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                  STOP THE WARS!                          PEACE, JUSTICE AND EQUALITY FOR ALL!

More Information About 
These and Other Events in 
Calendar, beginning p. 3:

Jun 5 LA Police Commission 
Mtg on Date-driven Policing

Jun 6 Candlelight Vigil 
against police murders

Jun 8 WeHo Dyke March

Jun 10 Gay Pride Parade

Jun 16-17 Juneteenth 
Festival, Leimert Village

Jun 17 Fathers Day at Mens 
Central Jail

Jun 21 Summer Solstice

Jun 22 AfroSocialists & 
Socialists of  Color happy hour

Jun 23 LA Cultural Festival 
and Hollywood Parade

Jun 29-30 Animal Rights 
Conference

“Top-2” Primary June 5
Since 2010, Californians have an “open direct primary” election for all state offices, in 
which all candidates regardless of party are on the same ballot, and only the top two 
vote-getters appear on the November general election ballot, when many more people 
vote. This effectively bars “third party” candidates from the general election and can 
even result in two Dems or two GOP candidates facing off in the fall. Now may be your 
only chance to vote your conscience. A number of propositions are also on the ballot.

US “Masterstroke” 
Against Venezuela 
[Excerpts] by Stella Calloni
     The US and its partners are quietly 
preparing a brutal “Plan to end the 
dictatorship of Venezuela”: the 
“Masterstroke.”  The document, labeled 
“Top Secret” and dated Feb. 23, 2018, 
is available on-line here: http://www.
voltairenet.org/article201100.html.
    This plan is already underway. Its 
first part began before the Venezuelan 
elections. If they don’t succeed in 
overthrowing President Maduro with 
this new offensive, which will include 
the use of the whole propaganda and 

media apparatus available to them 
plus violent actions in “defense of 
democracy,” they will implement Plan 
B. It will bring in several countries 
to launch a “multilateral force” to 
intervene militarily. [Ed.: Maduro won 
the May 20 election.]
      Panama, Colombia, Brazil, 
Guyana are all key components of the 
military operation, with the support of 
Argentina and “other friends,” under 
Pentagon control. They already have 
made preparations on the bases they 
now occupy in the countries that border 
Venezuela with hospitals and centers to 
collect provisions for their soldiers.
      All this is specified in an 11-page 
document, which bears the signature 
of Admiral Kurt Walter Tidd, current 
commander in chief of the US Southern 
Command [SouthCom].
      The document analyzes the current 
situation ratifying the war being waged 
against Venezuela, but also the perverse 
scheme of psychological warfare that 
justifies the persecution, harassment 
and criminal lies that are used not 
only to end the popular leaders but to 
subjugate the peoples of the region. 
      Referring to the current situation 
in Venezuela, the Plan mentions that 
the “Chavista Venezuelan dictatorship 
is shaken as a result of its internal 
problems, with the great shortage 
of food, the exhaustion of income 
from external sources of money and 
unbridled corruption, which has 
diminished its international support. 
This had been won with petrodollars, 
but now the national currency is in a 
steady decline.” 
       They assume that this scenario, 
which they admit having created 
themselves, with a terrifying impunity, 
will not change. In this case they 
justify their actions affirming that the 
Venezuelan government will resort to 
new “populist” measures to conserve 
power.
       It is amazing where they place the 
opposition that the US itself handles, 
advises and pays. 

See: “Hands Off Venezuela,” p. 7

James Cone: Father of 
Black Liberation Theology
[col. writ. 4/29/18] © 2018 Mumia 
Abu-Jamal
     James Cone was a small man, as in 
short of stature; but he was great in mind 
as a theologian and scholar. And after 
the emergence of the Black Freedom 

Movement of the ‘60s, he shocked the 
world with his seminal work Black 
Theology, where he wrote; “God is 
Black.”
     Professor Cone wasn’t the first to say 
that, for, decades before he did so, scholar 
Arthur Huff Fauset wrote Black Gods 
of the Metropolis, published originally 
in 1944, detailing Black religious 
movements in US Northern ghettoes.
     Professor Cone’s work, enlightened by 
the Black Freedom movement, led him to 
write:

            God is black…There is no place 
in black theology for a colorless God 
in a society where human beings suffer 
precisely because of their color. The 
blackness of God means that God has 
made the oppressed condition God’s own 
condition. --James Hal Cone, author: A 
Black Theology of Liberation, 2nd ed. 
(1986)

     Cone’s ideas came to fruition in Black 
Christian nationalist communities across 
America, who saw the Divine at work in 
the Black Freedom Movement.
     Cone’s boldness was matched by 
his brilliance, and his writing was both 
liberating and revelatory. In 1991, 
Cone published Malcolm and Martin in 
America, which examined the ideas of 
Martin L. King, Jr., and Malcolm X, and 
their impacts on America.

See: James Cone,” p. 8

State Propositions on June 5 Ballot
https://lwvc.org/vote/elections/ballot-measures

PROPOSITION 68: Authorizes $4 billion in general obligation bonds 
funding parks, natural resources protection, climate adaptation, water 
quality and supply, and flood protection
PROPOSITION 69: Requires that certain new transportation revenues 
be used only for transportation purposes and generally prohibits the 
Legislature from diverting funds to other purposes.

See: “Ballot Propositions,” p. 7
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JusticeLA Fights 
Jail Expansion Plan

Crucial June 11 Petition Deadline for Ballot Measure
By Jason David, White People 4 Black Lives [Excerpts]

http://justicelanow.org/op-ed-justicela-fights-la-countys-jail-expansion-plan/
     The LA County Board of Supervisors has approved a jail expansion plan that 
will cost an estimated $3.5 billion. That is an extraordinary amount of money 
to waste on the caging of human beings, especially when we can invest those 
resources into providing greater access to affordable housing, jobs, health care, 
public education, and healthy food — critical elements that serve human needs 
and prove not only impactful on lowering recidivism rates, but promise far greater 
safety for all in the long run.
     People of color, especially black people, who are disproportionately targeted 
and devastated by our current commitment to mass incarceration, have been 
fighting on behalf of their own well-being and the safety of their families and 
communities. It is time that white people, and especially wealthy and middle-
class white people, see that the fight against mass incarceration and criminal 
injustice is our fight as well.

     As Ibram Kendi points out in his history of racist thinking in the US, Stamped 
From the Beginning, dominant groups don’t perpetuate or support oppressive 
systems primarily because of hatred or ignorance — we do so because we 
believe those systems benefit us and we have internalized racist ideas that justify 
inequities. I can admit that my own perception has been severely distorted when 
it comes to crime and safety. For too long I have internalized negative portrayals 
of people of color as dangerous and believed “tough on crime” policies have 
made me safer.
     But we do, however, now have an urgent, time-sensitive opportunity   to act in solidarity 
with communities directly impacted by these discriminatory and dehumanizing jail 
systems. [Ed: JusticeLA is circulating petitions for a ballot measure that would empower 
the Sheriff’s Department Civilian Oversight Commission to study how much of the money

See: Fight Jail Expansion,” p. 7
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Editorial Staff: Nia Asante, Terrie Brady, Donna Buell, 
Uncle Don B. Fanning, Greg Foisie, Sheila Goldner, Jeff 

Hirsch, Ray Jones, Michael Novick,  Dean Ruby, Ron 
Spriestersbach, David Troy & others.

Deadline for articles and ads is the 15th, 
deadline for calendar items is the 20th 

of the month before publication. 

Material in Change-Links is licensed under Creative 
Commons, unless copyright by the author, and may be 

used with permission and attribution to Change-Links or the 
original author or source.

Change-Links is a non-profit under the fiscal sponsorship 
of the Alliance for Global Justice (AFGJ). Donations of $250 

and above are tax deductible. Just send a check to our    
P.O. Box made out to: AFGJ/Change-Links. 

This is an independent collective activity. We welcome your 
involvement to keep the paper and website alive. Views 

expressed in Change-Links are those of the authors, and 
not necessarily those of Change-Links, its volunteers, or 

sponsors. Letters of comment are welcome! 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
If you can help collect items for the monthly calendar, do 
print layout or handle a wordpress website, or do copy 
editing and proof-reading -- Change Links needs you! 

Please email changelinks2@gmail.com to volunteer and 
learn more. We hope you will step up if you value the paper! 

Our next meeting is Wed., June 13, 7:30pm, 
by conference call to plan the July 2018 
issue. The last weekend each month, we 
gather at the Peace Center on Thursday 

at 7:30 PM for a mailing and bundle-
distribution party and a discussion about 

the following month’s issue. The next such 
meeting will take place Thurs., June 28, to 
distribute the July issue, and discuss the 

August issue. To get involved, call or email 
as below.

