther 
Party members Bunchy Carter 
and John Huggins at UCLA. AAP 
Learning Pavilion at UCLA, all day 
(Jan. 14-17). https://www.aap.ucla.
edu/events/john-huggins-bunchy-
carter-annual-memorial/

LA Tenants Union- Sindicato de 
Iniquilinos, Sección Hollywood-
Hollywood Local, 6:30–9p, 
6500 W Sunset Blvd, LA 90028. 
Bilingual Eng-Span. Organize With 
Your Neighbors To Stay In Your 
Apartments!  Stop Gentrification-
Displacement! Free Legal Advice For 
Tenants! https://www.facebook.com/
events/538600209955564/

15 - Tue

Public radio’s 1A explores the 
lose-lose of California politics — a 
live taping, 8-9:30p, Skirball Cultural 
Center, 2701 N Sepulveda Blvd, LA 
90049. Tickets: www.scpr.org

16 -  Wed

MOM  - MEDIA DISCUSSION, 
6-8p,  Beyond Baroque, FREE 
681 Venice Blvd, Venice 90291. 
laughtears.com

Change Links monthly conference 
call editorial planning discussion, 
7:30p. Email changelinks2@gmail.
com for info on participating.

17 - Thu
Whittier Peace 3rd Thursday 
Film Night, 7p, St. Matthias 
Episcopal Church (Chase 
Room), 7056 Washington 
Ave., Whittier  90602.  N/E 
corner of Wardman St. and 
Washington Ave. Washington 
Ave (not Blvd) runs north and 
south two short blocks east of 
Greenleaf Park on Washington 
(there is additional parking in 
the back of the church).  Walk 
through the second gate north 
of Wardman. The Chase Room 
is just to the left. Bring a DVD 
to share!  Film will be chosen 
from the DVDs brought that 
night. http://whittierpeace.org/

18 - Fri

RELEASED - documentary - 
directed by Philip F. Messina, 
+ Q&A with Messina, 7p, 
Skid Row History Museum & 
Archive, 250 S. Broadway, 
LA 90012. ‘Released’ tells the 
story of four ex-offenders who 
changed their lives around with 
the help of a reentry program 

called The Fortune Society and broke 
the recidivism loop. 213-413 1077, 
info@lapovertydept.org

19 - Sat

3rd Annual Women’s March in 
DTLA https://womensmarchla.
org/ Women’s March LA is an 
independent non-profit separate and 
independent from Women’s March 
Inc. national organization. It strives for 
intersectionality and diversity. https://
womensmarchla.org/events/2019-
womens-march-la/

Truth to Power: Yellow Vests at 
Women’s March, 10a-2p, Pershing 
Square, 532 S. Olive St., LA. Let’s 
show our solidarity with the brave 
women and men in Europe who are 
empowering the masses to stand 
up to the oligarchy. Make your own 
signs with messages that speak 
to you. The first 50 marchers that 
arrive will get a free yellow vest to 
wear and take with you when we 
are done. You must have RSVP’d 
here on this link first: https://goo.gl/
forms/EWScQYgZmGeYGYAW2 
You might be surprised to know 
that a yellow-vest solidarity march 
would be consistent with the 
Women’s March commitment to “...
dismantling systems of oppression 
through nonviolent resistance and 
building inclusive structures guided 
by self-determination, dignity and 
respect.” https://www.facebook.com/
events/922046251339882/

3rd Annual March for Justice, Plaza 
Park Ventura, CA, 10a-12p. Join us as 
we continue to advocate for justice for 
all! Create ARTIVISM (art + activism) 
to promote political and cultural 
change.Go to our website for artivism 
ideas and info. http://justiceforallvc.
org/ https://www.facebook.com/
events/617799451956843/

3rd Annual Women’s March Orange 
County, Downtown Santa Ana; 
Starting Point TBA. All welcome; 
this is an all-inclusive, family-friendly 
event. RSVP, volunteer or sign-up 
your organization, visit website www.
OCWomensMarch.org.