We have poetry  in each issue; send submissions to:
changelinks2@gmail.com. Please include a bio & 

photo.

Submit articles, preferably in .doc format, to: 
changelinks2@gmail.com.

Calendar items to same address, (Change-Links calendar 
item in subject line); include title of event, day, date, time, 

location, fee if any, a short description, contact information 
for sponsors, and a small jpg graphic if you have one. 

Please spell out all words and capitalize street names, etc. 

A $5 donation for calendar items is appreciated. 
Payable to AFGJ/Change Links at the address 

below:

Change Links 
P. O. Box 34236 

Los Angeles, CA 90034-0236    
Phone: (951) 638-9259

E-mail: changelinks2@gmail.com 
Web Site: http://www.change-links.org

Change-Links Monthly Poetry Corner
“A LETTER TO EFFORT”

by Nia Asante [Excerpts]

Dear Effort,

Long time no see, old friend!
We’ve really missed you a lot.

Effort,
haven’t you been bored lately? I’m sure you have.
That’s why I’m writing you this letter.
Effort, we really need your help now
more than ever!

It’s just so difficult getting folks to embrace you in 
order to get things done.

Oh, and how are your cousins,
Intercept and Intervene? Are they still on vacation?
Effort, you know when you three get together... 

Whoo hoo! It’s magic!

C’mon,
Effort! We can make real changes with you 
guys! We can make history...

It doesn’t take much, Effort.
We truly hope to see more of
you. Don’t be a stranger, ok?

Love Always,
Mankind

Nia Asante is a staff member with Change 
Links, a Black woman activist originally 
from the US South. She has published 
articles in C-L previously, but this is her first 
published poem.

The CIA/Military Democrats 
[excerpts] by Patrick Martin https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2018/03/07/dems-m07.html

       An extraordinary number of former intelligence and military operatives from the CIA, Pentagon, National 
Security Council and State Department are seeking nomination as Democratic candidates for Congress in 
the 2018 midterm elections. The potential influx of military intelligence personnel into the legislature has no 
precedent.
       If the Democrats capture a majority in the House on November 6, candidates drawn from the military-
intelligence apparatus will comprise as many as half of the new Democratic members of Congress. They 
will hold the balance of power in the lower chamber of Congress. Party leaders are recruiting candidates 
with a military or intelligence background for competitive seats where there is the best chance of ousting an 
incumbent Republican or filling a vacancy, frequently clearing the field.
       A case in point is Elissa Slotkin, a former CIA operative with three tours in Iraq, who worked as Iraq 
director for the National Security Council in Obama’s White House and as a top aide to John Negroponte, 
the first director of national intelligence. After her involvement in war crimes in Iraq, Slotkin moved to the 
Pentagon, where, as deputy assistant secretary of defense for international security affairs, her responsibilities 
included drone warfare, “homeland defense” and cyber warfare.

       The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 
(DCCC) has designated Slotkin as one of its top candidates, 
part of the so-called “Red to Blue” program targeting the 
most vulnerable Republican-held seats — in this case, the 8th 
Congressional District of Michigan, including Lansing.
       Democratic leaders are promoting CIA agents and Iraq 
and Afghanistan war veterans. At the same time, such people 
are choosing the Democratic Party as their preferred political 
vehicle. There are far more former spies and soldiers seeking 
Democratic nominations than Republican ones. 
       The 23rd CD in TX, which includes much of the US-
Mexico border, features a contest for the Democratic 
nomination between Gina Ortiz Jones, an Air Force 
intelligence officer in Iraq, who served as an adviser for US 
interventions in South Sudan and Libya, and Jay Hulings. 
The latter’s website describes him as a former national 
security aide on Capitol Hill and federal prosecutor, whose 
father and mother were both career undercover CIA agents. 
The incumbent Republican, Will Hurd, is a former CIA agent, 
so voters will have a choice of intelligence agency loyalists in 
both the Democratic primary and the general election.
       The Jones for Congress website shouts about her role 
as a spy, noting that after college, “Gina entered the US 
Air Force as an intelligence officer, where she deployed to 
Iraq and served under the military’s ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ 
policy” (the last phrase signaling to those interested that 
Jones is gay). She would later be invited to serve as a director 
for investment at the Office of the US Trade Representative, 
where she led the portfolio that reviewed foreign investments 
to ensure  they did not pose “national security risks.”
     The House is controlled by the Republicans, with 238 
seats compared to 193 Democrats. There are four vacancies. 
To reach a majority of 218 seats in the next Congress, the 
Democrats must gain 24 seats.
       The DCCC has designated 102 seats as priority or 
competitive, including 22 seats where the incumbents are not 
running again (five Democrats and 17 Republicans), and 80 
seats where Republican incumbents could be defeated in the 
event of a sizeable swing to the Democrats in November.
       The World Socialist Web Site reviewed Federal Election 
Commission reports by all Democratic candidates in these 
102 competitive districts, focusing on those who reported by 
the latest filing date, December 31, 2017, that they had raised 
at least $100,000 for their ‘war chest’. In addition, there a 
few where a candidate had less than the $100,000 cutoff, but 
was unchallenged for the nomination, or where last-minute 
retirement or resignation has led to late entry of high-profile 
candidates without an FEC report on file.

       The total of such Democratic primary candidates in the 
102 districts is 221. Each has a website with biographical 
details, which we collected and reviewed. Candidates 
with a record in the military-intelligence apparatus, 
civilian work for the State Department, Pentagon or 
National Security Council, do not hide their involvement, 
particularly in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. They 
regard working as a CIA agent in Baghdad, Army special 
ops assassin in Afghanistan, or planner for drone missile 
warfare as a star on their résumé.
     One quarter of all the Democratic challengers in 
competitive House districts have military intelligence,
State Department or NSC backgrounds, by far the largest 
subcategory of Democratic candidates. National security 
operatives (57) outnumber state and local government 
officials (45), lawyers (35), corporate executives, 
businessmen and wealthy individuals (30) and other 
professionals (19) among the candidates for nomination.
       Of the 102 primary elections to choose the 
Democratic nominees in these competitive districts, 44 
involve candidates with a military-intelligence or State 
Department background, with 11 districts having two 
such candidates, and one district having three. In most, 
the military-intelligence candidates seem likely to win 
nomination, and, if the Democrats win in the general 
election, would enter Congress as new members of the 
House of Representatives.
       There are some regional differences. In the Northeast, 
21 of the 31 seats targeted by the Democrats have 
military-intelligence candidates. This area, not the South 
or Midwest, has the highest proportion of military-
intelligence candidates seeking Democratic nominations. 
In the West, only 7 of the 23 targeted seats have military-
intelligence candidates, while in a half dozen seats the 
leading candidates are self-funded millionaires, mainly 
from the IT industry. There has been a wave of Republican 
retirements in California and wealthy people are bidding 
for these seats.
     The military-intelligence candidates are 
disproportionately favored by the party apparatus, 
encouraged to run in districts that are the most likely 
takeover targets. Military intelligence candidates account 
for 10 of the 22 districts selected for the most high-profile 
attention as part of the “red-to-blue” program. In some 
cases, military-intelligence candidates have amassed 
huge campaign war chests that effectively shut out any 
potential rivals. (Follow the header link for the full 3-part 
series with details on all the candidates.)
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Members of Stop LAPD Spying 
Coalition at Police Commission

-3-

On-Going or Continuing Events

Sundays, RAC-LA Food Program 
(La Programa Comida) Revolutionary 
Autonomous Communities, 1-5p, 
SE corner of Wilshire Bl & Parkview 
St, LA 90057, fruit and vegetable 
distribution. https://www.facebook.
com/raclosangeles/

Sundays, Serve the People LA, 
4-6p, Mariachi Plaza, 1817 E 1st St, 
LA (Boyle Heights) 90033. STPLA 
has weekly free food & clothing 
distributions (along with books, shoes, 
etc) every Sunday. We distribute 
food, engage the community in things 
happening around the neighborhood 
and city, learn about any grievances 
they may have and see how we 
can best address those grievances, 
invite them to community events, and 
provide legal services with the help 
from our friends at the LA Center 
for Community Law and Action 
https://servethepeoplela.wordpress.
com/2017/06/13/two-years-serving-
the-people-of-los-angeles-in-building-
community-power/

Tuesdays, Join Black Lives Matter 
LA, Stop LAPD Spying and allies 
at LA Police Commission meeting 
9:30a at LAPD HQ, 100 W. 1st St 
(may have to enter from 2nd & Main), 
9:30a Tuesdays to speak out against 
racist police murders with impunity. 
Check http://www.lapdonline.org/
police_commission for agenda and 
re-scheduling.

Tuesdays, Healthy Cooking for the 
Soul: Park Therapy: 10:30a-12n, 
Jesse Owens County Park, 9651 
S Western Ave, LA 90047. Every 
Tuesday til July 17. Nurturing Chefs 
LA working with UMMA brings 
healthy eating into Parks and 
Recreation. Every Tuesday come 
learn about healthier alternatives to 
our present diet. Bring your questions 
and your curious taste buds as 
we discover new ways to season 
food.https://www.facebook.com/
events/1626509150751861/

Tuesdays, Stop LAPD Spying 
Coalition http://stoplapdspying.org 
- see website for meeting locations 
and times. https://www.facebook.com/
stoplapdspying

Wednesdays, LA CAN Legal Clinic, 
6-7:30p, LA CAN, 838 E. 6th St. 
LA, CA 90021. Free Legal Clinic for 
Low-Income Residents. Must sign-
in before 6:15p. For more info, call 
213.228.0024

Fridays, ICUJP breakfast forum, 
7-9a, Immanuel Presbyterian 
Church, 3300 Wilshire Blvd., L.A. 
90010. Donation. Recent topics have 
included ending nuclear war, peace 
with the Koreas, Syria, Guantanamo, 

drone warfare and domestic spying.  
Interfaith Communities United for 
Justice and Peace believes in raising 
awareness on issues and collectively 
raising our consciousness, and acting 
to create change. www.icujp.org. Bring 
a can of food for the food pantry.

Fridays, Los Angeles Poverty 
Department’s Movie Nights at 
the Museum, 7p, Skid Row History 
Museum and Archive, 250 S. 
Broadway, LA 90012. movienights@
lapovertydept.org

1st Friday of the month, LA FOR 
YOUTH has an assertive campaign, 
4- 6p, 1726 N. Spring St, LA 90013. 
E-mail: action@youth4justice.org 
Register: 323-235-4243

2nd Saturday monthly, Welcome 
Home L.A. 12n–2p, 1137 E. Redondo 
Bl, Inglewood 90302 (3 blocks 
west, 1 block north of Florence & 
Crenshaw). Free resource event to 
formerly incarcerated Men/Women/
Youth and their families, seeking 
reunification back to the community 
to rebuild their lives. Medical HIV-
STD Info, Waivers for I.D. & Birth 
Cert., Clothes-Interview attire, Bus 
Pass, Hot Meal, Access to other orgs 
providing services for Housing, Felon-
Friendly Employment, Mental health 
and much more ! Volunteers and 
donations welcomed. Email: jade@
youth4justice.org   424-285-5233 to 
check on location as YJC/Chuco’s 
Justice Center is moving in December 
www,facebook.com/welcomehomela/  
http://www.youth4justice.org/  http://
www.facebook.com/YouthJusticeLA/

Thru Jun 25:  The Poor Peoples’ 
Campaign: a national call for 
nonviolent moral direct action, weekly 
actions in Sacramento. https://www.
poorpeoplescampaign.org/  twitter: @
CaliforniaPPC
 
June 3-9: AIDS/Life-Cycle bicycle 
ride fundraiser from the Bay Area to 
LA. It’s a life-changing ride—not a 
race—through some of California’s 
most beautiful countryside. AIDS/
LifeCycle is co-produced by the 
LA LGBT Center and SF AIDS 
Foundation and is designed to 
advance their shared interest to 
reduce new HIV infections and 
improve the quality of life for people 
living with HIV/AIDS. As part of this 
event, 1000s participating as either 
Cyclists, Roadies, Volunteers, or 
Virtual Cyclists raise funds for HIV/
AIDS-related services and bring to 
light the fact that HIV AIDS is still a 

devastating disease in our society, 
particularly the LGBT community and 
communities of color. https://www.
aidslifecycle.org/

June 3-Sept. 2: Made in L.A. 2018 
Art Exhibition, the fourth iteration 
of the Hammer’s biennial exhibition, 
continuing to highlight artists working 
throughout LA and surroundings.  
Curated by  Anne Ellegood and 
Erin Christovale.  Comprehensive 
catalogue, and full roster of free public 
programming. 10899 Wilshire Blvd. LA 
90024, 310-443-7000, info@hammer.
ucla.edu

Thru Jun 9: Maya Women in LA: 
cross-generation photo exhibit, Las 
Fotos Project, 2658 Pasadena Ave, 
LA 90031. Empowers and inspires 
Guatemalan and Maya teenage girls 
to tell their own stories. Contact Jess 
Castillo 747-236-3170 or jess@
lasfotosproject.org

Thru Jun 9: Historieta: Works by 
Jose Lozano, Ave 50 Studio, 131 N 
Avenue 50, LA 90042, 323-258-1435 
www.avenue50studio.org Drawings, 
paintings and narrative tongue-in-
cheek works plus a new large piece, 
Chapultapec, based on the Mexico 
City park. His commissioned public art 
is on permanent display at Metro Expo 
La Brea station.

Fri 1

LA OLA Presents: Masterclass 
on Queer Film in Spain, Echo 
Park Film Center, 5p. Clara López 
Menéndez, an art worker practicing 
in the fields of curating, pedagogy, art 

criticism and performance, speaks. 
Among her recent projects is the 
critical evening series “It was quite a 
fiction”, organized with Suzy Halajian. 
She’s currently working with Andrew 
Kachel on “A New Job to Unwork At”, 
to be presented at Participant Inc. 
in NYC in August 2018. Followed 
by the screening: OCAÑA, AN 
INTERMITTENT PORTRAIT by 
Ventura Pons (1978, 85min, digital. In 
Spanish with English subtitles). EPFC, 
1200 N. Alvarado, LA 90026, 213-484-
8846.

Sat 2

Alliance of White Anti-Racists 
Everywhere AWARE-LA drop-in 
Saturday dialogue for anti-racist white 
people interested in a brave space to 
build understanding and solidarity and 
take responsibility for own struggles 
and contradictions. 1:30-4p, Santa 
Monica (later start than usual this 

month only). Contact awarela@gmail.
com  or check for AWARE L.A. on 
facebook for more information on 
location.

Made in L.A. 2018 Art Exhibit 
Opening Celebration, 8-11p, UCLA 
Hammer Museum. Free. Be among 
the first to see Made in L.A. 2018, 
enjoy music by Alima Lee and DJ 
LENGUA, and commemorate the night 
at our MVS Studio photo booth. Cash 
bars serve beer, wine, and specialty 
cocktails all night, with the Kogi food 
truck outside on Lindbrook Drive. 
Free and open to the public. Hammer 
members enjoy priority entry and a 
complimentary drink. There’s a friends 
and family of members preview the 
night before. 10899 Wilshire Blvd. LA 
90024, 310-443-7000, info@hammer.
ucla.edu

Sun 3

Ladies Car Care 301: Do Your 
Own Oil Change, 10a-1p, 
Automobile Driving Museum, 610 
Lairport St,, El Segundo 90245, 
$25. https://www.facebook.com/
events/163949887645762/

Lummis Days 13th annual festival of 
Northeast LA, June 1-3, Occidental 
College, York Bl & Ave 50, Lummis 
Home, Sycamore Grove, arts. poetry, 
music, dance and film-peace, culture 
& diversity.

Mon 4

Suzy Williams & Friends - JAZZ, 7p, 
Surfside, 23 Windward Ave, Venice 
90291, FREE.

Tue 5

Naksa Day https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Naksa_Day Anniversary of 1967 
Israeli occupation of West Bank and 
Gaza.

Special LA Police Commission 
meeting on “evidence-driven 
policing”, 9:30a, Dept. of Public 
Works auditorium in LA City Hall, Main 
St. between First and Temple.