Inland Empire Women’s March, 
10a-1p, Historic Riverside 
Courthouse, 4050 Main St., 
Riverside https://www.facebook.com/
events/241146276599568/

Women’s March in Washington D.C. 
. https://www.womensmarch.com/2019/

Action! Cinema As Connection 
Presents: Tani Ikeda - Resist, 8p, 
Echo Park Film Center, 1200 N. 
Alvarado, LA 90026. Free screening 
is part of ACTION! Cinema as 
Connection, a series presenting 
documentary films and workshops 
by female filmmakers of color, made 
possible with the support of The 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. Tani Ikeda will present 
several personal and documentary 
works in this program. Three episodes 
of “RESIST”-- a series focused on 
the Justice L.A. and Dignity & Power 
Now campaigns as they protested 
a proposed 3.5 billion dollar jail 
expansion in LA--will be featured 
during this screening. The series 
is directed by Ikeda, and calls for a 
reform of the prison system.

20 - Sun

Tu B’Shvat & MLK Day of Service 
Tree Planting Event, 8a–12n, 7965 
Whitsett Avenue, LA 91605. In honor 
of Tu B’Shvat or the “New Year of the 
Trees” and MLK Day, City Plants hosts 
a tree planting event at Jamie Beth 
Slaven park. Join us to plant 70 new 
trees! Volunteer registration begins 
at 8a. Breakfast & lunch provided for 
all volunteers. Wear close-toed shoes 
and bring a reusable water bottle. Info: 
City Plants 213-473-9950.

AIDS/LifeCycle Sunday Funday 
Gameday, 3–6p, Village at Ed Gould 
Plaza - LA LGBT Center, 1125 N 
McCadden Pl, LA 90038. Tickets: 
actnow.tofighthiv.org Play your 
favorite childhood board games in a 
very ADULT tournament. Connect 4, 
Hungry Hungry Hippos, Jenga and 
More! Admission includes Tournament 
play, Pizza and Beverages Courtesy 
of Angel City Brewery. Winners will 
be rewarded with prizes from our 
community partners. Not registered 
for AIDS/LifeCycle 2019? We’ll be 
raffling a bike to anyone who registers 

for AIDS/LifeCycle during Sunday 
Funday.

21 - Mon

Martin Luther King Jr. National 
Holiday and Day of Service- MLK 
Day Parade in Crenshaw District, 
contingents gather near MLK Blvd. 
and Western Ave, proceed to Leimert 
Park usually. Route may be impacted 
by construction for Crenshaw Metro 
light rail. 
https://kingdomdayparade.org/

22 - Tue

LA County Sheriff’s Civilian 
Oversight Commission will 
discuss and take action on 
draft  recommendations re: LASD 
cooperation with I.C.E. See Jan 8 for 
instructions on submitting comments. 
Note change in day & location, 9a-1p,: 
MTA HQ at Cesar Chavez/Vignes, 1 
Gateway Plaza, LA 90012. https://coc.
lacounty.gov/

5th District LAUSD Candidate 
Forum, 7–9p, SIJCC - Silverlake 
Independent Jewish Community 
Center, 1110 Bates Ave, LA 90029. 
Tickets: sijcc.net Co-sponsored by 
League of Women Voters. Special 
election to fill pivotal vacancy of 
LAUSD Board of Ed is Tue Mar 5. 
RSVP: https://sijcc.net/Community-
Events

23 - Wed

LAPD & LAFD: Readiness, Reform 
and Public Safety, Town Hall LA, 
11:30–1:30p, City Club LA, 555 S 
Flower Street, 51st Floor, LA 90071. 
Tickets: www.townhall-la.org. LAPD 
Chief Moore will be speaking.

Community Policing in the 21st 
Century to Reduce Conflict (CP21), 
hosted by CPOA Region X, 8a–5p, 
LA Port Police, 330 S Centre St, San 
Pedro 90731. Tickets: cpoa.org
Anticipate questions at both events.p. 5



24 - Thu

Racism and Reproduction — 
What black women need to know, 
KPCC In Person, 7–8:30p, LA84 
Foundation, 2141 W Adams Blvd, 
LA 90018. KPCC’s Priska Neely 
moderates Debbie Allen – owner and 
clinical director of Tribe Midwifery, 
Raena Granberry – mother, maternal-
child health advocate and program 
manager with Black Women for 
Wellness, and Dr. La Tanya Hines 
– OB-GYN, Kaiser Permanente. 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/553450935125582/

25 - Fri

Conmemoracion Genocidio/
Ethnocidio 1932, hosted by 
Centro Cultural Techantit, 5:30–9p, 
Mount Saint Mary’s University, 
10 Chester Pl, LA 90007. Over 
30,000 Indigenous Peoples Of 
El Salvador were massacred In 

January 1932. Mas de 30,000 
Personas Indigenas Originarios 
Fueron Masacrados en El Salvador 
en 1932. https://www.facebook.com/
events/264612474230175/

26 - Sat

 Faith and Race: Challenging the 
Culture of Criminalization; Faith-
Rooted Racism, 9a-4p, Holman 
United Methodist Church, 3320 W. 
Adams Blvd., LA 90018. Justice 
Not Jails’ Winter Conference won’t 
hide ugly truths. One goal is to 
spread understanding of “how the 
criminalization of people of color, mass 
incarceration, and immigrant detention 
grow out of white supremacist 
ideology and structural racism.” 
Scholar Kelly Lytle Hernandez will 
help unpack this. We will address 
faith, not just prophetic faith that 
struggles against white supremacy 
but bad faith—white Christianity, 
specifically—that has helped 
stigmatize and punish people of 
color. Info: lfoy@im4humanintegrigy.
org http://justicenotjails.org/faith-
rooted-racism/ Register: http://bit.ly/
FaithandRace2019 
 
Xochitl 4th Annual Conference, 
9a–5p, CSU Channel Islands, 
Oxnard, CA, Keynote Speaker: 
Raudel Banuelos. Chumash 
Opening Blessing/Singers/Dancers, 
Mexica Music, Mixteco Dancers, 
Hip Hop artists. Panel Discussion: 
Indigenous Solidarity in the Era of 
“Neo-Colonialism.” Alex Villalpando 
(CSULA), Casmali Lopez, Angelica 
Cardona (Omo Ache), Juan Carlos 
Blanco (Omo Ache), Sonya Zapien 
(MICOP), Veronica Valadez (Ehecatl 
Wind Philosophies), Moderator Lupe 
Carrasco Cardona, plus Workshops 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/365715817507016/

Official 2019 Skid Row Carnival 
of Love, 9:30a-4:30p, 5th St. & San 
Julian, LA. To volunteer: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/skid-row-carnival-
of-love-2019-tickets-50660805834 
Note: YOU MUST REGISTER FOR 
A FREE TICKET ON EVENTBRITE. 
Join us for The Wayfarer Foundation’s 
5th annual Skid Row Carnival of Love. 
We served 4,000 people experiencing 
homelessness during our 2018 
event. https://www.facebook.com/
events/2140684252632210/

Volunteer to work at the Pan African 
Film Festival (Feb. 7-18), 11a–2p, 
Strategy and Soul Center, 
3546 W Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd,, 
LA 90008, one block east of Crenshaw 
Blvd. On-line application: http://submit.
paff.org/forms/volunteer/

9th annual Poetry Of Venice 
Photography,  2-4p: panel discussion 
, 4-6p: Opening for Photo Show in 

Gallery, free admission. Gerry Fialka 
hosts a panel of award-winning 
Venice photographers, who explore 
landscapes of the human psyche 
and push pictorial representation 
beyond! Beyond Baroque, 681 
Venice Blvd Venice 90291. FREE. 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/250809242255419/

27 - Sun

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
International_Holocaust_
Remembrance_Day

Regional : Indivisible Guide 2.0, 
3:30-5:30p, Dupars, 214 S Lake Ave, 
Pasadena.  Launch of Indivisible 
Guide 2.0. Hosted by Indivisible 
Suffragists https://www.facebook.com/
events/2261475430805226/

15th Venice Film Fest, 6p, Beyond 
Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd, Venice 
90291. Films made in Venice: 6p 
Live music; 7p Rare old newsreels; 
7:30p Taylor Cox’s PULL (49 minutes) 
shares the insight of local Venice 
Beach residents; 8:30p, ROLLER 
DREAMS It’s 1984 and Venice 
Beach, CA, is at the epicenter of a 
pop culture explosion. Young people 
of color create a new phenomenon: 
roller dancing. But just as roller 
dancing flourishes, politics, money 
and gentrification conspire to take 
their dreams away. https://www.
facebook. com/rollerdreams/  With 
Sara Messenger (aka Sally 
Piano). https://www.facebook.com/
events/321609871994777/