Author talk: Cory Taylor, How Hitler 
Was Made, 7:30-9p, The Last Book 
Store, 453 S. Spring, LA 90013 (enter 
on 5th St). Focusing on German 
society immediately following World 
War I, this vivid historical narrative 
explains how Hitler rose from obscurity 
and used fake news to gain legitimacy 
in the political mainstream. How did an 
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obscure agitator on the political fringes 
of early-20th-century Germany rise 
to become the supreme leader of the 
Third Reich?  This book focuses on 
his formative period 1918-1924. The 
author, a veteran producer of historical 
documentaries, brings to life this era 
of political unrest and violent conflict, 
when forces on both the left and right 
were engaged in a desperate power 
struggle. Among the competing groups 
was a highly sophisticated network 
of ethnic chauvinists that discovered 
Hitler and groomed him into the 
leader he became. Based on archival 
research in Germany, England, and 
the US, this striking narrative reveals 
how the manipulation of facts and the 
use of propaganda helped an obscure, 
embittered malcontent to gain political 
legitimacy, which led to dictatorial 
power over a nation. Cory Taylor is 
an Emmy award-winning filmmaker 
of documentaries including JFK: A 
President Betrayed, which uncovers 
startling information about Kennedy’s 
back-channel efforts for peace. Taylor 
is a UCLA grad and longtime So Cal 
resident. 

Wed 6

McLuhan-Finnegans Wake Reading 
Club, 6p instead of usual Tuesday 
because of Election Day. (moved 
to Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice 
Blvd for 3 months, instead of the 
regular Marina Del Rey Library, 4533 
Admiralty  Way, MDR.)

You Are on Tongva Land: Mercedes 
Dorame, Angela R. Riley & Wendy 
Teeter, 7:30p, Hammer Museum, free. 
Artist Mercedes Dorame, a member of 
the tribe of Gabrielino Tongva Indians 
of California, joins Angela Riley, 
director of UCLA’s Native Nations 
Law and Policy Center, and Wendy 
Teeter, Fowler Museum archaeology 
curator, to discuss repatriation 
and land ownership in indigenous 
communities.10899 Wilshire Blvd. LA 
90024, 310-443-7000, info@hammer.
ucla.edu

Candlelight vigil for Eric Rivera, 
killed by LAPD one year ago today, 
7-9p, Wilmington Blvd. & Denni St. 
Eric, 20, was shot multiple times by 
two cops and run over by a police car, 
breaking his leg. He had a neon green 
plastic water pistol. The LA Police 
Commission recently ruled his murder 
“in policy.”

Thu 7

ENERGY: A Human History, 
presentation by Richard Rhodes, 
moderated by Lance Simmens, 7p, 
home of Jerry Manpearl and Jan 
Goodman, 939 San Vicente Blvd 
Santa Monica 90402. $25 includes 
dessert and coffee, Pay by cash or 
check at the door or pay in advance 
to:  Ilene Proctor, 9427 Charleville 
Blvd., Beverly Hills 90212 (PDLA and 
ADA members: $20). RSVP A MUST: 
ilenepr@sbcglobal.net

Fri 8

THE DYKE MARCH, 8447 Santa 
Monica Bl, West Hollywood, 6p - 
Gather & Pre-event Festivities, Live 
set with Claudette Sexy DJ, Protest 
Sign Making Workshop led by artist 
Julianna Parr (all materials provided!); 
7p - Guest Speakers & Rally, 7:45p - 
March Down Santa Monica Blvd. To 
San Vicente And Back Led by Nasty 
Women’s Drum Circle and SoCal 
Motorcycle Contingency for Equality; 
9p - Live Sets Claudette Sexy DJ, 
WASI, Kaleena Zanders and Niña 
Dioz. Motorcycles Encouraged! Ride 
the Free PickUP along Santa Monica 
Blvd. from 8p-3a 323-848-6510 or 
weho.org/pride https://www.facebook.
com/events/1688553661181486/

Sat 9

Welcome Home L.A. 12n–2p, 1137 
E. Redondo Bl, Inglewood 90302 (3 
blocks west, 1 block north of Florence 
& Crenshaw). Free resource event to 
formerly incarcerated Men/Women/
Youth and their families, seeking 
reunification back to the community 
to rebuild their lives. Medical HIV-
STD Info, Waivers for I.D. & Birth 
Cert., Clothes-Interview attire, Bus 
Pass, Hot Meal, Access to other orgs 
providing services for Housing, Felon-
Friendly Employment, Mental health 
and much more ! Volunteers and 
donations welcomed. Email: jade@
youth4justice.org   424-285-5233 
www,facebook.com/welcomehomela/  
http://www.youth4justice.org/  http://
www.facebook.com/YouthJusticeLA/

Stencil making workshop led by 
Ernesto Vazquez, 1-4p, Mercado La 
Paloma, Space is limited, so please 
RSVP: 310-397-3100 or admin@
politicalgraphics.org. Part of the CSPG 
exhibit: To Protect & Serve?  Five 
Decades of Posters Protesting Police 
Violence. On view daily: 8a-9p, thru 
July 15, Mercado La Paloma, 3655 S 
Grand Ave, LA 90007

Suzy Williams & Brad Kay in 
Van Nuys Noble House Concert, 
7:30p,  http://www.jrp-graphics.com/
noblehouse/ https://www.facebook.
com/events/1568124389970692/

Maya Women in LA: Closing 
reception and panel for cross-
generation photo exhibit, Las Fotos 
Project, 2658 Pasadena Ave, LA 
90031. 747-236-3170 or 

jess@lasfotosproject.org See ongoing 
events.

Sun 10

LA Gay Pride Parade, 11a–2p, Santa 
Monica Boulevard In West Hollywood 
(Between Fairfax and Doheny).

Transformative Justice - How it can 
change lives, 6-8:30p, Potluck supper 
at 6p, program starts 6:30p, Virginia 
Avenue Park, Thelma Terry Bldg., 
2200 Virginia Ave., Santa Monica 
90404. Free. 

Both the US criminal “justice” system 
and the disciplinary systems of US 
schools have long and continuing 
histories of treating African-Americans 
unfairly and unjustly.  Both systems 
are too concerned with punishing 
“wrong-doers” and too little concerned 
with improving people’s lives. One 
of the most promising alternatives is 
“transformative justice.” The Youth 
Justice Coalition (YJC) has pioneered 
its use to settle conflicts in schools 
and the wider community. YJC chief 
organizer Kim McGill will explain 
what transformative justice is, how 
it works, how it differs from other 
approaches, and how it may serve to 
build understanding and community. 
Part of an ongoing monthly workshop 
series sponsored by the Committee 
For Racial Justice. Co-sponsored 
by Virginia Ave. Park; the African 
American Parent, Staff, Student 
Support Group; and the Church in 
Ocean Park. For info, call Joanne at 
310-422-5431      

Mon 11

Tenant Rights Workshop hosted 
by Fair Housing Foundation, 
10:30a-12:30p, Downey Library, 
11121 Brookshire Ave, Downey 90241. 
Learn your rights and responsibilities 
as a tenant and how to protect 
yourself from discrimination and unfair 
practices. Space is limited, please call 
and RSVP. 800-446-FAIR, www.fhfca.
org

Tue 12

Dating + Meditating, Guided 
by Andrew Barrett, Hosted 
by Underground Unattached, 
7-8:30p,  Venice Apartments at 
Lincoln Place, 1050 Frederick St, 
Venice 90291 (Tuesdays, May 
22-June 26). Ticket Information 
www.undergroundunattached.
com https://www.facebook.com/
events/2090304977921148/

Wed 13

Change Links monthly planning 
meeting, conference call, 7:30-9p. 
RSVP to changelinks2@gmail.com for 
details if interested in volunteering.

Are The U.S. And Mexico Becoming 
One Country? Andrew Selee, 7:30p, 
National Center for the Preservation 
of Democracy, 111 N. Central Av, 
LA 90012. Is there a gap between 
rhetoric and reality when it comes 
to the relationship between the 
U.S. and Mexico? The rhetoric is all 
about separation. But the reality is 
two neighbors becoming even more 
intertwined in economic, cultural, and 
personal relationships. San Diego 
and Tijuana share an international 
airport, Guadalajara and Silicon Valley 
jointly develop technology, and Mexico 
has more influence than ever on 
US food, jobs and entertainment. To 
what extent are the U.S. and Mexico 
becoming one entity? Do today’s 
populist politics threaten to reverse the 
trend of deeper integration? Migration 
Policy Institute President Andrew 
Selee, author of Vanishing Frontiers: 
The Forces Driving Mexico and the 
United States Together, visits Zócalo 
to explain how and why the U.S. and 
Mexico keep getting closer, in spite of 
themselves.
http://www.zocalopublicsquare.org/
event/u-s-mexico-becoming-one-
country/

Thu 14

Health Care for All-LA:  No June 
Meeting.  IMPORTANT ACTION:  
SB562  has been shelved by one 
man, Speaker of the  Assembly 
Anthony Rendon, obstructing the 
democratic process. Please call the 
two offices of  Rendon daily and 
request he free SB 562 the Healthy 
California bill.   (562) 529-3250 and 
(916) 319-2063. Simply say something 
like, “I want Speaker Rendon to free 
SB562, the Healthy California Act 
today for a vote. It will save money 
and save lives. Thank you.”  Inform 
team leader Isaac if you have made 
calls  661-373-6084.  Rendon is up 
for re-election and his opponent in 
the June 5 primary is single payer 
advocate, Maria Estrada endorsed 
by Our Revolution: Maria4ad63@
gmail.com. Info on SB562: http://
www.healthycalifornia.org. http://www.
healthcareforall.org . Join the HCA-LA 
Mailing list: mcruised@aol.com.