Commemorating the 100th 
Anniversary of Rosa Luxemburg’s 
Assassination, 6-8p, Public School, 
951 Chung King Road, Chinatown, LA 
90012. See Jan 13 for more details. 
1. Intro by Lilia Monzo; 2. Reforming 
vs. totally uprooting capitalism, intro 

by Thonette Myking; 3. Spontaneity 
in revolution, intro by Kris Gardner. 
Sponsored by West Coast Chapter, 
International Marxist-Humanist 
Organization. More information 
and PDFs of  readings: <arise@
internationalmarxisthumanist.org>

Support Honduran Refugees, 
hosted by May Day Trans Queer 
Contingent, 6–8p, Central American 
Resource Center (CARECEN-LA), 
2845 W 7th St, LA 90005. http://www.
carecen-la.org/

28 - Mon

Laughtears Salon, 6-9p,  212 Pier 
Santa Monica free - politics, art, 
culture discussion, free

29 - Tue

From Red to Green - De Rojo a 
Verde, Support Park Equity Now 
Campaign with Promesa Boyle 
Heights, 9a–1p, at LA Board of 
Supervisors, 500 W Temple St, LA 
90012, Supervisors are set to approve 
the Measure A Implementation 
Guidelines. Turn out and speak 
in support of park equity in LA 
County. https://www.facebook.com/
events/914539908742450/

30 - Wed

Conversation with Mark Lilla, 
5-6p (free food at 4:30p), Ground 
Zero, USC, free. Center for the 
Political Future series of Political 
Conversations. Mark Lilla is a frequent 
contributor to the NY Review of 
Books, NY Times, and publications 
worldwide. In 2015 Overseas Press 
Club of America awarded him its prize 
for Best Commentary on International 
News in Any Medium. https://dornsife.
usc.edu/events/view/1493087/political-
conversation-mark-lilla/

Is the US Enabling Autocrats to 
Run the World? A Zócalo/UCLA 
Downtown Event, Moderated by 
Carol Giacomo, Editorial Board 
Member, The New York Times, 7:30p, 
National Center for the Preservation 
of Democracy, 111 N. Central Ave., LA 
90012. Trump openly favors autocratic 
rulers from Russia to Hungary to the 
Philippines to Saudi Arabia. What 
does it mean when the president 
sides with repressive regimes and 
withdraws from democratic alliances? 
What US actions strengthen 
authoritarians—and which might 
frustrate or weaken them? Director of 
UCLA Burkle Center for International 
Relations Kal Raustiala, Washington 
Post editor Karen Attiah, and UCLA 
poli sci Prof. Richard Anderson 
examine how the turn from promoting 
democracy abroad influences other 
governments.

Fred Korematsu Day of Civil 
Liberties: https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Fred_Korematsu

31 - Thu

Housing Justice In 
#UnequalCities Conference, 
6-8:30p, LA-CAN, 838 E. 6th St., LA. 
The Housing Justice in #UnequalCities 
Network, funded by the National 
Science Foundation, brings together 
research communities whose work 
analyzes key geographies of housing 
precarity (evictions, homelessness, 
displacement, segregation, 
informal settlements) and examines 
established and emergent practices 
of housing justice. RSVP by Jan. 
29: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/housing-
justice-in-unequalcities-conference-part-1-of-2-
registration-53847862406  #UnequalCities 
Conference continues at UCLA Luskin 
School of Public Affairs Fri, Feb 1, 
9a-6:30p.  RSVP at 
https://unequalcities.eventbrite.com.  
challengeinequality@luskin.ucla.edu

Change Links monthly mailing, 
distribution and planning meeting, 
7:30p, Peace Center, 3916 S. 
Sepulveda Bl, Culver City 90230. Dial 
22 for entry.

Upcoming events:

UCLA Institute of American Cultures 
Film Festival: Feb. 1, 11:30a-10p, 
James West Alumni Center, 375 
Westwood Plaza, UCLA. Celebrating 
50 Years of Ethnic Stories on Screen 
by UCLA Alumni. The festival will 
include features, documentaries, 
shorts, and comedies presented by the 
UCLA American Indian Studies Center, 
Asian American Studies Center, Ralph 
J. Bunche Center for African American 
Studies, and Chicano Studies 
Research Center. All films followed by 
Q&A. https://chicano.ucla.edu/events/ucla-
institute-american-cultures-film-festival

Eric Garcetti speaking at Occidental 
College: A conversation on Sustainable 
Development Goals, Diplomacy, and a 
Plenary Panel on cities, Tues, Feb 5, 
10a, Choi Auditorium, Occidental College. 
Sponsor: McKinnon Center for Global 
Affairs, John Parke Young Initiative on 
the Global Political Economy. https://www.
oxy.edu/events/eric-garcetti-mayor-los-
angeles. Anticipate protests.
 

Pan African Film & Arts Festival, 
Feb. 7-18. http://www.paff.org/

Photo from prior year’s Pan African Film Festival

Photo from 1932 genocidal repression in El Salvador
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UTLA STRIKE
...Continued from p.1

district into 32 “networks.” This 
so-called portfolio model has 
been unsuccessful in many cities, 
including Newark, New Orleans, and 
Indianapolis, where it has increased 
school closings, deepened segregation 
and disparities between schools, and 
compromised learning conditions.
      “As was demonstrated when more 
than 50,000 people marched through 
the streets of LA on December 15, if 
we strike, it will be a strike for our 
students, a strike with our parents, 
and a strike for educational and racial 
justice,” Caputo-Pearl said. “We have 
watched underfunding and the actions 
of privatizers undermine our schools 
for too long. No more. Our students and 
families are worth the investment, and 
the civic institution of public education 
in L.A. is worth saving.”

...Continued from p. 1

have recently been curtailed by the 
Nicaraguan government, is because 
of their support of various criminal 
activities designed to overthrow the 
government. Their accountability to the 
law was long overdue. The same goes 
for several TV stations (funded largely 
by NED), the internet news outlet 
Confidencial (funded by the NED), 
and La Prensa (funded by NED) which 
have openly supported opposition 
“terrorist” activities (yes, that is 
correct), something that would never 
be tolerated in the US or in virtually 
any country. Many of the hundreds 
participating in dozens of murders, 
arsons, destruction of buildings, 
tortures, and destruction of equipment 
(including over 50 ambulances), etc., 
committed by Opposition members, 
are fortunately now on trial or in jail. 
Over 200 fugitives remain in Costa 
Rica.
     It is also ironical, that those people 
in the US who are so condemnatory of 
the Nicaraguan government, remain 
comfortably removed from the terror 
campaign, April-July, which was 
awful as I can attest as a resident, 
while I was forced to read and view, 
with rage and anger, the spew of 
scripted lies day after day on social 
media, and major media outlets, not 
based on any actual investigative 
reporting. Ironic, because the US 
is one of the most oligarchic, non-
democratic countries on the planet, 
and its citizens possess no legal 
or moral authority to judge others. 
The US possesses the largest prison 
per capita population in the world, 
with 80,000 prisoners in solitary 
confinement; it produces the most 
waste and pollution; it has military 
troops in 150+ countries, and war  
planes and ships everywhere; it is 
the wholesale terrorist force on the 
Planet. It has on average 3 citizens a 
day murdered by US police; it has a 
president who has been accused by 
over 15 women of sexual misconduct/
assault, a president who lies multiple 
times each day; it is a country where 
student debt keeps graduates in a kind 
of servitude for life to the banks; it has 
thousands of homeless living in tents 
and abandoned cars in virtually every 
city; it is a country without accessible 
health care for millions of its 
citizens; etc. It has a political election 
process unreliable due to systematic 
voter suppression, gerrymandered 
Congressional districts every ten 
years, privatization of the voter 
counting process, while the process 
itself is literally owned by the millions 
and billions of dollars of the rich and 
mighty, headed by the
military industrial complex that 
makes obscene profits on intervening 
everywhere.
      So, Nicaragua is an easy center of 
focus. If any one of us, or any other 
Central American government, was 
subjected to the intense efforts to 
destroy us, or any country, then one 
can predict the likely consequences.
      Neighboring Honduras has not 
yet recovered from the 2009 US 
sanctioned coup of President Zelaya. 
The fear and the repression there is 
horrendous, but it seems that with 
those in the US, including in the 