Suzy Williams & Brad Kay House 
concert - Venice Canals area -$15- 
RSVP for location: 310 306 7330

Fri 15

No Ashes in the Fire: Coming of 
Age Black & Free in America- Darnell 
Moore, 7:30-9p, The Last Book Store, 

453 S. Spring, LA 90013 (enter on 
5th St). https://www.facebook.com/
events/168143753884979/ Join us as 
Darnell and his special guests, Janet 
Mock and Patrisse Cullors, discuss 
issues of race, sexuality, identity, 
class, and more. From a leading 
journalist and activist comes a brave, 
beautifully wrought memoir. When 
Darnell Moore was 14, three boys 
from his neighborhood tried to set him 
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on fire. They cornered him walking 
home from school, harassed him 
because they assumed he was gay, 
and poured a jug of gasoline on him. 
He escaped, but just barely. It wasn’t 
the last time he would face death. 
$29.50 to pre-buy the book,  $32.67 
for book and to reserve a seat.

Sat 16

Black Arts Los Angeles 9th Annual 
June Teenth Heritage Festival, 
11a-10p, Leimert Park Village, 43rd 
St. & Degnan Blvd. LA 90008. info@
blackartslosangeles.org, 323-412-
0811 https://afroinnovator.tech/
event/9th-annual-juneteenth-heritage-
festival/

MESS (Media Ecology Soul Salon), 
Poet & Artist Mike Mollett interview, 
2:30p - RSVP for location: 310 306 
7330 http://www.laughtears.com/
mess.html

“Freedom Now” Awards and 
Celebration, 5-8p, Los Angeles 
Community Action Network, 838 E. 
6th Street, LA 90021 (cross-street 
Gladys).

Music & Performance: Bloomsday 
2018, 7:30, UCLA Hammer Museum. 
James Joyce’s eyebrow-raising poetic 
language paints a vivid picture of 
a varied cast of characters on one 
summer day in Dublin. This year’s 
Bloomsday celebration features 
dramatic readings from Ulysses by 
veteran actors Sile Bermingham, 
James Lancaster, John Lee, Sonya 
Macari, and Johnny O’Callaghan, 
with Neal Stulberg accompanying 
singers Jared Jones and Kathryn 
Lillich on lively Irish songs. The 
celebration continues in the courtyard 
with Guinness and live Irish music by 
Rattle the Knee. Organized by Stanley 
Breitbard and directed by Darcie 
Crager. 10899 Wilshire Blvd. LA 
90024, 310-443-7000, info@hammer.
ucla.edu

Sun 17

KPFK Local Station Board meeting, 
10:30a-1p, Peace Center, 3916 S. 
Sepulveda Blvd., Culver City CA 
90230. Free parking in rear; dial 22 for 
entry. 2 periods of public comment.

Black Arts Los Angeles 9th Annual 
June Teenth Heritage Festival, 
11a-10p, Leimert Park Village, 43rd 
St. & Degnan Blvd., LA 90008. info@
blackartslosangeles.org, 323-412-
0811 https://afroinnovator.tech/
event/9th-annual-juneteenth-heritage-
festival/

Mon 18

Youth Leadership Dialogues hosted 
by Pico Youth & Family Center and 
Community IDEA, 4:30-6:30p, Pico 
Youth & Family Center, 715 Pico Blvd., 
Santa Monica 90405. Join a group 
of other youth who are interested 
in dialoguing about identities and 
developing communication tools, 
conflict resolution skills, and action 
planning. You can reach us at info@
communityidea.org with any questions 

or concerns. Every Monday during 
May and June. https://www.facebook.
com/events/336489580208011/

Tue 19

June ‘Teenth: anniversary of 
announcement of Emancipation 
Proclamation in Texas, June 19. 1865, 
during US Civil War.

Healthy Cooking for the Soul: Park 
Therapy: 10:30a-12n, Jesse Owens 
County Park, 9651 S Western Ave, LA 
90047.See On-going, page 3.

Wed 20

Screenings (Part of the film series 
The Black Book): The Landlord, 

7:30p, Hammer Museum. Written by 
visionary black filmmaker Bill Gunn 
and the first film of Oscar-winning 
director Hal Ashby, The Landlord is 
both a coming-of-age tale and a social 
satire. When wealthy, white Elger 
Winthrop Enders buys a tenement 
brownstone in 1960s Brooklyn, he 
plans to kick out its predominantly 
black residents but instead becomes 
entangled—personally, romantically, 
and very messily—in the lives of his 
tenants. (1970, dir. Hal Ashby, 113 
min.) Q&A with Tisa Bryant and Ernest 
Hardy follows the screening.10899 
Wilshire Blvd. LA 90024, 310-443-
7000, info@hammer.ucla.edu

Thu 21

Summer Solstice Garden Party 
hosted by The L.A.Trust for 
Children’s Health, 6-10p, at the Los 
Angeles River Center. Highlighting 
an evening of summer fun under 
the stars will be an artisanal buffet, 
cocktails, live music, dancing, roaming 

magicians, a silent 
auction and other 
activities. Tickets: 
www.commitchange.
com http:bit.ly/
sumsols18 For more 
than 25 years, The 
Los Angeles Trust 
for Children’s Health 
(The L.A. Trust) 
remains steadfast 
in its commitment to 

serve the 580,000 students of the 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
(LAUSD) and their families, providing 
them with access to physical, oral 
and behavioral health services, in 
addition to wellness supports to help 
them thrive. The Summer Solstice 
Garden Party is a fundraiser to raise 
awareness of and financial support 
for our mission to improve student 
health and increase readiness to 
learn through access, advocacy, and 
programs. https://www.facebook.com/
events/1764224330266460/

Fri 22

LA AfroSocialists & Socialists 
of Color Happy Hour hosted by 
DSA AfroSocialist and Socialists of 
Color Caucus, 6p, La Cita Bar, 336 
S Hill St, LA 90013. Join us for our 
very first happy hour dedicated to 
PoC with left leaning politics. Come 
vibe out with like minded individuals 
who believe that #blAcklivesmatter 
#nohumanisillegal and that our 
liberation is contingent upon our 
solidarity. New members, old 
members and non-members are all 
welcome. *This event is exclusively 
for PoC. https://www.facebook.com/
events/206556596627019/

Sat 23

Los Angeles Cultural Festival and 
Parade, 12n-9p, It’s an explosion of 
cultural fusion  representing our rich multi-
cultural society and celebrating diversity 
as One World & One People. A full day 
of celebration starting with a Parade on 
Hollywood Blvd and entertainment in our 
Carnival Cultural Village. Parade with 
people from the entertainment industry 
and be entertained in the village to the 

music, shows and dance to celebrity 
artists performing. Our Carnival Cultural 
Village will host a Grand Sound Stage with 
dance area, liquor garden, International 
Food Court, Arts & Crafts, Facilities etc. 
6800 Hollywood Blvd. LA 90028. Parade 
Route 10a-3p on Hollywood Blvd, between 
Western and Highland Ave. https://www.
laculturefestival.com/events-2/

Alliance of Middle Eastern 
Socialists forum on Iran, opposing 
Trump’s war plans, supporting 
current labor, women, and student 
protests, 3-5p, Peace Center, 3916 S. 
Sepulveda Bl, Culver City 90230. Dial 
22 for entry.

Sun 24

KPFK LSB Outreach Committee, 
12:30p, KPFK, 3729 Cahuenga Blvd. 
W., Studio City CA.

PULL (2018, 51 minutes), 8p, Beyond 
Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd, Venice 
90291, free. World premiere of Taylor 
Cox’s biographical documentary 
probes the will to pursue personal 
dreams through life’s tragedies and 
triumphs. (Cox present in person). 
Venice residents and artists listen 
to their inner voices and follow that 
invisible pull towards their desired 
essence. RIA LIVE CINEMA at 7pm - 
psychedelic multi-media art party.