government, nobody gives a shit? The 
NICA Act should be the HICA Act for 
Honduras instead of Nicaragua.
      But Honduras is a safe Cry Uncle 
government, despite the fact that the 
people live in constant fear.
And the idea of name calling people as 
usual is not helpful in the discussion. 
Catherine Cusic, who has called 
Camilo Mejia a liar, has called me 
several times as an idiot - then, in the 
past, and now.  Not too constructive 
for healthy debate.
     When will the issue of US 
imperialism be taken seriously, and 
a recognition that the US political 
economy is so destructive it is on 
a path to destroy the planet? And, 
yet, the most progressive country in 
Central America (where there really 
is NOT repression) - Nicaragua 
-  with no friends in the Senate or 
House of Representatives, very little 
support in the solidarity community, 
and only supported by the ALBA 
countries of Cuba, Venezuela, and 
Bolivia, is targeted for destruction. 
Lies, lies, more lies. Disgusting  
beyond disgusting. The truth as I 
have documented is virtually the 
exact opposite of what most social 
media and major media organs spew 
as if reading from a script. Joseph 
Goebbels, Hitler’s Propaganda 
Minister, is famous for saying that 
a lie told enough times becomes the 
truth. Goebbels principle has come 
once again to haunt Nicaragua. And 
the US govt. has spent millions of 
dollars through NED, US AID, NGOs, 
etc., at least since 2014, getting ready 
for the overthrow of a progressive 
government, primarily because it IS 
progressive compared to the other 
Central American governments. 
It is not a Cry Uncle government. 
And despite the lies, the Sandinista 
government remains popular with 
a majority of the people, similar to 
Assad in Syria despite intense western 
media propaganda against him.
      So, Libya, The Ivory Coast, the 
Ukraine, Venezuela, Russia, and on 
and on, are touted as enemies, subject 
to the “exceptional” US to seek their 
overthrow to “correct” matters,  if 
they haven’t already succeeded. It 
is interesting that Trump’s fanatical 
security adviser, John Bolton, 
has identified the Troika of Cuba, 
Venezuela, and Nicaragua (and soon 
Bolivia) to be targets as threats to 
the national security of the US. So 
preposterous yet it is official US 
policy.
      Astonishing, absurd, and criminal. 
So continue, folks, focusing on 
the issues you have with Ortega-
Murillo, while the US continues on 
an uncontrolled imperial savagery. 
Meanwhile, feel smug with your 
support of “humanitarian intervention” 
by the most dangerous country on 
Earth.

Join the debate on Facebook: 

<https://www.facebook.
com/CounterPunch-

official-172470146144666/>

LIES ABOUT NICARAGUA

      Despite the Supreme Court Janus 
decision, which ended “agency fees” 
(requirement that non-members pay 
for collective bargaining contract 
representation and coverage), and 
which was intended to dismantle public 
employee unions by encouraging “free 
riders” who would pay no dues, UTLA 
has its highest percentage ever of dues-
paying members among the teaching 
and counseling staff. Members voted to 
increase their dues last year. The union’s 
approach to social unionism, raising 
issues of community needs, social 
and emotional support for students, 
and an end to racist random searches 
of students, has galvanized not only 
its own membership, but community 
support from those who recognize the 
vital role public education plays. 
     If you oppose the efforts of LAUSD 
and the development billionaires who 
tried to buy control of the school board 
to privatize the schools, supporting 
the teachers’ strike is a must. Last 
year’s teacher strikes in several “red” 
(Republican) states like West Virginia 
transformed the landscape. The UTLA 
strike, possibly paired with one in 
Oakland, may do the same to deep 
“blue” (Democratic) California, where 
the Dems have yet to act against charter 
privatization or to provide adequate 
public school funding.

Amazon’s sweat-
shop culture:

World’s richest man 
faces global pushback
by Muffy Sunde
http://socialism.com/fs-article/amazons-sweat-
shop-culture-worlds-richest-man-faces-global-push-

back/
     Amazon, known for a vast assortment of 
goods and services, quick delivery and low 
prices, is among the top online retailers in 
the world. It has giant warehouses across 
the U.S., Europe, India, China, and Japan. 
     On top of this empire sits Jeff Bezos, 
the world’s richest man, who can’t think of 
anything better to spend his vast wealth on 
but space travel. Now, growing rebellion 
among Amazon’s warehouse workforce 
reveals that the global delivery system is 
based on sweatshop conditions and union 
busting. 
     Lowering labor standards worldwide. 
Amazon’s size gives it unprecedented 
power over wages and working conditions 
wherever its warehouse, technology and 
manufacturing hubs operate. In return for 
jobs, cities offer concessions worth bil-
lions, and raid public coffers to do it. But 
a 2016 investigation found that Amazon 
actually displaced almost 150,000 more 
jobs than it created and paid an average of 
15 percent lower wages than comparable 
jobs in 11 metro areas. This June, Amazon 
bullied Seattle’s elected leaders into can-
celling a small tax on the city’s wealthiest 
businesses to fund homeless housing and 
services.

     The overwhelming majority of Amazon 
workers toil in its huge network of giant 
warehouses. Despite highly touted and 
relatively well-paid tech jobs, the median 
yearly wage of an Amazon worker is less 
than $30,000 a year.
     Conditions at Amazon’s Eagan, Min-
nesota, warehouse near Minneapolis mir-
ror those around the world. These workers, 
who are mostly Somali immigrants, de-
scribe brutal conditions. 
     Employee Hibaak Mohamed told this 
reporter that it “can be 15 degrees with no 
heat in the winter, no air conditioning in 
summer. People collapse on the job from 
exhaustion and run constantly to keep up 
with the [production] rate.” She says, “We 
are there for ten and a half hours, have one 
unpaid thirty-minute lunch break, and one 
thirty-minute paid break to reach the re-
stroom across the entire warehouse. When 
you arrive, it’s so crowded you can’t get 
in.”
     “Productivity is measured every 60 min-
utes. At the end of the hour, the ‘winner’ 
on your line is broadcast — the person 
who worked fastest. If you don’t hear your 
name in three days, you are in trouble, you 
get written up and you can get fired the 
next time.” 
     Mohamed says “The biggest problem 
people suffer from is depression and stress. 
Once off your job, you cannot sleep for 
worrying about the next day.”
     In 2018, The National Council for Occu-
pational Safety and Health named Amazon 
number one on its list of “dirty dozen” em-
ployers. Seven workers have been killed at 
U.S. Amazon warehouses since 2013. 
Journalist James Bloodworth, author of 
Hired: Six Months Undercover in Low 
Wage Britain, worked for a month at an 
Amazon “fulfillment center” in England. 
He recounted that the warehouse he worked 
in was “what I imagine the atmosphere of a 
low security prison would feel like. … We 
had to be drug and alcohol tested before we 
started work. … We had to pass in and out 
of giant airport-style security gates every 
time we even went to the toilet.” The book 
describes having to get a product from the 
shelves onto delivery bins in twelve sec-
onds, repeatedly over a ten-hour day, or 
be fired. Workers called ambulances 115 
times in three years.    See “Amazon,” p. 8p. 7