Mon 25

Laughtears Salon, 6-9p, 212 Pier, 
Santa Monica, free - politics, art, 
culture discussion, 
http://www.laughtears.com/salon.html

Is Being True To Yourself An 
American Value? Bill Withers, 
7:30-9p, BP Hall at Walt Disney 
Concert Hall, 111 S. Grand Ave., LA 
90012. A Smithsonian/ASU “What 
It Means to Be American” Event  In 
association with The Music Center, 
Moderated by Gregory Rodriguez, 
Co-Director and Publisher, “What It 
Means to Be American”. “I prefer to 
be true to myself, even at the hazard 
of incurring the ridicule of others,” 

Frederick Douglass wrote, “rather 
than to be false, and to incur my own 
abhorrence.” In that statement lies a 
paradox: To be great in this country 
requires both the acquisition and the 
rejection of public adoration. The 
life and work of singer-songwriter 
Bill Withers might be testimony to 



LETTERS TO CHANGE LINKS
To Change Links:

     In the May issue, you carried an article promoting AB931 as a legislative 
effort to cut police killings. We urge caution about this bill, which has already 
been amended twice since submission. One key element is to look at the concept 
of “totality of circumstances.”  It is very much a part of the bill. You can see 
the bill as amended here: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.
xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB931 The key language in the official digest is: 
“This bill would make a homicide committed by a peace officer justifiable only 
if the use of deadly force by a peace officer was necessary given the totality 
of the circumstances [emphasis added], as specified, but would exclude those 
situations in which the gross negligence of the officer contributes to creating the 
necessity.”
     AB 931 is a slight shift in the use of deadly force standard, but the issue here 
is that policing practices like predictive policing, SARs (Suspicious Activity 
Reports) and others that are grounded in counter-insurgency policing inherently 
create the “necessary” standard by providing “data” that justify racial profiling.  
Furthermore court decisions such as the 2000 Supreme court decision on the 
designation of high crime area counts toward the suspicion necessary to justify a 
stop, search, or arrest.  Here’s the citation for that case:  Illinois v. Wardlow, 528 
U.S. 119 (2000) (holding that the characteristics of an area, such as whether it is 
known for crime, can contribute to the reasonable suspicion necessary to stop an 
individual found in that area).
     Predictive policing makes it even easier for police to justify stopping and 
searching persons hanging out at corners.  This will also lead to more use 
of deadly force by police.  Cops often justify their use of deadly force by 
emphasizing the threat they reasonably felt to their own safety during a street 
encounter. There’s also a case on that: Tennessee v. Garner, 471 U.S. 1 (1985) 
(holding that deadly force is constitutional when a police officer “reasonably 
believes that the suspect poses an immediate threat” either to the officer’s safety 
or to the safety of others). AB931 does not change that.
      Because the police will interpret behavior and view individuals more 
suspiciously when the algorithm predicts that the person, or the location, is 
crime prone, they may react more aggressively and use deadly force sooner than 
they might otherwise have done so. After the fact, the police are likely to argue 
that the predictive policing tools justified their fear and actions, and courts are 
likely to credit the fears of officer safety when finding that the police behaved 
lawfully.
     So in essence given predictive policing “hot spots” configuration, chronic 
offender bulletins, LASER and other programs, they are already walking into 
situations with the mindset of “necessary” that becomes “justifiable homicide.” 
      Lastly in principle do we want to support use of force and in many cases 
deadly use of force in any circumstances.  There are other issues too, but 
I wanted to share some initial thoughts.  Our fight needs to focus on the 
dismantlement of programs such as predictive policing, PredPol and LASER 
(Los Angeles Strategic Extraction and Restoration) which put a patina of science 
and objectivity on racial profiling. You can sign a petition to do so here: 

https://petitions.moveon.org/sign/lapd-must-rescind-predictive-1
In solidarity, 
Hamid Khan, 
Stop LAPD Spying Coalition

Change Links response: We value the work of the Stop LAPD Spying Coali-
tion, and appreciate the reminder rooted in your research of the limits of reform 
when systemic change is needed. We note LA’s supposed civilian oversight 
body just recommended a serial killer cop as a top candidate for LAPD chief. 
The LA Times reported, in a single throw-away line, that Asst. Chief Michel 
Moore had fatally shot two people in separate incidents earlier in his LAPD 
career, yet he was twice named a finalist for Chief, losing to Beck last time but 
again one of the top three forwarded to Garcetti by the Police Commission! 

To Change-Links Progressive Los Angeles News & Calendar:

     This piece of toilet paper you call a newspaper is the most racist, prejudicial, 
inflammatory, anti-American, communist propaganda I’ve ever seen. 
Fortunately, we live in America, so you can spout your ignorant banter without 
much retribution. But articles like, “free speech has limits” by Greg Foisie, is 
just totally hypocritical and completely ignorant, narcissistic, entitled, hater, 
cry baby, fascist and more over irresponsible. Does he suggest any solutions 
or provide sources for his prejudice? No, for that reason and many others your 
publication is hardly worthy of being used as toilet paper by your “oppressed” 
reader base.
      Contrary to your belief, nobody is literally oppressed in America, anyone 
can succeed if they have talent, skill set, persistence and unique abilities to get 
ahead. If you can’t, then stay in your lane and stop blaming others for your 
shortcomings... Nobody owes yoU!!!

Taylor J. Wright

Change Links response: Your denial of the reality of exploitation and 
oppression in the US does not justify your name calling. We reject your charge 
that we are racist or prejudicial, but we feel that your finding the paper “the 
most inflammatory propaganda you have ever seen” is quite a badge of honor. 
We are glad to have gotten under your skin.
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this peculiar reality. Withers was a 
working man from West Virginia who 
created iconic songs such as “Ain’t No 
Sunshine,” “Lean on Me,” and “Just 
the Two of Us” that define empathy 
and plain-spokenness. But he also 
was one of the few people in music 
history to walk away from a successful 
career and never look back. His story 
raises many questions. What is the 
real price of success? What sort of 
culture and life experience produces 
music that touches the soul? Withers 
discusses his life, his country, and the 
deeper meanings of his music. http://
www.zocalopublicsquare.org/event/
true-american-value/

Tue 26

Restraining Order Workshop/ 
Clinica para Ordenes de 
Restricción Bi-lingual English/
Spanish; biligue Ingles/Espanol; 
hosted by Domestic Abuse Center 
- Domestic Abuse Response Team, 
5-9p, 6240 Sylmar Ave, Van Nuys 
91401-2707. For Assistance with: 
Temporary Restraining Order 
paperwork, Preparation for DVRO 
Hearing, CalWORKs Screening, 
Domestic Violence Victim Advocacy, 
Resources and Referrals.
Para asistencia con: Papeleo 
temporal del orden de restricción; 
Preparación para la audiencia de 
las ordenes; Calificaciones para 
CalWORKs; Apoyo para victimas 
de violencia domestica; Recursos y 
referencias https://www.facebook.com/
events/122117948558398/ 
(818)904-1700.

Wed 27

99% Preservation and 1% 
Densification: A Case for Urban 
Density along the Wilshire 
Corridor, 7:30p, Hammer Museum, 
Conversations: Part of the series 
“Future L.A.: Engineering a Sustainable 
Supercity”. Architects Thom Mayne 
and Eui-Sung Yi of the Now Institute 
and Morphosis Architecture present 
a proposal for a high-density, 
interconnected urban community 
along L.A.’s iconic Wilshire Corridor. 
The plan accommodates the city’s 
anticipated population increase—1.5 
million people by 2050—by densifying 
less than one percent of its land. 
     Comparing Wilshire Boulevard 
to major streets in other global 
metropolises, including Barcelona’s 
Avenida Diagonal and New York’s 
Broadway, they model real-world 
responses to growth and transformation 
that offer more sustainable strategies 
for LA. Moderated by Mark Gold, 
UCLA associate vice chancellor of 
environment and sustainability. 10899 
Wilshire Blvd. LA 90024, 310-443-
7000, info@hammer.ucla.edu

Thu 28

Anniversary of Stonewall Rebellion 
in NY led by trans people of color 
that launched modern gay liberation 
movement.