Upside-down Frown

State requirement: 
1% of annual budget

Average district in CA: 
5% of annual budget

LAUSD: 27% of annual budget: 
$1.9 billion dollars
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MOVE TO AMEND Video Resource:
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constitutional rights issue and Move to Amend. 
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Move to Amend Local meeting: Last 
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Grounds Coffee & Tea,  5371 Alhambra 
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...Continued from p. 7
     Amazon profits off equally bad conditions at its suppliers. China Labor Watch sent 
inspectors to Hengyang Foxconn, manufacturer of Amazon’s Kindles, Echo Dots and 
tablets. The group reports that 40 percent of the workforce is contract labor, paid less, 
denied overtime pay, given less safety training, and laid off in the slow season. Subcon-
tractors don’t pay legally required social insurance for contract workers. 
Revolt: international and growing
     Amazon implements an aggressive anti-union culture and hires the biggest union 
busting firms available. But unionized Amazon workers in Italy and Germany struck 
over pay and work speedup in November 2017. Italian unions won the first collective 
bargaining agreement ever with Amazon and German workers got pay increases and 
safety improvements.
     That was followed by coordinated strikes and slow-downs on Amazon Prime Day this 
year by thousands of workers in Spain, Germany and Poland. Several years of cross-bor-
der meetings built these actions.
Amazon’s entry into the grocery business with its purchase of Whole Foods has led 
unionized grocery chains to demand healthcare and benefit concessions from their 
workers. But Whole Foods employees have announced a union drive with the support 
of the Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union.

TURNING AROUND AMAZON’S
SWEATSHOP CULTURE

     The Awood Center, a community organization in Minneapolis, supports workers at 
Amazon’s Eagan warehouse and has organized publicity to expose Amazon’s abuse of 
warehouse and delivery workers. Despite the lack of union representation, the Awood 
Center has mobilized support from the region’s Somali community and the general 
public to advocate for Amazon workers. 
     Worker Mohamed described their strategy as “going to Amazon directly as a group, 
so we won’t get fired on the spot.” When asked their demands, she replied, “slow down 
the rate, install air conditioning, hire competent management.” She added that although 
there has been widespread publicity over a worker fired because she couldn’t maintain 
the grueling production goals while fasting for Ramadan, she has not been rehired.
Next Steps
     Only aggressive union organizing can make a difference in conditions at this behe-
moth. Continuing international cooperation and community mobilizing are vital. The 
outcome of the Whole Foods union drive will be important, too. It will take upping the 
ante to stop Amazon’s union-busting model, especially in the USA. 
      In a Labor Day interview, radical filmmaker Boots Riley gave some excellent advice 
to organizers, “We need to get to the level where we can shut down industry, and … go 
straight to the puppet masters. … The Taft-Hartley laws make it so you can’t do solidar-
ity strikes. And the reason why … is because they’re effective. And so, we need a labor 
movement that’s going to break those laws.” 
      He’s right. And it is really time to get to work.

Spotlight on An Exemplary Activist:

Woodrow Coleman
      He was born Jan. 14, 1934 in Texarkana TX, the oldest son of Aubrey 
and Olilah Coleman. He had four younger brothers, two of whom have sadly 
passed away.
     Woodrow was born during the Great Depression in segregated Jim Crow 
territory. His father worked on the railroad; his mother did housework and 
childcare for white families. He grew up in a neighborhood with lots of 
extended family. His later childhood was marred by his mother’s poor health, 
hospitalized over a year for TB away from her family.
     As the oldest, Woodrow worked from a young age. Segregation and racism 
cut him deeply. He would refuse to go to the rear door of a diner to get food to 
go no matter how hungry he was. After a serious dispute with an employer, he 
decided to leave Texas. In LA circa 1955, work and community was possible 
for a young Black man.
     As the civil rights movement started 
making changes in the South, the same 
was happening in LA.  Woodrow 
got involved with CORE (Congress 
of Racial Equality). Two major 
issues they took on were equality in 
employment and housing. They used 
numerous tactics similar to those 
employed in the South.  Many don’t 
know how segregated LA was by 
racist housing covenants, dictating 
who could or couldn’t live in certain 
areas. They picketed and “died-in” 
at segregated developments. When 
businesses wouldn’t hire “Negroes”, 
CORE picketed until some of that was 
changed. Woodrow and others started 
a new organization when they felt 
CORE was not militant enough.
     His activism didn’t end in the ‘60s; his awareness of the importance of 
working in wide coalitions with poor, working class and people of color 
throughout the area has brought him into many organizations.
     Woodrow was married for four years to Bonnie Coleman, they have one 
son and two grandchildren. As he reaches 85, you’ll still see him passing out 
leaflets, engaging in dialogue, marching in demonstrations and participating in 
the on-going struggle for social justice. His commitment is exemplary to many 
and younger generations. Happy birthday, Woodrow!

Email us at changelinks2@gmail.com to nominate your candidate for exemplary activist!