Native Land, 7p, LA Worker Center, 
1251 S. St. Andrews Pl, LA 90019 
Paul Robeson narrates 1942 pro-
labor, anti-racist docudrama directed 
by Leo Hurwitz and Paul Strand. Marc 
Blitzstein composed the music. Part of 
Marx @ 200 film series. $9

Change Links monthly mailing 
and distribution meeting, Peace 
Center, 3916 S. Sepulveda Bl, 
Culver City 90230, dial 22 for entry. 
changelinks2@gmail.com

Fri 29

Animal Rights 2018 National 
Conference hosted by Farm 
Animal Rights Movement (FARM), 

9a-11p, Sheraton Gateway 
LA, 6101 W Century Blvd, LA 
90045, through July 1. Ticket 
Information: https://arconference.
org https://www.facebook.com/
events/408867792879669/ 

     With more than 175 speakers 
on 80+ panels, representing more 
than 100 vegan companies and 
organizations, #AR2018 is the place 
to be!

Sat 30

Animal Rights conference, see Jun 
29. Continues July 1.

8th Annual “Soulnic” music 
festival, 9a-7:30p, Hansen Dam, 
12201 Osborne St, Pacoima 91331. 
Another beautiful day of family 
fun...more details to come. Special 
guest Juliet Mendoza. www.soulnic.
tv, https://www.facebook.com/
events/377861086017284/



...Continued from p. 1
They anticipate that “the corrupt Maduro 
regime will collapse, but unfortunately the 
opposing forces that defend democracy 
and welfare of their people do not have 
sufficient power to put an end to the 
nightmare of Venezuela, because of their 
own internal disputes and corruption. They 
also lack roots that would allow them to 
take maximum advantage of this situation 
to pass over the state of poverty the left 
dictatorship has submerged the country 
into.” 
      What is frightening is that they refer 
to the government of Venezuela as “an 
unprecedented criminal action in Latin 
America.” That government has never 
acted against any of its neighbors and 
has extended an intense regional and 
worldwide solidarity. The US plan argues 
that what it calls democracy “extends to 
America, a continent in which radical 
populism was destined to take control.” 
Argentina, Ecuador and Brazil are cited 
as examples of this. This “rebirth of 
democracy” (as they call it) is supported 
by conditions of the region in their favor. 
This is the moment for the US to prove 
with concrete actions that it’s involved in 
a process in which “the overthrow of the 
Venezuelan dictatorship will surely result 
in a pivotal continental shift.”
       On the other hand, they encourage US 
President Donald Trump to act, considering 
that “this is the Trump administration’s 
first opportunity to demonstrate and carry 
forward its vision of democracy and 
security,” and to convince him that “his 
active participation is crucial, not only for 
the administration but for the continent 
and the world. The moment has arrived.” 
This means “intensifying the definitive 
overthrow of Chavism and the expulsion 
of his representative, undermining 
popular support” of the government and 
“to encourage popular dissatisfaction by 
increasing the process of destabilization 
and shortages” [in order to] “ensure the 
irreversible deterioration of its current 
dictator.” 
        The document signed by the head of the 
US Southern Command demands making 
the Maduro government unsustainable by 
forcing him to give up, negotiate or escape. 
Another goal is: “To obstruct all imports 
and at the same time discourage potential 
foreign investors” -- and here one can 
really see the goodness of the Empire -- “to 
contribute to making the situation of the 
population more critical.”
       They consider it important to 
“cause victims” and to point out that the 
Venezuelan government is responsible by 
“magnifying, in front of the world, the 
humanitarian crisis, to which the country 
is subjected”, using the lie of a generalized 
corruption of the rulers and “linking the 
government to the drug trafficking to 
discredit its image before the world and 
its domestic followers.” They also seek 
to “promote fatigue among the members 
of the PSUV “[Unified Socialist Party 
of Venezuela] inciting dissent among 
themselves, to break up relations with 
the government and so that they reject 
the measures and restrictions that also 
affects them and make them as weak as the 
opposition is, creating friction between the 
PSUV and Somos Venezuela.”

       Understanding that all the above can 
fail, and with evident contempt for the 
Venezuelan opposition, the Plan calls for 
“keeping steady the continuous fire on 
the border with Colombia, multiplying 
the traffic of fuel and other goods, the 
movement of the paramilitaries, armed 
incursions and drug trafficking, provoking 
armed incidents with the security forces 
on the Venezuelan Border”. Additionally, 
“Recruit paramilitaries mostly from the 
refugee camps in Cúcuta, La Guajira and 
Norte de Santander, areas widely populated 
by Colombian citizens who emigrated 
to Venezuela and have now returned, 
fleeing from the regime that intensified the 
destabilization between the borders between 
the two countries, using the empty space 
left by the FARC (Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia), the belligerents of 
the ELN (National Liberation Army) and 
the activities in the area  of the Gulf Cartel 
(paramilitary).” 
        The essence of the question is; “To 
obtain the cooperation and support of the 
allied authorities of friendly countries 
(Brazil, Argentina, Colombia, Panama 
and Guyana).  To organize the provisions 
of the troops, logistic and medical support 
from Panama.” We can see, it’s already an 
intervention scenario where it is proposes, 
“To advance the stationing of fighter 
jets and helicopters, armored vehicles, 
intelligence positions and special military 
logistics units of police, military officers 
and prisons. To develop the military 
operation under an international banner, 
sponsored by the Conference of Latin 
American Armies, under the protection of 
the OAS and the supervision, in the legal 
and media context, of its Secretary General 
Luis Almagro.”      
       The plan is to silence “the ever present 
symbolism of Chávez, his representatives 
and popular support and to maintain the 
harassment of the dictator as the sole 
individual responsible for the crisis in 
which he has submerged the nation” and 
his closest supporters, who will be accused 
of the crisis and the impossibility of 
leaving it.
       Regarding the media, the plan calls 
to increase within the country, through 
local and foreign media, the dissemination 
of messages designed and based on 
testimonies and publications originating in 
the country itself, making use of all possible 
capacities, including social networks, and 
on the other hand “call through the media 
the need to put an end to the situation 
because it is essentially unsustainable.”
       The document also states that “the 
US should support internally the American 
states that support it”, raise the image of 
those states and the “multilateral order of 
institutions of the inter-American system, 
as instruments for the solution of regional 
problems and to promote the need to send 
a UN Military Force for the imposition 
of peace, once the corrupt dictatorship of 
Nicolás Maduro is overthrown.”
 http://resumen-english.org/2018/05/the-
masterstroke-of-the-united-states-against-
venezuela/

International Committee  for Peace, 
Justice and Dignity; 510-219-0092; 

info@TheInternationalCommittee.org 
http://theinternationalcommittee.org/

about-us/

Hands Off VenezuelaBALLOT
PROPOSITIONS

...Continued from p. 1

PROPOSITION 70: Requires that 
beginning in 2024, cap-and-trade 
“greenhouse gas emission permit” 
revenues must accumulate in a 
reserve fund until the Legislature, 
by a two-thirds majority, authorizes 
use of the revenues.

PROPOSITION 71: Provides 
that ballot measures approved 
by a majority of voters shall take 
effect five days after the Secretary 
of State certifies the results of the 
election. 

PROPOSITION 72: Permits 
legislature to exclude newly 
constructed rain-capture systems 
from property-tax reassessment 
requirement, on or after January 1, 
2019

(“Read more” links on the League 
of Women Voters website 
https://lwvc.org/vote/elections/
ballot-measures give details and 
pro and con arguments.)

Survey of Ballot
Recommendations

     All the propositions in the June 
primary were placed there by vote 
of the legislature. The state passed a 
law some years ago placing all voter-
initiated propositions on the Nov. 
general election ballot (thus requiring 
that they win more voters to pass, as 
compared to the smaller electorate in 
the primary).
     La Original Hermandad Nacional 
Political Action Committee 
recommends a “yes” vote on all five of 
the ballot measures in the June primary.
     The Peace & Freedom Party urges 
a ‘No’ on 68, reasoning that this 
“bond issue will burden the people 
of California with increased taxes for 
years to come, and provide tax-free 
interest to the rich.” They are neutral 
on Prop. 69, favoring “progressive 
taxation to provide for our needs.”
     P&FP recommends a “No” on 
Prop 70 as well. “We support simple 
majority votes for spending bills.”
     They urge a “Yes” vote on 71 (date 
propositions become effective) and 72 
(property tas reassessment exemption 
for rainwater capture systems). You 
can see their full analysis at http://
www.peaceandfreedom.org/home/
images/VoterGuides/2018-PFP-voter-
guide-final-version.pdf
     The Sacramento Bee and the Los Ange-
les Times both advocate a “Yes” vote on all 
measures exccept Prop. 70 (which requires 
a super-majority to spend ‘cap-and-trade’ 
revenues).

     The big problem with Prop. 70 is it 
does nothing about the greenhouse gas 
pollution permits that are the basis 
of “cap-and-trade.” -7-

Fight Jail 
Expansion!

...Continued from p. 1
devoted to jail expansion could be better 
spent on education, mental health and 
social services that would reduce or 
provide alternatives to incarceration. 
150,000 signatures must be collected and 
submitted by June 11 to qualify for the 
November ballot.]
     LA County already has the largest 
jail system in the world [run by the LA 
Sheriff’s Dept.]. On average, there are 
17,500 prisoners in the county jail system 
on any given day; 80% are Black or Latino. 
This county has the harshest bail system in 
the US. Just over half the jail population 
has yet to stand trial, primarily due to high 
bail amounts. Research shows people with 
mental health conditions get worse in jail. 
The chance of developing a mental health 
condition [for the first time] doubles once 
incarcerated.
     Incarceration doesn’t rehabilitate. 
The vast majority of people behind bars 
are there for non-violent drug offenses 
or being criminalized for poverty, such 
as not affording bail, inability to pay 
debts incurred via penalties and fines for 
infractions, and laws targeting homeless 
people. CA voters have signaled a clear 
shift away from incarceration and toward 
alternatives to sentencing, such as passing 
Propositions 47 (reduced penalties for 
some crimes), 36 (drug treatment instead 
of jail), and 57 (early release for non-
violent offenses). Unfortunately, much 
of the money earmarked for diversion is 
funneled into the Sheriff’s Department and 
not used to advance the true spirit and aim 
of the propositions. This highlights the 
need to sustain our civic engagement and 
build a powerful base of support after we 
step outside of the voting booth.
      Why do we still lock millions of people 
behind bars? Bryan Stevenson, founder 
and executive director of the Equal Justice 
Initiative, has stated that slavery did not 
end, it merely evolved. He traces a line of 
racist terror through US history connecting 
slavery, lynching, segregation and mass 
incarceration. Michelle Alexander, 
author of The New Jim Crow, frames a 
powerful well-researched argument that 
posits mass incarceration as merely the 
revamped version of segregation . Ava 
DuVernay’s documentary “13th” builds 
on these arguments and traces a haunting 
chronology, in which slavery was never 
actually abolished but instead kept alive 
through a constitutional loophole and 
deceptive projects such as the War on 
Drugs.
     Just as significant as the actions of 
enslavers, lynchers, segregationists, and 
lobbyists for the prison industry are the 
complicity and complacency by white and 
wealthy people who think these systems are 
justified in some way. It has largely been 
the passive acceptance and permission of 
white people that has allowed for atrocities 
and oppression to be systemically 
enacted on people of color. Just as  white 
abolitionists challenged slavery because of 
its brutal inhumanity, we white people are 
called upon again to take action against the 
current manifestation of that system, which 
we must still see as a violation of our most 
basic standards of human decency.
     I’ve joined a powerful coalition to halt jail 
expansion and reinvest the money in community 
well-being. JusticeLA grounds its work in the 
lives, voices, and aspirations of individuals and 
families directly impacted by incarceration.
     Ed: There is an urgent need to engage 
with and support their work by donating 
and by signing and circulating the petition 
this month to put the Reform LA Jails 
initiative on the ballot in the fall. To learn 
more and sign up to distribute petitions, 
contact Reform LA Jails, the action arm of 
the coalition, at http://reformlajails.com/
action/
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for your display ad!

Advertise 
in Change-Links and 

reach 1000s of 
active, socially-

conscious readers 
around Southern 

California.
Contact us for info 

on discount rates for 
multiple ads.

Half-page: $350
1/4 page: $185
1/6 page: $120

Business card: $25

Classified ad: $5 for 
4 lines (1 column wide)

(about 36 words).
$5 requested per 
calendar listing.

Pay to AFGJ/Change-Links

If you like what you’ve read -- 
Subscribe to Change-Links!

Subscriptions finance 
the paper.

Regular subs are $25, Sustainers $50, Low Income $12 a year, 
payable to AFGJ/Change Links, mail to:

Change Links, PO Box 34236,
Los Angeles CA 90034

Name: _______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

City: ________________ St: ___ Zip: _____________

Tel:__________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________

Amount enclosed: ______________________________

Thanks! You’ll be glad you did!

CLASSIFIED AD

Tutor in English/ESL,  helps you read, speak, 
write better.  Also, help write & edit/technical/

scientific reports & theses.
Translation from German, Italian, 

Croatian & Portuguese.  
See my  “Professor” ad on CraigsList. 

Call Ivan 310-649-2291 x-2

MOVE TO AMEND Video Resource:
“A Question of Personhood” introduces corporate 

constitutional rights issue and Move to Amend. 
7 min 35 sec Search “Personhood” on youtube.com

Move to Amend Local meeting: Last 
Saturday of the month, 1-3p. Holy 

Grounds Coffee & Tea,  5371 Alhambra 
Ave, LA. 323.255.1279

Black Liberation Theology
...Continued from p.1
In writing of these two spiritual leaders and their respective 
ways of leadership, Cone wrote:

            Anger and humor are like the left and right arm. They 
complement each other. Anger empowers the poor to declare 
their uncompromising opposition to oppression, and humor 
prevents them from being consumed by their fury. --James 
Cone, author: Malcolm and Martin in America.

     James Cone, born in Fordyce, Arkansas, 1939, returns to his 
ancestors after a shimmering career as a Black scholar.

-8-

Gloria La Riva — Peace and Freedom Party candidate, Governor; 
Gloria La Riva is a social justice, anti-war and union activist. She was 
2010 and 2014 candidate for governor, and 2016 Peace and Freedom 
Party and Party for Socialism and Liberation candidate for U.S. 
president.

Gayle McLaughlin — Independent, Peace and Freedom Party 
endorsee, Lieutenant Governor: Gayle McLaughlin is a former 
two-term mayor of Richmond, where she founded the Richmond 
Progressive Alliance. As mayor, Gayle led Richmond’s remarkable 
transformation which included reducing homicides, increasing the 
minimum wage, promoting sustainable development, advocating rent 
control, defending immigrant rights, taxing corporate interests, and 
defending public schools. Gayle is corporate-free and running with 
one concept at center: People First!

John Thompson Parker —Peace and Freedom Party candidate, 
U.S. Senator: John is a coordinator of the International Action Center, 
a member of the Peace and Freedom Party State Central Committee, 
and an activist with the Workers World Party. He is a socialist who 
seeks to represent the working class rather than the billionaires.

C.T. Weber — Peace and Freedom Party candidate, Secretary of 
State: C.T. Weber was a union organizer, steward, and elected leader 
(including 4 terms on the California State Employees Association 
Board of Directors and as SEIU Local 1000, District Labor Council 
784 president. He serves as a delegate to the Sacramento Central 
Labor Council.

Nathalie Hrizi —Peace and Freedom Party candidate, Insurance 
Commissioner: Nathalie Hrizi is a public school teacher in San 
Francisco, a union and social justice activist, and editor of the quarterly 
magazine Breaking the Chains: A Socialist Perspective on Women’s 
Liberation. She ran for Insurance Commissioner in 2014, winning 
212,991 votes, or 5.6 percent of the total cast.

Kevin Akin — Peace and Freedom Party candidate, State 
Treasurer: Kevin Akin of Riverside is a retired hospital maintenance 
worker who has been an activist in the Peace and Freedom Party and 
for peace and social justice since he was a teenager. He was the Peace 
and Freedom Party nominee for State Treasurer in 1982 and is running 
again in 2018. He advocates forming a California State Bank to keep 
tax money out of the hands of the profiteers and serve the needs of the 
people.

Mary Lou Finley —Peace and Freedom Party candidate, State 
Controller: Mary Lou Finley advocates reducing the tax burden on 
working people and shifting it to those best able to pay, the wealthy 
who benefit from the current economic system. The State Controller 
serves on 76 boards and commissions, in addition to being the state’s 
chief bookkeeper and auditor, and is very influential on tax policy and 
tax legislation. She has been active against police brutality, for freeing 
Leonard Peltier and other political prisoners, and in campaigns for 
social justice.

Jordan Mills — Peace and Freedom Party candidate, U.S. Congress: 
Jordan Mills is an educator and union organizer from Oceanside. He’s 
spent 25 years fighting for the rights of oppressed people. Since 2000, 
he’s been a professor and debate coach at Southwestern College in 
San Diego County. Jordan Mills is the only independent candidate to 
challenge Darell Issa. The working people of the 49th district need a 
change from oligarchs and austerity.
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